—— ——— — U—V wy — * . 


— EET 


at 


„ 


1 
15 
ed 


7, + „ 


4 


by 


— „ 2 


. ll 


* r 
P 


—— ——— — U—V wy — * . 


— EET 


at 


„ 


1 
15 
ed 


7, + „ 


4 


by 


— „ 2 


. ll 


* r 
P 


ANT iI © TT RMS 


\ OF 


S HB NT Oo N 
na the COUNT X of S TAF FOR b, 
| 1LLUSTRATED. 

TOGETHER wire 


The PEDIGREES of all the FAMILIEsS and GEZNTAr, 
| both antient and modern, of that Pariſh, 


ad —_ 


By the late Rev. HENRY SANDERS, B.A. of ORIEL COLLEGE, 
OxFoxD, and Thirteen Years Curate of SHENSTONE, 


LONDON, 


PRINTED BY AND FOR F NICHO LS, 
PRINTER TO THE SOCIETY or ANTIQUARIES, 1794s 


MISCELLANEOUS ANTIQUITIES, 


ax CONTINUATION OF 
BIBLIOTHECA TOPOGRAPHICA BRITANNICA) 
Ne IV. 
CONTAINING 


THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


OP 


S EE «ES TT © N E. 


2 *% 


{Price Twelve Shillings.] 


— 


ͤ— — > I AIG IE — ——— 


TO THE woRTHY PARISHIONERS OF SUENSTONES 


IN THE COUNTY OF  STAFFORD.. 
oB 77s, W. 


B 


ſo long a time has elapſed fince I was reſident at Shenſtone, 


when my father had the care of that extenſive and happy Pariſh, 


and, notwithſtanding the many viciffitudes ig Families, ſo that 
I may not be remembered by all the preſen t- no time or 
circumſtance can obliterate from my mind- tlie dnefles I re- 


ceived” from many, and that friendſhip I entertaihed for you in 


my infant years. You have here, my worthy Friends, preſented: 


to you a Hiſtory of vour Forefathers, probably a more laſting 
monument than was ever erected to the memory of your de- 
ceaſed Relatives, —Accept it as the labour of your faithful Paſtor, 
who loved you, and was, he preſumed, beloved by you ;. ac- 
cept it, as undertaken by him from pure love to all the Pa- 
riſhioners,. and which had been never compleated, through its 
immenſity of labour, perhaps of expence, if he had imagined it 
would. not have proved for the entertainment and benefit of 
moſt, and you would not have regarded. it. Several of my 


eſteemed Friends among you have been anxiouſly deſirous of 
poſſeſſing this Work; I therefore diligently ſought a fit and 
8 : » coOhw' 


E pleaſed to accept this Dedication of the following Hiſtory 
as a ſmall token of my Regard and Eſteem. For, although 


vi Die ene 


convenient opportunity of bringing it forward to public view; 
and am much indebted to Mr. Nichols, the Friend of learned 
Antiquaries, for his kind aſſiſtance in indulging mine and your 


wiſhes. 5 
The ſtudy offered to you in the ſillaquent Pages has been of 


great utility to many families, both of ſmall and conſiderable 
property.— Often was the Author employed in tracing the lineage 
of thoſe who entreated his aſſiſtance; and, it is believed, many 
were greatly indebted to him for the diſcovery of their Juſt and 
lawful inheritance. 

That this may be acceptable to you, whether on account of 
its utility or entertainment, is the ſincere wiſh of 


Your faithful Friend, 


and humble Servant, 


Wilderneſi-Row, 
St. Jobn's, Clirkenwwa 
London, 


March 18, 1794 


. JOHN BUTLER SANDERS. 


re, 
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A Short ACCOUNT of the AUTHOR. 
OME account of the Author and his Family, though 
8 they were not deſcended, as far as we can trace, from any 
illuſtrious anceſtors, may not be unacceptable to, if not required 
by, the Reader. It is ſuppoſed. that a religious perſecution,” or 
the inconvenient ſituation of Lorraine in times of war between 
France and Germany, occaſioned a Mr. Titery, of Nantz in that 
dutchy, a perfon of piety and reſpectability, t& take refuge in 
England, to avoid ſome calamity which awaited him. His 
daughter, named Anne, was married to Thomas Rogers, of 
Wales, afterwards an eminent dealer in glaſs at Holloway Head, 
near Stourbridge, Worceſterſhire, "Thomas and Anne Rogers had 
a daughter, Sarah, who was married to Henry Sanders *, of 
Stourbridge. The iſſue of this marriage were Thomas Sanders 
of that town, a. very learned and ingenious ſurgeon and apo- 
thecary, much eſteemed by the celebrated George lord Lyt- 


telton, as alſo by a very populous neighbourhood, for his great 
ſucceſs in inoculation, his perſonal character, and his ability in 


his profeſſion ; Sarah, wife of William Groſvenor, of Kidder- 


minſter, apothecary; Henry, Anne, Suſanna, Daniel, and 
John, As their father-died during the minority of the younger 


* A branch of this family has long been ſeated in Eſſex, 


children, 


* 


K | 
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children, they came under the care of their brother Thomag, 
who diſpoſed of each as circumſtances and opportunities ſerved, 

Henry ſeemed to be rather more favoured than his brothers 
Daniel and John, being, by education, good abilities, and the 
particular notice of the family of Rogers, well fitted for a 
ſomewhat ſuperior rank in life. Though deſigned for the 
cloathing bulineſs, his genius and inclination led him to the 
ſtudy of medicine, He was a noted and valuable apothecary 
and chemiſt at Dudley in Worceſterſhire, and was the inventor 
of a very uſeful medical compoſition, which, in that part of the 
world, is exceedingly admired, and for which receipt a -con- 
ſiderable premium was offered by a learned phyſician. This 
Henry married Miſs Rebecca Hawkes, of a reſpectable family, 
the deſcendants -of whoſe brother live in great credit, and one, 
if not two-of them, in opulence at Dudley. Henry Sanders had, 
by his wife Rebecca, eleven children living at one time, and at 
leaſt nine at his deceaſe; the eldeft of whom was re the 
author ef the following Hiſtory. 

Their father, with all his care and induſtry, was unable to 
provide them any pecuniary advantages worth mentioning, hav- 
ing barely a competency to ſupport himſelf and daughters in the 
decline of life, A circumſtance particularly favourable, how- 
ever, attended his three eldeſt ſons, the benefit of a grammar 
ſchool, which was highly bleſſed with two ſucceeding maſters ; 
the former a relation, the Reverend Pynſen' Wilmott, M. A. 
afterwards vicar of. Hales- Owen, Salop; and the latter the Re- 
verend Benjamin Clements, B. A, afterwards prebendary of 
the collegiate church, miniſter of St. John's, and head maſter 
of the grammar-ſchool, in Wolverhampton. Henry, having at- 
tained an excellent claſhcal education, was well qualified for either 
of the three learned profeſſions, and the clerical ſuited more the 

diſ- 
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diſpoſition of his mind, while the other two decidely choſe the 
medical. At length a great difficulty aroſe how he could be ſup- 
ported at the Univerſity, even in the moſt frugal manner, ſince 
his father could ſpare but little from ſo large a family. A cir- 
cumſtance indeed occurred, which by many perſons would have 
been eagerly embraced. There was a conteſt between two diſ- 
tinguiſhed houſes for the repreſentation of the county in parlia- 
ment; and it was confidently ſaid, that a nobleman made an offer 
to farther the education of Henry, and advance him in future life, 
if his father would conſent. Such a friendſhip might be, per- 


haps, owing to his lordſhip's eſteem for a near relation; but the 


father would by no means accept the offer, his intereſt and re- 
gard being entirely devoted to the ſervice of the noble family at 
Himley. By dint of induſtry and ability, however, Henry pro- 
cured an exhibition or clerkſhip in Oriel College, and was ap- 
pointed by that ſociety to perform duty in king Edward's Hoſ- 
pital *, a ſmall diſtance from Oxford, before he was in orders. 
By great prudence, many friends, and the favour of the Col- 
lege, he combated every pecuniary difficulty, and took the de- 
gree of B. A.; which when he had determined, he left the Uni- 
verſity, being deſirous of encountering no farther trouble in the 
purſuit of academical degrees. But, although he had abandoned 
ſuch inconveniences in the Univerſity, he had another till to 
ſtruggle with immediately, and that was how to be admitted into 
holy orders, notwithftanding all his literary merit. He found 
it no eaſy matter to obtain a title, as curacies were at that time 


ſcarce, and the then biſhop of Worceſter treated him rather un- 


* A little hoſpital, dedicated to St. Bartholomew, about half a mile Eaſt from 
Oxford, probably founded by Henry I. and given by Edward III. 1328, to Oriel 
College, who were to maintain therein a chaplain and eight poor brothers. 


| Tanner, Not. Mon, P- 421. 
b gra- 


Ll 
7 
999 


x SOME ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR, 


graciouſly ; ſo that, between his diſappointments with the bene- 
ficed clergy, his numerous journeys, many expences, and an 
almoſt empty purſe, the whole ſtory, as he related it, would incline 
the reader to laugh, though it would be impoſſible not to lament 
his ſituation. Some time after, having received holy orders, he 
reſided upon a curacy at Wedneſbury, about four miles diſtant from 
his native town, the annual income of which did not exceed 367%. 
Whilſt he officiated at that place, a reſpectable and rather 
wealthy family attracted his eſteem, which ſoon terminated in 
his marriage with the eldeſt daughter, Elizabeth Butler. Happy 
as the married couple were in themſelves, one circumſtance 
thwarted their views. Fortune ſeemed unpropitious ; for her fa- 
mily was not ſatisfied with her choice of a huſband poſſeſſed of ſuch 
a ſmall income, and they were compelled to ſupport themſelves, and 
afterwards their infant, more than two years, upon 30 J. ſtipend, and 
the vicarage houſe in an adjoining pariſh, Weſt Bromwich. It was 
ſaid, that her marriage was the only.circumſtance in her life in which 
ſhe diſobliged her father; but, as ſome excuſe of that deviation in 
the duty of both, the father at ſome times conſented and at others 
objected to their marriage. Providence at length, after ſuch a con- 
tented ſtruggle with adverſity, interpoſed in their behalf, and they 
were removed to Shenſtone, a place not only delightful in its ſitua- 
tion, but abounding with a number of worthy inhabitants. The 
author was no ſooner appointed to this comfortable curacy, than 
he was invited to be one of the reading and domeſtic clergy- 
men to Samuel Hill, eſq. whoſe family is copiouſly treated of 
in the following pages. In him he not only obtained a friend, 
but a conſiderable increaſe of income, inſomuch that the diſ- 
obliged father abovementioned became fo * reconciled to his 

daughter as to ſettle upon her the portion of a child. 
This ſunſhine of felicity was, nevertheleſs, ſoon to be loſt in 
a dark cloud of adverſity : he not only loſt by death his worthy 
bene- 
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benefactor Mr. Hill, who would in all probability have been his 
patron 3 but his amiable wife did not ſurvive her going to Shen- 
ſtone perhaps. more than four years; a lady whoſe pious life, 
and glorious death, were the admiration of all the country, eſ- 
pecially of thoſe perſons who. had the happineſs of her acquain- 
tance, The evening (Sunday) before ſhe departed, ſhe deſired 
to ſee her only child, who was not five years old; after giving 
him ſome important inſtructions for his future life, it was 
her expreſs order, that he ſhould chooſe no-other profeſſion. than 
that of a miniſter of Chriſt; that, be his fortune ever ſo ſmall, 
he ſhould diſregard lucre, care of preferments, &c.; for that haz 
employment, properly diſcharged, was ſuperior to any other in 
the world. The next morning, about ſeven o'clock, the ſpoke in 
tranſport of the eternal joys which awaited her, ſang an hymn, 
and inſtantly expired. Suffice it to ſay, that her fon is of the 
facred profeſſion, now reſident in London *. | 
Our author ſtill continued his curacy of Shenſtone, in his own 
words,“ loving and beloved by his pariſhioners,” till about the end 
of thirteen years, when, unhappily for himſelf, and diſagree- 
ably to all his flock, he accepted a ſtation in king Edward the 
Sixth's ſchool, at Birmingham, with a deſign to ſuperintend the 
education of his ſon, and obtain for him an exhibition to college; 
Within two years of his leaving the curacy of Shenſtone, he 
was engaged by Humphry Minchin, eſq. now member of par- 
liament for Boſſiney, as private tutor to his two eldeſt ſons, who, _ 
removing to Birmingham for education in that ſchool, repreſented WO 
their former inſtructor in ſuch a favourable view to the Re- #4 | 
verend Mr. Brailsford, head maſter, that the then vacant place | 
of aſſiſtant- teacher to the upper boys proved an allurement, with 
a Curacy, and the idea of ſuperintending his ſun's education, to 


* Curate of St. Alban's, Wood - ſlreet; Lecturer of St. Olave's, O'd Jewry ; 
and late fellow of Worceſter College, Oxford. 
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withdraw Mr. Sanders from Shenſtone. His heart, however, be- 
ing with his beloved people, and uneaſy from the place he ſo de- 
lighted in, he was frequently occupied in preparing the Hiſtory 
of the Pariſh where he had ſpent the happieſt time of his life, 
Though he afterwards gained a comfortable ſettlement ag 
maſter of the free grammar-ſchool at Hales-Owen, Salop, by the 
tavour of George lord Lyttelton, and through the recommenda- 
tion of ſome friends, and alſo the perpetual curacy of Oldbury 
chapel, to which he was preſented by the Reverend Pynfon Wil- 
mot; yet no place afforded him conſolation like Shenſtone ; 
where, though he had it not in his power to end his days, 
agreable to his wiſhes, his will expreſsly charged, and it has 
been particularly complied with, that his remains ſhould be 
depoſited in the church where his paſtoral duties had been fo 
particularly acceptable. 

From the time of his appointment at Hales-Owen, which 
was in the year 1771, till his deceaſe, which happened in 
1785*, few circumſtances intervened worth recording, He 
had laid afide all thoughts of preferment, ſeemed little anxious 
about popular eſteem, and devoted himfeli to retirement and 
ſtudy. Having always a paſſion for learning, he was tolerably con- 
verſant in almoſt every branch of Literature, more eſpecially in 
Theology, Hiſtory, and the Claſſics, Had his abilities met with 
due encouragement in the early part of life, he would have made 
a conſpicuous character in the learned world. The Reader, 
however, will be pleaſed to accept the following work as the 
production of a grateful mind, and as a token of regard for his pa- 
riſhioners. Nor think it an unprofitable purſuit. The ſtudy of 
antiquity has not been conſidered beneath the attention of the 
moſt enlarged underſtanding. To this the greateſt empires in 
modern times have been indebted, by making improvements on 


* The ſon was at that time miniſter of the Engliſh church at Gotienburg. 
| former 
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former manners, cuſtoms, and inventions. View Britain in the 
zenith of her glory, flouriſhing in every art and ſcience z 
what has ſhe not derived from former ages? Surely then it can- 
not be conſidered a trifling employment, to develope the hiſ- 
tories of ages paſt, to bring to remembrance our deceaſed anceſtors, 
and to honour the worthy with a grateful tribute of our eſteem. 

It is true, our author has paid more attention to a limited 
part of that ſtudy, than to the ſtudy of antiquities in general: 
but, the caſe is ſimilar in almoſt every art and profeſſion. 

Where is the artiſt, whether in Sculpture or in Painting, that 
does not devote his Kill to ſome one branch of the art? Is the 
ſame perſon equally ſkilful and ſucceſsful in every thing ? 

So alſo in Medicine and Law. Some of their profeſſors are 
peculiarly excellent in ſome caſes, who ſuffer their judgement 
to give place in others. Suffice it, therefore, to eſteem merit 
however limited it may appear. 


Upon this ground of reaſoning we may fairly decide, that 


the following pages have their peculiar worth, The Hiſtory of 
Shenſtone is, doubtleſs inferior to that of Warwickſhire, yet is 
it on a ſimilar plan; but, ſo long as England exitts, the name 
and merit of Dugdale will neither be forgotten nor deſpiſed. 
We might preſent to you examples of the moſt eminent writers 
in very antient times, and point out the advantages of their la- 
bours. We might recall to mind the celebrated names of thoſe 
who, a few centuries ago, attached themſelves to this ſtudy in 
France, We might enumerate many of this kind in our own 
country, and of the preſent age, who have afforded ample teſ- 
timonies of the value of their literary purſuits *. 


» In antient times, Thucydides, Polybius, Livy, Suetonius, Tacitus. In 
France: Hiſtory of Provence, by Cæſar Noſtradamus z of Languedoc, by Guil. Catel, 
&c, &c. In our own country, Leland, Camden, Dugdale, Burton, Chauncey, 
Somner, Drake, Borlaſe, Hutchins, Haſted, Naſh, &c. &c. 


2 But, 
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But, ſetting aſide the idea of any utility in ſuch purſuits, the 
human mind has certainly ſome claim to the indulgence of 
harmleſs recreation, and to re-viſit the manſions of departed 
worth. In fact, when the learned mind is directed to a ſtudy 
of this ſort, it proves, by being introduced into families, a con- 
ſtant monument of thoſe we knew, and the numbers we 
eſteemed ; and this monument may remain when all others are 
effaced and deſtroyed through the waſte of time. But this is not 
all : we cannot too much encourage the ſtudy of Parochial An- 
tiquities, or the Antiquities of Counties, with : reſpect to its vaſt 
utility and importance. How many are deprived of their juſt in- 
heritance by being unacquainted with their proper lineage ! How 
many large and ſmall eſtates deſcend in an unlawful channel, 
while thoſe who ſhould pofſeſs them may be involved in poverty 
and ſorrow ! Many were the inſtances that occurred to our Au- 
thor, whereby he was enabled to aſſiſt the enquirer after little, 
as well as extenſive property ; and, now he is removed from the 
fight of men, he had done, while living, what he could to 
make his time profitable to ſurvivors. It is believed there were 
more poſthumous works than the preſent, which would have been 
ſerviceable to the publick if tranſmitted to the preſs ; but, as he 
had bequeathed one to a noble lord, ſince deceaſed, in hopes he 
would have condeſcended to have publiſhed it, there were together 
with it carried many, very many manuſcripts, which, we fear, are 


removed beyond the reach of recovery. 


The preſent Hiſtory of SHENSTONE, drawn up with great care 
and attention, after a long and painful diſcharge of the im- 
portant duties of his ſacred office, was, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, prepared for the preſs by the Author during his reſidence 
at Birmingham, where he had an inclination to have printed it; and 
was afterwards from time to time improved during his reſidence at 

Hales 
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Hales Owen. At the diſtance of twenty years, it is at length 
ſubmitted to public inſpection as left by Mr. Sanders, except with 
the addition in a very few places of a date, and occaſionally of 
a ſupplementary link in the connexion of a pedigree. 

The MSS. of Dr. Wilkes and Sir Simon Degge, ſo frequently 
quoted in this work, are now in the. poſſeſſion of the Reverend 
Stebbing Shaw, junior; who is engaged in preparing from them, 
and other large collections, his intended Hiſtory of Staffordſhire. 
By the kindneſs of this gentleman, and of another learned friend, 
Samuel Pipe Wolfernſtan, eſq. of Statfold (whoſe local ſituation 
and accurate attention to genealogical reſearches peculiarly quali- 
fied him for the taſk), the reader is preſented with a few ad- 
ditional pages, which not only correct -ſome errors of the preſs, 
but contribute in a great degree to complete the imperfections of 
the original MS, 


| A 
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84 E, or as it is written in ancient records Srerigtan, 


is ſituated in a pleaſant part of the county of Stafford, by 


all travellers admired as a beautiful and well-watered ſpot, that 
part of it eſpecially ſo named; neither may we wholly except 


ſome of its diſtricts, which in ſome meaſure deſerve notice, as 


will be evidenced when we treat ſeparately of them. Such a me- 


thod ſeems eligible, that this little account. may be free as is poſs 


ſible from perplexity, and leſs obnoxious to cenſure. Elegance of - 
expreſſion will not be expected in ſuch deſcriptions ; but our 


aim ſhall, be ſtrictly to adhere to truth, and the beſt authority 
we can meet with to revive the hiſtory of this pariſh, and 


thereby engage, from ſome: perſons of leiſure, who have 


better opportunities than my occaſions have afforded me, more 
uſeful and agreeable obſervations. Whatever is here offered to 
the peruſal of the Publick aroſe at iet from a love of A 
tiquity and my private amuſement. N 


B 9 Shenſtone 


>"; PRION 


2 THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


Shenſtone is uſually divided into two great diſtricts, under 
which the inhabitants in tranſacting their ſeveral concerns are 
from preſcription arranged. Theſe have the appellation of 
Shen/tone and Stonball. The ſubdiviſions are termed Sbenſtone, 
tbe Moſs, Wood-end, Radley Moor-en, Aion, Little Haye, Footberley, 
Lower or Nether Stonball, Upper Stonhall, Lynne, Boſſes, Thornes, 
| Cheſter field, Wall, Hilton, and Swinfen. The laſt of theſe is not 
in the pariſh, though in the conſtablewick, * a manor ſub- _ 

- jected to the lord of Shenſtone. | 

Knowing no better reaſon for it, or any more certain proofs, 
I have ventured to ſay, that the two more general diviſions of this 
place are from preſcription. Theſe are conjectured to have ſub. 
ſiſted from time immemorial, or from the diſſolution of the mo- 
naſtic inſtitutions in the violent reign of king Henry VIII. The 
people to this day have ſome cuſtoms that indicate there were 
two ſeparate churches and pariſhes, One churchwarden is always 

* choſen by the Stonhall inhabitants; and though ſome attempts 
have. been made to break in upon this rule by the miniſter's 
chuſing his officer from the Stonhall ſide, yet have theſe on 
the other hand ſteadily preſerved their claim by chuſing the 
other officer even out of the oppoſite part. Overſeers of the 
pour, overſeers of the highways, and the conſtables, are ap- 
pointed with the ſame caution, and not leſs tenaciouſy. When 
the bad roads of Shenſtone hamlets have been indicted, the other 
part would pay no proportion. How the late act of parliament 
may have ſet the overſeers of the high-roads or pariſh-ways 
upon the ſame footing, we cannot ſay *; but ſtill the uſual me- 
thod is maintained in the choice of them, and in collecting the 
rates, as it is alſo in the churchwardens levies. There may, 
indeed, be offered ſome reaſons why the Stonhall people are ob- 
ſtinate in this reſpe& ; this being obvious to every man, that 


* It may here be proper to obſcrve, that the preſent Hiſtory was compiled in Lee 
1 | their 
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their roads muſt always be in a better condition than the others, 
ariſing in ſome degree from the nature of the ſoil, which is a 
light ſand, and likewiſe from having the great road from Lon- 
don to Cheſter paſs by them, as it were, in a corner, and there- 
fore not often out of repair, or, if it happen, have very little 
to amend, and plenty of materials at hand. But of Shenſtone it 
may be ſaid, though the village itſelf ſtands on a ſandy and dry 
ſituation, yet as the country round is nearly ſurrounded with 
water and marſhy ground in conſequence of it, it muſt neceſ- 


ſarily be more inconvenienced, and the ways repaired at a much. | 


heavier charge. 


Large as the pariſh is, and extendive 3 in circuit, it cannot be 


called populous, there being not more than two hundred and 
ten houſes in it; the people, however, now reſiding therein 
(beſides what tradition hath delivered to us) ſhew us in every 
hamlet where many have fallen, or have been ſuffered to decay, 
that the land allotted to them might be conveniently annexed 
to the adjoining farms, 

The bounds of the pariſh are, Sutton Coldfield, with its park and 
chace running towards that part of Barr on which ſtands the fa- 
mous beacon belonging to Aldrich, part of Walſall wood, near the 


Shire Oak, Cannoc Wood, Ogley Hay on the edge of it, Muck- 


ley, and the high road from Wall towards Cheſter, part of 
Wall town, as ſeparated by the ſame way, called one of the 


Roman roads, part of St. Michael's belonging to the city of 
Lichfield, proceeding on ſtill to Swinfen and Sweeford Hill to 


Sutton park. 

Leſſer limits, the neareſt and moſt direct way, begin ab 
Cats Hill. From the bank or barrow to Hilton are two miles, to 
Wall nearly one and a half, to Swinfen the ſame diſtance along 


the Street-way, to Little Hay one mile and a half, thence to Aſton 


three miles, to the extent of the pariſh lands in Sutton-chace two 


B 2 | miles, 


j 

(0 

. 
: 
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miles, back to Aſton Mill two miles, to the hand poſt on Druid- 
Heath one mile, from this place to Lazy-Hill one mile, to 
Shire Oak upwards of a mile, and to the barrow at Cat's Hill 
about the ſame meaſure. This reckoning by no means takes 
in the real meaſure; for the whole, being computed on an exact 
ſurvey with the account of the outlets on the extremes, was 
found to be about thirty-one miles in compaſs, and ſo delivered 
in to the preſent lord by Mr. Thomas Sheriff, of Cleobury Mor- 
timer, a moſt accurate ſurveyor. To this we may add a ſtory 
of a large portion of land upon the common heath, loſt by ne- 
glect or indiſcretion to the pariſh of Aldrich, which ſome 
perſons confidently tell ns, but with the air and circumſtance 
of a fable. In three ſeveral parts the pariſh is between five and 
ſix miles diameter; but running out in different necks of land 
Sives it an A rage form, neither oval nor round. 


reren 


The village of Shen/one is firſt to be treated of, as having 
the church in its center, and giving name to the whole; alſo - 
containing many of the other  berwics and ſeats, as the Park, 
the Moſs, Wood-end, Radley Moor-end, "Aſton, GN = 
Boſſes, and Little Haye, - 

- Shenſtone flands nearly South of the city of Lichfield, at the 
diſtance of three meaſured miles; ſix from Tamworth, a good 
market town; thirteen from Birmingham, ſeven from Walſall, 
both large places; thirteen from Wolverhampton, nearly the 
fame from Dudley, a place of note in very early times, famous 
for a caſtle built about the: year 716; 3 four miles from Sutton: 

0 Cold- 
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Coldfield, one of the n delightful villages | in this wont of the 


kingdom. 
The church is built nearly in the center of the town, on 


the ſummit of a hill gradually riſing every way in the midſt of 
an extenſive vale. This ſite affords moſt engaging proſpects of - 
Hintz and Weeford hills, Afton hall, Barr beacon, Cannoc. wood, 


Beaudeſert, the feat of the Earl of Uxbridge, and the title of 
his barony, with its fine hanging wood, and that of Gentleſhaw, 
and Stilecop; Hangewich thapel, Lichfield cathedral, St. Mi- 
chael's lofty ſpire in that city, the churches of Aldrich. and 
Whittington, Fiſherwick, the ſeat of Arthur earl of Donegal “, 

the churches of Lullington and Clifton; with various places. in 
Leiceſterſhire. The aſcent on which this ſtructure ſtands is a 
ſoft ſandy rock of a red caſt; and the edifice itſelf was unqueſ- 
tionably built of a ſtone got a little mile off of a nature like the 
mines of Thomas Hill, of Tern in Salop, and of John Dolphyn, 
of the Moſs, eſqrs. now or lately worked, in this pariſh. When 


firſt cut out of the rock, it is ſoft, and eaſily formed into a pro- 
per ſhape; but, if it be expoſed ſome time to the open air, be- 


comes hard and durable, changing its colour to a whitiſh brown 


that looks tolerably handſome. The ſtructure carries with it 


the face of antiquity, and hath been raiſed at ſeveral times, 
the body of it being ſupported with divers ſtone pillars; the 
porch to the South is modern, built of brick, and faced with 


poliſhed ſtone at the: fame time with the new chancel ; the | 


tower, old as it appears, has been erected long ſince the church, 


of the ſame kind of ſtone, and of an height proportionable, 


Seen from the Birmingham and Sutton roads it greatly pleaſes, 
. ſeeming to ſurmount a fine clump of fir trees in an adjoining 


* The preſen mar uis of Done al (1792) is an En liſh peer, by the title of 
baron Fiſher N g (1799) 18 P z J 
* ? 5 
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field, planted on an eminence about a furlong from it. In the 
ſteeple are five good bells. Having no records to refer to, it 
1s moſt difficult to aſcertain the reign in which the church was 
built; but we are convinced that lord Robert D'Oyley found 
or erected one here ſoon after the Conqueſt, The preſent was 
probably erected before it came to the Crown, in the reign 


of Henry VI, by Richard Nevil earl of Warwick and Saliſbury, 


called Make-king, who was known to live in great hoſpitality, 
and was ready to do acts moſt bountiful, even unſolicited, and 
Which did not appertain' to him. I may be miſtaken ; but, 
I judge good part of it muſt have been erected at leaſt as early 
as Henry VI. And who was ſo likely to do it as that great 
man, who affected to ſatisfy every one, from a conſummate 
policy and thirſt of popularity, eſpecially if requeſted to do his 
dependents and homagers ſuch a favour? It is in the hundred 
of Offlow, and in the deanry of Tamworth. Something might 
in this place be offered to ſhew its greater antiquity, ſuppoſing 
the church not to ſtand due Eaſt and Weſt, the Eaſt end de- 
lining to the North, and the Weſt end Southwards. The 
compaſs being generally ſuppoſed to be invented before the year 
I 300, if the architect had really no affiſtance from it, it will 
follow that its foundation is prior to that date; yet this is ſcarcely 
credible. * If the foundation of it was early, moſt likely all the di- 
rection then had was from the ſun itſelf, which riſing in ſum- 
mer more or leſs to the Northward, and in the winter propor- 
tionably to the Southward, might cauſe this and many others to 
decline from the Eaſt and Weſt points, according to the time of 
the year wherein they were founded. The form of it is that of 

a croſs; ; but whether it were ſo at firſt is hard to ſay, unleſs 
we grant that there was ſome building reſembling that on the 


| South * called the Stonhall chancel. It is dedicated to &. 
Joon 
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Jobn the Bapliſt, and conſiſts of a nave, one aile on the North 
fide, and three chancels; that to the North ſeems to be of 
equal date with the church, built of the ſame kind of ſtone, 
and ſupparted with outward works to keep it from giving 
way, or falling through the injuries of time; that to the 
South is moſtly of brick work, on two ſides of which are the 
form of St. Peter's keys in bricks, burnt hard, of a blue caſt, 
very large, and in the front of it are different figures of croſſes 
of the ſame colour. The beſt and principal chancel, and which: 
only is uſed as ſuch, is an elegant modern ſtructure, built by 
the late Samuel Hill, eſq. of Shenſtone Park, in the Venetian: 
taſte, at the expence of about four hundred and fifty pounds. 
The carved ſtones for capitals in the windows, and thoſe with 
which the floor is laid, are white, brought from a noted 
quarry near Bilſtone; the others were dug out of that be- 
tore- mentioned, belonging to Mr. Hill. The beauty and neat-- 
neſs of this building, which indeed appears to advantage from 
the Lichfield road, much engages the attention of curious 
. travellers, who are obſerved, not rarely, to. ſtop and exa- 
mine it, and take the views from the church- yard, which: 
extend to Bardon hills near Leiceſter, with ſeveral parts of 

Derbyſhire. BY 2 
The advowſon of this church being in Robert lord D'Oyley, 
came to his brother, who left lord Robert D'Oyley his ſon and 
heir, founder of Oſeney abbey, upon an iſland made by the river 
Iſis near the caſtle of Oxford, at the earneſt requeſt of his wife, 
on the following occafion, as the monkiſh writers ſay. „She, 
with her gentlewoman, uſed to walk out of Oxford caſtle fre- 
quently for recreation, when her huſband reſided. there; and 
ſeveral times amuſing herſelf near the river ſide, ſaw many pyes 
gathered together on a great tree, making a great chattering as: 
| if: 
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if they were ſaying ſomething to her. She, much marveling at 
the matter, ſent for Ralf a canon of St. Frideſwide's (now 
Chriſt Church college), a man of virtuous life, her confeſſor, 
to adviſe with him; who, obſerving the manner of their chatter- 
ing when ſhe came, artfully anſwered, they were not pyes as ſhe 
ſuppoſed, but ſo many ſouls in purgatory, uttering complaints 
for relief, hoping ſhe would do ſomething for their ſuccour, and 
the health of hers and her poſterity's ſouls, as her huſband's 
uncle did in building a collegiate church. She promiſed her 
beſt endeavours to bring thoſe wretched ſouls to reſt ; and by 
her importunity with her huſband, with the conſent of the 
archbiſhop of Canterbury *, the biſhop of Lincoln +, her ſons 
Henry and Gilbert, prevailed upon him to build a monaſtery in 
that place in the year 1129 to ſettle large endowments upon 
it, and make Ralf the canon prior of it fr. Among others, 
the churches of Sene//an or Sbeneſton, with all its rights and 
lands, was given to this abbey of Oſeney by the founder by Ro- 
bert lord D'Oyley, his uncle, which church and lands aſſuredly 
were before, viz. 1075, annexed to St. George's collegiate church 
at Oxford, founded by his uncle, the firſt baron D'Oyley, and fo 
continued till the founding of Oſeney, 1129, when that church 
with all its revenues, and among the reſt theſe churches, were 
- paſſed over to it by a ſpecial charter $, confirmed by the Kiog ; 
and again by a charter of Henry D'Oyley, ſon of lord Henry 
D'Oyley, in the reign of John, or Henry III. with the conſent of 
Robert D'Oyley |] his brother, and his, freemen who. held ot his | 
fee, and then confirmed by the king“ a. 
The ſecular canons of St. George's college at firſt deputed 
ſome of their members. to take care of the church, and others 


Theobald. + Alexander. H Leland, Itin. vol. II. pp. 19. 20. 

Mm. Angl. vol II. p. 136. Tanner, Nor. Mon. p. 419. F Tanner, ib. 418. 

Il Son of King Henry I; brother by the mother to Lord Heury D'Cyle tte elder. 
4 Mon. Angl. vol. Il. p. 137, 138. 


of 
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of the lands and farms, as did the regular canons of Oſeney, of 


reſidence of the clergy who were to officiate here, a grange near 
the church for receiving and ſtoring their corn and fruits. At 
the Diſſolution Henry VIII. kept the lands that appertained to 
Oſeney in his own hands for three years; and how this place was 
diſpoſed of is not ſaid, though in all likelihood it continued in 
the crown till very lately. The great or rectorial tythes were un- 
doubtedly ſold by the crown, and ſeem to have been long in the 
Brandreth family till purchaſed in the reign of George I. by the 
honourable and reverend Richard Hill, by whom they were 
ſettled upon his nephew, Samuel Hill, eſq. On his deceaſe, by 
virtue of the entail in 1758, they went to Thomas Hill, of 


Terne, eſq. with the advowſon of the living which Samuel Hill, 


eſq. had procured from the crown in exchange, as I have been 
informed, for the living of Colcheſter in Eſſex. Thomas Hill, 
eſq. paſſed it with the tythes to Samuel Hill, eſq. his ſon and 


heir; who dying unmarried, Noel Hill, eſq. member of parlia- | 


men for the town of Shrewſbury, his brother and heir, enjoys 


It may not be a vain conjecture to imagine, that as the earls | 


of Warwick were heirs to the living at the Diſſolution, if there 
had been no attainder after the battle of Barnet in 1471, John 


Dudley earl of Warwick, deſcended of that family, might claim 


it, and, being the greateſt ſubject in England, might enjoy it alſo 


till the reign of queen Mary, and that Ambroſe earl of War- 
wick might have it reſtored. This family, we know, did claim 


many eſtates of their materaal anceſtors, earls of Warwick, and 
were allowed them by particular grants. Ambroſe died without 


iſſue in 1589; and though he left his eſtate to the famous Sir 
Robert n made a duke of the Empire, Ae I. got 
. 3 them 


the order of St. Auguſtine, and had, beſide the vicarage for the 
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them in a great meaſure annexed to the crown; it may be that 
the tythes were given away or ſold to the Rygeley. ; who 
. were ſucceeded in Shenſtone by the Brandreths. | 
The late Samuel Hill, eſq. was a noble benefactor to the 
church. -After he had got the advowſon, he paid two hundred 
pounds to obtain queen Anne's bounty of the like. ſum, and 
joined with the people of Tamworth in purchaſing of land at 
*Fhatchmore, near Fiſherwick, in 17 34. On a diviſion made be. 
tween the two parithes, about thirty-four acres were allotted to 
the miniſter of Shenſtone, now in the holding of Mr. John 
Wright of Lichfield, and Brooks of Thatchmore. 

The vicarage-houſe ſtands near the church, Weſtward, on a 
pleaſing deſcent, having a proſpect delightful enough, but by no 
means equal to the church-yard, and is in good condition, more 
than a hundred pounds having been expended upon it by the late 
vicar to rebuild one part, and repair the reſt; adjoining to it are 
a barn, a ſtable erected by Samuel Hill, eſq. convenient gardens, 
and three acres and a half of glebe land. 

Ihe firſt vicar we can trace out was Mr. Robert Bervis in 

queen Elizabeth's reign; the next Mr. Gervis, unleſs they are one 
and the ſame perſon, which from the bad writing I could not 
diſtinguiſh. He was in 1603 ſucceeded by the Reverend Arthur 
Creſſet, living in 1610, from which time to 165 5 no account of 
the vicars can be found; that year the Reverend Gamaliel Tunſtall 
was both vicar. and regiſter, as he figns himſelf *. In, 1663 
the Reverend Michael Walford held the living. He died in Sep- 
tember 1665, and was buried here on the 14th. We meet 
next with the reverend William ae A. M +; and after him in 


; # Fhe ber office was ;nftinited by the proteQor Oliver Cromwell. 
+ Who dicd 1 in 1690, "ge 9 go and n See p. 14. 
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© alittle time the reverend Robert Grace, it may be ſon of Wil- 


liam ; Robert was living in 1721, but very aged. The next, 
1723, was the Reverend George Criſpe, who died July 1731, 
and was buried the 24th of that month. This gentleman had a 


large ſchool of gentlemen boarders, many of whom yet ſurvive, 


and for him was the ſchool-houſe erected or enlarged, now 
termed the veſtry-room. His widow, a perſon of fair character. 
and known hoſpitality, long ſurvived,-dying in November 1766, 
at the age of 81,-or more, and has left ifſue one ſon and two 
daughters. The miniſter who poſſeſſed the benefice on the de- 
ceaſe of Mr. Criſpe, was the Reverend John Leigh, of the ancient 


family ſeated at Ruſhal-hall, He died in March, 1743-43 leav- . 


ing one daughter, living in 1768. 
The Reverend Mr. Manwaring was the next vicar, but VER 
it in three or four years; and was ſucceeded by the Reverend 


Thomas Cox, A. M. of Walſall, maſter of the Grammar. ſchool  - 


in that town, miniſter of Bloxwich; which gentleman taking the 
living of Dunton-Baſſet in Leiceſterſhire, by the law againſt holding 
pluralities without a diſpenſation, vacated this, to which, in Fe- 
bruary,. 1759, the Reverend Edward Harwood, A. M. fellow of 
Clare-Hall, Cambridge, was preſented ; all which three perſons 


were living in 1768, It is recorded of the Reverend Robert 
Grace, that he was the incumbent at this place 58 years; and 
that Rowland Smith, his clerk, held his office * of 87 


years; the preſent clerk has had it 30 years. 
The act of parliament firſt ordering regiſter books to be 


kept in every parith paſſed in 1538, 29 Henry VIII; exprefling 


that the clergyman ſhould write the day and year of every wed- 
ding, chriſtening, and burial, and in thoſe books ſet down every 
perſon's name ſo married, chriſtened, or buried. This was at the 
inſtigation, and by the particular interpoſition, of that great re- 
arr Ber former 
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former Thomas Cromwell, baron Okeham and earl of Eſſex, 
vicar-general, and vicegerent of king Henry VIII over all ec- 
cleſiaſtical perſons in this kingdom, by virtue of which high 
office he ſat uppermoſt in the convocations above all the clergy, 
the archbiſhops not excStcd. 

If ſuch regiſter was ever kept at Shenſtone, it muſt have been 
deſtroyed, for nothing of this nature appears till the year 1579, 21 
Eliz. In the month of March, amongſt other notable occurrences, 
a viſitation is recorded to have been holden at Shenſtone upon 
Auguſt 6, 1606, atteſted by Arthur Creflet, vicar, John Syl- 
veſter, and John Hunt, churchwardens; and to this time the 
archdeacon of Staffordſhire (at preſent, Edmund Law, D. D. 
a moſt ingenious learned divine and metaphyſician, head 
of St, Peter's college, Cambridge) holds his viſitation in this 

village in November, yearly. Likewiſe on July 14th, 1609, 
| remark is made of a great viſitation held by Richard“ archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, at Lichfield; at which time a copy of the re- 
giſter was delivered in to his officers or commiſſioners. In 
1655-6, notice is taken of an officer named the regiſter, 
banns of marriage being thrice publiſhed in the church, 
John Smith, lockſmith, the regiſter, and Alice Garner, were 
married February 13th before Richard Floyer, of Hintz, eſq. 
juſtice of the peace, by orders given by Oliver Cromwell 7, 
ſigned Gamaliel Tuntall, the vicar, and John Smyth, regiſter. 
In June 1656, the banns being publiſhed on three Lord's days, 


* Bancroft. | 

t Oliver Cromwell's parliament of 1653 paſſed an act that all marriages ſhould 
be made by a juſtice of peace, and the banns aſked three ſeveral days in the next 
marker. None were forbidden to be married by a miniſter, but without a juſtice 
of peace the marriage was void. On this many wary couple were married both 
Ways. By tic ſame act paſſed by Barebones Parliament, as it was named, a re- 
giſter was to be appointed in all pariſhes, and who was to keep an account of 
| thole marriag-s, whoſe ceremonies were performed by the juſtices. | 
'Thomas 
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Thomas Wyatt of Footherley, and Sarah Miller of Cheſterfield, 
vere married before Richard Floyer, juſtice of the peace, April 4, 

1059, Thomas Cooper and Thomas Ward being ſet down as 
churchwardens; Thomas Wyat and Rowland Serjeant, as over- 
ſeers of the poor ; Gamaliel Tunſtall figns as vicar and regiſter, 

I had almoſt forgot that the clock was purchaſed and given for 
the uſe of the pariſh by the excellent lady Elizabeth, wite of Sa- 
muel Hill, eſq. of Shenſtone park; and in the church-yard is a neat 
dial ſet upon a pedeſtal of poliſhed ſtone, with ſteps,to aſcend to 
it, placed there by Mr. Fryth at the charge of eleven pounds, 
not more ornamental than uſeful. a | 

The church-yard is computed to conſiſt of an acre of ground. 
Many years ſince a low wall was built round it; but on its decay, 
and not being thoughr ſufficient fence, rails were ſet up againſt 
ſome parts of it nine or ten years ago; theſe decaying, the old 
wall was repaired with the remaining materials, and where it was 
requiſite new walls of brick were raiſed by Mr. Hardwic of the 
Boſſes, Mr. Smith of Nether Stonhall, churchwardens, and next 
year compleated by John Dolphyn, eſq. and Mr. Wadams, who 
ſerved that office. On two ſides of the church are planted beau- 
tifully ſpotted ſycamores, procured by Samnel Hill, eſq. from St. 
John's, or Trinity college, Cambridge. Theſe ſtand chiefly to the 
North and Weſt; and with other trees near, being ſurmounted 
by the tower and ſome portion of the church, give in ſeveral di- 
rections the appearance of ſuch an edifice in the midſt of a 
grove. The whole, at a diſtance, reſemble a hanging wood 
near a noble and ſtately plantation, happily adapted to the in- 
equalities of the ground, ſo as to produce a moſt ſttiking, and 
at the ſame inſtant a moſt pleaſing effect, and will by all, even 
thoſe of but a common taſte, be acknowledged a fine rural 
landſcape. 3 

By 
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By a memorial in the church we are informed, that it was 
new-covered, cieled, and beautified, and many new ſeats erected, 
in the years 1707, 1708, 1709, Tt710, by the care and trou- 
ble of Mr. John Jackſon of Cheſterfield, who was content to be 
continued churchwarden with Mr. Samuel Brown of Footherley - 
for thoſe years, in order to the perfecting of ſo pious and decent a 
work. By theſe officers the wainſcoting was ſet up for the greater 
warmth and conveniency, ſeparating the belfry, and excluding 
the only two doors by which is any entrance. 

In the South chancel are monuments of marble. Over the 
firſt, which is handſome, is an eſcutcheon of. white marble 
with a coat of arms, parted per pale, Argent and Azure, on 
the firſt three right hands Vert, couped at the wriſt, on the 
Azure three cinquefoils, Or; creſt, on a wreath a right hand 
graſping a ſword, proper. 

Underneath, the following eren - 


- Mary daughter of Sir Gabriel Lowe, of Newark in the county of Glouceſter, 
knight, firſt married to Robert Ducie, of Little Aſton in this pariſh, eſq. and af- 
terwards to Thomas Jolliffe.*, of Coſton- in the county of Worceſter, eſq. ex- 
emplary for piety, and. endowed with many virtues and eminent, which rendered 
her an ornament to her ſex, lies buried near this place. She departed this life on 
or near the 6th day of May, in the 42d year of her age, anno Dom. 166g. 
Her latter huſband hath erected this monument in memory of ſo excellent and 
deſerving a wife. 


On a ſtone within a "Re of odd. as we enter the aile from 
the North door, we read, | 


Fig rug ue, dh. 
Quad reliquum eſt Gulielmi Grace, A. M. 
N bbujuſque Eccleſiæ ritu Anglicano olim 
| Vicarii, hie reconditur. 


Jaxta 


\ . . 
1 , 


* In 1673 was Thomas Jolliffe, of Leeke, eſq. 
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Junta jacet Joanna Grace, prefati Gulielmi conjux unica. | 
F E vivis exceſſit; illa anno 
a Chriſti natu McLxXVIIf, 
ætatis ſuz præter propter L11 3 
Nonagenarius ille & ultra deceſſit 
tandem et in fide Chriſti obdormivit, 
vii. idus Novembris, are Chriſtianæ Mpcxc1x. N 
J. Grace, eccleſiz cathedralis Lichfield Theſaurarius, | 
eju{demque Gulielmi ex Joanna filius, 
hunc lapidem ſepulchralem pariter ac inſcriptum 
in memoriam parentum poſuit, ſacravit. 


Beſides the monument aforementioned, there ſtands a very 
neat one on the Eaſt ſide, directly oppoſite, of grey and black 
marble, and of curious workmanſhip; over it a coat of 
arms, party per pale, Argent, a feſs, Gules, engrailed Azure, 


on it three lambs paſſant, Argent, between three Catherine 
wheels, Azure. Upon the monument of grey marble is a large 


urn of black marble, rather jutting out; and on a well-poliſhed 
black one beneath, inſerted i in the grey marble, is the follow- 
ing inſcription : % | | 


Near this place lies the body of Richard Scott, of Little Aſton i in this pariſh, 


| eſq. He married Anne one of the daughters of John Addyes, eſq. of Moorhall 


in the county of Warwick, who alſo lies interred cloſe by the remains of her dearly 

. beloved: huſband, They leſt iſſue one only daughter, Mary the wife of Andrew 

Hacket, of Moxhul in the county of Warwick, eſq.. The aforeſaid Mrs. Anne 
_ Scott cauſed this monument to be erected to teſtify the regard and great affection 
the bore to ſo tender a huſband, and ſo valuable a friend. In the time of life they 
were ſignal examples of patience and reſignation to the will of God, which they long 
manifeſted under the ſevereſt trials of bodily pain and infirmities. At the time of 
death they were full of comfortable hope of a more happy re- union hereafter. He 
was born 26 February, 1672, and dicd 6 June, 1734, aged 62, She was born 
10 9 1689, and * 25 November, 1754, aged *, > | 


The 


' 
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The following gifts are fairly preſerved on ſeveral tables in 
the church. + 


Richard Ruggeley, of Hawkſyard, a by his laſt will (proved in the prero- 
'gative court of Canterbury, 1623), gave the rents of ſeveral parcels of lands called 
Bulmores, lying in this pariſh, to the poor inhabitants of the ſame, to be diſtributed 
yearly on the feaſt day of St. Thomas for ever. 

[ Theſe lands are 48 acres, of which twelve acres are in the holding of 
Ridding of Upper Stonhall, twelve held by John Salt of the ſame hamlet, twelye 
held by John Sedgewick of Hilton, and about twelve more under a leaſe - 
of 21 years to Thomas Adcock of Lyndon, at the yearly rent of 131. 28. 7d. 3; 
which money is faithfully diſtributed to the poor of each hamlet without any de. 
duction, in proportion to the wants of every perſon, and agreeable to liſts given 
in by the officers and other inhabitants on the day appointed by the donor. Widows 
are firſt conſidered, and have not leſs than five ſhillings apiece if their circum- 
ſtances. in any degree require it; much to the commendation of thoſe that diſtribute 
this charity, who thereby pay the greateſt reſpe& in their power to the memory 
of the pious benefactor, and their thankfulneſs to God, who 8 5 his heart thus 
to befriem! the poor.) 

Rowland Fryth, eſq. lord of this manor, purſuant to an agreement made be- 
tween his father, Edward Fryth, gent. lord of this manor, and the freeholders of 

the towuſhip of Footherly, concerning the incloſing a waſte piece of ground called 
Radley-moor, within the faid townſhip, did by deed convey one piece of the ſaid 

waſte ground called the Poor's Piece to truſtees for the uſe of the poor inhabitants 
of Footherley for ever; the rent to be diſtributed to and amongſt them annually, 
by the major part of the freeholders of that townſhip. This . is twelve acres 
and a half, let at five pounds ten ſhillings. 

Granada Brown, the relict of the ſaid Edward Fryth, and ts of the ſaid Row- 

land, left the ſum of fifty pounds in the hands of her ſaid ſon, in truſt ; that he 
ſhould lay out the ſame in lands, or otherwiſe, as he thought fit, ſo as the profit 
ſhould be given, for ever, amongſt the poor widows of the townſhip of Lynn, and the 
two Stonhalls; or, for want of poor widows, to and amongſt the other pooreſt in · 

babitants of the ſaid townſhips; and be diſtributed annually upon the day of her 
death, which happened on the Feaſt of St. Matthias, 1696. 

Mr. Thomas Cooper of Lynn, by his laſt will proved at Lichfield, 1667, gave 
ten ſhillings for ever to ten poor widows, or the pooreſt inhabitants of Lynn and 
the two Stonhalls; to be iſſued out of lands called Nickin's Farm, to be diſtributed * 
annually on the Feaſt of St. Thomas the Apoſtle for ever. 
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Mr. Wenloe Sedgewick, of Little-Aſton, gave the ſum of three pounds to the 


r inhabitants of Little Aſton, and left the ſame in the hands of his fon James to 


be diſpoſed of accordingly ; the intereſt of this is diſtributed to the poor of Little 
Aſton by James Moſs, tenant to John Butler, gent. 

John Stubbs, of Huntington near Cannoe, gent. (to whom or family John Butler 
deviſed the eſtate at Aſton, formerly — ſays, his tenant Jackion 
pays yearly five ſhillings to Aſton poor. > 

A crimſon velvet . pulpit cloth, with a cuſhion of the fads, fringed and taſſeled 
with gold and filk fringe, was given by Dr. William Gibbons of London, fellow 
of the College of Phyſicians there, whoſe mother was a native of this pariſh, daugh- 
ter to Mr. Fryth of Thornes. 

(T heſe (from the great care taken of them) remain yet freſh and handſome, and 
are an ornament to the church and pulpit. ] 

A ſmall ſilver ſalver was given for the ſervice of the communion by Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Fryth, . wife of Rowland Fryth, lord of this manor. 


The dial in the church-yard was given and ſet up at the only charge of the ſaid 


Rowland Fryth, eſq. 

[Notice is taken, that the laſt table was ſet up in 171 1, by John n and 
Thomas Dickinſon, gentlemen, churchwardens. ] 

Mr. Robert Greiſbrooke, of Shenſtone, left 308. to a ſchoolmaſter at = AA 
for the ſchooling of four poor children of Shenſtone, to be ifſuing out in the ſame 
village, given by will to his nephew Greiſbrook Cramp, to be paid yearly for e ever. 
This was ſet up by Thomas Barfoot, and J. Jackſon. 


John Sylveſter, of Overſtonhall in this pariſh, bachelor, departed this life July 1, 


| 1926, He gave ten ſhillings for ever to the poor widows in the townſhip. of Over 
Stonhall ; and left one acre of land lying in the Hill field-piece on the Welt (ide, 


under the hedge of Mr. Thomas Dickinſon, in the year 1727, This memorial was 


ſet up by Thomas Barfoot, and Joha Jackſon, gentlemen. 
William Smyth, citizen and barber-ſurgeon of London, did by will, dated Au- 


guſt 12, Anno Dom. 1720, give, deviſe, and bequeath, unto the miniſter of the 
pariſh of Over Stonhall for the time being, and his ſucceſſors for ever, the annual 


ſum of five pounds, to be iſſuing and payable out of that part of his eſtate before 


deviſed to his nephew John Smyth, which he purchaſed of Mr. Turner, clear of 


all charges and deductions whatſoever, upon this ſpecial truſt and confidence, that 
he the ſaid miniſter for the time being, and his ſucceſſors for ever, ſhall yearly, 
'D wich 
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with the ſaid ſum of five pounds, place and put ont to apprentice one poor boy, ſon 
of ſome poor inhabitant of the town or village of Over Stonhall aforefaid, adding, 
that his will and mind is, that the ſaid poor boy be put apprentice to a barber from 
time to time, if he ſhall be thought thereto qualified by the faid miniſter for the 
time being; bur, if it ſhall happen that there ſhall not be found one poor boy of the 
ſaid town or village, yearly to be placed out, then he wills that the ſaid annual 
ſum ſhall be laid up by the ſaid miniſter for the time being; and if in three years 
a boy be fond, that then the money ſo laid up ſhall go toward the advancement 
of the ſaid boy, and ſo from time to time as often as it ſhall happen that ſuch 
poor boy cannot be found out yearly to be put out apprentice, This table was ſet 
up 1751, by John Crump, and Rowland Hodgkin, churchwardens. 

- {The laſt donation hath been of the greateſt ufe, many tradefmen not only in 
the ſaid hamlet and pariſh of Shenſtone having received it when ſet out apprentices, 
but others thai are well fettled in other places, though we muſt indeed obſerve 
from the liberty allowed of the boys being thought qualified for barbers by the 
miniſter,” they have been placed out to better trades. Such have been ready for 
the money for many years, ſo that none could be ſtored up by the truſtee, at the 
ſame time no deduction or charge hath been made to the leſſening the ſaid ſum of 
five pounds that we know of.] 


In the aile on the North ſide is a ſtone monument of a pyra- 
midical form againſt the wall, but it is by no means curious: 
on it this writing: 


Here lyeth the bodys of Alexander Adcock, and Jane his wife. He departed 
this life June 7, 1721, aged 71. She died September 9, 1729, aged 78. Wil- 
liam, their ſon, departed this life February 21, 1731, aged 55. Theſe are of a 
family ſettled at Nether Stonhall . long time. 


For the benefit of the Engliſh reader here is given a free 
tranſlation of the Latin monument of William Grace and Joan 
his wife. 


| For ever. Amen. 
Here lie the remains of William Grace, Maſter of Arts, formerly vicar of this 
church, according to the Engliſh Eſtabliſnment. | 


3 Near 


OF SHENSTONE : ug 


Near him lies Joanna, or Joan, Kole, wife of the aforeſaid William Grace. She 
departed this life in the year of Chriſt's nativity 1668, aged about 52. 

He ſurvived to the age of about ninety or more, and at length departed * wich a 
full truſt in Chriſt, on the 7th of the ides of November, in the year of the Chriſ- 
tian 2ra 1699» 

Job Grace, treaſurer of the cathedral church at Lichfield, and ſon of the ſaid * 
William and Joanna, dedicated and ſet up this ſepulchral memorial and inſcription. 
to his parents. : 


Matters worthy notice, or that have any thing particular re- 
lating to them, in the church-yard, are, 


A neat monument of azure coloured ſtone, of a very fine 


grain, and well poliſhed, ſtanding upon a foundation of white 


ones; at the four corners are pillars of white ſtone, neatly cut 


and poliſhed. 


This is placed over the body of a gentleman of 25 years old, ſon of Richard and 
Mary Burgeſs, of Quarndon in the county of Leiceſter, who put an end to his 


own life at the Welch harp in Upper Stonhall, whither he came as a traveller in 


the ſtage coach. 


On a grave-ſtone : 


Here lies the body of John Shenſtone, He died Auguſt 14, 1727, aged 73. 
And theſe lines: 
| Weep not for me, I am at reſt, 
To dwell with Chriſt is ever beſt; 
Your loſs in me is Chriſt his gain, 
There we ſhall ever with him remain ; 
Then ſtrive to gain the glorious crown, 


Till here by me you do lye down. 


Two ſtone tombs ſtand near each other in the center of the 


church-yard, on the South ide of the church, with the follow- 
ing inſcription; 


Alexander Ward, his corps here doth "RE 
A perſon of renown'd i integrity j | 


* Was buried on the roth of November, 


D 2 | Who 
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Who at Freefort did live, and died there, 

Jehovah his creatour hee did teare ; - 

The tenth of December buried was he, 

And in the year of our Lord ſixty-three. 

By one dear wife children nineteen had hee, 

A wonder's wonder this ſeem doth to me: 

At Leichfield city heead bailiff thrice hee was, 

Which office none ſoe oft did there through paſs; 

A friend to the needy, a ſuccour to the poor, 

An image of unparrel virtue ſhure, 

Not of the world, but himſelf a victour hee, 

Thus greater then Alexander the Great could bee. 
N | Etatis ſuæ 75. 


On this are ſeveral eſcutcheons cut in the ſtone, but no arms 
are found. 


Henry Ward intomb'd alſoe is here, 
A kinſman to the other was he moſt neare, 
The eighteenth of November buried was 
In the year ſixty-one he did not paſs, 
Together liv'd they, death did them ſecate, 
The thread of life foe wilt thou ſeparate. 
Death ſeizeth all when time expired is, 
Youth, age, and ſtrength, it none of theſe doth mils. 
Theis brothers are therein, which all be nuſt, 
5 The graves, our long home, ſhall be in the duſt 

I Though dead they are, of them who more can ſay, 
In perſon dead their fames will not decay. 
What though their roots be gone, their buds remain; 

Il be trees being dead, their fruit doth ſpring again. 
LF | Etatis illius 70. 


The letters are all capitals, and ſo defaced as to be hardly 
legible. 


1 On 


DPI enn 21 
on a flat ſtone: | 


In memory of Edward Lake, 8 
who departed this life.. February, 
(zre) Chriſtianæ 1701, (æta)tis ſuæ 83. 


The incloſed letters are worn out. 


Upon a ſtone to the memory of Robert Collins, and Mar- | 


garet his wife. 


Remember me 

When this you ſee; 

As J am, ſo muſt you be, 
Therefore prepare to follow me. 


Four lines more are entirely Sone. 


Upon a grave- ſtone over the corpſe of Sarah Ingram, who 


died in 1751, aged 81. 


A loving wife, a tender parent, a good . — to do good to all in 


her power. 


The monument of William Smyth, ſurgeon and barber, re- 
mains in ruins, as it hath done many years, to the reproach of 
the inhabitants of Upper Stonhall, who have a claim to his cha- 
rity, and to thoſe who have received of his bounty and are in 
good circumſtances, | 

In the church-yard wall remains a ſtone hollowed out in the 
Romiſh times for the reception of holy water, found a few years 


ſince when the church was repaired ; it ſtood near the North door, 


againſt the wall on the left hand, Over it ſtood the figure of a 
lamb cut in ſtone, with other ornaments, and there yet is a 
carving much like the half of a wheel in ſtone, 

Churchwardens were unqueſtionably of very ancient inſtitu- 
tion; but we cannot poſitively fix the time, though we may the 
date, of the overſeers of the poor. Before the diſſolution of the 
monaſteries, all the poor were maintained by thoſe religious 

houſes ; 
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houſes; but after king Henry VIII. had demoliſhed them, the 
poor became not only diſtreſſed in themſelves, but alſo a public 
grievance; on which an act of parliament paſſed in the 4, 
of Elizabeth for their relief, and appointing overſeers for that end. 

The dedication of churches in memory of ſome faint is taken 
3 of by St. Auguſtine, who ſays, © The nations erected 
temples to their Gods ; we erect them to our martyrs, but nut 
as unto Gods, but memorials as unto dead men, whoſe ſpirits 
aro ſtill living with God.“ And again, To them, * ſpeaking of 
angels and ſaints, * we appoint no churches, becauſe they are not 
to us as Gods,” Whence it is manifeſt, that they are conſecrated 
or dedicated to God only, though it was in memory of ſome 
particular ſaint, either becauſe by the miniſtry of the ſaints it 
pleaſed God to ſhew ſome rare effect of his power; or elſe in 
regard of death, which thole ſaints having ſuffered for the teſ- 
timony of TJefus Chriſt, did thereby make the places where they 
died venerable; and again, becauſe good and virtuous men were 
deſirous of giving ſuch occaſion of mentioning them often, to 
the end that the naming of their perſons might cauſe enquiry 
to be made about them and their good lives, and give occaſion 
for meditating upon their virtues. 

In the time of king Edward I. a decree was made by Robert de 
Winchelſea, archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his metropolitical vi- 
ſitation, and confirmed by Walter Reynolds, his ſucceſſor in that 
ſee, that the pariſhioners throughout all the archdeaconries of 
his province ſhould take care that the image of that faint, to 
whoſe memory the church was dedicated, be always erected in 
the chancel of each pariſh church ; but theſe were pulled down | in 
the reign of king Edward VI. or queen Elizabeth, 

It is cuſtomary to go a proceſſioning, or bannering, as the 


people term it, once only in about ſeven years in this pariſn, on 
account 


* 


account of the expence, or at the change of the lord of the ma- 


nor, or the coming in of a new vicar; the nature of which _ 


cuſtom, and whence it hath its riſe, may pleaie the reader. 

At the. time of the Reformation, when proceſſions, which 
made part of the ſolemnity in the Gang week, were aboliſhed 
by reaſon of the abute of them, yet for retaining the perambu- 
lation of the circuits of parithes, it was enjoined in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, that the people ſhould once a year at the 
uſual time, with the miniſter and ſubſtantial men of the pariſh, 
walk round the pariſh as was cuſtomary, and at their return to 
church make the common prayers, provided that the miniſter 
at convenient places ſhall admonith the people to give thanks to 
God for the increaſe and abundance of the fruits of the earth, 
. repeating the 103d pſalm. At which time the miniſter ſhall 
inculcate this and ſuch like ſentences, © Curſed be he that re- 
moveth his neighbour's landmark.” No ſuch prayers have, in- 
deed, ſince been appointed; but there is a homily divided into 
four parts, the three firſt parts to be uſed on the Monday, 
Tueſday, and Wedneſday, and the fourth on the day when 
the pariſhioners. make their proceſſion. | 8 


One author ſays the ſervice formerly appointed in the Roga- ; 


tion day of proceſſion was the 103d and 104th pſalms, with 
the Litany, and Suffrages, and the Homily of Thankſgiving *, 


(7 Eliz.) the two pſalms were to be faid at convenient places in 


the common perambulation; the people thus giving thanks to 
God in the beholding of God's benefits, the increaſe and abund- 
ance of his fruits upon the earth; at their return to church 
they were to ſay the reſt of the ſervice mentioned and enjoined, 
Gang week is what we call Rogation + week. The word Lang 
is Saxon, ſignifying a walking or going about, and was par- 


® Biſhop Sparrow's Rationale of the Common Prayer, p. 118. 


N. From the Goſpel now uſed, which teaches us how to aſk of God ſo as we may 
tain, 


ticularly 
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ticularly applied to this week, from the cuſtom obſerved of 
walking the bounds of a pariſh. The Browniſts (ſectaries of 
note in Charles I.) make it the 23d article of their charge 
againſt the Church of England, terming it expreſsly “ The 


Gang week, and praying over the corn and graſs ;” a charge 


that is ſufficiently invalidated by what is above ſaid. _ 

It may not be amiſs to ſay ſomething of the Feaſt of Dedica- 
tion, commonly called the Wake, kept the firſt Sunday after st. 
John the Baptiſt's day. 

That ſuch feſtivals were very ancient, we have the evidence 
of the Scripture *; and St. Auguſtin ſays, the Jews uſually ce- 
lebrated the. day when their temple was conſecrated. That 
they were originally kept annually on the ſame ſaint's day, unto 
whoſe memory the church was dedicated, no doubt can be 

made: which duty ſo performed by Chriſtians was by St. 


| Baſil termed a worſhip of God, and a reverence to the martyrs; 


neither can we do leſs than ſuppoſe, that the pious and devout 
munificence of the founder and endower of the church was 
likewiſe then gratefully remembered, as a particular ſervice was 
uſed in that ſolemnity. From the people aſſembling in the 
church, and with praiſes to God watching all night there, in 


| Imitation of the ſhepherds watching over their flocks by night, 


came the name of a wake or waking. A legendary manuſcript of 
St. John the Baptiſt records, that the people came to the 
church with candles burning, and would wake; and come with 


light towards night to the church in their devotions; afterward 


they fell to ſongs and dancing, harping, piping, alfo to glut- 
tony and fin; thus they turned the holyneſs into curſedneſs, on 
which the holy fathers ordained, that the people ſhould leave 
that waking, and faſt the even.” This the learned Antiquary, 


® John x. 22. 
who 
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who gives this account, thinks to have been prohibited in the 


year 1362 (36 Edward III.) by Simon Iſlip, archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, in virtue of a decree. made by pope Gregory IX. 
In proceſs of time, inconveniencies ariſing from the obſervance 
of the very days of keeping the feſtival, eſpecially ſuch as hap- 
pened in harveſt, many of them were altered, and the any 
transferred to the next Sunday following. 
We are told a fair was granted to the village of Shenſtone, 


and that a few years ago people here remember attempts made 


to revive it upon the Wake Monday; but, lying ſo near Lich- 
field and other market towns, or not being ſupported. with a 


becoming ſpirit, it met with no ſucceſs. The origin of ſuch. 


meetings, called Fairs, was from the Wake or annual Feaſt for 
the Dedication. of Churches, when traders brought goods under 
the very churches, and in the church-yards, on the Sunday. 
Thither multitudes coming from the adjacent places, and dan- 
gerous tumults ariſing frequently, the government laid reſtraints 
upon them, allowing ſuch meetings only by particular charters. 

We ſhall obſerve: ſomething of pariſhes in general, from the 
beſt authority, and then proceed to ſpeak. eſpecially of this. 


A pariſh is that circuit of ground in which the fouls under 


the care of one parſon or vicar do inhabit. How ancient 
pariſhes are is difficult to aſcertain, for it ſeems to be agreed on 
all hands, that, 'in the early ages of Chriſtianity in this Hand, 


they were unknown, or at leaſt fignified what a dioceſe: now - 


does. No particular church had the dries, but n man was at 


liberty to give his tithes to whatever prieſt or church he pleaſed, 


provided he did it to ſame; or they were paid to the biſhop... 
Camden ſays, England was divided into pariſhes by archbiſhop 
Honorius, * about the year 6 * oi Henry Ke affirms they 


* The ffi who ar in the Sole of Canterbury 2 . 
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were erected by the Lateran council in 1179. A very inge- 
nious writer ſays they are both miſtaken ;' for we find them, and 
even mother churches, in being in 970, mentioned in the laws 
of king Edgar, which appointed, that all tenths ſhould be 
given to the principal church to which the pariſh appertained s. 
This proves that the kingdom was then divided into pariſhes; 
which diviſion probably happened not all at once, but by de- 
grees; for it ſeems pretty clear and certain, that the boundaries 
of them were originally aſcertained by thoſe of a manor or ma- 
nors, ſince it very ſeldom happens that a manor extends itſelf 
over more pariſhes than one, though there are often many 
manors in one pariſh, as is the caſe in this of Shenſtone, 

The lords, as Chriſtianity ſpread itſelf, began to build 
churches on their own demeſnes, or waſtes, to accommodate 
their tenants in one or two adjoining lordſhips ; and, in order to 
have divine ſervice regularly performed therein, obliged all their 
tenants to appropriate their tythes to the maintenance of the 
officiating miniſter, inſtead of leaving them at liberty to diſ- 
tribute them among the clergy of the dioceſe in general: and 
this tract of land, the tythes whereof were ſo appropriated, 
formed a diſtinct pariſh, which will fufficiently account for 
the frequent intermixture of pariſhes one with another ; for if a 
lord had a parcel of land detached from the main of his eſtate, 
but not ſufficient to form a pariſh of itſelf, it was natural for 
him to endow his newly erected church with the tythes of thoſe 
disjointed lands, eſpecially if no church was then built in any 
lordſhip adjoining, to thoſe outlying parcels. Some lands, either 
becauſe they were in the hands of irreligious owners, or ſuch 
as were careleſs, or were ſituate in foreſts, or deſert places, or 


* Ur dentur omnes decimæ primariæ ecclefiz ad quam parochia. pertinet. 
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for other unſearchable reaſons, were never united to any pariſh, 
and therefore continue extra- parochial, and their tithes by cuſtom | 
immemorial payable to the king, in truſt that he will diſtribute 8 
them for the good of the church; yet extra-parochial waſtes 5 
and marſh lands, when improved — drained, are to be aſ- 
ſeſſed to all parochial rates in the next adjoining pariſh. | 
In the Northern parts were neither churches nor fonts; and 
therefore Paulinus, who. firſt converted thoſe people to the 
Chriſtian faith, baptized them in the river Swale, . about the 
year of our Lord 627. Yet in England pariſhes were appointed : 
by Honorius aforeſaid in the year 636, or, as we noted, in, 630, — 
for in this eminent Antiquaries do not agree, that he might 
aſſign to every prieſt the. particular flock on which he ſnould 
have the charge *. In the primitive times of the Engliſh-Saxon 
church (faith Selden +), viz. about the year 684, the biſhop 
and the whole clergy of the dioceſe were as one body, living 
upon their endowments beſtowed on the biſhoprick, and their 
treaſure that came from the ſundry places of devotion, whither 
ſome one or other of them, at the biſhop's appointment, was ſent 
to preach the word, and adminiſter the ſacrameats, every clerk 3:3 
having his dividend. for his maintenance. Cuthbert, the Ro 
eleventh. archbiſhop of Canterbury, about the year 78 2, obtained 
of the pope, that the bodies of the dead ſhould be buried in 
church- yards within the cities; whereas, before, the cuſtom 
was to carry them out of the walls to be interred. In a ſynod | 
at London, anno 1102, held by Anſelm, archbiſhop „ 
terbury, it was ordained, that the tenths ſhould be paid to the 3 
churches, a proof that they were given at liberty; and even in 
the year 1 200 che laity paid tythes to what church they choſe. 


Ut ſingulis miniſtris ſingulos greges ** curarent poſſet attribuere. 
4 Hiſt, of * p- 254. 
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Shenſtone village, adjoining to the church Hill, has ſome- 
thing in its appearance very pleafing. The houſes in general 
| look neat ; many of them have little courts or gardens in front, 
which adds, to their rural appearance, and are in number about 
thitty-five, in which reckoning we do not include the ſeats 
of thoſe gentlemen who live at a diſtance from the village, 
though called properly in its hamlet. The ſoil is a mixture of 
earth, inclining to a red caft, and fand; hence it is generally dry, 
even ſoon after great rains. The fituation is accounted very 
healthy, and the air fine, but rather ſharp enough for very 
infirm conſtitutions, or thoſe that labour either under conſump- 


tive complaints or aſthmas. As a proof of the wholeſome ſitua- 


ation, were lately two ſchools for the inſtruction of young ladies, 

which flouriſhed greatly, not more on this account than for the 
polite education of many gentlewomen now at the head of very 
good families. The Reverend Mr. Criſpe had alſo a large 
ſchool of gentlemen; but, there being no endowment for the 
future ſupport of it, it ceaſed with him. A charity ſchool was 
erected here by a voluntary contribution, under the direction of 
the late Mr. Bar foot; and a number of truſtees accepted the care 
of it, all of which are deceaſed except Jofeph Parker, gent. of 
Lichfield ; the ſmalt maintenance allowed to the maſter, and 
the great age of the preſent director, are no ſmall hindrances 
to its being uſeful ; the houſe and ſchool- room are fit for the 
purpoſe, and are in good condition. N | | 


S HE N- 


OF SHENS TON E. 29 


s HE N S T ONE HA L I. 


At the diſtance of a quarter of a mile from the church ſtands 
a good houſe, named Shenſtone Hall, or the Old Hall, though 


modern-built, from its being heretofore the ſeat of an antient 
family, and built in the manner of tlioſe times, half of tim- 
ber, and the other part plaiſtered walls. It ſtood ſomewhat 
lower than the preſent habitation, on the ſite where the ſtables 
are, and nearly fronting it, and was erected by the Rugeleys. 
The houſe we now fee makes a good appearance, is of brick, 
edged with ſtone of the ſame kind with that of the quarries 
aforeſaid, with a large porch of the ſame materials in the fore 
part, and a handſome court, and round it a high tone wall, ad- 


joining to the great road leading to Lichfield 5 alſo two good 
gardens walled, round, and a third for the uſe of the kitchen. 


ln the beſt of them lying to the road is a noble terras, exceed - 


ingly well ſhaded with much-admired elras or ſycamores of 
large growth. Cloſe to this, on the other fide of the garden-wall, 


was a rookery ; but this was deſtroyed: by the preſent poſſeſſor, 
as being a nuiſance, not only to himſelf, but to the farmers in 
the neighbourhood. Near this manſion are a malt-houſe, ex- 
cellent ſtables, a large barn, with other conveniences, and ca- 
nals for fiſh. The barn and ſtables were additions made by the 
late Samuel Hill, eſq. and Thomas Hill, of Terne, eſq. and 
yet the building of the ſaid manſion very much injured the 
declining fortune of the gentleman who owned it. 

The firſt family that we know certainly to have poſſeſſed this 
beat was that of the Rugeleys, of whom very old records ſpeak, 
Geoffrey 


— 
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Geoffrey and Henry de Rugele granted lands to Robert de 
Wolſeley, to which Richard de Hintz was an evidence. This 
deed is without date, and probably as early as king Henry III. 
in which reign we find Richard de Hintz named as a gen- 
fleman on a ſpecial jury, with Richard de Thickbroom, 
William de Strethay, and others. In 4 Henry III. Robert de 
Rugeley was witneſs to the charter of Neſta de ' Cokefield 
(relict of Thomas de Burgh}, giving lands (Actonſhoe wood) near 
to Kerſey monaſtery in Suffolk. In the ſame reign the prin- 
cipal ſeat of the family was Hawkſyard in Staffordſhire, where 
then reſided Humphrey Rugele, whoſe ſon and heir was Tho- 
mas, whoſe heir was William, who was obliged. to fly out of 
the kingdom for killing Robert de Byſkeland ; but, £6: Edward I, 
having done ſome great and faithful ſervice to the Engliſh army 
in Flanders, he received a pardon for that crime. Under this 
prince, and king Edward II. —— Rugeley, eſq. was ſeated at 
Longdon near Lichfield. Francis ſold his eſtate there, and a ſeat 
named Uucithall, with the demeſne land belonging to it, to —— 
Huſſey *, of Albrighton z-but in the reign of Edward IV, it was 
re-purchaſed from Thomas Ridley, eſq. by —— Rugeley, eſq. of 
the former family, who bore the ſame arms, and had to wife 
| — daughterof Sir John de Freeford, knight, or rather Trefford t, 
of whom we have this record, that his daughter and heir mar- 
ried into the family of Rugeley, who had a ſeat at Trefford, 
and had the prend of Trefford, and ſome other advantages 


* Huſſey ſold the eſtate to Barlow of Derbyſbire, who paſſed it to 
Laurence Wright. From 7 to 44 Edward III. it was held by Simon Ridley, who 


had Richard, father of Thomas. 


One author ſays, it was in the reign of Henry VI. that Huſſey purchaſed the 
eſtate; if ſo, it was, as we obſerve, fold twice. 

+ William Trefford, of Switbamley (1673) in Staffordſhire, married Clare, 
Ae of Sir Edward Longueville, of Woollerton in Bucks, baronet. 


with 
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with her. This branch bore Trefford's arms, and were in \ being 
in the reign of king George I. Theſe Treffords bore. two coats, one- 
was Argent, a croſs engrailed Sable; the other a griffin ſegreant, 
Cules. In the reign of Henry VI. we find the family ſettled in 
Longdon; and about the end of Henry VII. Humphrey Rugeley, 
of Longdon, gave Eleanor his daughter in marriage to Richard 
Broughton, of the ſame place, eſq. by whom ſhe had iſſue Edward, 
living 1583, then aged 40, alſo four daughters, Frances, Catherine, 
Matilda, and Elizabeth. The ſaid Humphry married another 
daughter, Elizabeth Ruggles. to Nicholas Bagſhaw *, eſq. ſon-of 
Nicholas Bagſhaw, , of Abeney, Derbyſhire, who had by her 
ſix ſons, of which Nicholas, the eldeſt, of Abeney and Farwel, 
near Longdon, in right of his wife, married Joan, daughter 
of Robert Linacre, eſq. and had two daughters, Elizabeth aged 7, 
(1583) and Nazareth, wife of Thomas Harcourt, eſq. of Bur- 
rough-hall t, deſcended of the Ranton Harcourts. Io, 13, and 
14 Edward III. Simon de Rugeley, being high-ſheriff of Salop 
and Staffordſhire, had the caſtle of Shrewſbury committed to his 
cuſtody, bearing then the title of Valettus Regis, which ſhews 
he was the king's attendant in an honourable condition. One of his 
daughters married to —— Agar, eſq. whoſe family was ſeated at 
Foſton near Sudbury, Derbyſhire. Richardus de Ruggele 1 is men- 
tioned as a perſon of figure, that had a right to bear a coat of arms, 
in the reign of Richard II. and Henry IV. and has the title of an 
eſquire. 14 Henry IV. Hugh de Ruggeley was one of the founders 
of a chantry or chapel at Knoll in Warwickſhire. Nicholas de 
Ruggeley was a perſon of note in the reign of Richard II. and 
2 Henry IV, at which time he reſided at Hauſeyard, and had a 


» William Bagſhaw of Farwell, at a Viſitation. of the Heralds at arms, 1 583, 
was allowed to be a gentleman, and io have a right to a coat of arms. | 
+ In Gnoſall, Staffordſhire. | 


grant 
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| grant of the rangerſhip of Sutton Coldfield chace. He continued 
in this office till the roth or TIth of Henry VI*; when, growing 
old, he became unfit for that employment, but was afterwards 
recorded among the knights and eſquires of Warwickſhire, 
- who themfelves ſwore, and were commiſſioned to take the 
oaths of all others in their ſeveral counties, to promote the 
peace of the nation, 12 Henry VI, and oblige all to obſerve 
the articles concluded in parliament between the two royal 
| houſes. We find him alſo employed in diſcovering ſuch perſons 
as were diſaffected to the Lancaſtrian intereſt, and favoured the 
York title to the Crown. This ſame gentleman, and Edith his 
wife +, 8 Henry V, bought of Hugh Stanley, and Joyce his 
wife, a third part of the manors of Bordeſley and Heybarne in 
Warwickſhire, on the death of Hugh lord Burnel, which were 
the eſtates of Joyce his wife, daughter of Thomas ſon of John 
lord Botetourt. Nicholas de Rugeley alſo (10 Henry V.) pur- 
chaſed the manor of Dunton in Warwickſhire of Sir Richard 
Stanhope, of Rampton in Nottinghamſhire, knight, for his hunt- 
ing-ſeat, of which ſport he was exceedingly fond. He died be- 
fore Editha his wife, who furviving left a legacy at her death in the 
reign of Henry VI. to an anchorite at Stirvichal chapel in War- 
wickſhire. By this Editha he left ifſue, 1, Simon of Hawkſyard, 
or Hawkſley, who married Elizabeth, fecond daughter of Sir John 
Draycot, knight, deſcended of 'Sir Philip, brother to William 
de Malbanc, firſt baron of eee 2, Nicholas; 3, William, 
living 20th Edward IV.; 4, Thomas, whoſe daughter and heir, 
Editha, was married to Roth Thickneſs, eſq. a gentleman of 
good family, ſeated at Sutton Cheney and Bakerley in Stafford- 


. Nicolas, 8 Henry VE. was high ſheriff of Warwick hice, and ſon of en 
Ruggeley, temp. Hen. IV. | 
Daughter and heir of Waldeive, eſq. . 


3 ; | | ſhue;. 
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ſhire); alſo a daughter Jocoſa or Joyce, married to Hugh Har- 
man *, of Moorhall, near Sutton Coldfield, and ſecondly to Simon 
Montfort of Kingſhurſt, Warwickſhire eſq. (temp. Hen: VIII.) of 
the great family long ſettled at Coleſhill. Nicholas living 33 
Henry VI. had a ſon William, who by Jane daughter of 
Maſſey, eſq. had James of Warwick, 14 Henry VII. John, ſe- 
cond ſon of this Nicholas, married Joyce + daughter of Ralph 
Sheldon of Beoley, Worceſterſhire, eſq.; and had by her Ralph, 
who took to wife Rebecca daughter of Rowland Rugeley of 
Shenſtone, eſq. whoſe ſon and heir, Sir Rowland, of Shen- 
ſtone and Dunton, dying 1629, left William, by Elizabeth 
daughter and coheir of Sir Thomas Knolles, knight. William, 
being a known loyaliſt in king Charles the Firſt's troubles, - be- 
came very obnoxious to the prevailing party, and was obliged to 
compound for his eſtate at the ſum of thirty-three pounds three 
ſhillings and four-pence. -- -  - | 3 
Rowland Rugeley the elder, as above, married Ellen daughter 
and ſole heir of John Thirkell, of Small wood, Staffordſhire, eſg. 
by Jane daughter and coheir of. Sir Lewis Bagot, knight, of 
Bagot's Bromley, by Emma Kniveton, the firſt of his five wives, 
with whom he poſſeſſed the manor of Smallwood, but reſided 
at Shenftone. This Rowland and Ellen Thirkill had iſſue, t, 
William, living 1583 ; 2, Thomas, who married a daughter of 
- Pegge, of Tettenhall, Staffordſhire ; 3, George . 4, James, 
who married Margery daughter of —— Clarke, eſq. and two 
daughters, Joan wife of Thomas Rowley of Heykeley ; and 
Rebecca wife of Ralph Rugeley, of Dunton. William ſuc- 


Ala the 19th of Henry VIII. 1523, Hugh Harman, or Veſey, ſon of William and 
Joan Harman, of Sutton Coldfield, brother and heir to the biſhop of Exeter, by 

Joyce de Rugeley, had four daughters, Joan, Eleanor, Margaret, and Dorothy. 
+ She ſuryived, and re-married to Thomas Baſkerville of Curdworth. 
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cceded, and lived at Shenſton hall; by Elizabeth his wife 
daughter of John Knutsford * of Malvern, Worceſterſhire, eſq. 
had iſſue, 1, Richard, aged 19 in the year 1583; 2, Rowland; 
3, Thirkel ; 4, Henry; allo five daughters, Ellen, Jane, Anne, 
' Margaret, and Penelope. On the 7th of December, 22 Charles 
I. Thomas Ruggeley, eſq. of Shenſton, witneſſed a deed con- 
veying lands of Roger Adams of Footherley to James Fletcher 
vf the ſamé village; and in 1649 evidenced the conveyance of 
a tenement paſſed by the ſaid Roger Adams to J. Collier, and 
in 1648 to lands which Roger aſſigned to Robert Adams, his ſon, 
at Footherley ; alſo, the fame year, of lands pafſed over by 
Roger Adams-to Alexander Warde of Shenſtone, or Wood-end. 
In 1581, April 23, was buried at Shenſtone Mr. Rugeley, 
and in September that year Elizabeth Rudgeley. In 1590 Row- 
lard Rudgeley had a ſon Thomas baptized January 8, and a 
daughter Elizabeth in April, 1591. George Rugely of Shen- 
ſtone, gent. was buried there the 29th of April, 1598. Wil- 
liam Rugeley, eſq. was buried the 14th of June, 1602. 
In the 16th of Henry VI. May 24, John Rugeley was made 
EKRanger of Sutton Coldfield chace by grant, on which I conjectue 
he acted in that capacity for Nicolas, who was far advanced in years, 
and then ſucceeded him 16 Henry VI. This John's ſeat was 
at Wiggington, Warwickſhire, and his wife was Margery only 
daughter of John Holt, eſq. of Birmingham Aſton. In the 
reign of Henry VII. Laurence Thickneſs, eſq. of Batterley, mar- 
ried Rugeley's daughter, and had Ralph and Robert, ſeated 


* "John Knutsford, of Malvern-houſe, Warwickſhire, ferjeant.at arms about the 
reign . of queen Mary, or queen Elizabeth, married Joan eldeſt of the five daughters 
and heirs to Richard Knightly, of Upton in Northamptonſhire, eſq.; coheirs alſo to 
Sir Edmund Knightly, knight, who died in the 34th year of Henry VIII. poſſeſſed 
of the manor of Southam, Warwickſhire,  - _ | OY 


at 
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at Beaumaris, * which Ralph was father of Robert, 
who reſided at Whittingdon, Staffordſhire, and of Ralph, of 
whom the family at Batterley deſcended for many generations. 
John Ruggely, abbot of Mereval, Warwickſhire, was the 
chief inſtrument of founding the gild at Manceter, 37 Hen, VI, 
for poor people of Atherſton and Manceter x. | | 
In the 14th of Edward IV. Thomas Riggeley witneſſed a 
deed conveying lands at Horecroſs, Staffordſhire. In the reign 
of James I. Mary daughter of John Rugeley of Coventry, 
and of Dunton, was married to George Barbour, eſꝗq. of Tam- 
worth, or ſome ſeat near it, who had iſſue by her the noted 
Leiceſter Barbour 4, an active officer of the Parliament in the 
the troubleſome times of King Charles I. alſo one of the com- 
mittee at Stafford. | 
In the reign of Henry VII. or Henry VIII. Humphry Rugeley 
of Rudgley, Staffordſhire, whence moſt likely the family came, 
married Maud, daughter of Richard Groſvenor, eſq. ſon of Sir Ro- 
bert by Catherine daughter and coheir of Richard Coton of Hamp- 
ſtall Ridware, but ſhe died without iſſue October 8, 3 Hen. VIII. 
William Rugeley, eſq. (whom I take. to be the ſon of John, 
ranger of Sutton chace in the reign of Henry VI.) page of the 
royal wardrobe, and page of the chamber, had by letters patent, 
dated at Weſtminfter, the office of keeper of the chace at Hill- 
wood, or Sutton Parva, with the ſame fees and privileges as any of 
his predeceſſors in that office; and 16 Henry VIII. Sept. 21, had 
the office of Keeper of the woods and beaſts of the outwoods 
called Lyndridge, in the county of Warwick. One of the family 
ſeated at Smallwood, named William, was allowed to be a gen- . 


* See Mr, Bartlett's Hiſtory of Manceter, p. 101. N 

T Whoſe family was raiſed by their ſervice and attendance apon Robert Dudley 
earl of Leiceſter (of whoſe title comes his name), and after of his counteſs. This 
Leiceſter, or a ſon of his, was living in 1673, at Tamworth. 
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| tleman by the heralds at arms in their viſitation, 1583, 23 
Elizabeth, and to have good right to bear a coat; as was Thomas 


Rugeley of Hawkſyard. . 


In 1623 Richard Rugeley, of Hawkſyard, was a 888 
to the poor of Shenſtone. Of this line was colonel Simon 
Rugeley, a brave officer of the Parliamentarians againſt king 
Charles I. in the the civil commotions. He, Lieutenant-colonel 
Chadwick, Mr. Crompton, Mr. Broughton, Captain Henry Stone 
of Walſall, Mr. Gregge, Mr. Pudſey of Seiſdon, William Bendy 


of King's Swynford, and Mr. Foxhall, formed the committee 


at Stafford. Theſe ſigned a warrant, December 22, 1643, to 
demoliſh that caſtle. Colonel Simon, being an enterprizing 
man, was ſent the ſame month to command the horſe at New- 
caſtle, with a further commiſſion to raiſe men for its defence 
and the ſecurity of Leek, or to- afſiſt Sir William Brereton in 
_ Cheſhire. To pay his foot, were aſſigned the weekly contribu- 
tions of the inhabitants of Forebridge, Tixhall, Ingeſtre, Loxton, 
Colton, Marfton, Whitgreave, Chebſey, and Cold Norton. To 
pay his horſe. and troopers, were appointed the inhabitants of 
Pype, Maviſton Ridware, Hamſtall Ridware, Yoxhall, Newbury, 
Horecroſs, Marchington cum membris, Rolleſton, Tatenhill, 
Dunſtall, Bramſton, Barton under Needwood, Whichmore, 
Hanſacre, Armitage, Bromley Regis, and Anſley. The money 
alſo collected of Sir Edward Littleton, and his tenants, was or- 
dered to his diſpoſal, 1644. In April that year he relieved 
Tonge caſtle in Shropſhire, and took Eccleſhall in Staffordſhire, 
after a ſtraight ſiege of ſeven weeks; under him ſerved a noted 
captain of the ſame name. 
on a ſecond ſubſidy given to queen Elizabeth py the laity in pa- 
liament in her 18th year, Rowland Rugeley, eſq. named of Dun- 
- Kall, Tatenhill, and. * gave for his lands in Offlow hun- 
dred 
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dred 20l. finding beſides one lance, and one horſeman. Tho- 
mas Rugeley, in 1583, had a ſon named Thomas, who, or his 
| heir, left Llawkiley, or Hawkeſyard, and. other lands, to two 
d:ughters cohcirs, one of whom was married to Richard Rudgeley, 
eſq. of Callingwood, who had Richard, to whom came Hawkeſ- 
yard on the diviſion. His fon and heir Simon firſt mortgaged, 
and after ſold this manor, to Sir Richard de Skeffington, baronet, 
(father of John, the firſt viſcount Maſſareen of the kingdom of 
Ireland of the name, in the reign of Charles 1; which Sir Richard 
was the ſecond ſon of Sir William the firſt baronet. It remained 
with John lord Maſſareen his ſon, who ſold it to Michael Biddle, 
gent, The other daughter and coheir of Thomas Rugley mar- 
ried meanly to John Aſpinall, a taylor, and had both ſons and. 


daughters, of which the eldeſt, Elizabeth, was wife of John 


Caſee, or Coſac, a gentleman of Leiceſterſhire, whoſe ſeat was 


afterwards at Callow-hill in Staffordſhire, an eſtate of his wife's. 


Aſpinall's wife, ſurviving her huſband, diſinherited all her 
numerous ſons, and ſettled all her lands upon Elizabeth 
Caſee, her daughter, - whoſe huſband had a pretty eſtate of his 
own in Leiceſterſhire, and bore the character of a moſt induſ- 
trious man, - wary in buying and ſelling, of no viſible ſplendour, 


and yet his circumſtances altered in ſuch a manner, that he 


was obliged to ſell not only his own land, but his wife's, and 
was then left to end his days upon a ſmall ſtipend of 4ol. per 
annum, to ſupport himſelf, a wife, and three or four children.. 


Having given the beſt account we poſſibly could collect. of this: 


conſiderable family, and with the utmoſt exactneſs, notwithſtand- 
ing their genealogy through the ſeveral branches, and their reſiding; 
at different manſions, ſomewhat perplexed us; we ſhall only add 
here, that that the Rugeleys of the Shenſtone. line poſſeſſed the 


manors of Hawkeſyard and Callingwood. in Staffordthire, Knight- 


thorn: 


- 


| 
| 
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thorp in Leiceſterſhire, 20 meſſuages, and 1340 acres in 
Fradley, King's Bromley, Hanſacre, Rudgeley, and Armitage; 
they had alſo good eſtates in Brereton, Hoxton, Newton, Ha- 
merton, Richardſcot, Norton, Haſeler, Kingſton, Callow-hill, 
Strethey, Shenſtone, Stubby Lane, Marchington, Uttoxeter, 
Woodlands, Alrewys, Draycot, and Longdon ; but ſo various 
are the changes of familics, chat little or nothing is now leſt in 
the name or blood. 

The arms of the Rugeleys were, Argent, a chevron between 
three roſes, Gules, ſeeded, Or; quartring 2 horſes heads eraſed, 
ole. 

Arms of Thickneſs of Batterley; Argent a ſcythe 3 
chevron, Sable, fretted Or. 

Arms of Thirkel of Smallwood; Argent, a maunch, Gules. 

Arms of Bagot; Argent, Aa chevron Gules between three 
. martlets Sable. 

Arms of YE; Sable, a croſs engrailed — 


The ſecond family that we obſerved to be ſettled at Shenſtone 
Old Hall, is that of the Brandreths, ſeated here, by what we 
can collect, ſoon after the death of Charles I. at fartheſt ſome 
time under the adminiſtration of the protector Oliver Cromwell. 
Brandred, or Brandreth, which unqueſtionably gave name to 
this family, is a manor! within the pariſh of Acriſe, in the 
county of Kent, belonging to st. Radegund s abbey, till king 
Henry gave it to the archbiſhop of Canterbury. Robert Brand- 
rith, in the latter end of the reign of king Henry VI., or early in 
that of Edward IV. married one of the daughters nd coheirs of 
John Baker, eſq. gentleman- porter of the famous city of Calais in 
France; in the reigns of Henry V. and Henry VI. With her, 
beſides other tes, he had the manor of Caldham in Kent, 
which 
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which he or his ſon John ſold to Sir Thomas Brown, knight. 
1 Edward VI. John Brandreth bought a manor called Moryn 


Hall. His ſon and heir was Chriſtopher (40 Fliz.) whoſe ſon 
Thomas was poſſeſſed of Moryn Hall, in the pariſh of Carcolſton 
in the county of Nottingham, by gift of his father. After ſome. 


time, he palled it to Roger Brandreth his brother; who ſold it in 


the reign of James I. to Robert Thoroton, eſq. anceſtor to the 
great Antiquary Mr. Thoroton, author of the“ Antiquities of 
Nottinghamſhire.” John Brandeth, eſq. whom I take to be 
brother to Chriſtopher, and ſecond fon of John who bought 


Moryn Hall, lived near Shenſtone at Weeford Hall, which he 
either purchaſed or rented of ——— Digby, eſq. of Mansfield 
Woodhouſe in Nottinghamſhire, who owned ſeveral eſtates in 
Weeford and Thickbroome in Staffordſhire, if not thoſe manors. 


Either this gentleman, or John his ſon of Weeford, two miles 
from Shenſtone, in the reign of James I. was one of the per- 


ſons appointed by a commiſſion of the lord chancellor under the- 
great ſeal of England, to examine and ſettle the extents and. 
bounds of the adjoining pariſhes. Before theſe commiſſioners came 
among others a woman from the hamlet of Blackbrook, who 
was to teſtify as to the limits, and ſome other particular circum- 
ſtances. She affirmed, of her own knowledge, that about the 
reign of Henry VIII. or very ſoon after, John Veſey, then biſhop- 


of Exeter, a man of public ſpirit, and born cloſe by at Sutton: 


Coldfield, reſolving with himſelf to become a benefactor to that 
place and the parts adjacent,. procured for Sutton not only a mer- 


cate and fairs, but got it incorporated by the name of a warden: 


and fellowſhip; building alſo a great number of houſes upon the- 


large waſtes of that pariſh, with intention to ſet up the manu- 


facture of kerſies, as was practiſed in Devon, where his biſhop- 
rick lay. Farther, ſhe added, that during theſe tranſactions 
| ” . ' the: 
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the biſhop was frequently at Sutton and thereabouts, and find. 
ing the roads much annoyed with rolling pebbles, which often 
occaſioned travellers' horſes to ſtumble, and ſometimes to fall, 
among other works of charity, he hired poor people to gather 
them out of the ways and lay them on heaps ; hence they 
were called The bri/bop's flones, On the hollow way between 
Weeford Hills, or rather between Swynfen and Canwell, lie 
divers heaps, and one great one at the top of the hill at 
Weeford park corner, which, according to the tradition of 
the country people, were placed there in memory of a biſhop 
of Lichfield, who, riding with many attendants, was flain, 
with thoſe ſervants, by robbers; and that theſe heaps were 
laid where the bodies were found, which, agreeable to this 
account, and to honeſt and accurate antiquaries, is entirely 
fabulous. 

John Brandreth of Weeford Hall had a ſon Richard, and, as 
1 ſuppoſe, Henry, who made a conſiderable figure in the trou- 
bles under Charles the Firſt, and, in the year 1659 was one of 
the members of the committee of ſtate, or of ſafety, appointed 
by the army under Fleetwood and Lambert; thirteen days after 
they had diſperſed the Rump parliament, viz. on the 26th of 
October, to whom the government was committed. The par- 
ticular commiſſion of this Henry Brandreth *, and his twenty 
aſſociates, was to execute all the powers inveſted in the council 
of ſtate; to puniſh all delinquents concerned in the late con- 
ſpiracy with Sir George Booth and his friends; to give indem- 
nity to all who had acted for the Commonwealth ſince the year 
1649; to oppoſe and ſuppreſs all inſurrections, to diſpoſe of all 
places of truſt that were void; to remove ſuch as were ſcan- 


* Ludlow's Memoirs. Dugdale's View of the Troubles, 1 
| | dalous ; 
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dalous; to treat with foreign ſtates; to raiſe the militia; and, 
laſtly, to make ſale and compoſition for the eſtates of delin- 
quents. The council of officers reſolved to obey them ſo long 
as they would do what ſhould be preſcribed to them. The com- 
mittee, though filled up with men of almoſt all parties, was ſo 
craftily compoſed, that the balance was ſufficiently ſecured to 
thoſe of their own faction. This committee, wanting capacity 
or reſolution to extricate themſelves out of their difficulties, and 
being in the utmoſt perplexity after the declarations to reſtore 
the Rump Parliament, by the fleet, the governor of Portſmouth, 
and that part of the army which deſerted their intereſt, con- 
ſented to the reſtoring of the parliament, which met the 26th of 
December, and gave up their authority, Richard, ſon of John 
Brandreth, eſq. was ſeated at Shenſtone Hall, whether as ſuc- 
ceeding his father in it, or by purchaſe, or marriage, we can 
not affirm. Richard had John, aged 26, 1663, March 30; 
Roger, and William, and as I think four daughters; Jane wife 
of John Noble, eſq. of Farwel- and Longdon, ſon of Michael 
that died in 1648-9, a buſy; man in the war raiſed againſt: king 
Charles I. ſon of Edward, who lived in Lichfield cloſe, ſon af 
John Noble of Farwel, gentleman, John and Jane Brandretan 
had a ſon Michael, aged 14 in 1664, at which time his father 
was 43 years old. In 1673 John Noble, gent. was of Charley 
near Longdon. About 1756 died . — Noble, of Longdon 
Hall, who had two wives, but left no iſſue. 1 
of the other daughters, one was wife of —— Degge'®, £elq.. 
another of — Swynfen, of Swynfen, eſq.; and the other, 
named Sarah, of William Heath, of Hammerwich Hall, father 
of John, who lived in Leiceſterſhire, and by a daughter of —— 
Serjeant, had Serjeant Heath of Wolverhampton, whoſe only : 


* In 1673 was Sir Simon Bikes of an. Hill, ik ight. 
G child, 
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child, Mary, was married to Mr. John Stubbs of Walſall, ſecond 
fon of Francis Stubbs, gent. of Huntington in x See; and 
hath iſſue. 2 

. In 1660 Elizabeth * widow, was buried at Shen- 
ſtone July 5. | 

Robert Brandreth, in the reign of king Charles I. or ſoon 
after, married Elizabeth, eldeſt of the three daughters of Mi- 
chael Biddulph, eſq. by Elizabeth eldeſt daughter of Sir Wil- 
liam Skeflington of Fiſherwick, anceſtor of the earl of Maſſareen 
in Ireland; which Elizabeth, wife of Robert Brandretb, eſq. was 
ſiſter of Sir Theophilus Biddulph, of Weſtcombe in Kent, knight, 
who in 1664 was created baronet. 

John Brandreth and Anne his wife had a ſon Michael, bap- 
tized November 6, 1665; moft likely after the name of his 
grandfather Michael Biddulph ; alſo a fon John, baptized Febru- 
ary 13, 1667; Anne and Mary, twins, baptized Auguſt 1, 1668, 
and Elizabeth, upon November 12, 1669. John Brandreth, 
gent, was buried here December 18, 1669; and I find Anne 
Brandreth, widow, paying to the poll-tax in 1692 (3 William III.) 
two ſhillings for herſelf and a maid ſervant ; if this was the re- 
lict of John, who was ſtyled gentleman in the regiſter, ſhe 
muſt be far advanced m years. Roger Brandreth, gent. was 
buried November 28, 1631. In 1688, on the 27th of De- 
cember, were married Mr. Robert Radford and Miſs Anne Bran- 
dreth, and 1691, December 3, Mary their daughter was bap- 
tized. N 


* Reli& of Robert, and daughter of Michael Biddutph, eſq. One account _ 
Elizabeth Biddulph was wife of Richard Brandreth, eſq. 
+ In 1667 this Jobn paid for his majeſty's royal my as aſſeſſed June 11, for 


e houſes of Mr. Walford and John Sylveſter, 11. 278. gl... © 


In 
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In 1673 William Brandrith, or Brandrick, was ſeated at 
Shenſtone Hall, as appears from a liſt of the gentry of Stafford- 
ſhire of that date, whence I ſuppoſe him to have been the eldeſt 
ſon of John, who died in 1669; and Anne, living in 1692, to 
have been William's widow. Michael, and Mary his wife, 
had iſſue Michael, baptized April 17, 1693, Anne, baptized 
July 17, 1694, John, baptized December 6, 1695, a child 
ſtill- born, February 2, 1696, Elizabeth, an infant, born wh | 
in November, and died ſoon after. The father died in 1705, and 
was buried July 29, and his relict Mary *, May 8, 1713. She 
was one of the daughters and coheirs of —— Stanton, eſq.; 
the other three coheirs married, one to Degge +, of Derby, 
eſq. of whom — Degge, of Worceſter, eſq. another to — 
Charlton of Stanton, and the fourth 'to Sacheverell; of 
Barton in Nottinghamſhire, eſq., who had Harry, Philip, Eli- « 
zabeth, and Anne; Elizabeth was wife of Pole, eſq. of 
Radburn, who had a ſon that died of an epilepſy in 1761. 

Michael Brandreth, eſq. was one of the commiſſioners that 
confirmed the aſſeſſment of the poll-tax in 1692. By the bill 
all perſons (except ſuch as received alms of the pariſh, poor 
houſekeepers, and their children) were to pay twelve pence quar- 
terly for one year; all tradeſemen and artificers, having an eſtate 
of the clear yearly value of | 3ool. and upwards, ten ſhillings ; 
all gentlemen, or reputed geatlemen, having an eſtate of zool. 
or more; as alſo all clergymen and teachers who had any eccle- 
ſiaſtical beneſice, or contribution, to the value of 80l. per aun. 
or upwards, twenty ſhillings ö every lord of . f piri- 


* Who died at 8 8 of the ſmall pox. 
+ Simon Degge, of the pariſh of Allballows, Derby, and * Staunton, were 
married at Shenſt | 


one November 2, 1705.. Vide regiſter. | 
* 25 „ 
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tual or temporal, the ſum of ten pounds; and all perſons who 
| © ſhould refuſe to take the oaths to their majeſties, double the 
| | ſums charged by the reſpective heads. This gentleman's for- 
tune was upon the decline when he married: what he had 
with his wife helped to bear him up for ſome time ; but 
having hurt himſelf by building, and other means, he was ob- 
Kged to fell ſeveral eftates, particularly in Cheſterfield. On his 
marriage with Mary Stanton, Anne, his mother, left Shenſtone 
Fall, and went to Wilncote near Tamworth, where was an eſtate 
and manſion belonging to her huſband, deceaſed ; on her death, 
at Wilncote, her. body was conveyed to Shenſtone, and laid near 
the remains of her huſband. Anne, daughter of Michael by 
Mary Stanton, married a citizen of London, whom I have not 
learnt *®, but have ſome ſhadow of reaſon to e ſhe mar- 
«ried a Mr. Degge. 

John aforeſaid, ſecond ſon of John Brandreth, eſq. and Anne 
his wife, married Mrs. Sparrow of Stone, and there ſettling, 
died iſſueleſs. Anne, his ſiſter, married the Reverend Mr. 
Tilly, and had iſſue Michael Tilly, attorney at law in the city of 
Lichfield, who was buried at Shenſtone. In 1686 mention is. 
made of a marriage between Job Serjeant and Margaret Tilly. 
Mary married Radford, of Tamworth, clerk, and had 
Mary, who died under age at Tamworth, We return to Mi- 
chael, eldeſt ſon of Michael and Mary Brandreth, who ſucceeded 

- his father in the month of July, 170 5, and was then about 
twelve years old. He ſold, amongſt other things, the tythes 
of Cheſterfield, and part of Wall, to an attorney of Lichfield; 


* I have ſince been informed; that the gentleman was F Wend eſq. 

who had a. place under the crown.. She died withour — 3 we are not 

- ſure that the did not marry twice; if ſo, Degge might be one of the- 
haſbands, 

EE was 
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was in the army ſome time, and died abroad, being then a cap- 
tain of foot, without iſſue. This gentleman ſold . Shenſtone 
Hall, and the lands belonging to it, to the late Samuel Hill, eſq. 
whoſe purchaſe of them was made with part of the money re- 
ſerved for ſuch purpoſes by the will of the Honourable and Re- 
verend Richard Hill, his uncle, and entailed, by virtue of which 
entail they came into the poſſeſſion of Thomas Hill, eſq. of 
Terne. | | 

In 1731, Lionel Cranfield Sackville, duke of Dorſet, then 
made lord lieutenant of Ireland, appointed the Reverend John 
Brandreth one of his chaplains, and ſent him into that king- 
dom before him. In 1732, upon the 18th of February, 
king George II. by letters under his royal ſign manual to 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland, granted to the Reverend John 
Brandreth the deanery ef the metropolitan church of Armach. 
What other preferments he had we know not, but underſtand 
he gave this deanery up in exchange for that of Kilkenny; af- 
terwards he was made dean of Emely in Ireland, and died there 
in the month of December, 1764, being then doctor of divinity, 
and unmarried, aged 69. His principal heir was  Denges 
eſq. now or late of Worceſter. 

Lady Elizabeth Germaine (of the Berkeley family), a lady well | 
known in the polite world, gave him this character, that he 
„was as worthy an honeſt ſenſible man as any'ſhe knew;” and 
ſuppoſes, in one of her letters, that he was recommended to. 
dean Swift's acquaintance. ' - 

To the aboveſaid account of Henry Brandreth, the committee · 
man, we/add, that when the parliament called Praiſe God Bare- 
bones, 1652, framed an act out of an ordinance of the former 
council of ſtate, for a lottery of the rebels lands in Ireland, in 
which one Methuſelah Turner, a linen draper in Cheapſide, and one 

Brandreth 
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| Brandreth (Brandriffe*), a cloth-drawer, were named commiſ. 

| ſioners, and had already ſat in Grocers Hall, with ſuch other 
moſt incompetent judges of the affair. Theſe were to diſpoſe of 

ten counties in Ireland to the adventurers, and to the ſoldiers for 
their arrears ; if theſe did not ſatisfy, the county of Louth was 
to be added, | 


Shenſtone Hall, ſince the family of Brandreth ſold it, hath 
been the manſion of ſeveral gentlemen as tenants to Samuel 
Fill, and the family ſcated at Terne in Salop. Theſe were, 
Porter, John Eggington, eſq. of the ancient houſe at Rodbaſton 
in Staffordſhire, ſon of James Eggington, eſq. by Catherine Lit- 
tleton ; John Houghton, eſq. after of Coleſhill Hall in Warwick. 
ſhire, and whoſe relict, Mary, yet lives at Hintz Hall. She was 
daughter of Lande, clerk, by —— daughter of John 
Rawlins, eſq. town-clerk of Lichfield, who had ifſue two ſons 
and three daughters; one married to the Reverend Mr. Lande, 
as before; another to Richard Wake, gent. who died without 
iſſue, and the third to Jeremiah Hancox, brafier to his late 
majeſty king George II. whoſe iſſue were two daughters; of 
which one married to — Polithiew, of London, the other to 
Haye, eſq. whoſe ſon is a counſel at law. The two ſons 
of John Rawlins, eſq. were John, that died a batchelor, and 
Michael, captain in the guards, who married Bridgett, ſiſter of 
Richard Dyott, eſq. of Freeford, and aunt to Richard Dyott, 
eſq. of the ſame place, an ancient and reputable family. The 
preſent tenant to Noel Hill, eſq. is Mr. Joſeph Elde, who has 
with it a farm of more than three hundred pounds per annum, 


* Heath's Chronicle, part III, page 352. 2 
| | Having 
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Having thus, given the beſt account in our power of Shen- 
ſtone Hall, and the families belonging to it, we fhall only ob- 
ſerve .farther, that Humphry Rugeley married, as we noted, 
Maud, the ſeventh daughter of Richard Groſvenor, eſq. by Ca- 
therine, third daughter and coheir of Richard Colton of Ham- 
ſtall-Redware, who was heir to the manors of Thurcaſton, 
Tayme, and Maplewell, in Leiceſterſhire ; Coilſton and Roſing- 
ton, in Derbyſhire ; Hamſtall-Redware, Poeſwood, and Aſh- 
field in Staffordſhire ; Colton and Oſcroft in Cheſhire : whoſe 
grandfather, Sir Richard Colton, knight, married, 3 1 Hen. VI. 
Joan daughter of Richard Venables, baron of Kinderton in 
Cheſhire, ſiſter and co-heir of Sir Hugh Venables, ſlain at the 
battle of Bloreheath, as Sir Richard Colton him elf fell at the 
battle of St. Albans, 33 Henry VI. 

Edmund Rugeley, eſq. married Elizabeth, dugdter and | heir 
of Robert Walſall. eſq. and had iſſue by her a daughter and 
heir, Barbara Rugeley, married, 37 Henry VIII. to Richard 
Lawley, of Spoonhill, eſq. grandfather of Thomas, created a, 
baronet by king Chartes I, to which Richard Lawley, eſq. ſne 
brought a large eftate. 

Brandreth's. arms; Sable, 5 Wette Or, the creſt a lamb 
couchant. 4 

Bydulph's arms; an eagle diſplayed W 3 fadring 
irons, Sable. 

Skeffrngton's arms; Argent, 3 bulls heads eraſed, Sable, horns, 
Or. | 
 Sianton's arms; Argent, two chevrons with a bordure. 
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SHENSTONE PAR K. 


Shenſtone Park, or Shenſtone New Hall, is beſt known by the 

name of The Park, becauſe king Henry VIII. had a noble park 
here full three miles, in circuit, well ſtocked with deer and 
other game. It was afterwards continued in the ſame ſtate, even 
in the years 1640, 1641, and 1642, for Mr, Lake's diviſion of 
it was ſo diſtinguiſhed at that time, and reported by the com- 
miſſioners, who gave in to the Crown an account of the parks in 
the county of Stafford to be ſtocked with deer. 20 Henry 111. 
was the park ſet out by one of the Grendons, who obtained a 
licence for that purpoſe from the ſuperior lord of this manor, 
provided he made ſuch a fence round it that his foreſt of Sutton 
Coldfield ſhould ſuffer no detriment from it. 

The Hall ſtands on a low. ground, gradually declining for a 
mile from the eminence upon which the church is ſituated, but 
rather on riſing land from the meadows around; yet it 18 far 
from a good fite, without any diſtant view, except, a tolerable 
good view from the church. It ſeems probable that there was 
a hunting ſeat here, erected by the family of the Doyleys ſoon. 
after the Conqueſt, and no queſtion is made of ſuch. a ſeat or 
lodge early in the reign of Henry III. In the 34th year of that 
king's reign, Richard de Grendon paid 1oos. for a charter of free 
warren in his lands. The ſame family had it till the reign of 


Richard II. or Henry; IV. o& which we ſhall ſay ſomewhat more 
particular hereafter. 


The next poſſeſſor of it ſeems to be one of che Nevils, who 
had a ſeat here that we are certain of, though they moſt likely 
inherited from the great and noble houſe of the Beauchamps, 

a the 
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the laſt of which was Henry duke of Warwick, in the reign of 
Henry VI. of the male line, who had any concerns here; he 
Hed June 11, 1445, 23 Henry VI, leaving only an infant 
daughter, who died in 1449, aged 6 years. Richard Nevil, 


earl of Warwick, July 23, 27 Henry VI. next had it, and for- 


feited it in 1471 to the crown in the reign of Edward IV.; and 
yet we think that George Nevil, lord Latimer of Danby, had a 
ſeat here, and the park; for I find it in the hands of Thomas, 
ſecond and youngeſt ſon of the ſaid lord, who had ſummons 
to parliament 10 Henry VI. having before purchaſed the lord- 
ſhip of Danby (and the other/eſtates of John Nevil lord Latimer 


being given him by his father on the death of the ſaid lord 


John, 9 Henry VI.). Sir George Nevil lord Latimer was third 
ſon of Ralph firſt earl of Weſtmoreland, by his ſecond wife, 


Joan, daughter of John of Gaunt duke of Lancaſter, fourth ſon 


of king Edward III. and half ſiſter to king Henry IV. 
Thomas Nevil of Shenſtone Park (2 Henry VIII.) left John 
of the ſame place living in 1584, in the reign of queen Eliza- 
' beth, who then had two ſons, Fulk, aged 10 years, and Francis. 
In the next reign, or that of king Charles I. the houſe and park 
were in the crown, for then we are told *, that king Charles 
granted it to a native of Scotland, named Balmerino, who ſold the 
park to Lake t, and Alexander Ward, an innkeeper \ in the 


— 
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city of Lichfield; at which time we conjecture there were three 


lodges belonging to it, one at the- gate leading to Weeford and 


Little Hay, another towards Sutton Coldfield, and a third ae 


Wood-end. 


* In the collection of 
Thomas Unett. 


+ Edward Lake, eſq. was of Little Fenton in Staffordſhire, in the reign of 
os and Charles J. 


Wilkes, M. D. late of Willenhall pen. Reverend | 
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Mr. Lake and Mr. Ward of the large park aforeſaid made two 
parks, thus diſtinguiſhing their property; the former gentleman 
likewiſe built a ſeat where the lodge-houſe ſtood, going towards 
. . Weeford and Little Hay. 
Roger Lake, in the reign of James I. or Charles I. married 
Dorothy daughter of William Crompton, efq. of Stone Abbey in 
Staffordſhire, and had by her a ſon Roger, father, as I ſuppoſe, 
of William of Shenſtone park, Edward alſo of the ſame place, 
=. MES Roger; Dorothy; and Jane, married June 5, 1666, but 
to whom it is not ſaid; Roger died in September * and 
was buried September 14. 
William had a daughter, Ann, baptized April x, 1660; and, 
1661, is in a deed mentioned as a creditor of Mr. Roger 4 
of Footherley; April 13, 13 Charles II. Dorothy Lake was 
witneſs to a deed conveying lands to Walter Rawlins of Lit- 
tle Hay. 
- 4: 1663-4, March 11, was buried at Shenſtone, Lydia wife 
of Edward Lake, which gentleman, in 1667, paid 14s. to the 
quarterly aſſeſſment for his majeſty's royal aid dated June 17. 
Dorothy their daughter was buried here June 27, 1665, Ed- 
ward was living in 1692, in the reign of William III. This ſame 
perſon witneſſed a bond of Thomas Alſop, of Little Hay, for 
money due to Elizabeth Parr, June 20, 1687. In 1692 paid 
one guinea to the poll tax, a ſhilling for his man. The regiſter 
mentions Edward Lake, buried February 15, 1701, aged 83, 
which perſon I conclude to be the ſame perſon. He had a ſon 
Edward, termed in the afſefiment for the poll-tax, 1692, Ed- 
ward Lake; junior, gentleman, who paid for himſelf one guinea, 
and alſo for his wife, for his man and maid two ſhillings. | 
What became of this Edward we know not; but are affured, 
that Shenſtone park ſoon after came into other hands, viz. of 
| — 
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Joſhua Head, eſq. counts at law, who was heir to the FR | 

mily ; ſon in law as ſome ſay, or grandſon* as others, to Mr. 
Edward Lake, ſenior.” Lydia, daughter of Edward Lake, died in 
May, 1682; Jane, another daughter, wife of Sampſon Bulkly, 
gen ent. died in January 1768; alſo Thomas their ſon. - | 

Mr. Head ſold the park to John Strickſon, eſq. of the city of 
London, which gentleman” s father carried on a large trade as a 
draper, a profeſſion this John ſome time followed; his wife was 
Amye-Maria, daughter of —— Sandford, a gentleman of Salop, 
nearly related to Sir Samuel Daniel, baronet; they had iffue 
two ſons, Thomas, who was educated in the univerſity of Ox- 
ford, and died a bachelor; and Arthur, an entering clerk of the 
cuſtoms, or ſome ſuch office, in the city of London, living in 
1764, but about that time died in a kind of frenzy or melan- 
choly. The father lived at Shenſtone park with good repu- 
tation and much hoſpitality ; but declining in his circumſtances. 


in the year 1723 or 1724, he ſold his eſtate here, and ſome- 


thing more at Upperſtonhall, either to the Honourable and Re- 
verend Richard Hill, or to the late Samuel Hill, eſq. The ſaid 
Mr. Strickfon erected the manſion, of which to this time a good 
part now remains, removing the old materials from the houſe 
towards Little Hay gate, called the Lodge, to the ſite on which 
ſtands the preſent manſion ; he likewiſe built the large ſeat on _ 
the right hand as we enter the church, and the vault under it 
for his own burial-place ; but having ſuffered much in the South- 
Sea ſcheme, his misfortunes forced him hence; and this vault 
was uſed firſt for the interment of lady Elizabeth * and after 
of her huſband Samuel Hill, eſq. EX 


2 Son of J. nd, of Leaked by his BEL a daugbter of Edward Lake. 
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We have the following account of this family : that in the 
year 1726-7, January 20, Rowland Hill, elq. was created a 
baronet by his majeſty king George J. Of this ancient family 


of Hull, or Hill, of Court-hill, Wlonkeflowe, Blore, Buntingſ- 


dale, Malpaſs, Soulton, and Bleachley, was Hull, father 


of Hull or Hill, of Hill and Wlonkeflaw in Salop, efq. living in 


the reign of Edward I. or Edward II. married Eleanor, daughter 


and coheir of Hugh de Wlonkeflaw, eſq. and had iſſue William, 


living in the reign of king Richard II. whoſe ſon and heir was 
Geoffry Hill, in the reign of Henry IV. who married 

daughter of —— Warren, lord of Ightfield in Salop, and by her 
had a ſon, Humphry, living in the reigns of Henry V. and Henry 
VI. He, by Anne, daughter and heir of John Bird, of Charlton, 
eſq. niece and heir of David de Malpaſs, had three ſons; 1, Wil- 
liam, anceſtor to the Hills of Court-hill, Blore, Wlonkeſlaw, and 


Buntingſdale; 2, Ralph, of whom preſently ; 3, Thomas of Malpas 
and Hodnet, - whoſe iſſue male failed in Sir Rowland Hill, knight. 


We meet with Thomas Hill *, eſq. lord mayor of London in 
1485, who cauſed the conduit in Gracechurch-ſtreet to be 
erected at his own expence, In 1549, or 1550, Sir Rowland, 


mercer, was lord-mayor of that city, ſon of Thomas Hill of 


Hodnet, who bore arms, viz. two Barrs Gemelles, Gules; on a 
canton, Sable, three pheons, Argent, between them a chevron, 
and on it two eſtoiles, Argent. 

His lady gave ten pounds towards erecting the offices at 


Guildhall T. This Sir Rowland, one of the richeſt and moſt con- 


ſiderable merchants of his time, did great acts of generofity, was 
an eminent benefactor to the public, founded Drayton and 
other free-ſchools, built Stoke and Hodnet churches, at which laſt 


* Stowe's Survey of London. + Stowe. 
| men- 
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mentioned place he was born. His wealth increaſed his goodneſs, 
as well as his honour; for, being ſenſible from whoſe bleſſing he 

received his eſtate, he made the moſt grateful returns, by erect- 
ing ſome laſting monuments to the glory of God. He gave 
6001, to Chriſt's Hoſpital in London; and at his death forgave 
all his tenants in his manors of Alderſey and Sponeley, in tlie 
county of Salop, a year's rent, and further enjoined his heirs. 
to make them leaſes for twenty- one years for two years rent; 
moreover, he made ſeveral cauſeways for man and horſe; 
four bridges, of which two of ſtone, Alcham and Terne, 
of eighteen , arches each, for the ſafe paſſage of travellers and. 
carriages, Which were in thoſe days looked upon as great in- 
ſtances of charity, and beneficial to mankind. He was buried 
in St. Mary Woolchurch, Walbrook-ward, London, with the + 
following inſcription over him: 


A friend to virtue, And worthy counſellor; 

A lover of learning, Ailover of wiſdom, 

A foe to vice, Of juſtice a furtherer: 

A vehement correQor,. - Lo! here his corpſe lyeth; 

A prudent perſon. Sir Rowland Hill by name, ; 
All truth ſupporting, | Of London late Lord Mayor,. 
A citizen ſage, And Alderman of fame. 


He left his large acquiſitions to his four ſiſters and coheirs, 
who were, 1, Agnes, wife of J. Cooper, eſq.; 2, Joan, married 
to George Dormaine, eſq. from whom are the families of Cholms „ 
ley and Leech ; 3, Jane, wife of George Greatwood, eſq. from > 
which family came the Leviſons of Woolverhampton in Stafford 
ſhire, and the Corbets of Stoke; baronets; 4, Elizabeth, wife of Js 
John Barker, eſq. of whom came the Leighs, barons of Stoneley _ = 
in Warwickſhire, We-are told, in reſpect of 1 laſt family, that | 

Thomas 
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Thomas Leigh, ſon of Roger, of Wellington in Salop, deſcended 
of the Leighs, of High Leigh in Cheſhire, bred up under Sir 
Rowland Hill, became at length, for his ſkill and diligence, his 
factor beyond ſea, and underwent that truſt fo well, that Sir 
Rowland, having no child, matched his niece, whom he much 
affected, to him, viz. Alice, daughter of John Barker, of 
Hamon in Salop, upon whoſe iſſue he beſtowed the greateſt 
part of his eſtate. This gentleman became very opulent, and, 
being a knight, was lord mayor of London, 1585, 1 Eliz, 
Dying 14 Eliz. he left by the ſaid Alice three ſons, Rowland, 
Thomas, and William; the eldeſt of which was well provided 
for by Sir Rowland Hill, his godfather, in Glouceſterſhire, at 
Longborough, or thereabouts. Thomas remained at Stoneley ; 
the third ſon ſettled at Newnham in Warwickſhire ; and both 
had ample poſſeſſions ſettled upon them by their father and 
mother, ſhe being joint purchaſer in all, and lived at Stoneley 
to a very great age, dying in January 1603, having ſeen her 
children's children of the fourth generation, of which Sir Tho- 

mas was created a baronet by king Charles I. 
This lady, Alice Leigh, 19 queen Elizabeth, founded an hoſ- 
pital for ten poor perſons, five men, and five women, all of 
them to be unmarried perſons, and nominated by her; but af- 
ter her deceaſe, by Sir Thomas Leigh her ſon, during his life, 
and his heirs for ever; to whoſe maintenance ſhe charged 291. 
per annum, to be paid out of Milbourn Grange, ſituate in the 
ſame pariſh of Stoneley, where the hoſpital was built, viz." 5 28. 
to each of the poor people at the feaſt of St. John Baptiſt, St. 
Michael, the Nativity of our Lord, and the Annunciation of our 
Lady, by even portions ; fix ſhillings and eight-pence yearly to 
the churchwardens for the time being, who were appointed ſu- 
perviſors of the ſaid poor people, as to their orderly coming to 
2 | church 
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earch: every Sunday and Holy-day, except there were urgent 
cauſe to the contrary : ten ſhillings yearly to the mayor of Co- 
ventry for the time being, whom ſhe alſo. appointed to ſee to» 
the performance thereof; ten ſhillings yearly towards repairing. 
the church ; twenty-two ſhillings and eight-pence to a miniſter 
to preach four ſermons there yearly ; all which queen Elizabeth 
by her letters patent (bearing date the 28th of June in the 2gtts E 
year of her reign) confirmed, | | 
Sir Rowland Hill, knight, and Sir Thomas Leigh, knight, 
aldermen of London, bought Stoneley abbey, and ſome of its 
lands, of William Cavendiſh, eſq. of Trimley St. Martyn, im 
the county of Suffolk; and on the diviſion of their purchaſes: 
(3 Elizabeth) Sir Thomas Leigh had Stoneley abbey. 
we return now to Ralph, ſecond fon of Humphry Hill, eſq. 
who married daughter of Thomas Green, eſq. of Norton, 
by whom he had two ſons; 1, William, anceſtor to the Hills 
of Soulton and Blechley; 2, Humphry, of Adderley, or Alder- 
ſey, eſq. who, by Alice his wife, daughter of —— Bulkley of 
Stanlow, had three ſons, Rowland of Hawk ſtone; Thomas, who» 
married Elizabeth, daughter of.. . Dantſey, eſq. of the 
county of Lancaſter, but died iſſueleſs; and Robert, ſeated at: 
| Adderley, who left a ſon, Humphry Hill, eſq. 
Rowland Hill, of Hawkſton, married Mary, daughter of Tho- 
mas Dycher, eſq. of Muckleſton in Salop, and had iſſue by her 
2a Sir Rowland, who married Elizabeth, daughter of William: 
Jolliffe, of Leek in Staffordſhire, and had iffue Rowland Hill, 
of Hawkſtone, eſq. a gentleman, remarkable for his great wiſ- 
dom, piety, and charity; he ſuffered much in the civil wars, 
on his coming to the relief of his father, whom the Parliamen- 
tarians had detained priſoner in the caſtle near Hawkſtone; his 


Wife was Margaret, a * — Whitehall, of Whit-- 
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church in Salop, by whom he had ſeven ſons and ſeven daugh. 
ters, of which Rowland the eldeſt ſon died unmarried ; the ſe. 
cond ſon was the Honourable and Reverend Richard Hill, LL.D, 


who died unmarried. at Richmond in Surrey, July 11, 1727, 


and was carried to Hodnet in Salop, and there buried. In the 
reign of king William III. he was envoy extraordinary to the 
court of Bruſſels; and, in the ſame reign, and in queen Anne's, 


to the courts of Turin, and all the other Italian princes, except | 


to the Roman pontiff. In the time of king William III. he was 
pay-maſter of the army in Flanders, where, by his remarkable, 
punctual, and juſt dealings, he acquired ſo great credit, as to be 


able by it to ſubſiſt the armies there, when remittances of mo- 


ney came too ſlow from England for that purpoſe. This great 
tervice gained him the favour of the king his maſter, who ſoon 
after the peace appointed him one of the lords commiſſioners for 
executing the high office of lord high treaſurer of England. His 
merit alſo recommended him to the favour of queen Anne, who, 
foon after her acceſſion to the throne, appointed him one of the 
council to his royal highneſs prince George of Denmark, as lord 
high admiral of this kingdom; ; and in the year 1705 ſent him 
to the duke of Savoy, à prince noted for his policy, with whom 


be ſo prevailed as to bring him into the grand alliance. In the 


reign of George I. he retired from all civil employment, and be- 
came fellow of Eton college, near Windſor, which he held to 
the time of his death. He was a ſtateſman of great abilities, and 
of eminent integrity, a man of general knowledge, well known 
for an exceeding fine addreſs ; he added much to his own. private 
eſtate, and fortune of itſelf conſiderable, great part of which 
he gave among his relations in his life-time, and the remainder 
at his death. He augmented many poor livings, and was a con- 
fiderable benefactor to St. John's college, Cambridge, where he 

| was 
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was educated, and was an ornament to that ſociety. He left 
them five rectories, Ditchingham, South and North Lopham 
united, the two Forncetts united, Sturſtone, and Aldborough. 
His heirs are always to preſent to thoſe benefices, but obliged to 
make choice of a fellow of that houſe. He ſubſcribed largely to 
works of charity, and did a great many private ones in a wiſe and 
well choſen manner. Not long before his deceaſe, by the favour 
of king George I. in the 13th year of his reign, he obtained for 
his family this creation to the dignity of a 1 of this king- 
dom in the perſon of his nephew and heir at law, Rowland 
Hill, of Hawkſtone, eſq. and his heirs male; in default of ſuch 
iſſue, to Samuel Hill, his nephew, of Shenſtone Park, eſq. in 
Staffordſhire, and his heirs male; in default to his nephew, 
Thomas Hill, .of Terne Hall in Salop, with the ſame proviſo; 
remainder to the reverend Rowland Hill, rector of Forncett Ih 
Norfolk, and his male heirs. This gentleman was afterwards 
rector of Hodnet in Salop, and died unmarried upon the 11th 
of July, 1733. | 
John Hill, of Lieteich or Lutwich, third ſon of Rowland Hill 
by Margaret Whitehall, married daughter of... . Stubbs, 
eſq. of Shaw in Staffordſhire, and by her had iſſue one ſon, Sir 
Rowland, who was created baronet, Janury 20, 17 26-7, and 
five daughters; 1, Margaret, wife of Richard Brooke, of Nor- 
ton in Cheſhire, eldeſt ſon of Sir Thomas Brooke, baronet, who 
left by her Sir Richard Brooke, baronet; 2, Eleanor married to 
Borlace Wingfield, of Preſton in Salop, eſq. and hath iſſue Row- 
land, if no other ſon, and three daughters. Rowland Wingfield 
was a fellow-commoner of . Oriel college, Oxford, 17 50, and 
hath married... .. daughter of Sir Walter Wagitaff Bagot, of 
Blythſield, baronet, and ſiſter of Sir William Bagot, baronet: 
his reſidence is at .Shrewſbury. John Hill, eſq. and Margaret 
3 Whitehall 
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Whitehall had three other daughters. Sir Rowland Hill; baronet, 
1732, was appointed high-ſheriff for the county of Salop; and, 
June 2, his marriage was inſerted in the public papers, in theſe 
words, © On June 2, 1732, Sir Rowland Hill, baronet, a young 
c gentleman of 80 ool. per annum, was married to Miſs Jane 
4 Broughton, daughter of the late Sir Bryan Broughton, baronet, 
© of Broughton in Staffordſhire, and ſiſter of the preſent Sir 
& Bryan Broughton,” By her he*had iſſue two ſons, Richard, 
and Rowland; and two daughters, Jane, and Elizabeth. His 
arms are, quarterly, 1, Ermine, on a feſs, Sable, a caſtle triple 
towered, Argent, Hl; 2, Sable, a Lion rampant crowned, 
Or, between three croſſes, pattce fitchèe, Argent, Wlonke/law; 
3, Per pale, Or, and Argent, an Eagle diſplayed, Sable, Bird; 
4, Gules, a chevron between three pheons, Argent, Malpaſs ; 
e on a wreath a caſtle with five towers, Argent; over it 

a garland of laurel, proper. His ſeat is at Hawkſtone near 
Hodnet. | 


of Sir Rowland Hill, knight, citizen of Waden and aſter- 

wards lord - mayor, we find further, that he had a grant from the 
Crown of the manor of Newnham Regis in Warwickſhire, . on 
the attainder of John Dudley, the potent duke of Northumber- 
land, and earl of Warwick, in the 1ſt year of queen Mary, 
whoſe it was from the 7th year of the reign of king Edward VI. 
The ſame Sir Rowland had that part of Leek Wotton manor in 
Warwickſhire called by the name of the Croſs Grange, which 
before the Diſſolution belonged to the monks of Kenilworth, 
with the church, both which he paſſed_ over to Sir Thomas 
Leigh, with his niece Alice Barker, in marriage. The ſame 
Sir Rowland, and Sir Thomas, purchaſed Dunchurch manor in 


- Warwickſhire, x and 2 Philip and Mary; which, on a divi- 
| 2 ſion 
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ſion of their purchaſes, were allotted to Sir Thomas Leigh. In the 
ſame manner went the eſtates there, which, before the Diſſo- 
lution, were the poſſeſſions of Pipewell abbey. | | 

One of the daughters of Rowland Hill, eſq. and Margaret 
Whitehall married —— Barbour, eſq, a gentleman ſeated near 
Uttoxeter in Staffordſhire, who had iſſue by her a ſon Samuel, 
and one daughter, The anceſtors of —— Barbour were ſettled 
at Flaſhenbrook in Staffordſhire, which manor was in the 
king's hands 20 William 1. by the name of Fleteſbroc, or, 
as others, in the biſhop's. 24 Edward 1. Richard de Puiſden 
or Puiſdon owned it, and left a ſon Jordan, in whoſe 
line it continued till the reign of Henry VI. or Edward IV. 
when one Brown, of the family or retinue of Humphry Stafford 
duke of Buckingham, or of Henry his grandſon (lineally de- 
ſcended from the noble family. of Bagot, by Meliceit, heireſs of 
Robert lord Stafford in the time of king John); had it in mar- 
riage with the heireſs of the Jordans, as they were then called, 
but originally Puiſdons, and changed his name to that of Barbor, 
or Barbour. This Thomas Barbor * had ifſue Robert, living 21 
Henry VIII. whoſe ſon was John, father of John Barbor, eſq. 
of Flaſhbroke in Staffordſhire, 5 and 8 Elizabeth, and of 
George; which George had a ſon Nicholas, 19 Elizabeth, 
father of Richard Barbour, gent. who bad iſſue a daughter 
named Anne, married to Richard Weſton, eſd. of Rugeley, of 
a London family, and of which two were knights at the {4me 
time; and George, who, by Mary his wife, daughter of John 
Rugeley, of Dunſton and Coventry, had a ſon Leiceſter, who 
accepted of a captain's commiſſion from the Parliament party, 
and in other nnn * his ſovereign 
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king Charles I. Leiceſter married Mary, daughter of Thomas 
Adethead, of Milwich, and had by her. Richard, living in the 
- reign of Charles II. or James II. and nine other children. This 
Leiceſter Barbour, or a ſon of that name, was reſident at Tam. 
worth in 1673. John Barbour, of Flaſhbroke, elder brother 
of George, had two ſons, Edward, and John. Edward had iflue 
Dorothy, his only daughter and heir, married to Gerard Whor- 
| wood, eſq. of Stourton caſtle in · Staffordſhire, ſon and heir of 
© Sir Thomas Whorwood, knight, (who died 14 James J.), whoſe 
| wife was Elizabeth, a natural daughter of Sir John Sutton, 
knight of the garter, and baron of Dudley caſtle ; which Gerard 
(aged 40 years, 14 James I.) was ſeiſed of the manors of 
Kinfare and. the caſtle, Stourton, Kingſley, Brome, Whor- 
wood, alias Compton Hallows, in Staffordſhire ; Alvely in Salop ; 
Kingford in Worceſterſhire; and of divers lands in Halſcote, 
Tettenhall, Dewſley, Compton, * Areley, and Le Hoo, 
in the county of Stafford. 

This Edward Barbour, upon the payment fi a ſubſdy 
gmed by the laity in parliament to the queen, 18 Eliz. was 
rated at ten pounds, and (over and above) found two light horſe- 
men for her majeſty's army; he was living in 1583. 

John, younger brother of Edward Barbour, married Anne, 
daughter of John Etwell, eſq. and had by her John, who took 
to wife Dorothy, daughter of William Scott, eſq. and had iſſue 
by her three ſons; John, aged 9, 1664, living in 1673, and 
then has the title of Eſquire; 2, Edward; 3, Leiceſter. 
Theſe families made ſome conſiderable figure by their ſervice 
and attendance upon Robert Dudley earl of Leiceſter, the fa- 
vourite of queen Elizabeth, and afterwards of his counteſs, who 
lived to a great age at Her manor of Drayton-Baſſet, near Tam- 
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The laſt mentioned John Barbour bore for his coat of arms, 
Gules, three mullets, Argent, a bordure Ermine. The Flaſhen- 
brook family bore, * Sable, three mullets engrailed, Argent; 
ſome of them added a dexter canton, Or. 
Samuel, ſon of —— Barbour, by the daughter of Rowland 
ill, eſq. and Margaret his wife, was born about 1690 or 1691, 
near Uttoxeter, upon an-eſtate * that was his family inheritance, 
and was foon taken into the peculiar protection of his uncle, the 
honourable and reverend Richard Hill; and, when prepared 
under proper maſters for the univerſity, was ſent to Cambridge, 
and entered in St. John's college, to which his uncle was ſo 


great a benefactor, and of which he himſelf had been a mem- 2 


ber; here he was ſoon taken notice of, as well for his good 
behaviour and regularity, as for a ſtudious diſpoſition, and a 
capacity fitted for any attainments; no pains were wanting to 
cultivate his genius, and the beſt of maſters and tutors were 
choſen to inſtruct him in the ſciences, in which he made great 
improvements. On his leaving the Univerſity, he was ſent abroad 
to viſit the moſt polite courts of Europe, under the powerful re- 
commendation of his great friend, who had lived there in a pub- 
lic character much eſteemed, eſpecially amongſt the Italian 
princes. _. 


After viſiting the court at t Turin, he went to Venics and Milan, xp 


places he was greatly delighted with, and from them to the other 
moſt remarkable cities of Italy. Among other things he was cu- 
rious to view the claſſic ground, more particularly thoſe parts of 
which thoſe inimitable poets of the Auguſtan age, Horace and 
*. treat in their immortal works. Of theſe, in his latter 


* Flaſhbrook, as Lam informed; though the Barbours had an eſtate, and upon it. 
=. good manſion at Chathill in Staffordſhire. 
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days, he ſpoke with a kind of tranſport to myſelf, and received 
the higheſt ſatisfaction in reflefting that he had ſeen and vi- 
ſited them at a time when his infirmities had vaſtly impaired his 
conſtitution, and rendered him almoſt inſenſible to any other 
enjoyment of life, or a plentiful fortune. 

He proceeded to France, and after ſome years returned to 
England, with a large ſtore of real knowledge, and without 
the vanity of moſt of our young Engliſn travellers 5* ſuperior 
to their fopperies of dreſs, and all affectation; and withal 
confirmed in theſe ſentiments, that the Church of this king. 
dom as by law eſtabliſhed was the beft conſtituted Church in 
the world, and that the Revolution principles were- moſt for 
the intereſt of this nation; profeſſing to the day of his death, 
that theſe principles tended moſt-to the ſecurity both of the pre- 
- Tent generation, and of our poſterity, Returning a moſt ac- 
compliſhed gentleman, he was introduced at. court, and was 
moſt graciouſly received by his majeſty king George I. who ſoon 
after conferred upon him the office of Latin Secretary, with a 
ſalary of 2001. per annum; alſo collector and tranſmitter ef 
the ſtate papers in both the ſecretaries of ſtate's departments ; 
for which he was ſuppoſed as well qualified as any gentleman 
in England; and in the execution & which office no man was 
diſappointed, hereby juſtifying the good opinion that moſt diſ- 
cerning men entertained of him from his firſt appearance and 
converſation. Some years after, he reſigned theſe, and was 
made regiſter of the Navy, or regiſter of the high court of Ad- 
miralty, and likewiſe regiſter of the court of Delegates by let- 
ters patent, which he held till his deceaſe. He was alſo in 
parliament, being elected one of the members for the city of 
Lichfield, . . . . .. but did not long fit there, refigning of his 
own accord and motion, as not n to his natural temper, 

which 
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which could not away with the manner of ſpeaking and tranſ- 
acting the public affairs in that honourable houſe. He af- 
terwards ſupported Sir Rowland Hill, baronet, his couſin, when 
he ſtood candidate for the city of Lichfield, and was the 
principal means of his carrying his election, his perſonal intereſt 


and great character ſwaying much with the inhabitants of that 


place; and when Sir Liſter Holt, baronet, of Aſton Hall, near 
Birmingham, ſtood for the ſame city, he gave him his intereſt; 


as he did likewiſe to the late Sir Walter Wagſtaff Bagot, of 


Blithfield, baronet, canvaſſing the county of Stafford in part 
with him, and procuring ſuch votes for him and his friend as 
contributed, in a great degree, to their ſucceſsful return in par- 
liament. In the year 1741, he was one of the commiſſioners 
appointed by act of parliament to collect the land- tax in the 
city and county of Lichfield; as alſo for the counties of Stafford 
and Warwick, which the following year was to raiſe the ſum: 
of two millions thirty-eight thouſand fixty-five pounds eleven: 


ſhillings and five pence, out of which ſum the city of Lichfield. 


was to pay four hundred and twenty pounds nineteen ſhillings and 
four pence ; nor was he omitted in the other acts of parliament: 
or commiſſions for the ſervice of the kingdom in either of the 
aboveſaid counties, as long as his health allowed him to act in 
public, or his reſidence in England would admit of his exe-- 
cuting thoſe ſeveral offices, 

In 1722 he purchaſed the lands belonging to Hales Place, ſo 


named from the owner, John Hales, clerk of the hanaper in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, before called the Whitefriars monaſtery - 


in the city of Coventry; Sir Edward Hales, baronet, having pro- 


cured an act of parliament for that purpoſe, that the debts of: 
Sir Chriſtopher, his brother, might be paid off; theſe being 


paſſed over to John duke of Montague, were by him conveyed 


to 
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to Samuel Hill, of Shenſtone Park, eſq. which eſtates are yet in 
in his heirs. 

Early in the reign of king George the Second, on the 3 
of his wife, he went abroad to Italy and France, and continued 
ſome years out of England, till time did in ſome ſort => 
his great grief for his loſs. . During his abſence the Park Houſe 
was rented by —— Snead, of Biſhton in Staffordſhire, eſq. On 
His return home, though his table was the receptacle of men 
of learning and reputation, he led in general a retired and do- 
meſtic life, ſetting himſelf to make great improvements in his 
land, which he advanced to a high ſtate of culture. To effect 
this, he employed great numbers of poor herein, purſuing the 
advice of a great maſter *, who, treating of the nature of li- 
berality, makes it twofold, and ſays; we oblige thoſe who ſtand 
in need of our aſſiſtance, either from the advantage of labour 
or money; the latter is the eaſier way, eſpecially where the 
bene factor is a perſon of good eſtate, but the bounty beſtowed 
on labour and induſtry is the fairer and better of the two, the 
more honourable and better becoming a clear' and generous 
mind, for though the will may be free enough in both, yet 
the one obligation is rather a debt to fortune, but the other to 
his virtue. By pecuniary diſtributions the fountain itſelf may 
be exhauſted, and one ſuch benevolence is deſtroyed by another; 
and, in the very act, we loſe the means of obliging, Beſides, 
the other is more extenſive ; more people, not to mention the 
preſent profits of exerciſe and health, being thereby rendered 
ſerviceable both to their families and the public. 

Nor was this gentleman deficient in the other kind of libe» 
rality, ſeeing we could make it appear, that he found ſuch oc- 


Cicero. 
| caſions 


caſions of aſſiſting, and met with ſeveral objects of his bounty 


in this way, which he thought juſt and proper, either to help 
ſuch as had opportunity to raiſe themſelves and families in the 
world, by their application of mind and induſtry, to a reaſon- 
able good ſituation, or, in a method of true humanity and be- 


nevolence, to ſuccour ſuch as from unavoidable circumſtances, 


though of ancient families, were in declining caſe; a ſort of 
generoſity that Tully himſelf thought equal, and in ſome in- 
ſtances allowable to be put in practice, only with choice, and 
within compaſs ; otherwiſe gentlemen of property, great as Mr. 
Hill's was, might eafily ſquander away their whole eſtates upon 
iaconſiderate and ill judged gratuities, which prudent men 
would term lightneſs, profuſion, or excels. 

It cannot be denied, that he might have ſome perſonal in- 
tereſt in view in the employment of the poor, viz. the improve- 
ment of lands; if ſo in any degree, it muſt be of no great 
weight, becauſe, having no iſſue, he was ſure the benefits ac- 
cruing from them, by virtue of the entail on thoſe very lands, 
would paſs, as indeed they did, to the heir at law, with the 
many new buildings, raiſed at a vaſt expence, upon his farms 
in this pariſh; and with regard to the poor themſelves, it was 
found by experience at his death, that his employing them had 
conſiderably eaſed the rates and taxes of the ſeveral places to 
which they belonged, but eſpecially of Shenſtone. Or if any ſuch 
intereſt is objected as of moment, even this is a ſelf-love by no 
means meriting diſpraiſe, but uſeful in all the concerns of mankind; 
men being culpable only when they exceed the proper bounds, 
and thereby become obnoxious to avarice or any other ſpecies of 


ill. Such were his amuſements at a time of life when he was * 
unable to read, or enjoy the converſation of his friends. Some 


years before Tus death he was afflicted with a rheumatiſm, or a 
K * 
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paralytic complaint, in ſome meaſure occaſioned by his con- 
tinuing in marſhy grounds or drains with his labourers ; having 
likewiſe hurt his legs twice, he became utterly nnable to walk; 
neither were the waters of the German Spa, thoſe of Aix la 
Chapelle, and the pure air of South France, nor the Engliſh 
baths, all which he frequented, able to reſtore him. Being 
reduced to ſuch circumſtances, two gentlemen were appointed 
as companions, and to read to him, who were kept with him 
till his deceaſe. 

In religious duties he was very exact, ſetting an admirable 
example by his conſtant attendance upon the ſervice of the 
church and its ſacraments, and by his reſpectful behaviour to 
his miniſter, and the clergy in general. On the whole, we 
may term him a great and a very uſeful man, As to his political 
principles, Mr. Hill was a friend to the Revolution ; revered the 
memory of the prince who delivered theſe kingdoms from Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Government, and was fond of the eſtabliſh- 
ments made to ſecure the crown in the prefent royal family. 
As a ſcholar, he was well. verſed in Greek and Latin; Virgil 
and Horace. of the Latin claſſics were favourites with him; but 
he moſt admired Salluſt, for his nervous ſtyle and conciſe way of 
ſpeaking. Of theſe authors eſpecially he would frequently make 
large quotations, reſpecting what was read before him or diſ- 
courſed of, even in the laſt ſix months of his life; and he well 
underſtood the French, Italian, and German languages ; ſpoke 
well, and with propriety, on almoſt every ſubject, and would 
make many uſeful obſervations where the matter required it. 
Having, beſides the advantage of conſiderable abilities, ſeen 
much. of the polite and learned world; with a great memory 
and ſtrong judgement, his mode of ſpeaking was greatly in- 
ſtructive, commanding” both reſpect and attention. He had, 
TAS - — | : a courtly 
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a courtly and fine manner of addreſs, but could not away with 
or bear any thing of flattery; as he was well read in mankind, 
he allowed greatly for all men who came far ſhort of his own 
fine qualities, provided they were ſincere and behaved with de- 
corum. In his domeſtic character, of a good huſband, an excel- 
lent maſter to his ſervants, a ſincere friend and benefactor, per- 
ſons that knew him of long time generally agree. That we may 
do this gentleman's memory ftrict juſtice, he is charged with 
many frailties, and who 1s free from them? Such were his 
baughtineſs, reſerve, and a diſpoſition warm enough; ; the laſt 
no queſtion was natural to him, and the others might proceed 
from the manner of his education, and the great proſpects he 
ſet out in life with. In perſon he was genteel, of a good ſta- 
ture, and rather full of fleſh than otherwiſe, of a ruddy coun- 
tenance, and was, as his form ſhewed, a man of conſiderable 
ſtrength. 

About the year 1721, the aboveſaid Samuel Hill, eſq. mar- 
ried lady Elizabeth Stanhope, ſecond and younger daughter 
of Philip earl of Cheſterfield, by lady Elizabeth his wife, one 
of the daughters and coheirs of George Savil marquis of 
Halifax, by his ſecond lady, Gertrude, daughter to the ho- 
nourable William Pierpoiht, eſq. Lady Elizabeth Hill is to 
this day mentioned by all that knew her as a perſon of the 
greateſt merit, whether conſidered in a religious or civil ca- 
pacity. She was very affable to all, and of a moſt bountiful 
temper, all her aim appearing to be intended to render every 
one near her as happy as poſſible. - She is deſcribed as abound- 
ing in charity and good works, as a ſupport and bleſſing to the 
poor and diſtreſſed, whom ſhe often perſonally viſited, and was 
reg urdful of their complaints, never leaving them without ſuch 
rclicf 25 ſhe was capable of beſtowing, being diſpleaſed if any 
object of compaſſion was concealed from her notice. 

K 2 In 
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In the year 1727, ſhe went to attend the coronation of kin 
George the Second, and at London was taken ill of the ſmall. 
pox, and died without iſſue, greatly regretted, upon the 24th 
day of November; one author * ſays, by miſtake, upon the 
14th of that month. The corpſe, being put in a lead coffin, 
and over it one of wood, covered with fine black cloth, was 
carried to Shenſtone, and interred in the vault belonging to the 
family at the Park, which, as we have already obſerved, was made 
by John Strickſon, eſq. for himſelf, but was never uſed till the 
remains of this excellent lady Hill were depoſited in it, upon the 
th of December, 1727, as appears from the regiſter- book. 
The inſcription upon the coffin ſays, that ſhe died aqth of No- 

vember, at the age of 24 years. 
| Mr. Hill ſurvived his wife many years, but never married 
again, dying iſſueleſs, upon the 2 1ſt day of February, 1758, 
and was buried upon Sunday the 26th, being then 67 years of age; 
his remains were depoſited alſo near his lady's in the ſame vault. 

For want of iſſue, the Park, Shenſtone Hall, the manor of 
Sutton Madoc, in the county of Salop, a third' part of Wrock- 
 wardine, of which Samuel Hill, eſq. Pemberton, or 
Fludd, and Brook Foreſter of Wenlock, eſqrs. were joint lords, 
an eſtate of value near the city of Coventry, the advowſon of 
Shenſtone church with the tithes, beſides other lands, went, by 
the power of the entail made by the honourable and reverend 
Richard Hill, to Thomas Hill, of Terne, in Salop, efq. One 
eftate, near Coventry, came to Sir Rowland Hill, of Hawkſton, 
| Salop, Baronet; and a third to Samuel Egerton, of Tatton 
Park in Cheſhire, eſq. but this laſt gentleman did not inherit 
from the entail, but as next heir to Samuel Hill, eſq. who pur- 
Chaſed it. | | | 


0 Collins, in his Peerage. : 
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After the death of this gentleman, Shenſtone Park was leaſed 
by the preſent tenant for ſeven years, Abraham Hoſkyns, eſq. 
ſon of William Hoſkyns, eſq. of Stafford, which Abraham was 


an officer in the army in the reign of his late majeſty king 


George II. and till he came to Shenſtone Park, was ſettled in 
the neighbouring pariſh of Barr after he had diſpoſed of his 


commiſſion, He married Sarah, daughter of William Rowe, 


gent, of Birmingham, Warwickſhire, by Elizabeth his wife, 


who is yet living at Shenſtone Park, aged near 80. Abraham 


Hoſkins, eſq. and Sarah his wife had ifſue William, who died 
at 17 years old in 1763; Abraham, aged 17 in 1768; and 
Elizabeth, aged 15, 1768. William Hoſkins of Stafford had a 
brother Richard, father of Abraham, an attorney at law in 
Burton upon Ty in 9 


The reverend Rowland Woodward Hill, rector of Forncett in 
Norfolk, was of St. John's college, Cambridge, where he took 
the degree of Maſter of Arts, and had his nomination of Forn- 
cett's rectories, as united, from his own family, and afterwards of 


Hodnet in Salop. At his death, which happened in 1733, he left 


one hundred pounds yearly to the new Theatre at Cambridge: ; 
alſo one hundred pounds to poor clergymen's widows in the 


county of Salop. To this Rowland Hill, who died unmarried, : 


was the title of Baronet limited. This gentleman, as I con- 


jecture, was the ſecond ſon of Thomas Harwood, * Margaret, 


daughter of Rowland Hill, of Hawkſton, eſq. 


Thomas Hill, eſq. took the name as Samuel his couſin ger- 


man did, being before ſurnamed Har wood, of whoſe family we . 


ſhall now proceed to treat. 


John 
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John Harwood was a conſiderable tobacco and fugar mer- 
chant in the city of London, and was a great ſufferer by the 
great fire which made ſuch deſolation in that city after the 
plague in the reign of king Charles II. yet had a good fortune 
left, eſpecially in ſuch effects as were providentially lodged in 
Shrewſbury and elſewhere. His ſon and heir was John, Doctor 
of Civil Law (of whom preſently, who had a ſiſter); and his 
younger ſon was Thomas, who married Margaret, daughter of 
Rowland Hill, eſq. of Hawkſtone in Salop, by Margaret, daughter 
of Richard Whitehall, of Whitchurch, eſq. and had iffue by her 
(who was ſiſter of the honourable and reverend Richard Hill) two 
ſons *, and two daughters, Martha and Anne. Martha was wife 
of Walter Gough, eſq. of Oldfallings, near Wolverhampton in 
Staffordſhire, an eſtate purchaſed by Henry Gough, eſq. in the 
th year of the reign of James I. which Walter was ſon of Sir 
Henry, created a knight by king Charles II. and then was 
ſeated at Perry Hall in Barr pariſh, Staffordſhire. Walter 
Gough, and Martha his wife, had iſſue four ſons, Walter, Thomas, 
rector of Riſby, Suffolk, who died January, 1786; Richard, an 
Eaſt India ſupercargo, loſt in the Northampton Indiaman, and 
Henry ; alſo daughters, of whom Martha, the third, married to 
John Fiſher of Springfield, near Knoll in Warwickſhire, eſq. late 
high-ſheriff for that county, who had by her a ſon, who died 
at the age of 20, and two daughters +. Henry, ſtill living, was 
in the Eaſt-India company's ſervice, but lately of Buſhbury in 
Staffordſhire, and unmarried. Walter, who died Oct. 4, 177 3, one 
of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the county of Stafford, who 
married twice; firſt to Mary, daughter of John Hunt, eſq. of 


» „ and Rowland Rs was rector of Thornton in Cheſhire, and died 


unmarried. 
+ One of theſe married Moland, eſq. and died, leaving iſſue by bim 

Four daughters. Her ſiſter is ill unmarried living at Sprivghield. 
7 Sutton 


Ll 


OFSHENS TON: E. _— 


Sutton Cofield, and Winſom Green near Birmingham #, by 
whom he had 1. Walter, who died young; 2. Henry, edu- 
cated at Repton ſchool in Derbyſhire, afterwards ſent to the 


Univerſity of Oxford, and entered fellow-commoner at Chriſt- 


church; he loſt his life by a fall from his horſe in hunting, No- 


vember 25, 1769; 3, John, who was a ſhort time with a filk 
merchant in the city of Coventry, and on the deceaſe of his 
brother Henry entered a gentleman commoner at Oxford, 


and ſucceeded to. the eſtate on the death of his father 25 
and two daughters, the eldeſt ſtill living unmarried; the 


youngeſt martied in 1772, Simon Oliver Taylor, eſq. of Irt- 


lingborough, in the county of Northampton, and died in 177 3, 
in childbed of her firſt child. Walter Gough, eſq. married, 
ſecondly, June 15, 1758, the relict of Clopton, eſq. 
daughter and coheir of Brierley d of Handſworth in Staf- 
fordſhire, eſq. by whom he had no iſſue. Martha, wife of 
Walter Gough, ſen. of Oldfallings, long. ſurvived her huſband, 
to the month of May, 1768, being old and full of days, and 
then died much lamented, with the reputation of a very good 
and hoſpitable gentlewoman. 

Another daughter of the ſaid Martha by Walter Gough, was 
wife of Samuel Harwood, of Hagborne in Berkſhire, and alſo of 


At this laſt place he bad a good houſe, now belonging to his grandſon John 
Gough, eſq. of Perry Hall. 
+ He was on @ vifit with his ſriend the Rey. Mr. Vernon, of Hanbury in Wor- 


ceſterſhire, and they went to dine with Mr. Ligon ; in coming home in the evening, 


with two or three gentlemen in company, Mr. Gough's horſe threw him and diſlo- 
cated his neck, and he was found quite dead when the gentlemen returned from catch- 
ing his horſe. 

He married in 1779, Eleanor, daughter of Thomas Mitton, eſq. of Shipton, 


Salop, by whom be had a ſon, John, born 1780, a daughter, 1781, and ſhe died ir in 


child- bed of her third child, a daughter, May 3, 1783. 
d She died July, 1781, Her filter married Sacheverel. 


— 
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Shrewſbury, eldeſt fon of John, LL. D. of Doctors Commons; 
which john was elder brother of Thomas Harwood of Terne, fa- 
ther of Thomas Hill, eſq. of Terne, 1768. Samuel and Anne 
had two ſons, and three daughters]; Samuel, Watkin who went 
abroad and was in the army; all unmarried. Samuel was of 
Chriſtchurch college in Oxford, and, 1767, went to ſtudy phyſick 
at the Univerſity of Edinburgh in Scotland, a young gentleman of 
merit, and married a daughter of Thomas Mitton; Anne, their 
mother, was living in 1768. The eldeſt ſiſter of Anne, wife of 
Samuel Harwood, of Hagborn and Salop, was wife of Thomas 
Mitton, of Shipton in Salop, eſq. and had iſſue a ſon, who mar- 
Tied a daughter of Sir Henry Edwards, of Shrewſbury, bart. 
and hath iſſue other ſons and daughters; the eldeſt of the latter 
was married to John Gough, eſq. of Perry Hall. | 

Anne, ſecond daughter of Thomas Harwood, of Terne, eſq. 
by the daughter of Rowland Hill, of Hawkſtone, eſq. was wife 
of John Kynaſton, eſq. of Hordley in Salop, nearly related to 
John Kynaſton, eſq. who petitioned for the barony of Powis, 
and, after ſerving ſeveral times in parliament for the county of 
Salop, died in 1733, poſſeſſed of an eſtate of 3000]. yearly, 
which he left to Corbet Kynaſton, eſq. his ſon. John Kynaſ- 
ton and Anne his wife had iſſue two ſons, Edward and Roger, 
alſo a daughter, Amie, who died unmarried. Edward was 
member in the two laſt parliaments for the county of Mont- 
gomery, and hath his ſeat at Hardwick in Salop. He married 
» daughter of Floyde, eſq. a great heireſs, but 
hath yet no child by her. Roger, the ſecond ſon, is a barriſter 
at law, by a daughter of — Powel, eſq. of Shrewſbury, hath 
fue three ſons, John, Edward, and Roger; his wife died in 1766; 
and he in October 1768 was a widower, and died 


0 Ange, Mary, and Martha, 


John 
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John Harwood *, LL. D. of Doctors Commons, elder brother 
of Thomas, father of the preſent Thomas Hill, of Terne, eſq. 
was ſeated at Hagburn in Berks; and had iſſue, x, Samuel, as 
before, living in 1760; 2, James, a clerk, rector of Cliff in 
Kent, and vicar of Dartford, who married a daughter of | 
Chaſe, and hath children; 3, Edward, who, by a daughter of 

— prince, eſq; of the High Hall near Shrewſbury, had John, 
who died childleſs, , Edward, and Simon, who married three 
wives; firft,, Ann Baſtyne, relict of John Baſtyne, coal-merchant 
in London, who died without iſſue; ſecondly, Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of —— Hudſon, of Shrewſbury; thirdly, Elizabetb, daugh- 
ter of Sewell, eſq. collector of the cuſtoms-in the port of 
Cheſter, yet living; hut neither had iſſue by him,. Edward, ſe- 
cond ſon of Edward, was educated in St. John's college, Cam- 
bridge, and took the degree of M. A. was afterwards vicar of 
Erith in Kent, and removing thenee had the rectory of Thornton 
in Cheſhire, He married two wives, firſt, Theodoſia, daughter 
of John Treviſa, eſq. of Crocordon in Cornwall, by whom he 
had two ſons, John and Edward, alſo one daughter, Mary. John 
died 17 36-7, being then a lieutenant in his majeſty's navy, un- 
married; Edward, educated in Shrewſbury ſchool; was thence 
ſent to St. Jehms college in Cambridge, and afterwards elected 
fellow of Clare Hall in that Univerſity, where he took the de- 
gree of M. A. in 1759 made vicar of this pariſh'of Shenſtone ; 
and January 7, 1768, married Anna Maria Foreman, only daugh- 
ter of Otho Foreman, of London, by Mary his wife, daughter of 
—— Stephenſon +, eſq. of Northwich in Cheſhire, collector of 
the alt duties there. Mary married, 1760, to James Folliott, 


* A ſiſter of his was married to — Jermey, elq. who bad by her a daughter, 
living and unmarried in 1768. 


+ He came out of the North of England, and had been a conſiderable merchant. 
L mer- 
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merchant in Cheſter, ſecond ſon of James Folliott, eſq. why 
ſerved at the ſiege of Londonderry, in Ireland, in- the reign of king 
William III; and is yet living, in October 1768, being on half 
pay, and 80 years old. James Folliott and Mary Harwood had 
iſſue William Harwood Folliott, born 1761; and Theodoſia, born 
1762, who died in 1768; Mary, wife of James Folliott, merchant, 
deceaſed 1764. Edward Harwood, rector of Thornton, married, 
ſecondly, in the year 1738, to Elizabeth, relict of ſohn (or Peter) 
Treviſa, captain in the African Company's ſervice, who died on 
the coaſt of Guinea, leaving Elizabeth, born in 1726, hving in 
1768, in Cheſter ; which Elizabeth, the widow, was daughter of 
John Grove, gent. of Okeley-green in the pariſh of Bray, Berks; 
and yet ſurvives her ſecond: hufband; the Reverend Edward Har- 
wood, who died in 1760, without iſſue from his ſecond mar- 
riage. Captain'John Treviſa abovefaid was brother to ne 
firſt wife of the Reverend Edward Harwood. 

Ralph, fourth ſon of Edward Harwood, enarried to 
daughter of —— at Molde in Flintſhire, and is finee dead; but 
his widow ſurvives ; and a daughter of theirs Was married in 
1768. 

Thomas Hill, ſon of Thomas Harwood, eſq. by the ſiſter of 
the Hon. and Rev. Richard Hill, was- early taken into the par- 
ticular protection of his uncle, who took all poſſible care to have 
him educated as Samuel his couſin: was, ſettled in the ſame 
manner a fortune upon him, and entailed Shenſtone Park with. 
other eſtates of great value upon him, which accordingly he be- 
came poſſeſſed of upon the deceaſe of Samuel Hill, eſq. in 1758. 
This gentleman and his iſſue male are in the entail of the dig- 
nity of a baronet of Great Britain, on deceaſe of ſuch iſſue of 
the preſent Sir Rowland Hill, bart. He hath married two 


wives; firſt, —— daughter of Sir Littleton Powis, knight, many 
years 
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in the port of Chieſter, yet living; but neither had iſſue by 
him; this Simon died in 1767, leaving the Reverend Edward 
Harwood his heir male. Edward, ſecond ſon of Edward, by a 
daughter of —— Prince, eſq. was educated in St. John's col- 
lege, Cambridge, and took the degree of Maſter of Arts, was: 
afterwards vicar of Erith in Kent, and removing thence had the 
rectory of Thornton in Cheſhire. This gentleman married two: 
wives, firſt, Theodoſia, daughter of John Treviſa, eſq. of Cro- 

cordon in Cornwall, by whom he had two ſons, John and 
Edward, alſo one daughter, Mary. John died 1736-97, being 
then a lieutenant in his majeſty's navy, unmarried; Edward, 
educated in Shrewſbury ſchool, was thence ſent to St. John's 
college in Cambridge, and afterwards. elected fellow of Clare 
Hall in that Univerſity, where he took a Maſter of Arts degree; 
in the year 1759, made vicar of this pariſh of Shenſtone ; and 
upon the 7th of January, 1968, married Anna Maria Fore- - 
man, only daughter of Otho Foreman, of the city of London, 
by Mary his wife, daughter of | Stephenſon *, eſq. of 
Northwich in Cheſhire, collector of the falt duties there. Mary 
married, 1760, to James Folliott, merchant in Cheſter, ſe- 
cond ſon of James Folliott, eſq. who ſerved at the ſiege of 
Londonderry, in Ireland, in- the reign of king William III. and 
is yet living in October, 1768, being on half-pay, and 80 
years old. James Folliott and Mary Harwood had iſſue William 
Harwood Folliott, born 1761; and Theodoſia, born 1762, who» 
died in 1768; Mary, wife of James Folliott, merchant, deceaſed”. 
1764. Edward Harwood, rector of Thornton, married, ſe- 
condly, in the year 1738, to Elizabeth, relict of John + Tre-? 
viſa, captain in the African company's ſervice, who died on then 


8 


* He came out of the North of England, and had been a conſiderable 'merchatit. | 
+ Or Peter. 


- 
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COA Guinea, leaving Elizabeth, born in 1726, living in 
17 in Cheſter ; . which Elizabeth, the widow, was daughter 
of John Grove, gent, of Okeley- green in the parſh of Bray, 
Berks, and yet ſurvives her ſecond; huſband, the Reverend Ed- 


_ ward Harwood, who died in 17 60, without iſſue from his. ſe- 


cond marriage. Captain John. Freviſa aboveſaid: was brother 
to Theodoſia, firſt wife of the Reverend Edward: Harwood. 

The ſiſter of John Harwood, LL. D. of Doctors Commons, 
married to Jermey, eſq. who had by her a daughter, 
living and unmarried in 1768. | 

Ralph, fifth ſon. of John Harwood, LL. D. married * to — 
daughter of ———., at Molde in Flintſhire, and is ſince dead; 
but his widow. ſurvives. Another ſon died young. Of the two 
daughters of Dr. Harwood, Elizabeth the eldeſt married to 
Mr. Edward Burroughs of Cheſter, living in 1768 ; Mary the 
youngeſt married to Bartholomew Greenwood, eſq. of London 
and. Grantham; but neither of theſe had children; Mary is dead. 
Thomas Hill, ſon. of Thomas Harwood, eſq. of Terne, by the 
ſiſter of the Honourable and Reverend Richard Hill, was early 


taken into the particular protection of his uncle, who took all 


poſſible care to have him educatedcas Samuel his couſin was, 
and: ſettled in the ſame manner a fortune upon him, and en- 
tailed: Shenſtone Park with other eſtates of great. value upon 
him, which accordingly. he became poſſeſſed of upon the deceaſe 
of Samuel Hill, eſq. of Shenſtone Park, in the year 1758, 
This gentleman and his iſſue male are in the entail of the dig- 


nity of a bart. of Great Britain, on deceaſe of ſack iſſue of 


the preſont Sir Rowland Hill, bart. He hath married two 
wives; firſt —— daughter of Sir Littleton. Powis, knight, many 


. *, And had a daughter married in 1766. She died in November-1768. 
OS | years 
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years one of the Juſtices of the Court of King's Bench to his 
majeſty king George 1. till, becoming ſuperannuated, he had his 
quietus, with the grant of a confiderable penſion from the crown, 
and then retiring into the country, died March 16, 1732, at 

his own ſeat in the county of Salop. By this lady Mr. Hill had 
Thomas, who died young; a daughter, married to 
Burton, eſq. of Altham, or Longnore, near Shrewſbury, who 
are both living, and have children; alſo Margaret, married to 
Bennet Sherard “*, baron Le Trim in Ireland, earl of Harborough 
in England, by whom ſhe had iſſue twins, a ſon, lord Sherard, 
and daughter, which, with the lady herſelf, died ſoon after 
the birth, 1767, as did the ſon about a year after. Thomas | 
Hill, eſq. married, ſecondly, to Suſanna Maria, eldeſt of the 
four daughters and coheirs of the honourable William Noel, who, 
being educated to the law, became one of the king's counſel, 
and, in 1741, member of parliament for the borough of Stam- 
ford in Lincolnſhire, alſo recorder of that corporation, after 
made chief juſtice of Cheſter, and at length made one of his 
majeſty's juſtices of the Common Pleas ; ſince deceaſed, He was 
alſo in parliament in 1733, but abſent on the circuit when the 
noted bill for the exciſe was carried in the houſe. - He was fe- 
cond and youngeſt ſon of Sir John Noel, baronet, by Mary 
daughter and coheir of Sir John Clobery, of Winchefter, ba- 
ronet, Which Sir John Noel was ſon of Sir William, by Mar- 
garet, daughter of John, lord Lovelace, of Hurley in Berks, fon 
of Verney Noel, created a baronet, 12 Charles II. by Elizabeth, 
ſecond daughter of Sir Wolſtan Dixie, of Boſworth in Leiceſter- 
ſhire, knight, and was deſcended of the fame family with the 
parliamentary barons of Hilcot in Staffordſhire; the, viſcount 
Wentworth of Nettleſtead, and the earl of Gainſborough ; al 


Elder brother to the preſent earl. He died in 1770. 
5 as ori- 
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originally of Ellen. hall in Staffordſhire, and whoſe anceſtor was 
one of the adventurers of William the Firſt, king of England, 
Thomas Hill, eſq. and Suſanna Maria, daughter of the konour- 
able judge Noel, by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Trollop, 
of Caſewick in Lincolnſhire, bart. had iſſue two ſons, Sa- 
muel and Noel ; ; and two daughters Suſanna Maria, who died 
1761-2, unmarried, and Mary who was married to the late Sir 
Bryan Broughton Delves, bart. from whom ſhe received a 
large addition of fortune by his laſt will ; this lady is living and 
unmarried *“; ſhe had no iſſue by him. Samuel was, with his 
brother, under the tuition of the Reverend Mr. Fletcher, who 
was alſo their private tutor when they were ſent to the uni- 
verſity: of Cambridge, where they were both entered fellow-com- 
moners of St. John's college, and went with one or both of 
them on their travels; whether Samuel had an honourary de- 
gree in Cambridge I am not informed, but conjecture ſuch an 
one was conferred upon him; being taken ill of a fever, he 
died ſoon after, in the year 1766, unmarried, to the great re- 
gret of his family, at the.age of 22 years or thereabouts, poſ- 
ſeſſed of Shenſtone Park, which his father had conveyed to him. 
Noel Hill, eſq. was his heir to the Shenſtone eſtates, which, be- 
ſides other lands, conſiſts of the Old Hall, the Park, the advow- 
fon of the church, and the tythes. He was as above faid with his 
brother at the Univerſity, and at the time of Samuel's deceaſe i in 
Scotland purſuing his ſtudies. He took the degree of Maſter | 
of Arts in Cambridge, and performed regularly the exerciſes 
requiſite for it. In the year 1768 his father, who is ad- 
vanced in years, declining any farther attendance on parliament, 
he was choſen in his 3 with 0 Clive, for the town of 
Shrewſbury. = | 


In 1769 ſhe married to John Elriogton, ef · 
| In 
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In the month of October, 1768, Thomas Hill, eſq. of Cleve- 
jand-court, St. James's, was living, and a widower, aged about 
77; and Noel Hill, eſq. member of parliament for Shrewſbury, 
his only ſon, aged 23, a young gentleman of whom not only. 
his family and friends have great expectations, but alſo his 
country, from his known abilities and nobleneſs of nature. In 
1768 he married „daughter of Henry Vernon, eſq. of 


Hilton in Staffordſhire, decaſed, by lady Wentworth, daugh- : 
ter of the earl of Stafford, and has iſſue a — born Oc- 


tober 4, © FO 


Sir Rowland Hill, only ſon of - John Hill,. eig of Lutwich in 
the county of Salop (third ſon of Rowland Hill of Hawkſtone, 
by Margaret Whitehall, by —— daughter of —— Stubbs, of 
Shaw in Staffordſhire), was created a baronet * by king George II. 
out of his regard to the many ſervices done this kingdom by 
the Honourable and Reverend Richard Hill, his uncle, In the 
year 1732 it was publicly ſaid, that this Sir Rowland Hill was 
in poſſeffion of eſtates valued at almoſt eight thouſand: pounds 
per annum; which I the rather obſerve here to ſhew how great 
a fortune the ſaid Richard Hill muſt have had or acquired to 
raiſe ſo many of his family; as Sir Rowland Hill, the late Sa- 
muel Hill of Shenſtone Park, Thomas Hill of Terne, and- the 
Reverend Rowland Woodward Hill, Sir Rowland + Hill, Ba- 
ronet, in the month of June, 1732, married Jane, eldeſt of 
the two daughters of Sir Bryan Broughton, hart. (deſcended 233 
of the ancient family of Broughton who were ſeated at Long . 
don, near Lichfield in Staffordſhire), by his firſt wife, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Delves, of Doddington in Cheſhire, 
bart. by his firſt 1 Jane, TRI of Sir Richard 


* January 20, 1726-7. A High Sheriff of $alop for the year 17 32. 
Knightley, 


— 
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Knightley, of Fawefley in Northamptonfhire, who was Knight 
of the Bath, with which Jane Broughton Sir Rowland had a for- 
tune of thirty thouſand pounds; they have iffae foreral children, 
both ſons and daughters. ä 
To conclude what we have to ſay further of the family of 
Thomas Hill, eſq. now of Terne, we find, on ſtricter obſerva- 
tion, a knight, Sir Edward Harwood, from whom came John, 
who married a daughter of —— Allen, a merchant in London, 
and left three ſons, wiz. Sir Edward, knight, a colonel in the 
guards; 2, ——, a commodore; 3, John Harwood, a mer- 
chant of London, and after of Shrewſbury, who married Martha, 
daughter of Edward Moreton, eſq. of Shropſhire, and lett three 
ſons and four daughters; John, Thomas, Edward, Martha, 
Anne, Mary, and Abigail. John was LL. D. of Doctors Com- 
mons, as aforeſaid, who married Anne, daughter of ...... 
Bulteal, a Spaniſh merchant, and had iflue by her only two 
ſons, and one daughter, Anne; which ſhews the information 
we received of his having a third ſon, Edward, was a miſtake, 
ſeeing he had only a ſon Samuel and James, with Anne, a daugh- 
ter. Thomas was father of Thomas Hill, eſq. of Terne, in Oc- 
tober, 1768; of Rowland, Martha, and Anne, of all whom 
we have already treated. Edward, the brother, and not the ſon, 
of John, LL.D. married Elizabeth, dayghter of Thomas Hayes, 
eſq. who reſided near Shrewſbury, and left iflue John, Edward, 
Samuel, Ralph, Elizabeth, and Mary. John had a daughter, 
who died young; Edward was rector of Thornton, and died 
1760; Samuel died a batchelor; Simon died in 1767, and 
married as before; Ralph had a daughter, who, in 1768, mar- 
Tied . . . . . « Beoley, of Mold in Flintſhire. Ralph — 
widow was living in November, 1768. Elizabeth was married to 


carne Burroughs, and is lately dead; this Elizabeth was daugh- 
ter 
| 
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ter of Edward Harwood, by Elizabeth Hayes; and Mary her ſiſter 
married Bartholomew Greenwood, eſq. Martha, eldeſt daugh- 
ter of John Harwood: of Terne, married Simon Hanmer, of 
Kennet in Salop, eſq.; Anne married — Curtis, eſq.. eldeſt 
ſon of Sir George Curtis, bart.; Mary died, unmarried, at 
Shrewſbury; Abigail. married Joh Congreve, eſq. of stretton 
in Staffordſhire, of whom came the Reverend Mr. Congreve of 
Leacroft Hall, near Cannock, and colonel Congreve; a family: 
noted for having eſtates in this county from the Conqueſt. 


The park, and lands about it, which are of large circuit 
(three miles or more), claim a diſcharge of tythes. As to the 
rectorial or great tythes, they belong to Noel Hill, eſq. whoſe: 
property theſe lands are, except ſuch as came to Samuel Egerton, 
eſq, Of theſe, therefore, we need ſay little, as being in the hands. 
of their own- tenants; yet it may not be amiſs: to obſerve, that 
Mr. Brandreth often regretted his: incapacity to give them. up 
to the church, upon family accounts, when the tythes were iu 
no caſe to be compared ta the preſent value of them. What he 
could properly ſpare he did, giving the miniſter a yearly preſent 
of ten guineas, beſides: what was beſtowed; by: way of gratuity 
from the gentlemen who poſſeſſed the lands belonging to the 
two parks. Neither may We omit to remark, that the late Sa- 
muel Hill, efq, and the preſent tenants Abraham Hoſkyns, eſq. 
amd Mr. Elde, have never failed in extending the ſame kindneſs. 
to the vicar. Zut, as objections are made by others who hold 
part of the park lands, we ſhall: proceed to obſerve, that theſe. 
tenants plead a freedom from the payment of ſmall tythes, or 
thoſe termed vicarial, by a modus of one ſhilling and ten pence 
for the whole park, or ſome ſuch trifling ſum. Orr this ſubject, 
therefore, we affirm with perſons moſt nn. in the laws of 
this 
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this kingdom, and who underſtand. its conſtitution, that what 

vue call time of memory is reckoned from the reign of Richard 
the Firſt; and any cuſtoms may be deſtroyed by evidence of its 
non-exiſtence in any part- of the long period from his days to 
- the preſent. Wherefore as the: modus or real compoſition is ſup- 
poſed to have been a juſt and equal contract, or in other words, 
the full value of the tythes at the time of making ſuch agree- 
ment, it is a given rule and certain, If the modus is ſo much 
as to exceed the value of the tythes in the time of king Richard J. 
this modus is felo de ſe (deſtroys itſelf); for as it would be de- 
ſtroyed by any direct evidence to prove its non- exiſtence at any 
time ſince that reign, ſo alſo it is deſtroyed by carrying in itſelf 
ſuch internal evidence of a much later origin;“ and it is not 
equal and fit that where ſuch modus * does in no ſenſe come to 
the value of the tythes of perhaps the pooreſt tenant within 
the compaſs of the park, it ſhould deſtroy itſelf, or be of no 
effect? Lex every unprejudiced | perſon conſider and deter- 
mine whether laws ſhould not be founded upon the princi- 
ples of reaſon, and then we think they may — join v us in 
opinion. 

With regard to the vicarage 0 and Wen theſe pay 1 no 
tyrhes: to the rector, if held by the vicar or curate, nor vice 
verſe. It is termed preſcription to be diſcharged of them, and to 
pay no compenſation for them, becauſe of the axiom t, that a 

church pays not tenths to the church;“ but theſe kind of pri- 

vileges are perſonal both to king and clergy, for their tenant or 
leſſee muſt pay tythes of the ſame lands, thaugh. in New own 
occupation oy are not BOO | 
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In this pariſh, either at Wood-end or at Shenſtone, hath 
ſomerime reſided a good family named Colyere, the laſt ſur- 
viving heir of which is Mrs. Graciana Colyere, living here in 
November 1768 . 

That the Colyeres were of note, we have an oppontianity of 
ſhewing from accounts well authenticated, and which we will 
lay before the reader, eſpecially as a . Antiquary t 
affirms as follows: | | 

& Mr. James Colyere owns 'Darlaſton in Stafford(hire, whoſe 
grandfather was firſt a taylor, then a draper, and laſt of all a 
wool-ſtapler, by which he got ſo much money as to purchaſe 
this manor, almoſt all ſtone, a pretty. market town, and a 
thoroughfare to London; alſo a goodly farm one mile from 
Trent Southwards, and two miles from Stone, being a grange 
belonging to the abbey .of Cumbermere in Cheſhire,” a re- 

_ ligious houſe founded in 1134, 35 Henry I. for white monks. . 
This was called Earl's. Hyde, but now commonly Yarlet g, being 
anciently the property of Roger earl of Montgomery, and Be- . 
leſme in Normandy, baron of Chicheſter, earl of Arundel 
and Salop in England, containing one hide of land, which this 
lord gave to that abbey ſoon after the Conqueſt ; the date of 

the foundation of Cumbermere ſhews a miſtake. Again, he 
ſays, © Darlaſton belonged, in the reign of king William the 
Firſt, to the abbey of Burton upon Trent. Jeffry the abbot 
paſſed it to Ormus de Guidon, who, by a daughter of Nicholas 
de Beauchamp, ſheriff of this county, had a ſon Robert, father 
of Aliva, wife of Engenulph de Greſley, who had Hawis de 
Darlaſton, wife of Henry de Verdon (t. Edward II.). In the reign 
of Henry VIII. James Colyere bought it and Earl's Hyde grange, 


And in 1774. EDiToR. Band, + Erdſwick. 
+ An obvious corruption of Zearl Tus. | 


M which 
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which had been Roger de Montgomery's, but was given by Ro- 
bert de Baſkerville, and confirmed by Hugh Lacy, to the aforeſaid 
abbey, 5o Henry III. 

It is certainly no objection to the character. of this family, 
that trade was their advancement, and we do not find any thing 
unworthy or vile laid to the charge of Mr. James Colyere ; we 
may, therefore, juſtly ſuppoſe him to have been a perſon of 
fortune, or at leaſt a man of great induſtry and integrity in his 
dealings with mankind, elſe it ſeems very probable this writer 
would not have failed to have tranſmitted a worſe character to 
poſterity than to note only the low condition of a taylor, from 
whence he roſe ſuddenly to great fortune, We muſt alſo ob- 
ſerve, that this ſame gentleman hath been already charged with 
reporting idle ſtories, or taking fabulous tales upon truſt. 

Another gentleman *, ſpeaking of thoſe who had the e 
lands, names Colyere as one whoſe family did not proſper on ac- 
count of ſuch purchaſe or poſſeſſions ;- but ſuch objections are 
above our knowledge to anſwer with fſatisfaQtion ; nor do we 
chooſe to ſay any thing of ſuch matters, as if judgements over- 
took all that had to do with the diflolved abbey lands ; but it 
would, however, be a chriſtian office to reſtore ſo much as 
would decently ſupport the miniſters in all places where they 
have not a proper maintainance, a. circumſtance that is generally 
complained of, but without any hopes of redreſs. 


One account of the COLYARES of Darlaſton. 


James Colyare, of Darlaſton, eſq. had Robert (living in 1583), 
who married Agnes, daughter of Sir Thomas Venables, of Kin- 
derton in Cheſhire, a family ennobled by Hugh de Lupus de 


* Degpe.. 


Abrincis, 
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Abrincis, earl of Cheſter, in whoſe parliament they ſat, by authority 
from king William 1. till the county palatine was annexed to the 
crown by king Henry III. in 1238. Gilbert Venables, baron of 
Kinderton, held of Hugh, earl of Cheſter *, the lordſhips of Eccle- 
ſton, Aldburg, -Torporley, Wettenhall, Herford, Lyme, Lee; Wy- 
mundham, Brereton, in which were two-hydes geldable Cimbre- 
ton, Daneport, Wittune, and Blackenhale ; and in the account of 
fees belonging to the earldom of Cheſter t, 37 Henry III. as 
taken by Alan lord le Zouch, the chief juſtice, we find a Ro- 
ger de Venables: who held ten knights fees of it. In 1762 
George Venables Vernon, of the ſame deſcent, was created 
baron Vernon, of Kinderton in Cheſhire, yet living at Sudbury 
in Derbyſhire. Robert Colyere and Agnes Venables had iſſue 
James, Chriſtopher, Richard, "Thurſtan, and Robert; alſo ſeven 
daughters, Elizabeth, Margaret, Iſabel, Cecily, Lettice, Mary, 
and Grace. Of theſe Elizabeth was wife of James Scrimſhire, 
of Norbury in Staffordſhire, eſq. ſecond ſon of John Scrimſhire, 
by Dorothy daughter of John Talbot of Grafton, deſcended li- 
neally from Sir Gilbert, who was a knight banneret, knight of 
the garter, governor of Calais, third ſon of John, ſecond earl of 
Shrewſbury of that name, in whom were the baronies of Talbot 
of Caſtle Goodrich, Strange of Blackmere, Furnival, Falcon= 
bridge, Lovetot 3 the earldoms of Waterford, Wexford, and 
Valence, with the barony of Dungarvon in Ireland, beſides 
other honours, . James and Elizabeth Colyere, of Scrimfhire, 
were anceſtors of the Norbury family. x | ; 
Robert Colyere, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, had ̃ a coat 
of arms granted or confirmed, viz. Argent on a chevron Azure, 


Lib. de Domeſday. + Lib. Rubeus in Saccatio. | 

4 Arma conceſſa Roberto Colyar de Darlaſton, per literas pat. anno primo 
Elizabethz regina, per Gul. Hervey tune Clarenticux regem armorum, “ Morus 
dimidiatus Aſſyrii, coloris dextrà tenens ramunculum quercinum, aurium annulis per 
utrumque aureis,“ in alluſion it ſhould ſeem to his name, quali Coal ear, i. e. Black ear, 


+ three 
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three oakſlips, acorns Or between three demy unicorns currant, 
Gules; Creſt, on a wreath a demy Blackmoor holding an oak 
flip in his right hand Arg. acorns, Or. But a much more exact 
deſcent of this family with that of the Doryngton or Dodingtons, 
was lately in the hands of Mrs. Gratiana Colyere, which we alſo 
give with ſome additions. 


Deſcent of the DODYNG TONS, with another. Account 
of the COLYER family “. 


John de Dorrington had iſſue William, who had a ſon Ro- 
ger, father of William, whoſe ſon and heir was Philip Doryng- 
ton, who had Thomas de Dodington (8 Hen. V.), in the 
county of Somerſet, William, father of Philip, by deed con- 
firmed to Nicholas Fitz Roger de Cantoe, for his homage and 
ſervice, all that land lying in Barnardſworth, in the manor of 
Poddeton, which William his grandfather held, to have and 
to hold to him and his heirs, of William de Doddeton and his 
heirs, with all rights, liberties, and cuſtoms, as his grand- 
father William had and held thoſe lands. Thomas, as above, 
(living in the reign of Richard II. and 8 Henry v.) married two 
wives; 1, Beatrix, daughter of Bachelor; 2, Joan ——, 
of whom preſently. By the firſt he had iſſue John, his ſon 
and heir (8 Henry V.), who, by Mary, daughter of Payn de 
Hutton, had iſſue John. He, by Elizabeth, daughter and heir 
of Oliver Huſſey, had, 1. Richard, 2. John, 3. Thomas, 4. 
William, which two laſt died iſſueleſs. Richard, by Elizabeth 


Hoc ſtemma præclaræ et antique familiæ Coleiorum de Darlaſton, in comitatu 
Staff. eos deducens ab eorum adventu in Angliam qui fuit tempore Hen, VIti. et 
addenda una cum linea vetuſta familia de Dodyngton, alias Doryngton, quantum 
fieri poſſit. Ex evidentia Fran. Colyer, de Darlaſton, regiſque archivis diligentia 
ac fide collectum eſt verbatim a ſtemmate. | | 


daughter 
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daughter and coheir of John Leigh, eſq. had one ſon John, 
alſo a ſecond ſon Zgidius, and two daughters, Jane and Joanna. 
John married Thomaſyne, daughter of Robert Duland of Devon- 
ſhire. Thomas de Dodyngton aboveſaid, by Joan * his ſecond 
wife, daughter and heir of John Guphay de Woodland, in the 
pariſh of Mere, had Philip, who had iſſue John de Dodyngton, 
of Woodland in Wilts, father of Philip, who marrying Joan, 
daughter and heir of John Hugyns, had William Dodyngton, 
who married two wives; 1. Jane, daughter of —— Poyntz ; 
2. „daughter of Halſewell, of Somerſetſhire ; but 
read of no child he had by either. 5 

We return now to Sir John, ſecond ſon of John Dodington 
and Elizabeth Huſſey, who had an only daughter, Iſabel, wife 
of Robert Colyere, a Frenchman, who came into England in 
the reign of Henry VI, and of whom the family tradition is, 
that he, during the wars in France, adhered to the intereſts of 
king Henry, and, upon the loſſes that there befel the Engliſh, | 
he left his native country, and ſettled in this kingdom, at Dar- 
laſton in the county of Stafford. Robert de Colyere of Dar- 
laſton and Iſabel de Dodyngton had, ifſue, 1. James; 2. Thurſ- 
tan, who died without iſſue; 3. George, warden of Mancheſter ; 
4. Robert, who had ifſue John, a fervant in the houſhold of 
king Henry VIII. and queen Elizabeth. He married Elizabeth 
Turck, but we know not whether he had any child. She bore 
for her arms, Argent, two lions rampant, Gules, between a 
croſs engrailed, Azure, on it three bezants, Gules; his coat, 
was the field _ on it a croſs fitch.e, Gules. | 


John, ſon of Thomas by Beatrix, batebetor, did give and confirm to . his 
mother-in-law an annuity of 46s. 8d. to be paid out of certain lands in Somerſet- 

ſhire; and after her deceaſe to come to Tur her ſon by his father, as by deed 

dated 3 Henry V. . 


james | 
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James married a daughter of -—— Leviſon, of Wolver- 
. hampton in Staffordſhire, and had Robert Colyer, of Darlaſton 
(1583); 2. George, who married Elizabeth, daughter of —— 

Chilton; 3. Francis, and fix daughters. Agnes, wife of —— 
Serjeant de Cotes, of Staffordſhire ; Elizabeth married to — 
Auſtyn; Jane, wife of Woodcock of London; Iſabel mar- 
ried to Ifley ; Urſula, who was married to a Mr. Fox; the 
youngeſt daughter was wife of Nicholſon. Robert mar. 
ried twice; firſt, to Agnes, daughter of Sir Thomas Venables, 
of Kinderton, knight; ſecondly, to Joyce, daughter of 
Scrimſhire de Norbury, of Staffordſhire, eſq. by whom he had 
an only child, Elizabeth, who was married to James Scrimſhire, 
of the ſame family, eſq. 

Robert Colyere and Agnes Venables had iſſue five ſons and 
ſix daughters, as ſaith the deſcent *; 1. Margaret, wife of Ralph 
Smith, alias Tarbox, ſecond ſon of William Tarbox, of Lan- 
caſter; 2, Iſabel; 3. Cecily, married to Thomas Harper, ſon 
and heir of Walter Harper, of Chinner in Oxfordſhire ; 4. Lettice, 
wife of Thomas Kempſon, of Wolſeley Park, Staffordſhire; 5. 
Mary, wife of Coyney +, younger ſon of Coyne, 
of Weſton Coyney in Staffordſhire; 6, Anne, wife of Edward 
Harcourt, ſecond ſon of Simon Harcourt, eſq. whoſe eſtates lay 
at Raunton and Ellenhall in Staffordſhire ; deſcended of Gervaſe 
count de Harcourt, who came with the Conqueror, and of the 
ſame line with Simon created earl Harcourt-and viſcount Newn- 
ham, 1749. The five ſons of Robert and Agnes Colyere were, 


pPenes dom. Gratian. Colyere, 1768. 
4 Adam Cuney or Coyney, was third and youngeſt ſon of John Cuney, of 
Weſton Coyne, eſq. (1583); a family ſrated there in the reign of William J. 
which had married into the noble lines of Burnel, Erdington, and others. Arms 
were Or, on a bend Sable, three fleurs de lis Argent, 


1. James; 
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* James; 3 2. Richard, who married Sarah, daughter of — 
Charnell ; 3. Chriſtopher, of Yarlet or Earl's Hide, whoſe 
wife was daughter of Sir Walter Aſton, knight, of Tixall, of 
which family came lord Afton, baron of Forfar in Scotland J 
4. Thurſtan, who married Elizabeth daughter and heir of 
Tunſtall, eſq. and had a ſon James, of Darlaſton : 5. Robert, 
who married ——, relict of - Revel, of Ogſtone in Der- 
byſhire. | 

Robert Colyer * aboveſaid purchaſed the manor of Hilder- 
ſtone of John lord Sheffield, whoſe anceſtor had, by a marriage 
with a daughter of Delves, eſq. this lordſhip of Hiderſtone 
in Staffordſhire. This ſame Robert in 1583 reſided at Dar- 
laſton, and on a viſitation held that year in the county of 
Stafford was, on ſtrict examination, allowed to be a gentleman, 
and permitted to uſe the coat of arms we have already men- 
tioned, Thus ſeems to be confuted the tale given by Mr. 
Erdſwick, and to be confirmed the pedigree now or. lately in the- 
keeping of Mrs. Colyere of Shenſtone. 

In the 13th of queen Elizabeth, November 19, TE | 
Colyer, daughter of John, late of Dalby Lees in Derbyſhire, 
received a legacy Ieft by her ſaid father from the hands of Ger- 
man Pole of Dalbery Lees, gent, and Ann his wite, her mother- 
in-law, the executrix of his will, We return now to the de- 
e 

James, the eldeſt ſon of Robert Colyer, by Agnes venabler, 
took to wife Jane, ſecond daughter of Robert Needham, eſg. 
of Crevac, Shavington, and Shentone, in Salop; high ſheriff of. 
Salop in the 6th, 28th, and 37th of queen Elizabeth, a com- 
mander in Ireland, vice preſident of the council on the-marches 


* He had the manor of Crakemarſk i in Staffordſhire * purchaſe from FOR 
2 brother. to lord Sheffield. | 
of. 
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of Wales; by Frances, daughter of Sir Edward Tixall; which 
Jane was alſo ſiſter to Sir Robert Needham, created by king 
Charles I. in 1625, viſcount of Kilmorey in the county of Clare, 
in Ireland, by letters patents. Ga 

This James appears to have been a great waſter of his eſtates ; 
he ſold the manor of Hilderſtone and Crakemarſhe to Sir Gilbert 
Gerard, maſter of the rolls, in whoſe family it was in 1730; 
the lordſhips of Stone and Darlaſton he conveyed to Robert 
Needham, eſq. his father in-law; Earl's Hyde he ſold to Chriſ- 
topher Colyer, his brother, whoſe ſon and heir Edward poſſeſſed 
it in 1595, on the death of Chriſtopher; which Edward married 
, daughter of Allet, eſq. of Sugnall in Staffordſhire, 
but we have no account of his children. James Colyer, eſq. 
26th of June, in the 17th year of the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
had a ſhare in a bond for a conſiderable ſum of money due to 
him and cthers from Mrs. Ann Pole of Radburn, which Walter 
Sutton of Longſtoe in Hants, clerk, engaged to ſatisfy. 

Francis Colyere, ſon of James and Jane as above, married 
two wives; 1. Anne Crompton ; 2. Anne, relict of William 
Hulme, of Rowley gate in Staffordſhire. By the firſt, Anne, 
daughter of William Crompton, of Stone Abbey and Stone Park, 
eſq. he had iſſue 9 ſons, and 6 daughters; 1. Jane, wife of 
| Dody, of Hanchurch in Staffordſhire ; 2. Dorothy; 3. 
Anne; 4. Elizabeth; 5. Catherine, wife of Richard Baſſano, 
of Walthamſtow in Eſſex; 6. Alice. The ſons were, 1. Ro- 
bert; 2. Thomas; 3. Francis, who, by Martha, daughter of 
James Scrimſhire, of Norbury manor, eſq. had iſſue Francis; 
4. George; 5. Richard; 6. John; 7. William; 8. Walter, 
who married Lettice, daughter of Humphries, of Long- 


don in Staffordſhire; 9. Thomas, Robert, by Margaret his 
wite, daughter of Edward Anſon, of Dunſton in Staffordſhire, 
3 | had 
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had one ſon, James, and 6 daughters; 1, Anne, wife of. TEES 
Whitefield ; 2 and 3, Marys; 4, Elizabeth; 5, Catherine; 6, 
Margaret, wife of 'Barnsfield, of Dunſtone. Both this 


Robert, and James his ſon, are ſaid to have ſpent a principal 


part of their remaining eſtates; the family alſo ſuffered much 
in the civil war in the reign of king Charles I, and under the. 
Uſurpation 3 ſome of them are ſal likewiſe to have been faulty | 
in thoſe times. | 
In“ February 1643-4, = "ICIS relict af. Edward Collier 
lately deceaſed, petitioned the committee at Stafford &, to relieve 
- her, touching her dower in certain lands within the manor of 
Yarlet ; upon which orders were given, that ſhe ſhould receive 
131. 6s. 8d. out of Yarlet farm, then in the holding-of Francis 
Colyer, eſq. and of John Blackmore; a parcel of land in her. 
own holding, valued at $1. per ann. to be a part, and the half. 
year's rent to commence on the 25th of March enſuing. John | 
Blakemore uſually paid a rent of ſixty pounds for his farm at 
'Yarlet ; but on the 14th of March 1644-5, he was ordered by 
the committee to pay to Mr. Colyer only half of the uſual rent, 
The reaſon is not given, but, in all likelihood, on account of 
the troubles, and the continual exactions made upon him, he 
could not make the beſt of his farm and his produce. In 1643, 
Sir William Fairfax, in his march through Stafford, January 17, 
took from Mr. James Colyer of Stone, a bay mare valued at 
31. 6s. 8d., for the mounting of a trooper ; on complaint, the 
committee ordered the conſtable of Stone to levy the ſaid money 
upon the town of Stone, and therewith to pay Mr. Colyer; Jet : 
we find this — ined one lg for ſwearing. 


* 8 minutes in MS, in the hands of Mrs. Burney, of Alderſhaw 
near Shenſtone. 
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March 13, 164 $44 Robert Collyer, of Darlaſton near Stone; 
was brought to Stafford, that the governors there might compel. 
him to advance 30 l. upon the parhament propoſitions. The re- 
fult of it was, that he was obliged to pay five pounds at that 
time, and to engage to give five more in three weeks, upon 
which he was releaſed, and had the public faith of the king- 
dom for the money he was to advance, to which he ſubſcribed 
his name, Robert Colier. 

April 17, 1644, the land of Francis Colier, of Stone, eſq. 
was ſequeſtered, he being a delinquent ;. and it was ordered, that 
the weekly pay,. due for his lands in Stone,. fhall be repaid by 
Mr. Sankey and Mr. Thorley, folicitors for the ſequeſtrations, 
out of the rents of the ſaid Francis Colier, eſq. and that Mrs. 
Colier, his wife, ſhall be freed from that payment for the lands. 
allotted her in Stone. We find that on the 23d of Auguſt follow- 
ing; Mrs. Colier, wife of Francis Colier, eſq. was permitted to 
receive the rents of the Stone eftates, that ſhe might be the 
better enabled to pay the weekly aſſeſſments laid upon her in 
that conſtablewick; but: this order was to continue only during 
the pleaſure of the committee at Stafford. 

We now. proceed to finiſh the deſcent. James, only fon 
of Robert Coiter: by Margaret Anſon (of the fame family with 
the late lord Anfon,. of Shukburgh in Staffordſhire,. baron of 
Soberton in Hants; and. the prefent member of parliament: for 
Lichfield), married: daughter of Gifford, of Water 
Eaton (related to the ancient family ſeated at Chillington in 
. Staffordſhire); deſcended of the ſame family with the Giffords, 
earls of Buckingham in England, and of Eongueville in Nor- 
| mandy (in the reigns of William I: and Wil iam Rufus); and had 
iſſue by her, 1. James, who died an infant; 2. Chriftopher ; 
. s | Zo 
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z. Francis; 4. Walter; alſo ſix daughters; 1. Maria; 2. Eliza - 
beth; 3. Anne; 4. Bridget; 5. Dorothy; 6. Martha.“ Chriſ- 
topber Was of Wood end, in the pariſh of Shenſtone, during 
the life of James his father, who lived ſome time at the man- 
ſion called the Moſs, afterwards in Shenſtone village, but died 
either at Rudgley or Cannock. To this Chriſtopher came the 
Yarlet eſtate, and others, by will of Chriſtopher Colier his god- 
father and relation; but they were again ſold by his father and 
himſelf to Mr. William Murral of Bagnal, and to Thomas Mur- 
ral his brother, of Whitchurch, valued now at 3001, per ann. 
It was by theſe gentlemen entailed upon John, ſon of the 
ſame Thomas; which John, in November 1768, was living, 
an attorney at law, and unmarried. James Colier fold alſo an 
eſtate of 501. per annum, lying at Ledal near Penrick in Stat- 
fordſhire; and lands in Darlaſton, which his ſon Chriſtopher 
confirmed. This gentleman married Hannah, daughter of the 

reverend Robert Grace, and had iſſue only three daughters; . 
Maria, who died of a conſumption in 1756, unmarried ; 2. 
Gratiana (in whoſe hands was the pedigree here given) living 
and unmarried; 3. Elizabeth, wife of the reverend Joſeph 
Hamilton, both deceaſed in 1756 ; alſo an infant ſon of theirs, 
who died ſoon after his birth the, ſame year. Chriſtopher 
Colier, gent. died in 1735. We have an account of two other 
families of the Coliers of ſome note, living in this pariſh, but 
not of the ſame lineage. The regiſter mentions Mr, William 
Colier, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, which two families 
lived, one in Overſtonal and Footherley ; the other in Lyndon, 
of which was Thomas, who married Priſcilla, daughter of the 
reverend William Grace, who had iſſue Job, born in 16783 


. Churchwarden of Shenftone in 1715. | 
= 8 Thomas, 
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Thomas, in 1682-3 Joſeph, in 1685-6; and, beſides others,. 
Priſcilla, a daughter, living in 1710. 

July 4, 1649, John Colier bought an eſtate of Mr. Roger 
c Adams of Footherley, to which purchaſe is witneſs Thomas 
_Ruggeley. In June, 1667, Mr. John Colier was aſſeſſed to the 
tenth: quarterly payment to the royal aid; for a part of the 
lands called Greenals, 11. Tos. 6d:; alſo 6s. 14.. for lands in 
Footherley. At the ſame time Thomas. Colier, of Upper Ston- 
hall, paid a ſmall matter to the ſame aid. Benjamin Colier * 
_ poſſeſſed lands called Bulmores, after ſold to Gilbert Walmſley, 
of re eſq. whoſe heirs. enjoy them. 


| The family of the Graces: long reſided in Shenſtone and 
Wood-end; the firſt I find of this branch was John, who, in 
the reign 'of James I. married Patience, daughter of John 
Meynel, a royaliſt captain of foot, whoſe fon I take to be Wil- 
liam Grace, A. M. who was ejected from the rectory of Rereſby 
in Leiceſterſhire, He was nearly: related to Sheldon, biſhop of 
London, afterwards: archbiſhop of Canterbury, to whom appli- 
cations were made for him, but no relief could be obtained 
there, unleſs Mr. Grace would conform; which if he would 
yield to, great- matters were promiſed, but this moved him not 
to act againſt his conſcience. Some time after, it is ſaid by Dr. 
Calamy, that the archbiſhop recovered ſo much humanity as to 
take ſome care of two of his children.” | 
The reverend Michael Walford, vicar of Shenſtone, died in 

September 1665 ; and, as. I do not find Mr, Grace mentioned 

before this period, I conclude he ſucceeded him as vicar, eſpe- 
Wally as the preſent Mr. Colier, who is deſcended from him, 


Living in the reign of James II. f 
| agrees 
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agrees with me, that he ſucceeded Mr. Walford. If ſo, Mr. 
Grace muſt either have been favoured,. or have conformed. 
Beſides the tradition of the family, we. are aſſured from the 
inſcription: upon his monument, that he was vicar of Shen- 
ſtone, | 

In 1662 was paſſed: the Act of Uniformity of Public Prayers, 
and the Adminiſtration. of the Sacrament ; by which every mi- 
niſter was obliged, on pain of lofing all his eccleſiaſtical pre er- 
ments, to conform to the. worſhip ↄf the Church of. England, 
according to the new book of Common Prayer, before the Feaſt 
of St. Bartholomew. next, from whence it was called the Bar- 
tholomew Act. Every clergyman was alſo compelled to ſign a 
declaration of his unfeigned aſſent and conſent to all and every 
thing contained and preſcribed in and by the Book of Common 
Prayer; and all were obliged to fign a declaration, in which 
they -promiſed to conform. to the Liturgy. of the Church of, 
England, but likewiſe to- renounce the ſolemn league and co. 
venant, declaring it to be an unlawful. oath, and impoſed upon 
the ſubjects againſt the known laws and liberties- of the king - 
dom. None muſt preſume to- conſecrate and adminiſter the 
holy ſacrament of the Lord's Supper before they were ordained 
prieſts: by epiſcopal ordination, on the penalty of one. hundred 
pounds for every offence. Not ſubmitting to this act of parlia- 
ment Mr. William Grace was, with about two. thouſand other 
miniſters, outed of his preferments, Biſhop Sheldon preſſed 
ſtrongly the execution of this law, and therefore it may be 
imagined he would hear nothing in behalf of this his kinſman; 
yet it ſeems, from Dr. Calamy's account, ſomething was done 
for. his children, if he did not alfo procure for him this _ 
fice. This William, A. M. married Joanna, daughter of 


88 80 eſq. of Newton hall in the Ihiſtles, Leiceſterhite, | 
nearly 


\ 
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nearly related to the Sheldons, and had iſſue ſeven ſons and 
three daughters; 1. Job; 2. Robert; 3. Jonathan; 4. Joſeph 
8. Thomas; 6. Benjamin, boru 1650-1; 7. William: the 
daughters were, 1. Joan, or Joanna, married the 27th of Fe. 

bruary, 1665,'to Thomas Potte *, of Weeford Hall, ſon of 
Charles Potte, who died at Weeford, 17 16, aged 9 3, by Eliza- 
beth his wife, who died there in 1693; which Charles was 
deſcended from John Potte, witneſs to a deed of Robert Le Lynns 
in Shenſtone, conveying lands in Alderſhaw to William New- 
port, eſq. in 1430, 8 Henry VI. Joanna Potte died March 4, 
and was buried the 6th, 1728 9, aged 91. Elizabeth, her 
daughter, married Scott, and was buried here October 29, 
1729, aged 64; 2. Priſcilla, wife ef Thomas Colier, of Lynne, 
who had ſeveral children; 3. Jemin.a Elizabeth, wife of Robert 
Greiſbrook, of Shenſtone, gentleman, had ifſue, Thomas , ſon 
of Mr. William Grace by Mary his wife, who had a ſon, Wil- 
ham, born 1683-4, whodied 1683, and two daughters; Eliza- 
beth, born 4681, and died in 1601; and Mary, who died in 
1691, Auguſt 5. Mary, wife of Thomas, died in 1691, in 
which year he was churchwarden ; he died at Wood end in 
March 1728, leaving Sarah, wife of Samuel Jackſon of Auſtrey 
in Warwickſhire ; which Sarah ſurvived her huſband, and came 
to Wood-end, where. ſhe died about 1753. They had three 
daughters; Mary, Frances, and Jane, who all died unmarried. 
William or Jonathan, and Joſeph, were eminent tradeſmen in 
London (one of them, beſides other children, had Thomas, 
Jiving in 1767, in Leiceſterſhire, gent.), Theſe were the two 


Thomas Potte in 1667, then of Shenſtone, paid 18. 1 to the royal aid quar- 

terly. A meadow in Shenſtone is named from him Potte's meadow. 
F Thomas Grace, of Wood - end, paid is. to the poll: tax in 1692 z his wife was 
daughter of — Allen, of ' Wood-end. 
| : children 
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children of whom Dr. Calamy ſpeaks, as before cited, page 92. 
w indeed, Axchbiſhop- Sheldon took more than ordinary 
of them, giving them a good education, and providing 

= a maintenance only for them, but trades in nn wah 
his farther aid, they acquired fortunes. | 
Job and Robert were educated. at the expence af Henry 
Grey, earl. of Kent, their relation on the mother's ſide, who 
alto ſent them to the univerſity of: Cambridge, and ſupported 
them there ſeven years, till they had taken their degrees of 
Maſter. of Arts, Job was afterwards vicar of Watford in 
Northamptonſhire, and treaſurer: of: the cathedral church at 
Lichfield, He married, and had iffue two daughters; Anne, 
who died unmarried;. and Penelope, who married 1. to 
Vyſe, of Mulnameeze in. Staffordſhire, gent. but had no child 
by him; 2. to Thomas, ſecond brother of Sir Robert Clerk, 
knight, of Watford, by whom ſhe had two ſons and one 
daughter; Frances, wife of Booker, of the city of Pe- 
terborough in Northamptonſhire. The ſons were George, 
and Job, who was in trade,. and died young. George was in' 
holy orders, became chaplain to Sir Thomas Cave, bart. and. 
died at Watford, Penelope Clerk, their mother, died at Peter- 
borough. in 1763. The reverend William Grace had alſo three 
daughters, who fell likewiſe into good. hands, for lady Mag- 
dalen *,. ſiſter of Henry earl of Kent, in the time of their father's 
diftreſs, took them under her protection either till her death, or 
till ſome proviſion was made for them, and married as aforeſaid 
This William, the vicar, was buried in this church November 
10, 1699, in a good old age, being upwards of ninety, as ap- 
pears from the inſcription upon his tomb-ſtone, ſet up in me- 


* Wiſe of John Brown, of Stretten in the Fields,, go: Leic. and Derby. 
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mory of him by the reverend Job Grace, his ſon, vicar of 
Watford, Joanna, wife of William, was buried in the church, 
February 23, 1698-9, aged 52 years. William had a brother 
Oliver, who lived near Leiceſter, and had iſſue two daughters, 
married to two brothers named Muxlow, one of Swebſton in 
' Leiceſterſhire, the other was a clergyman. 

Robert Grace is called the vicar -of this pariſh at 'the time of 
his marriage, January 4, 1672-3; which, no queſtion, his fa- 
ther reſigning for that purpoſe, the done was by the crown 
conferred upon him; and if he had poſſeſſion of it before the 
death of archbiſhop Sheldon, which happened in 1667, in all 
likelihood he would, when the tenderneſs of his father's con- 
ſcience would not allow him to keep it, procure it for him. In 
1692, the reverend Robert Grace paid 4s. poll-tax for himſelf, 
his wife, and two children. He or his children ſold lands, and a 
meſſuage, to the late John Dolphyn, eſq. To him alſo belonged 
the eſtate called the Aſhcrofts, near the village of Shenſtone, by 
Elizabeth Sylveſter his wife, daughter and coheir of Rowland 
Sylveſter, of Shenftone. He had fix children, Sylveſter, Sa- 
muel, Elizabeth, Sarah, Hannah, and Mary, who died unmarried 
October 25, 1718, aged 20. Hannah was wife of Chriſtopher 
Colier, gent. and, beſides the children aforeſaid, had a ſon, 
Chriſtopher- Samuel, baptized January 18, 1726-7, who died 
in the February following. Sarah was wife of John Carteret, of 
Sutton Coldfield, and had an only child, Mary, .living in 1768, 
who married thrice; 1. to John Broohall, of Tilſtock in Salop, 
and had ifſue Mary, deceaſed, Anne, and Martha; 2. to Vin- 
cent, brother of John Broomhall, by whom ſhe had John, 
Vincent, and William; 3. to William Chetel. Elizabeth, eldeſt 
daughter of Robert Grace, was wife of Thomas Hayward, of Al- 
Sington hall in Salop, by whom ſhe had four daughters, Grace, 

Elizabeth, 
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Mlizabeih, Mary, and Sarah. Samuel, ſecond fon of Robert, 
died about 1714, aged 27, unmarried, - Sylveſter. was of Bir- 
mingham, had many children, who all died young, except as 
follows; 1. Robert, who married and ſettled in America; 2. 
Sarah, wife of Henry Churchill, brother to John Churchill, of 
Hintz in Staffordſhire, : by whom ſhe had one ſon, James; 3. 
Anne, wife of Edward Pool, who had three children; all dead. 
Sylveſter Grace died in January 1757. Elizabeth. died Auguſt 
23, 1728, buried-31, ſurviving her huſband, the reverend 
Robert Grace, ſomewhat more than a year; for he died Septem- 
ber 25, 1727, aged 88, with the character of good man, and 
a truly worthy divine. His tomb-ſtone hath an inſcription upun 
it, which confirms his being vicar 58 years. 

At the manſion-houſe now belonging to Mr. Houghton of 
Hintz, and which formerly was much more confiderable, re- 
. ſided-a family of ſome character, named ' Grei/orosf, They 
are ſpoken of in the regiſter- book in x 580, and might have 
been found before this date if any earlier records of this place 
could be found. They were poſſeſſed of much land here, par- 
ticularly that named The Statfolds and Littlafeld, which were 
purchaſed by John Rawlins, eſq, of Lichfield. After his death 
this manſion, with theſe and other lands, paſſed to the late 
John Houghton, eſq. in right of his wife, grand- daughter of 
the ſaid Mr. Rawlins, who now poſſeſſes them. 

 Greiſbrook owned part of the Bull - moor fields, which be- 
came afterwards the property of Edward Smith, gent. Alſo 
land ſold to Alſop, and from him conveyed to Thomas 
Bedle. A meadow, formerly part of the common field, called 
Broad Meadow, which came. into the hands of the Latimers and 
Creſwells of this pariſh; from them to the late Mr. Dolphyn, 


and to the 3 Mr. Dolphyn; likewiſe a piece of the Bull- 
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moors, afterwards the eſtate of Higgins, after of "PN 
min Colier, and from him by purchaſe to Gilbert — of 
Lichfield, eſq. and now in his heirs. 

- Greiſbrook, whence the family had their name, is a manor 
in Yorkſhire, which, in the reign of king Henry III. was in the 
great houſe of Mowbray, of whom the Greiſbrooks held their 
lands. Roger de Greiſbrook (t. Henry II.) is mentioned as holding 
of the fee of Alice, counteſs of Augie, or Ewe, daughter of 
William de Albiney earl of Arundel, by queen Alice, relict of 
king Henry I. 

Thomas Greiſbrook and Elizabeth his wife had, beſides other 
children, a daughter Margery, born in November, 1580; the 
fame month died Elizabeth his wife; and in July, 1582, their 
daughter. Richard Greiſbrook, ſon 'of Robert, was baptized 
September 20, 1585. 

Rowland Greiſbrook and Iſabel Yardley were maried in April, 
1598; they had Thomas, who died young, Robert, and four 
daughters; Grace, Penelope, Anne, and Elizabeth. Robert 
had a daughter, Suſanna, born in 1756. Robert Greifbrook “, 
gent. and Jemima, daughter of Mr, William Grace, were mar- 
ried on July 8, and had iſſue, 1. William, baptized May 6, 
1673; 2. Robert, born 1674, and died in 1681; 3. John, 
born in February 1681; 5. Robert; and five daughters; 1, 
Elizabeth, born in 1676, and died in 1729; 2. Joan, born 
in 1679 3. Jemima, born in 1685-6; 4. Sarah, born in 1693, 
and] died in 1699; 5. Anne, who died in February 1698-9. 

John Walton, of Bagington, and Margery Greiſbrook, were 
Married Auguſt 28, 1682. Thomas Cramp and Sarah Greiſ- 
brook were married January 19, 1721-2. Robert married 


He paid four billings to the poll-tax for himſelf, wife, and two children. 
| | 5 | Elizabeth, 
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Elizabeth, daughter of —— Groſvenor, of Wolverhampton, or 
of Codſall, near it, but died without iſſue in 1727. Jemima, 
danghter of Mr. Grace, and wife of Robert Greifbrook #* the 
elder, died in 1724, aged 77. 

In 1655 Robert Greifbrook was witneſs to a covenant of 
marriage between Ralph Thickbroom and Margaret Cook, of 
Little Hay. In 1667 he paid rs. 4d. to the in * | 
aid; and 3d. ob. for land of Mr. Floyer. 

Thomas Cramp and Sarah Greiſbrook had four chndren 
Greiſbrook, and three daughters, Sarah, Jemima, aid Ruema, 
the latter living in 1768 unmarried; the two eldeſt daughters 
married and had iſſue, but both are dead. Greifbrook Cramp 
was heir to his uncle Robert, is a farmer at Cowerne in Here- 
fordfhire, and by his wife, daughter of Darlaſton, 
of Uford in Staffordſhire, hath two ſons. Sarah Grieſbrook ſe- 
condly married Jolm Lea, and had Dorothy, Jane, and Eliza- 
beth. 

In the manſion called Greenbails, now Mr. Dotphin's, lived 
a gentleman named Wollaſton, or Woollerſton, moſt Way from 
4 village of this name in Staffordſhire, 

A noted antiquary t, who ſpeaks with ſeverity of many fa- 
milies in this county, has theſe words: © Several of the gen- 
try would take it ill to be wrote leſs than efquires, of which he 
mentions alderman Wollaſton's ſon! at Walſal, and William Wol- 
laſton of Chebſey and Oucote, or Oncoat Grange.“ To this we 
ſhall make no reply, but let the following circumſtances ſpeak for 
themſelves. Thomas Wollaſton, eſq. was a perſon of figure in 
the reign of Henry VII. itr the beginning of the reign of Henry 
VIII. and fome years after he had the office of keeper. of the 


* Robert Greiſbrook: the elder died in 1718. f Simon Degge, ann. 1673. 
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outwoods, called Lyndridge woods, in the county of Warwick, 
by a grant from the crown, and ſo continued to. the 15th or 
16th of Henry VIII. In 1565 we find William Wollaſton * 
ſeated at Shenſtone, but how much ſooner is not known. That 
| year John his ſon by Elizabeth his wife was baptized in Septem- 
ber, and died 1666; alſo Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Wol- 
laſton, gent. by his wife Sabina, was buried Februrary 26. 

William Wollaſton, gent. died January 7, 1 James I, ſeiſed 
of Trecot, a.grange and mill in Overpenne, Caldwalds, land in 
Overton, Wathill or Otehill, in Treſſul, Grange or Granfield, - 
in - Haleſowen in Salop, which he left to Hugh his ſon, then 
fifty years old; he, at his deceaſe in 7 James I. left them to 
Edward his ſon and heir, aged 1 2. 

William of Treſcot, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, married 
a daughter to John Barnſley, of Treaſul, eſq. younger brother 
of Barnſley in Worceſterſhire, who had iſſue by him both 
ſons and daughters, In the reigns of king Charles 1. and king 
Charles II. Wollaſton, eſq. had a ſeat in Walſal, and 
John had a daughter Blanch, wife of John ſecond ſon. of Ri- 
chard Pyott, of Strethey, eſq. by Mary daughter of Sir William 
Skeffington, of Fiſherwick, knight. 

In 1767 was born Edward, ſon of William * Elizabeth 
Wollaſton, who died in 1685. Joſeph, their ſon, was born in 
1669, and died in 1697; and Elizabeth their daughter was 
born in 1671. Thomas Wollaſton, gent. died at Shenſtone in 
April 1674, who ſeems to be father. of William, who alſo died 
in 1691-2; as did Elizabeth his wife in 1692. Thomas, of. 
St, Mary's pariſh in Lichfield, was buried at Shenſtone the x gth. 
of April, 1 712; and William, from the ſame place, in 1738 


In 1097 he paid for part of Greenhalls eſtate one ſhilling and nine-pence. 
alſo 
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alſo Francis Wollaſton, gent. of Birmingham, in 1752, who 
had purchaſed Billeſley manor in Yardley in Worceſterſhire, of 
—— Byſflel, gent. and Mr. Samuel Wollaſton, of Lichfield, in 
1755, with another of the family in 1756. | Z 

Wollaſton Pym, eſq. an Hertfordſhire gentleman, now of 
Willoughbridge in Staffordſhire, lately lieutenant-colonel of the 
64th . regiment of foot, was of the ſame family by his mother, 
which gentleman ſometime lived in Upper Stonhall, and has a 
ſon Wollaſton, born in 1766, and two daughters. 

The father of the famous William Wollaſton ſettled at Shen- 
ſtone, probably ſoon after the troubles ceaſed by the Reſtoration 
of king Charles II; though Colton Clanford in Staffordſhire was 
before his reſidence. At this time his fortune was inconſiderable, 
but deſcended of an antient and worthy family ſeated at Colton 
Clanford ; this was the elder branch. The head of the ſecond 
line was of Oncoat in Staffordſhire, and afterwards removed to 
Shenton in Leiceſterſhire. , The grandfather of this eminent per- 
ſon had a handſome. fortune, real and. perſonal, with an office 
of 00 l. per annum. William was born in 1659, March 26, 
at Colton; and in 1668 went to a. Latin ſchool then newly 
opened at Shenſtone, the refidence of his father, where con- 
tinuing two years, or thereabouts, he was then ſent to Lich» 
field, and at ſixteen years old went to Sydney college, Cam- 
bridge, June 8, 1674. In 1681 his parents had left Shen- 
ſtone, for we find that he paid them a viſit ſome time after Mi- 
chaelmas that year at Bloxwick, where they then lived. On the 
19th of Auguſt, 1688, his relation at Shenſtone (couſin ger- 
man to his father), dying without male iſſue, made him His 
heir to an ample eſtate. 

In 1689, November 26, he married Catherine, daughter of 

Sir Nicholas Charlton, knight, and citizen of London; ſhe 


died 
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died July 21, 1720. In 1722, he publiſhed his noted per- 
formance called, The Religion of Nature delineated.” He 
died October 29, 1924, n Was buried near his ww at Font- 
borough Magna. 


William Warburton, biſhop 0 Glouceſter, an able writer, 
attacked this work, as did Conyers Middleton, D. D. of Cam- 
bridge, a man of an artful addreſs, who commended it, and is 
allowed to have been a man of wit and learning. The late lord 
viſcount Bolingbroke condemns his ſyſtem as a ſtrange theiſm. 

Whatever were their opinions of this piece, thefe ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances ſhew the excellence of it, which yet remains unhurt. 
This great author had eleven children, of which four died be- 
fore him, and four were of Sydney college, Cambridge. William 
the eldeft ſon repreſented the borough of Ipſwich in parliament 
during the laſt parliament of king George II. Richard Wollaſ- 
ton, eſq. was one of thoſe gentlemen who voted in 1702-3 
againſt agreeing to the Lords amendment in the clauſe of an act, 
which was farther to fecure the fucceffion a the crown in the 
houſe of Hanover. 

The Wollaſtons owned an eftate in Paddy: 

We find a gentleman ſettled here named Yolfer fan, unqueſ- 
tionably a branch of the antient family long ſeated at Stafford in 
Staffordſhire, in the reign of king Charles II. 


The Greenhalts came from a village ſo named, near Norton 


upon Trent, Staffordſhire, which was by Thomas de Cadurcis, 


or Chaworth, given to the abbey de Bello Capite (Beauchief) in 
Derbyſhire ; and had a confiderable eſtate in Shenſtone, of 


which ſeveral lands carry their name. Some of theſe lands 


were the Hardenbrooks, a piece of ground near the Church- 


Rl towards the ms a road, Balls Croft, and the two 


Green- 
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Greenhalls near it, Balls meadow on the road to the park, ſive 
or ſix pieces near Pindlefields on the Tamworth road, with ſe- 
veral others near their manſion. In the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth Rowland Greenhall had a ſon Rowland, who by Catherine 
his wife, daughter of Rowland Rudding of Lynne, had a daugh- 
ter Alice, born 1608. Robert, Rowland, Simon, who lived at 
Swynfen *, and had iſſue by Alice his wife, Simon, buried 1657, 
with his mother; and William of Swynfen, whoſe wife Cecily 
died in 1657. Robert of Shenſtone had iſſue Anne, born 1657. 

Rowland Greenhall married Sarah Sharpling in 1657, and had 
by her three ſons and four daughters; Robert, John, Joſeph, 
Elizabeth, Sarah, born 1660-1; Mary, born 1665-6, and 
Anne, born 1674; all which daughters were married. Robert 
was a diſtiller, and ſettled in the city of Worceſter; he died. 
without iſſue. John was killed by an accidental hurt from an 
harrow, and died without iſſue, Joſeph was heir to his bro- 
thers, and ſold a good part of the remaining eſtate to the late 
John. Dolphyn, eſq. 

Mr. Rowland Smyth lived in this ſame manſion of the Green» 
halls, and was the gentleman who gave one of the bells. 

The late Mrs. Criſp lived here till her death, in November. 
1766, aged near 83. 

Mr. William Dufour, a native of France, now holds the ſame: 
houſe of John Dolphyn, eſq. 


We may not here omit to mention, that there lately reſided 
in this village, at the houſe wherein. Mrs. Colier now dwells, 'a 
gentee! family named Parkhurſt, of which was John, biſhop of 
Norwich in. 1 560, 2 Elizabeth, and rector of Biſhop's Cleve 


* 
i 


* He died at Erdington in 1680, and was buried- at Shenſtone, 44 


in 


* 
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in Glouceſterſhire, born at Guildford in Surrey, ' ſon of George 
Parkhurſt, eſq. Robert of Shenſtone, in 1761, was third ſon 
of Dormer Parkhurſt, of Epſom in the county of Surrey, and 
of Catefby in Northamptonſhire. He was when a youth page to 
her royal highneſs the princeſs of Wales, mother of his preſent 
majeſty, thence removed to a lieutenancy of marines, and was 
m the ſea ſervice ſome time; he became after this a cornet of 
horſe, and ſhortly after captain in general Stuart's regiment of 
foot, in which capacity he fought at the glorious battle of 
Minden, when the infantry, unaided by the cavalry, defeated 
the French army, and was ſorely hurt by a muſket ball in the 
forehead, and by a blow from the but-end of à muſket, 
He was conveyed out of the battle, wounded, and inſenſible. 
As ſoon as capable he returned to England; his health being 
in ſome meaſure reſtored, he returned to his duty, but the 
fatigues ſoon overſet him, and he was neceſſitated to retire, 
as he did, to Shenſtone. The injuries he received in the 
above engagement took him off in 1764, at Briſtol Hot 
Wells, about a week after he got thither. He was a man of 
a military caſt, of a generous and noble mind, with a be- 
coming ſpirit; to which we may add, great vivacity and 
chearfulneſs; which, aided by a courtly education, a know- 
ledge of the world, and an acquaintance with perſons of 
great figure, rendered him a moſt agreeable companion. 
He married Ann Ogle Guyther, born at. Annapolis in Mary- 
land, daughter of —— Guyther, eſq. brother to the gover- 
nor of St. Chriſtopher's of that name, by whom he had iſſue, 
George, aged 9, 1768; Charles, born in April 1762; and 
Anne, born in September 1763; ſhe is yet living, and un- 
married, TOR. 


The 
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The family of Hugge/on, or Hig/on, had a houſe and lands 
in the village, who ſeem to have had their name from a manor 
in the pariſh of Chartley in Staffordſhire, the eſtate of earl 
Ferrers, called Hicſon. In 1598 George Higgeſon was bf 
this place, who had William * that died in 1609, as did Bar- 
bara Higſon in 1675. Humphry Land of Walfal, and Eliza- 
beth Higſon of Shenſtone, were married in 1603, January 30. 
In this name, beſides other eſtates, were the Bullmoors, which 
before were the lands of the Greiſbrooks, and: now in _ 
Walmſleys of Lichfield. « 

Higgeſon's land and meſſuage came to the Smyths, of which 
line was Henry, whoſe ſon Henry married a perſon of ſome for- 
tune, —— daughter of —— Jenkynſon, of Derbyſhire (who, 
ſurviving her huſband Mr. Smith, married to her ſecond huſ- 
band Walter Aſtley, gent. fon of —— Aſtiey, eſq. of Tamhorne 
near Fiſherwicke, Staffordſhire}. By Henry + Smith ſhe had, be- 
fides other children, Paul. This Henry is ſaid to have built che 
preſent manſion at the time of his gn As Ps deg 
Mrs. Jane Fidgeon now lives. 

Paul was an attorney, and heed eta. | 
fone. He married thrice ; by his firſt wife he had fue Edward, 
and ſeveral daughters; 1 Habe got leiirned who hibifedomt” wife 
was; the laſt was Sarah, relit of Edenſor, of Birmihgs 
Mit” eldeft ſiſter of John Dolphyn, of Shenſtone, eſq. Whicls 
Sarah, vutliving the ſaid Paul Smyth, died in 27g, and was 
buried at Shenſtone; her hufband-was buried · at Stafford; by theſe 
wo wives Paul Say had no children. en eee 


nick yd Al 9157 212 A 15:16 W nn 9003. ener- 
® Father of Jane, born in 1539+ | 
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+ Henry Smyth ſeems to have had two wives, for the revifies — 3 daugh- 
ter of Henry and Dorothy Smyth, was born in 1672; and Henry, ſon of Henry 
and Catharine, in 1678, who Lied the ſame year. 
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from Uttoxeter, and had ifſue only Edward, who died young, 
Edward, who was alſo an attorney at law in Stafford, dying 
without iſſue, left his eſtate at Shenſtone, part in the tenure of 
Mr. Elde and Mrs. Fidgeon, and the other part of Robert 
Ingram, to his wife, who demiſed them to her nephew Samuel 
Bardſley of Tamworth, attorney at law, whoſe widow Kill poſ- 
ſeſſes theſe lands. | 


The Aﬀteys have * lived in this place, and are noted for 
being one of the moſt antient houſes who poſſeſſed lands in Staf- 
fordſhire. Roger Aſtley was of Shenſtone in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, in 1584, bad a daughter Alice, and died in 1602, 
In 1599 Richard Aſtley and Elizabeth Collins were married 
Here. In x605 John (whom I. look upon as ſon of Roger, and 
brother of Richard and Alice,) married, Elizabeth Hodgetts. 
John Black married Elizabeth Aſtley in 1606. Suſanna Aſtley 
died in 1688; Margaret in 1679. Thomas and Ann Aſtley 
had a ſon Thomas born in 1684. This family gave name to a 


meadow near Shenſtone village, to this time termed Aſtley's 


meadow.. Walter Aſtley lived part of his days in a meſſuage at 
: 88 or Wood - end, formerly the eſtate of William Prieſt, 

this Walter's ; from him it paſſed to Thornton 
and. Wigan ; and in 1767 to William Tenant, eſq.. lord of this 
manor. . This Walter Aſtley died at Cannock in 17 30, and was 
| buried here; as was Dorothy his wife in 1729, who, as we 
deſore noted, was relict of Henry, and mother of Paul Smyth, 
- of: Shenſtone, attorney at law. Lands, now John Marlow's, 
were the property Welter Alley, and others e e 
to his wile's friends, 


Daniel 
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Daniel Skynner, gent. a goldſmith of London, citizen and 
alderman of the ſame place, retiring from buſineſs, came to 
this village, and lived in the houſe now in the tenure of Mrs. 


Jane Fidgeon. By his wife, , daughter of Wilſon 
of Lichfield, he had ſeveral children, who all died young. In 
1734 died this gentleman's mother; in 1751 Sarah his wife; 
in-1753 this Mr. Skinner himſelf ; and were all buried at Shen- 
ſtone; Charles Howard, of Lichfield, gent, was his 3 
and heir. 
In this place reſided a good family named Everard, but i am 
not ſatisfied where they lived, but ſuppoſe in the village, and 
therefore have choſen to ſpeak of them before I proceed farther. 
The elder branch was ſeated in Leiceſterſhire, of which we 
have this deſcent : Richard Everard, of Leiceſterſhire, had a ſon 
Richard, who took to wife Joyce, daughter of —— Langham, 
of Gopſhall, and had iflue, t. Robert, of Leiceſterſhire; and 
2. William, who had ifſue; 3. George; 4. Thomas. Robert 
ſettled at Shenſtone (living in the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
158 3), and married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Wolfreſtan, 
of Wyford or Weeford, eſq. by whom he had iſſue, 1. Richard, 
who took to wife Jane, daughter and heir of Richard Waterton, 
of Lincolnſhire, eſq. and had by her Richard, aged 16, in 
1583; 2. Humphry, of Whittington and Shenſtone, who, on 
examination of the heralds .at arms in their viſitation through 
the county of Stafford in the year 1583, was allowed to be a 
_ gentleman by birth, and to have good right to the coat borne _ 
by the family with difference. His wife was Anne, daughter 
and heir of Richard Clarkſon, or Le Clerk, eſq, of Whitting- 
ton, by whom he had children; Edward, John, and Michael; 
alſo four daughters, Frances; Catharine, Alice, and Joanna: 
the third ſon of Robert Everard and Margaret Wotverſtan | was 


P 2 Sampſon ; 
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Sampſon; 4. Johnz and four daughters; 1. Matilda, wife of 
Richard; 2. Joyce, wife of Thomas Barford, by, whom ſhe 
had Thomas; 3. Mary, married to Sir Edmund Brudenel, knt. 
4. Margaret, wife of Sampſon Wolverſtan, eſq. 

Arms of Everard; Argent, on a chevron Gules, three mul- 
lets Sable, between three mullets. Of the Shenſtone line the 
dame, with fix points; of the ſecond, a creſcent for difference, 
About the latter end of queen Elizabeth's reign and in the 
reign of king James I. we find a gentleman at Shenſtone named 

Potter, 

Simon Potter, gent. by Barbara his wife, had a daughter 
Mary, born here in 1608; a fon Simon born in 1609, but we 
find no'more of this name, n to the I of the pariſh 
records. 

At the houſe belonging to Samuel Beardiley, and in the hold- 

ing of Jane Fidgeon, gentlewoman, formerly lived a family of 
ſome 'note, named James. Edward James, of this place, by 
Frances his wife, had a fon William Venables, born in the year 
1702, on the 19th of June, and died in 1704; alſo Robert, 
born Auguſt 13, 170g, a phyſician, - and famous for his me- 
dicine called Dr. James's Fever Powder. Edward and Frances 
had iffue likewiſe a ſon Stafford, attorney at law, who refided 
lately at Brewood in Staffordſhire, who had two ſons, both under 
the care of the late Thomas Sanders, of nee in Worceſ- 
terſhire, chemiſt and apothecary, _ 

To the freeholders or other inhabitants of Shenſtone village 
appertains a large field, called the Broad-meadow, upon which 
ſeveral of the poor turn their cattle without expence, and at their 
| re. This field was more extenſive till encroachments were 
made, and but a few years ' ſince a part of it was annexed to 
Mullener's fam; f U 467 the families of 

Greiſ- 


OF SHENSTONE ,. ig 


Greiſbrook, Latimer, and Creſwell, now in the EINE of Mr. 
Dolphyn. 

At a little diſtance from the church is a water called St. Job s 
well, from the ſaint to whom the church is dedicated. This 


well was looked upon as ſacred from the miracles or cures 


performed with the water of it on St. John the Baptiſt's day. 
For this reaſon, in the times of Popiſh ſuperſtition; many peo- 
ple, and tlieſe not of the common ſort only, placed a ſanctity in 
them, brought alms and offerings to them, and made vows at 
them, This ſuperſtitious devotion was named Well-worſhip, 
and, though uſed by the people, was not approved of by the 
heads of the church, being ſtrictly prohibited in ſeveral Engliſh - 
councils in the days of king Edgar and Canute, and in a council 
held in London under Anſelm, archbiſhop. of Canterbury, in 
the year 1102. In ſome places within this county the cuſtom 
continues, or hath not long been diſuſed, of adgroing ſuch wells 
with boughs and flowers upon Holy Thurſday,eſpegially, as was 
uſual alſo at all Goſpel-places, whether wells, trees, or hills. 
Upon ſuch occaſions: the people frequently diverted themſelves 
with cakes and ale, muſick and dancing, with other Jike ſports 
and amuſements; which were innocent enough, and tolerable 
in compariſon of what had formerly been practiſet. 
Near. St. John's well ſtands a delightful manſion in the holding i 
of Mr. Martin Wood, but the property of Thomas Biddulph, 
of Whitacre in Warwickſhire, whoſe father built it, Except the 
additions erected by Mr. 'Gisborn, who: held it prior to Mr. 
Wood. In the village is likewiſe a neat. and pleaſant hauſe, fit 
for a private gentleman, the property of Mr, John, Rawlins, ip 
right of his wife Dorothy, and of her, ſiſter Elizabeth Lea, - 
daughters of John Lea of Shenſtone ; but the ſituation of thin is 
far inferior to that of Thomas Biddulph,/' 7 » 
I | 1 8 H- 
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At the diſtance of a quarter of a mile from the church is a 
manſion called The Aſbcrofts. The lands near it were the eſtate 
of the Brandreth family, who moſt likely purchaſed it from the 


Augeleys. William Sylve/ter * afterwards poſſeſſed it, of which 
family Rowland Sylveſter paſſed it to his daughter Elizabeth, 
wife. of the reverend Robert Grace, which Elizabeth and Sarah 


her ſiſter were daughters and. coheirs of the ſaid Rowland, ſon 
of Rowland, ſon of Roger Sylveſter, of a family antient as any 
in the pariſh, and e of them were pouges! in good cir- 


cumſtances. 


Sarah, daughter * coheir of Rowland Sylveſter of the 


'Aſhcrofts, was wife of Sheldon, attorney at law, of 
Beoley in Worceſterſhire, whoſe iſſue were John, and Sarah, 


wife of Anneſley, of Fradley in Staffordſhire, who had 
by her James, living in 1768; and Elizabeth, wife of 
Nuthal, of Alre ways. Of Mr. John Sheldon and Mr. Sylveſter 


Grace were purchaſed the houſe where Mrs. Graciana Colyere 
no lives, and near twenty acres of land lying near it, by the 


late Hannah, wife of Chriſtopher Colyere, gent. of which land 


the 'preſent Mr. John Cooke, of Woodend, purchaſed 13 
. acres. To the aforeſaid Sarah Sheldon belonged. land- named 
Kings Pieces, which, in the- 4th. year of the reign of king 
Charles I. were Roger Sylveſter's, : ſon of William of the 
 Afherofts in 2605, who died there in 1670. Theſe Kings 


* William Sylveſter of 5 bee died in 1610-24, 
| Pieces, 
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pieces, or part of them, were the property of John Lea, and 
very lately were in his heirs, 

The Aſhcrofts coming into the "EN of Sylveſter; ſon of 
Robert Grace, he transferred his right in them to Edward Ad- 
cock, whoſe ſon Edward enjoys this eſtate, with a ſmall new 
houſe erected by his late father, who took down a large old 
one, which was half timber, in the old model of building, but 
with additional land purchaſed a few years ſince of Hayes, 
of Lichfield, gent. who. had it of = 
near Edjial hall. The whole is now near go acres of land. 

In the reign of king Charles II. I find a gentleman here, but 
know not whence he came; his name Francis Steward, who, 
by Elizabeth his wife, had ilſue Mary born in 1683, and Anne 
born in robe: Nor can we learn any * farther of him. 
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Aan Ward: kn FE reign of Chiles 1: pirchiifea A fide 


of the old park of James Elphinſton lord Balmetino,' of North*--- 


Britain, anceſtor of the unhappy lord who was in the late rebel- 
on in the reign of George II, and for that crime was attainted 
and beheaded. Alexander Ward, and ——— Lake, dividing the old 
inclofure, made each of them a park. Ward's land extended itſelf 
to the fold- yard adjoining to Shenſtone Park Houſe, and ſo on to- 
vards — where at the lodge he built himſelf a manſion. 
8 Whether 
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of William M 


169, either this Thomas, or his fon. Thamas, paid for himſelf 
and wife to the, poll-tax 28. In 159 he was churchwardgn, and 
died in 16933; Thomas, his den, died.jin, 4709710, a0, Wa 
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Whether the preſent houſe was of his building is uncertain, but 
moſt likely it was, having ſuch an antique appearance; if fo, 
it was unqueſtionably much larger, though there remain yet 


the ſervants hall, a large parlour, and ſome rooms, having 
| ſame of the old-faſhioned wainſcot hanging upon them. The 


Houſe ſtands in the way to Woodend, upon the public road lead. 
ing to Birmingham, half a mile from Shenſtone church, and 
hath before it a court ſurrounded with an hi gh brick wall, full 
of yews, laurel trees, and ſuch like evergreens. 

In the years 1640, 164r, and 1642, Ward's park was 
ſtocked with tver, as reported by the commiſſioners who gave 
an account of the parks in Staffordſhire. This Alexander Ward 
had iſſue, as I think, 1. Thomas; 2. Alexander; 3. Henry; 
and probably others. Henry lived Lore time at Freeford, near 
Lichfield, and was buried at Shenſtone, November 18, 166r, 
aged 70. Alexander lived alſo at Freeford, and was buried here 
in 1663, aged 75, having been thrice head bailiff of Lichfield, 
He had iſſue 19 children by one wife; 1. AMexander; 2. Tho- 
mas, of Footherley, who, by Alice * his wife, had Alexander, 
born in 1662, and died in 1666; John, who died in 1665; 
and others. I find alſo. Thomas Ward, of. Woodend Hall, or 
Park Hall, who, by Anne his wife, had iſſue Thomas, born 
1665 Bicharſl, Anne, Elizabeth, An MAT 


of Lichfield, Thomas Ward, gent. in 16 
paid 1. x18, 6d. to the quarterly, aſſeſſment of the royal aid. — 


termed a nnn Alexander, by Elizabeth ; his wife, had 


Ch She dec in 16S. Hausboot 
iſſue 
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iſſue, 1. Thomas, born 1683; 2. Alexander, born 1684, who 
ſoon after died; alſo daughters, of which one was Elizabeth. 
In 1699. died Elizabeth, wife of this Alexander Ward; and 
Alexander in 1701 was found dead, ſeated in a chair at Tam- 
worth, as ſuppoſed of an apoplexy, and to this day it is ſpoken 
of as ſomewhat extraordinary, that to ſome of the poor at his 
funeral, which was large, was given bread to the amount of ſix 
or eight loaves each perſon; ſuch a dole of bread was alſo 
diſtributed to the poor at the interment of his wife. Thomas 
Ward, called as above The Gentleman, or m. ore frequently by 
the name of Noble Clave (from his extreme fondneſs for clove 
water), ſucceeded his father in the Wood- end eſtate, but his ex- 
ceſſes brought on his death (as we noted) in 1609-10. Dying 
without iſſue, what remained of the eſtate, which is ſaid to have 
been in. a great meaſure acquired by the family in the trouble- 
ſome days of King Charles I, from the oppreſſed Royaliſts, paſſed 
to —— Ward, of Banbury in * who ſold it to 
Mr. Matthews... 

Of the Wards of 8 Park Hall we 1 little more 
than that Alexander firſt mentioned was a purchaſer of lands 
in Radley Moor, and in 1648 fold lands in the Broad Field and 
Old. Fields, to which were witneſſes Henry Ward and Thomas 
Rugeley; alſo that the ſame, or rather Alexander of Freeford, 

his ſon, 12 Charles II. was an evidence to the ſelling of a te- 
nement with lands in Little Hay to Rowland Alſop, which had been 
fold not long before by the two lords of the manor ; and again, 
with Thomas Ward, witneſs to a contract for a um of money 
paid by Rowland Alſop to Roger Walker, and Edmund Whar- 
ton, both of Moſeley, who had ſome poſſeſſions in Little 
Hay, 13 Charles II. Thomas was witneſs in 1671 to à con- 
tract of Rowland Alſop, conveying an eſtate to Thomas Alſop 


Q | his 
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his ſon. In 1675 Thomas Ward, of Shenſtone Park Hall, 
paſſed over lands called Upper Hurleys, lying near to Careleſs's 
piece, with others in the park on leaſe to Thomas Alſop and 
Richard Allen of Little Hay, In 1677 Thomas Ward, of 
' Shenſtone, gent. was truſtee for the dower of Mary daughter of 
Henry Sedgewick, of Wild-green, gent. who married James 
Adams of Footherley. In 1686-7 Alexander, Thomas, and 
Anne Ward, were witneſſes to the will of Rowland Alſop of 
Shenſtone. In 1689 Thomas was one of the perſons who ma- 
naged for the heirs of the ſaid perſon deceaſed. In 1671 Ri- 
chard and Dorothy Ward witneſſed a deed of — Adams of 
Footherley, to Dorothy Sedgewick of Little Aſton. In 1682 
Anne and Alexander Ward were evidences to deeds of 
Adams to Joſeph Hall of Aſton Parva. In 1688 Alexander 
Ward, gent. entered, with others, into an obligation, that Row- 
land Ward. of Aldrich, and John of Whittington, ſhould levy a 
fine for lands to Thurſtan Southern of Elmhurſt, Henry Jack- 
ſon of Wall, and Alexander Ward. Richard Ward, about the 
reign of queen Anne, was evidence to a bond of Jac. Adams 
of Footherley for money due to Richard Gretton of Sandford- 
ſtreet in Lichfield; and likewiſe to his mn of two burgage 
houſes from the ſaid Richard Gretton. 

Matthew, oß Morecoat hall in the pariſh of Berkſwell, War- 
wickſhire, who purchaſed — Ward's eſtate in Shenſtone, 
had iſſue, as I think, one. fon and two daughters; the ſon ſuc- 
_ ceeding ſettled in the city of Worceſter, with his mother and 
two relations, daughters of —— Moſeley, of Aſtbury in Shrop- 
hire, gent. This Mr, Matthews is charged with. putting an end 
to his life by- ſhooting himſelf, but ſeveral circumſtances ſeemed 
to-indicate that he was taken off; beſides, that it was ſuppoſed 
a win was forged in favour of the mother and the two relations 

afore- 
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aforeſaid, one of which about that time married an officer in the 
army. —— Moſeley and the heir went to law with the parties 
ſuſpected, and recovered the eſtates, The lives of the parties 
ſuſpected were in danger, and they eſcaped by bringing many 
evidences to prove, that the deceaſed was greatly inclined to me- 
lancholy, and was therefore, unqueſtionably, his own executioner. 
Sarah Matthews had the eſtate at Wood-end, and either allowed 
——— Moſeley a valuable conſideration in right of his wife, de- 
ceaſed, who, as I am toldy was filter to the gentleman who was ſhot, 
and to Sarah Matthews, which Sarah reſided at the Hall- houſe 
with her tenant John Bott, or at the houſe now poſſeſſed by John 
Cook, where ſhe built apartments for that purpoſe. She fold 
the eſtates in Shenſtone to Samuel Hill, of Shenſtone Park, efq. 


who, beſides the purchaſe-money, allowed an annuity to Mr. 


Moſeley till his deceaſe, which happened in 1757 only, a few 
months before Mr. Hill's. Sarah Matthews died unmarried, and 
was buried at Hampton on the Hill in Warwickſhire. 
Matthew was ſon of John Matthew, deſcended of Henry, 
alive in the reign of king Charles I. who was great grandſon of 
Geerge, who was found to be twelve years old 13 Henry VII. 
living in 1538 (Henry VIII.) ſon of George and Alice his wife, 
who had iſſue four more ſons and two daughters, which George 
was ſon and heir of John Matthew, ſkinner, and ſheriff of the 
city of Coventry, who, in the reign of Edward IV. married the 
daughter and heir of Del Botry, with whom he had the 


manor of Morecote in Warwickſhire, which John bore for his 


coat of arms, Sable, a Lion rampant, Argent, and was fon of 
George Mathew of Wales. | 
Upon the deceaſe of Samuel Hill, eſq. theſe eſtates, now Ja 
the tenure of John. Cook and John Bott, with a-ſmall part of 
Joſeph mnt s farm, of * came to Samuel Egerton, 


22 of 
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of Tatton-park in Cheſhire, eſq. nephew and heir to the ſaid 
Samuel Hill; likewiſe a fine eſtate lying on the river Merſey in 
Lancaſhire, valued at more than four thouſand pounds per 
annum, and Fiſherwick park near Whittington in Staffordſhire, 
a manor formerly (24 Edward I.) held of the biſhop of Lich- 
field by Roger Durdent, Walter Durdent, becoming biſhop of 
the ſame ſee, ſettled it on his own family; and 4 Edward Il. 
Nicholas Durdent was lord of it. The family of Skeffington 
had it from the time of king Henry VIII. if not earlier. In king 
George the Second's reign it was fold by lord viſcount Maſſareen, 
or his heirs, to Samuel Swynfen, of Swynfen near Shenſtone, 
eſq. who ſoon after paſſed it to Samuel Hill, of Shenitone-park, 
eſq. on whoſe deceaſe, Samuel Egerton, of Tatton, eſq. inhe- 
rited it, who ſold it to Samuel Swynfen, of Swynfen, eſq. the 
former purchaſer, who, in a little time after, paſſed it to the 
guardians of the right honourable the earl of 3 in Ire- 
land, the preſent poſſeſſor. 

Samuel Egerton, eſq. had other lands from his uncle; as a farm 
near Tamworth, which he fold to Samuel Swynfen, the preſent poſ- 
ſeſſor. Bole Hall, originally a member of Amington, now a mem- 
ber in the pariſh of Tamworth, which, in the reign of Richard II. 
was in Sir John de Clinters, of Maxtock in Warwickſhire. In 
the reign of Henry VI. Edmund Montfort had it, but returning 
to the Clintons, Edward lord Clinton and Say, in the 29th 
year of the reign of Henry VIII. conveyed it to James Leviſon, 
whoſe daughter had it in marriage with Walter Aſton. His 

grandſon Sir Walter, knight and baronet, paſſed it to William 
Anſon, of whom William Cumberford of Tamworth, and Ann 
his wife, had it in the 1 3th year of the reign of james I. In 
latter times the honourable and reverend Richard Hill pur- 
6 | f chaſed 
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| chaſed it ®, who ſettled the ſame upon Samuel Hill his nephew, 
on whoſe deceaſe it came to Samuel Egerton, who lately fold 
Bole Hall and the lands thereto appertaining to the right ho- 
nourable George lord viſcount Townſhend, late lord lientenant 
of Ireland, Many other good eſtates + Mr. Egerton enjoyed, 
beſide Which, a curious library and a large perſonalty were di- 
vided between him and tus two fiſters, of whoſe family we ſhall 
now ſpeak. 


EGERTON FAMIL Y. 


Hugh de Abrincis, ſurnamed Lupus, ſecond earl of Cheſter 
after the Conqueſt (ſo termed, not becauſe it was made over 


this nation, but over king Harold, as appears from king Wil- 


ham the Firtt's claim, and his offer to decide his right by ſingle 
oem bat), ſon of Richard de Goz viicount de Avranches in Nor- 


man y by Margaret his wife, half ſiſter by the mother to 


William 1. had in his train a Norman officer of note, named 
Hugh, created one of his parliamentary barons in the county 
palatine of Cheſter, by that great authority with which his 
uncle had mveſted him, and bore thencetorward the ſtyle and 
title of baron de Malopaſſu (Malpas). This lord Hugh left Ro- 
bert Fitz Hugh his ſon. lord Malpas, who in the ſurvey begun 
in the 14th year of the reign of William I. and finiſhed in the 


* W informed that Samuel Hill, eſq. purchaſed it, which: ſeems moſt likely, 


as Samuel Egerton had it. 


+ As Hill-Hall in Sutton Colefield. 


a2 oth 
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26th year of the ſaid reign, called Domes-day book &, is ſaid to 
have held by military ſervice under Hugh Lupus the following 
lordſhips ; Beddefeld, Burwardeſton, Hardingbury, Depenbeche, 
now called Malpas, Tilleſton, Cufteton, Eghe, Calmundelei, 
Hlanton, Lavorthedon, Dockington, Celelea, Broſſe, Oreton, 
Cuntiton, Shoclicke, Tuſigham, Bichele, Bicerton, Burwardeſle 
ſold by the earls of Edwyn and Morcar, Raventhell, Creuhale, 
Tidulſton, Buiſton, Boleberie, Teverton, Sporetan, - Penretone, 
Sudtone, Buttelege, Croverthe or Coeneche. So that if what 
is aſſerted be juſt, that the Normans ſucceeded the Saxon ge- 
refa's or chiefs of the rural tythings in the ſame power, except 
that William I. made this office of ſuperiority hereditary, Hugh 
lord Malpas or Robert Fitzroy muſt have poſſeſſed at leaſt three 
honours ; yet, as we before intimated, they ſeem to have ſitten 
only as barons in thoſe conventions of eſtates that were held in 

the palatinate of Cheſter, then IP ſome part of 

Wales. d a 
In theſe days we conjecture, that every tything was an hn, | 
and conſiſted of ten manors, and that every tything (after this ſupe- 
riority became hereditary) conſtituted one barony or honour. Then 
the chiefs from Norman appellatives were called barons and ſeigni- 
ours, contractedly fires, and ſuch their eſtates, ſeignories, baronies, 
or honours. A neceſſary qualification for one that held a par- 
| liamentary barony was, that he ſhould poſſeſs thirteen knights“ 
fees and a half, or a fourth part of a fee as ſome; each of theſe 
feoda or fees valued, at 201. per ann. at leaſt, a ſum equal 
to 1401. per ann. in the reign of Henry VII. or Henry VIII. 
and to 3ool yearly, or, as others, 50 0 l. yearly in George the 
Third's reign; i. e. 201. per ann. would at that time purchaſe 


* Lib. de Domeſday in Cheſhire, 


CERES M N TUN CREST 


zs much corn or other neceſſaries of life as the largeſt of thoſe· 
ſums would in our days, if not in king William the Third's. 
Robert Fitz Hugh dying without iſſue male, the barony of 
Malpas, with the lordſhip of Calmadelei (Cholmley), &c. de- 
ſcended to Lettice his daughter, wife of Richard de Belward, 
whoſe ſon or grandſon William de Belward married Beatrix, 
daughter of Hugh Kevilioch, fifth earl of Cheſter, and coheir 
to her brother Randal, earl of Cheſter, which William, in 


right of his mother, was baron of Malpas, though it is ſaid bỹß 


ſome, that this man had only half the barony ; but it is agreed 
by Sir William Dugdale and other antiquaries, that he left 
iſſue three ſons, David, Robert, and Richard; ſo Collins * ſays. 


AMS. account of Cheſhire, in my poſſeſſion, taken from a curious 


antiquary, ſays, that Beatrix was ſiſter to Hugh Kevilioch earl of 
Cheſter, daughter of Radulph de Gernon, and that ſhe married- 


Radaulf (Ralph) baron de Malopaſſu, by whom ſhe had Mar- | 


garet her daughter and heir, wife of David de Belward, called* 
Le Clerc, from his having been clerk or ſecretary to the earl 
of Cheſter ; he ſucceeding his father at Malpas, was alſo named 
David de Malpas, and, in the 36th year of the reign of Henry III. 
was high ſheriff of Cheſhire. This David, as Collins obſerves, 
left iſſue three ſons, of which Philip, the ſecond, feating him- 
ſelf at Egerton, left that ſarname ro his poſterity, from whom 
the family of Egerton is deſcended, whereof the JEM rae Fl 
of Bridgewater is derived. 

The MS. aforeſaid adds; that David Clerc (who, in the 37th 
year of the reign of king Henry III. held three fees uuder the 
earl of CHE) had a ſecond ſon named ne Gough nk 


o In title of Jo Cholmley, 4to edition. 


Malpas, 
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Malpas, who married Catharine, ſiſter of Richard de Hurlton, and 
had iſſue David de Egerton, of whom deſcended Thomas Eger- 
ton, lord chancellor of England in the reign of James I. I ob. 
ſerve here, that this David, in the reign of Henry III. held but 
three knights“ fees, which might ariſe from ſome of the family's 
being concerned in the troubles of thoſe days, occaſioned by 
Stephen's: ſeizing the crown when the, three competitors, king 
Stephen, Maud the Empreſs, and king Henry II. treated the 
barons that oppoſed them as rebels, who before, under the 
feudal rights were ſo many little princes: much of the lands 
being forfeited to the ſeveral contending ſovereigns, as each 
prevailed they with them rewarded their reſpective adherents, 
Hence aroſe the old and new feoffments, which differed in the 
extent and portion of lands, and gave riſe to the diſtinction of 
the greater and leſſer barons; or the eſtates of the family 
might be divided 1 ſeveral heirs, as we read indeed the 
barony was. | 
Sir Richard 3 knight, in the reign 4 Honey VIII, 

had ifſue Sir Thomas, a man excellently well read in the com- 
mon laws of England, made ſolicitor-general to queen Elizabeth 
in 1583; lord-keeper of the great-ſeal in 1596; and in 1603, 
in the reign of James I. advanced to the dignity of a baron of 
this realm by the title of lord Elleſmere, in the county of Salop, 
on the 3d of May, 1603%, and made lord chancellor of Eng- 
land; and November 7, 1616 (14 James l.), viſcount Brack- 
ley, of the county of Northampton, his ſecond andonly fon, by 
Elizabeth his firſt wife, daughter of Thomas Ravenſcroft, of 
Bretton in Flintſhire, was John viſcount Brackley, who, in 1617, 
on the 27th of May, was advanced to the title and dignity of 


421 July, v was 1 a baron at EI court. 
earl 
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earl of Bridgewater, in the county of Somerſet, a man of in- 
comparable parts, both natural and acquired, a profound ſcho- 
lar, and a good chriſtian. He married Frances, ſecond daughter 
of Ferdinand baron Stanley, Strange of Knocton, of the Iſle of 
Man, and earl of Derby, and had iſſue by her John, ſecond 
earl of Bridgewater of this line, who, marrying Elizabeth 
daughter of William Cavendiſh, duke of Newcaſtle and earl 
Ogle, the famous general of Charles I. in the North of Eng- 
land during the Civil Wars, had iflue by her a third ſon, Tho- 
mas *, ſeated at Tatton in Cheſhire, who, by Eſther his wife, 
daughter of Sir John Buſhby, of Addington in Buckingham- 
ſhire, knight, had iſſue John Egerton (born February 12, 
1679), whoſe ſon and heir was John of Tatton (1735), eſq. He 
had iſſue that ſurvived him by — Barbour, - ſiſter of the late 
Samuel Barbour, or Hill, of Shenſtone Park, eſq. John, Samuel, 
and Thomas, who died unmarried ; alſo two daughters, — 
wife of Tatton, of Widrenſhaw in Cheſhire, eſq. late 
high ſheriff for the county of Cheſter, and hath iſſue, and 
Elizabeth, who died about 1766, at Shrewſbury, unmarried. 
John, the eldeſt ſon, of New Tatton in Cheſhire, in April, 17 3s, 
married » ſecond daughter of ——. Ward, eſq. counſellor 
at law, of Cheſhire, formerly member of parliament for New- 
ton in Lancaſhire, with whom he had a fortune of 15,0001. 
By her he had iſſue a daughter, who died at the age of ſeven 
years, and leaving his wife with child, ſhe was delivered of 
another daughter that deceaſed in her infancy. | 
Samuel ſucceeded his brother John, and is now living at 
Tatton Park, where he hath a noble ſeat, erected in part by 
his father, but with great additions in a ſtyle of magnificence 
made by himſelf; the park he hath alſo enlarged, ſo much as 


* Born March 16, 1651. B 
R ? + 
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to take in a circuit of twelve miles. This gentleman was unani- 
mouſly elected one of the repreſentatives for the county of Cheſter, 
and ſo continued in a ſucceeding parliament ; he was one of the 
members of the Houſe of Commons who voted the terms of the 
laſt peace were not ſatis factory; and, in April, 1768, when 
John Wilkes, eſq. elected a fourth time member of parliament 
for the county of Middleſex, was expelled, acted as a neutral. 
By —— daughter of — — Copley, of Lancaſhire, eſq. which 
lady hath been dead ſbme years, he hath iſſue an only daughter, 
aged 15. Arms. 1. 4. A. a creſcent S. 2. 3. G. a creſcent in the 
- firſt, another in the feſs front for difference, counterchanged as 
the field. Creſt on a helmet proper martled, G. doubles A; a 
wreath of his colours thereon, a greyhound feiant A. tied by the 

neck to a hawthorn-tree, fruited proper with a band O. 
Proceeding on in the ſame hamlet, called Wood-end- (which 
ſeems to be ſo named from its being for more than a mile the out- 
ward bounds of the wood, which was formerly encouraged in the 
park to which it adjoins, all the way from the Moſs Lake), we 
paſs a water or lake, called Wood-end lake, upon the Birming- 
ham road, and on the right hand find a manſion, or the lands 
belonging thereto, named The-Sufor@s, moſt likely from ſome 
ancient owner of it. This was the eſtate of a conſiderable fa- 
mily in the pariſh, named Prieſt, which held lands in Footherley 
or Radley Moor, lately in the: poſſeſſion of Samuel Hill, of 
Shenſtone Park, -eſq. deceaſed, a part of Broadfield, which 
paſſed to one Henry Murray, after to Thomas Biddulph of 
Footherley. The Ox Leaſows, and Holt Meadow in Footherley, 
were afterwards fold to William Marlow of the ſame place, with 
many other eſtates of good value; all which, as far as I can 
learn, are alicnated, but are known, at leaſt what was generally 
fold by them in the decline of the family, by their being tythe- 

free, a ſubject of which I ſhall treat by and by. 

The 
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The Prieſt families were ſettled at Wood - end or Footherley, 
for by theſe places are they diſtinguithed.. The firſt we note is 
in the reign of Charles II; but we cannot tell how much earlier 
they lived there from the uncertainty of records. In 1667, 
the widow Prieſt, and William her ſon, gave to the aſſeſſment 
for the loan to the king 58. 6d. ob. being one quarterly pay- 
ment; and, the ſame year, qs. 6d.-more as an addition to it. 
William of Wood-end, by Elizabeth his wife, had a ſon, James, 
born in Auguſt 1678; Elizabeth in June 1680; Ann in 1682, 
in which year he was churchwarden. James Prieſt, whom I 
ſuppoſe brother to William, by Ann his wife had iſſue Eliza- 


| - beth, born in 1687. William aboveſaid paid, in 1692, 38. 


poll- tax for himſelf, his wife, and one child with him. Francis 
Prieſt of Footherley, by Mary his wife had iſſue, Francis; Wil- 
liam born in 1688; and John in 1696, who died in 1699; 
and a daughter Joyce, married to William Smyth in 1679; 
alſo Mary in 1701. This Francis died in 1712; and Mary his 
wife in 1709. One of the laſt male heirs of this family ſold a 
conſiderable eſtate at Hill in Sutton-Colefield ſome time ſince, 
viz. about the year 1760 or 1761; and is ſince dead. | 

The manſion and lands were by the Prieſts conveyed to the 
Yardleys, who are alſo ſpoken of as people of property, and of 
long ſtanding here. In 1598, Iſabel Yardley of this pariſh was 
married to Rowland Greybrookx. Mrs. Yardley paid, in 1677, 
28. 2d. a quarter to the royal aid; and to the addition made the 
ſame year 3s. gd. Edward Yardley, gent, poſſeſſed this eſtate 
22 Charles I. and ſeems to have had iſſue a ſon John, who, for 
himſelf and wife, paid 25. poll-tax in 1692; who, by Elizabeth his 
wife, had iſſue John, born in 1685; ſhe died in 1708. Ann 
Yardley, widow, died in 1700. 

The family of old married to a daughter of —— Marbury, 


of Marbury and Dadſbury in Cheſhire, and were long ſeated at 
R 2 Kenil- 
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Kenilworth in Warwickſhire. William Yardley, ſon of John, 
in the reign of Edward VI. married Elizabeth daughter to Wil- 
liam Morton, of Cheſhire, eſq. 22 Henry VII. John Yardley 
was abbot of Kenilworth ; and earlier, 1434 (Henry VI.), Lady 
Joan Beauchamp de Abergavenny left by will to John Yardley 
ten marks. They ſeem to have taken their name from Yardley 
in Worceſterſhire, near Birmingham, of which line 1 ſuppoſe 
Edward Yardley, gentleman, to have derived his deſcent. 

Arms, Azure, a ſtag current Or, between three grey- 
hounds Argent; the undermoſt of thoſe in chief, Sable; — in 
baſe, reguardant. | 

From the Yardleys, this eſtate at Wood-end came to the Col- 
liers or Colyeres, of which Chriſtopher Colyere, gent. poſſeſſed 
it, as his widow did alſo. Graciana, their daughter, ſold it, in 
1755 or 1756, to Thomas Bolton, who, in 1769, * it to 
William Twyſe. 

As this place pays a heriot to the lord of the manor, I ſhall 
ſay ſomething in regard to ſuch cuſtom, which may ſuffice for 
all farther mention of it. Heriot is derived from the Saxon 
hene, an army of heregeats, or heriots and reliefs, and Seat 
Fuſus, diſtributed; which word Heregeat, compounded, means 
Proviſion for war, or a tribute or relief given to the lord of the 
manor for his better preparation to be in the army; and by the 
laws of king Canute the Dane, it appears that ſo many horſes 
and arms were to be paid at the death as they were reſpectively 
obliged to keep in their life-time for the king's ſcrvice; but this 
was paid long before Canute's time, and not only in warlike 
weapons, but in money and other things; for thoſe thanes or 
nobles who held their lands of the Saxon kings, paid fifty man- 
cuſes, which were ſquare pieces of gold, each worth two ſhil- 
lings and ſix pence of our money, four horſes, and two ſwords, 
for an heriot, 


A mo- 
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A modern ingenious. writer ſays, “ Heriots affixed- to copy- 
e holds and not aboliſhed with other burdens in 12 Charles II.“ 
(when greater liberties were given than were granted by Magna 
Charta itſelf) © are of Daniſh origin, and now or late ſubſiſted 
« jn Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, and are a render of the 
« beſt beaſt or goods (as the cuſtom may be), to the lord on 
« the death of the tenant, being a relict of the villein tenure, 
“ and had leſs hardſhip in it, as all the goods and chattels 
« were the lord's; and he might have ſeized them in the vil- 
&« lein's life-time, King William I. changed heriots compulſory, 
« introduced by the Danes, into reliets ;” a payment now eſta- 
bliſhed by cuſtom, which we obſerve had its riſe ſince the Con- 
queſt, and for this reaſon, becauſe heriot ſervice was paid in 
oxen, horſes, &c. under the Saxon government to the lord; 
but after William I, no tribute of oxen, horſes, or other cattle, 
could be paid bythe Engliſh, becauſe they were generally 
ſtripped of all ſuch goods by the Normans ; therefore, inſtead 
of it, this payment of a ſum of money was ſubſtituted, which 
is called a relief *; but even this payment was very uncertain 
till the ſtatute of Magna Charta, for ſometimes it was fatisfied 
with money, and often with other effects; but by that ſtatute 
it was fixed to a fourth part of the annual income, which was 
requiſite by the law to ſupport the dignity of the perſon to whom 
the inheritance was deſcended ; if it was to the ſon of a knight, 
then he was to pay I. 15s. becauſe 51. per ann. was accounted 
a ſufficient maintenance, for a knight till the latter part of the 
reign of Edward 1. and from Tt Edward II. ſuch a one was to 
pay gl. as that was then declared to be a fourth of ſuch a knight's 
yearly ſupport; though Sir Thomas Smyth + ſays, ſuch main- 


A relevando, quod feodum quaſi collapſum eo relevetur. 
+ lu his Engliſh «epubiick. | — 
tenance 
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tenance was then 4cl. per annum; and Sir Edward Coke ſays, 
ſuch fee conſiſted of 680 acres. If the inheritance came to a 
baron's heir, he was to pay 100 marks for a relief, becauſe 
400 marks per annum was at that time (viz. after Edward Il.) 
an eſtate for a baron; if to the ſon of an earl, then he was to 
Pay Iool. as 4001. vearly was an earls eſtate; if to the eldeſt 
ſon of a duke, he was to give 200l. for a relief, 8001, per 
annum being a duke's eſtate ; but this muſt be after king Edward 
III. who created the firſt duke after the Conqueſt; ſuch eſtates 
being in thoſe times reckoned ſufficient to ſupport thoſe dignities, 
Heriots, which as we ſaid king William changed into rehets, to 
this day frequently remain in the ſhape of a double rent, pay- 
able at the death of a tenant. 

We now note farther, that heriots, which yet continue among 
us, ſeem rather of Saxon original, and at firſt to be meerly diſ- 
cretional, Theſe are moſtly confined to copyhold tenures, and 
are due by cuſtom only, which is the life of all eſtates by copy, 
and are perhaps the only inſtance, as the author of the Com- 
mentaries on the Municipal Law obſerves, where cuſtom hath 
favoured the lord; for this payment was originally a voluntary 
donation, or gratuitous legacy of the tenant, perhaps in ac- 
knowledgment of his having been raiſed to a degree above vil- 
lenage, when all his goods and chattels were at the mercy of 
the lord; and cuſtom, which has on one ſide confirmed the 
tenant's intereſt in excluſion of. the lord's will, hath on the other 
hand eſtabliſhed this diſcretional piece of gratitude into a per- 
manent duty. 

An heriot may alſo appertain to free land that is held by ſer- 
vice and ſuit of court, in which caſe it is moſt commonly copy- 
hold enfranchiſed, whereupon the heriot is till continued, and 


is due by cuſtom. It is ſometimes of the beſt live beaſt that the 
tenant 


OF SHENS TON k. 127 


tenant died poſſeſſed of, called in the 29th u of king Wil- 
liam I. the villein s releif, ſometime the beſt inanimate good, 
under which a jewel or piece of may be included; but it is al- 
ways a perſonal chattel, which, immediately on the death of 
the tenant who owned it being aſcertained, by the option of the 
lord becomes veſted in him as his property. Agreeable to this 
cuſtom, on the deceaſe of Beardſley, gent. who owned 
lands in Shenſtone, a piece of plate was appropriated to the 
lord's uſe, which his relict, Beardſley (now of Tamworth), 
exchanged for a payment of ten guineas. In ſome places there 
is a cuſtomary compoſition in money, as ten or twenty ſhillings 
in lieu of a heriot, by which lord and tenant are both bound, 
if it be indiſputably ancient cuſtom ; but a new compoſition of 
this ſort will not bind either party, for that amounts to a crea- 

tion of a new cuſtom, which now is impoſſible. | 
Some lands in this pariſh pay no great tythes; among theſe” 
we may reckon the eſtate we are now treating of. The reaſon 
of it is, that in the 31ſt year of the reign of king Henry VIII. 
a ſtatute was made, which enacts, that all perſons who -thould 
come to the poſſeſſion of the lands of any abbey then diſſolved, 
ſhould hold them free and diſcharged of tythes, in as large 
and ample a manner as the abbeys themſelves formerly held 
them. If ſuch proviſion had not been made, moſt of theſe 
exemptions of tythes would have fallen with them, and the 
lands become tythable again; and from this original have ſprang, 
all the lands which, being in lay-hands, do at preſent claim to be 
tythe-free; for, if a man can ſhew his lands to have been 
the property of ſuch religious houſes, and alſo immemorially 
diſcharged of tythes, it is a good preſcription- for not paying 
them, but he muſt ſhew both theſe requiſites, for abbey-lands, 
without eſpecial ground of diſcharge, are not diſcharged of 
3 courſe; 
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courſe ; neither will any preſcription prevail in total diſcharge 
of tythes, unleſs it relate to ſuch abbey-lands. Hence we diſ- 
cern the miſtake of thoſe perſons among us who too poſitively 
aſſert, that ſuch eſtates pay no tythes, only becauſe they be- 
| longed to the family of the Prieſts of this pariſh, who had pur- 
chaſed the tythes of ſuch eſtates, or had received them ſo diſ- 
charged. Indeed it might be, that ſuch families poſſeſſed and ſold 
them at ſeveral times, and to. different perſons ; and likewiſe, 
that theſe very lands now are free from ſuch payment ; but the 
beſt ſolution of this matter is found in the foregoing obſerva- 
tions, which indicate, that ſuch poſſeſſions had belonged before 
the diflolution and devaſtation made by king Henry VIII. to 
ſome religious houſe or abbey, and not unlikely to that of 
Oſney near Oxford, to which the church itſelf appertained ; 
neither may it ſeem an unreaſonable conjecture, that theſe were 
called Prieſt's lands, as having been the property of the prieſts 
or clergy who reſided in ſuch religious houſe; farther, people 
in general, and eſpecially the family of the Colyeres, have a 
tradition among them, that this eſtate was originally taken from 
the church. 
- Farther on ſtands a tolerable good houſe, which, though 
now uſed as a farm-houſe, was the reſidence of a good family 
named Sylveſter, for ſeveral generations, though the older man- 
ſion ſeems to have been in the taſte of thoſe times, half tim- 
bered and plaſtered walls, and fituate in a fieid oppoſite, a part 
of which remained long ſince the preſent was erected, which is 
built of brick, and is of a modern ſtructure *. 

The firſt of theſe perſons that I can find certainly to have 
lived here, was Thomas Sylveſter (about queen Elizabeth's days), 


* Raiſcd by Robert, in the reign of George I. 


who 
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who had a ſon and heir James, in the reign of James J. that 
lived to a good old age, more than go, mentioned in ſe- 
veral deeds in 1638, 1690, and in November, 1691. In 
1667 he paid 2s, 4d. quarterly aſſentment to the royal aid, as 
the tax was called; and again, with his mother, 2s. 7d. ob. 
the ſame year. He had iſſue five ſons, and two daughters; 
Elizabeth married to Edward Thornton, of Footherley ; and 

Mary, to John Alcock, of Fradley ; both perſons of fortune. 
The ſons were 1, Robert; 2, Nicolas *, a clergyman, who 
ſettled in Leiceſterſhire, and left iſſue one ſon and a daughter; 2, 
Benjamin, who died at ſea; 4, James of Briſtol, who left chil- 
drren; 5, Joſeph, who lived ſome time in Sutton pariſh, but 
afterwards was an officer in the army, and there died. Robert 
was of Thick brome, and married Elizabeth +, daughter of Wil- 
liam Heath, gent. of Hamerwick-Hall, by Sarah his wife, daugh- 
ter of Richard Brandreth, of Shenſtone Hall, eſq. and had iſſue 
by her five ſons; alſo daughters, of which one was wife of 
— Dawes, of Tamworth ; the ſons were, 1, Robert; 2, 
Nicolas, of Bangley and Tamworth, a perſon conſiderable for 
his fortune; 3, William, a clothier, who died of a fall from 
his horſe; 4, James, who is mentioned to have paid 48. poll- 
tax for himſelf, his wife, and two maid ſervants; 5, John, 
who lived at Thick broom, and left iſſue. Robert Sylveſter (fon 
of Robert) upon whom James his grandfather ſettled the Wood- 
end eſtate, married Elizabeth, filter of James, and daughter of 
Sampſon Bulkley, of the Morelands in Staffordſhire, gent. (by 
his wife Jane, daughter of Edward Lake, of Shenſtone ns 


Rector of Shurland, He died in _— and was buried at t Shenſtone tae 
21ſt of February. 


+ Who died 1716-17. | 
* | eſq.), 
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eſq.), and had iſſue ſix ſons and ſeven daughters; Elizabeth, 
born 1696, wife of Henry Price, a poor man, and now 

living in Shenſtone village, who hath iſſue; Lydia died young; 
Mary and Jane living; Ann, Sarah, and Rebecca. The ſons were, 
1, Lake Sylveſter, dead, and left one daughter; 2, James, born 
1701, who had children, all dead; 3, Robert of Aldrich, who 
had a ſon Lake, that went to ſea; 4, John, born 1712; 5, 
Sampſon, born 1715 ; 6, Iſaac, who died young. 

Robert, father of theſe children, is often mentioned as a 
perſon active in buſineſs relating to this pariſh, and therein 
joined with John Aricſon, Rowland Frith, Michael Brandreth, 
eſqrs.; Chriſtopher Colyere, John Brown of Footherley, Robert 
Greiſbroke, Thomas Dickenſon, John Hardwick, Walter Aſtley, 
James Fletcher, Thomas Ward, John Jackſon of Cheſterfield, 
Richard Scott of Aſton, gentlemen ; with Edward Thornton, 
and other principal inhabitants ; but, outliving his eſtate, was 
obliged to ſell it either to the honourable and reverend Richard 
Hill, or to Samuel Hill *, of Shenſtone Park, eſq. from whom 
it paſſed to Thomas Hill, of Tern, eſq. whoſe ſon Noel Hill, 
eſq. repreſented Shrewſbury in parliament, except ten or twelve 
pounds per ann. which went to Samuel Egerton, of Tatton 
Park, eſq. 


* Samuel Hill purchaſed it with money of his uncle's left for that end. 


dg r dee 13 
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At the foot of St. John's Hill, a quarter of a mile from the 
church to the South, and on the right ſide of the public road, 
ſtands a neat houſe named The Mo/s, from its ſituation in a moſſy 
or marſhy ground; which ſite ſeems to have been choſen originally 
for its nearneſs to the church, and plenty of water, which run- 
ning from the houſe ſpreads itſelf over a conſiderable part of 
the road, and is thence called The Mo/s Lake; paſling hence 
through the land of Samuel Egerton, eſq. it joins the Park 
brook, and ſoon after, at Weeford, the Black brook. The 
manſion, to which great additions were made by the late John 
Dolphyn, eſq, ſtanding on a gradually riſing ground, even 
from the Park itſelf, makes a pretty appearance. The preſent 
owner has. fallen three rows of elm-trees which ſtood in the 
front, and thereby laid the houſe open to the view of travellers, 
which a few years ſince was ſo ſhut up with a court, walls, and 
elm-trees, with a walled garden, and evergreens, as to wear 
the aſpect of ſolitude and retirement, and to appear more like 
a houſe of religious devotees than the ſeat of a gentleman, He 
hath alſo erected handſome offices and ſtables, and made other 
not unpleaſing alterations, both in the manſion and in the lands. 
about it. From the bottom of St. John's hill (on the ſummit of 
which ſtands the aforeſaid clump of fir-trees, and in an adjoining 
field a clamp of elms lately planted) are rows of elms, one 
on each ſide of the way as far as the church-piece or vicarage- 
flat, which are truly an ornament even in this delightful 
ſituation. : 

S 2 This 
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This place the poſſeſſor calls a manor ; ſo do the Collections 
of a late eminent phyſician * : his words are, “ In the manor of 
Shenſtone was a manor called The Manor of the Mojs.” At preſent 
it ſeems diſputable, unleſs it be, as the law terms it, “ in repu- 
- tation only,” which will not paſs either in a fine or recovery by 

the name of a manor, becauſe thoſe are conveyances by record, 
which cannot be taken by intendment. 

A manor (a grant that had its riſe after the Conqueſt) was 

formerly a compaſs of land paſſed by the king to ſome baron or 
great perſon, for him and his family to dwell on, and to exer- 
ciſe ſome juriſdiction within that place, performing ſuch ſer. 
vices, and paying ſuch yearly rent as the king did by ſuch grant 
require ; and afterwards this grantee parcelled out this land to 
others, enjoining them to do ſuch ſervices, and to pay ſuch 
rents as were appointed them ; ſo that, as the baron or great 
man was tenant to the king, the others of inferior degree to 
whom theſe lands were parcelled out, became lords of manors 
and tenants to him, and their grantees tenants to them. Hence 
we obſerve, that if the Moſs were formerly a manor, it hath 
ceaſed to be ſo, ſeeing it 1s requiſite that it ſhould be one real 
or nominal. A real manor conſiſts in demeſnes and ſervices, and 
2 court baron as incident toit; and it cannot be a real one if it 
wants freeholders, nor a cuſtomary one if it wants copyholders, 
as in both ſenſes is the cafe of this place; yet J have been in- 
formed, from good authority, that the lord of the manor of 
Shenſtone pays an annual crown rent for this, as a manor (of 
old time) within that of Shenſtone. 

The Moſs houfe, or ſome manſion near this ſpot, was the 
property of the barons of Hook Norton, till one of them, Henry 


Thomas Wilkes, of Willen-Hall. | 
D'Oyley, 
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D'Oyley, high conſtable of England, gave it to the abbey of 
Oſney in Oxfordſhire, whoſe monks erected a grange here for 
their reſidence, and that of their bailiffs, who collected the 
rents 'and tythes appertaining to the church, with which it went 
(as far as we can learn) till the diflolution of the monaſteries in 
the reign of Henry VIII. after which it was granted to — 
Stanley, eſq, of whom tradition ſpeaks as related to the great 
family of the Stanleys, earls of Derby. The daughter of 
Stanley, or the heireſs of that houſe at the Moſs, carried the 
eſtate by her marriage to one Dolphyn *. 

We find the name of Stanley early in the pariſh records, 

in 1583, but nothing that aſcertains the place of their reſi- 
Pk except the Stanleys, near Thornes Hall, are of the ſame. 
lineage, or thoſe of Lyndon, Overſtonall, or Shenſtone, all. 
which are mentioned ; but but we cannot diſcern which branch 
introduced the Dolphyns into this place. Their name originally 
was Swanſhurft, ſo named from Swanſhurſt, an hamlet in the 
pariſh of Yardley, near Birmingham, where to this day remains, 
as I ſuppoſe, the elder branch of the Dolphyns. How they 
came to change their name is not very clear. The tradition 
among them is, that it was aſſumed in early times by their an- 
ceſtor, upon the taking in the wars of France a ſtandard or 
banner belonging to the dauphin, ſon of the French king. The- 
probability we diſpute not, but are not quite fatisfied with this. 
reaſon without good authority, ſeeing in former times it was | 
not unuſual for fons of the ſame parents. to bear different ſur- / 
names, either from remarkable circumſtances attending them, | 
their ſituation, as Swanſhurſt, which means a woody place 
where trees grow, but low on account of the unaptneſs of the 


See the Collections of Thomas Wilkes, M. D. 
| 8 ſoil, 
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ſoil, much frequented by ſwans, a repetition -of their chriſtian 
names, or the like; having no family accounts to refer to, we 
are, as heretofore, at a loſs, but ſhall give what we can attain 
relating to the Dolphyns, | 

William Dolphyn, in the roth year of the reign of Edward 
III, was one of the perſons left in truſt by Robert Folewood, 
\ firſt vicar of Tamworth church, in Warwickſhire, afterwards 
united to Maxtoc priory, to find a prieſt who ſhould celebrate 
divine ſervice at the altar of -St. Mary for all the living and 
dead of the pariſh, and for their benefactors ; alſo to ſay daily 
a placebo and dirige, with a ſpecial commendation of him the 
ſaid Robert and his heirs; to which purpoſe he left lands in 
that pariſh and Beaumont. In the 47th year of the reign of 
king Edward IH. Richard Dolphyn, Richard Mountford, and 
others, founded a chantry in a chapel near Lapſworth church, 
in Warwickſhire, giving for that purpoſe two meſſuages, two 
carucates of land, twelve acres of meadow ground, and 16s, 
rent, all in Tamworth, called Woodard's Lond, Heath Lond, 
and Liſterley Field, which were confirmed by Thomas Beau- 
champ earl of Warwick, lord of the fee, for a prieſt to ſing 
maſs every day, to the honour of the Bleſſed Virgin, St. Thomas 
the Martyr, and all the Saints. In the 49th year of the reign 
of king Edward III. Richard Dolphyn confirmed Thomas Bar- 
bour in the living of Preſton Bagot, in Warwickſhire. In 1379 
Richard Dolphyn, prebendary of Maxtoc, and rector of Tam- 
worth, dying, was buried there, and an inſcription being {et 
over him imploring prayers for the dead, it was ordered to be 
altered *. 

Theſe quotations from antiquity ſhew, that the name was as 
old as the reign of king Edward III. The 


* Ricardum Dolfyn cerne, homo, locus tenet iſte: 
Eternam lucem ei dare ne dedignaris Chriſte. 
The biſhop, on complaint, cauſed it to be defaced, and the following anc; 
2 eſus. 
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The pariſh records being loſt, in which were the regiſtered 
accounts from 1610 to 1655, we know not in what interme- 
diate year between theſe dates the family ſettled at Shenſtone, 
but, meeting with the name in 1659, conclude the perſon then 
mentioned to have been the ſon of that Dolphyn who 
married - Stanley's daughter, of the Moſs. John Dol- 
phyn“, in 1659, had iſſue John, baptized November 12 in that 
year; and by Sarah his wife, ſecondly, William, born in 1666; 
3, Thomas, born 1672, died 1678; 4, Richard, born 1674; 
s, George, 1675, expreſsly ſaid to have been buried in flannel, 
October, 1678; the daughters were Ann, born 1662, died 
1667; Sarah, born 1666; Damaris in 1668 - Elizabeth in 
1670. Sarah, wife of this John, died in 1679, and he in 
1699. Of the children, William died in 1701; and Damaris 
was married in April, 1691, to Edward King of Worceſter. 
In 1682, John Dolphyn, gent. was one of the two perſons de- 
puted to give and take poſſeſſion of the ſeveral diviſions of the 
Radleymore lands, according to a decree in the high court of 
Chancery. 

John, ſon of John Dolphyn aforeſaid, ſettled at Stafford as 
an. attorney at law, and there became clerk of the peace, and 
eminent in that profeſſion. In the reign of king George I. he 
ſerved in parliament for the borough of Stafford; was alſo 
ſteward to the dutcheſs of Hamilton or Queenſbury, and to the 


Jeſus. 
' Ricardum Dolfyn cerne, homo, mortuum, locum tenet Chriſt. . / 
Sed noluit locum Chriſti vivus intrare iſte. | 
This is blotted out, and below are theſe words : 
Supradictus Ricardus 
obiit.primo die- 
Octobris, anno 
Domini 1592. 
Dugdale's Warwickſhire, ad edit. p. 777. 
In * he paid 78. for a "_ s aſſeſſment of the royal aid. 
earl 


\ 
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earl of Uxbridge, and others. He married twice; 1, to Helen, 
daughter of Howe, with whom be had in the end an 
handſome fortune; 2, to Ifabel Hoare, a widow, but had no 
iſſue by her. By the firſt he had three ſons; 1, Howe, born 
1690, who died a bachelor; 2, John, who alſo died un- 
married; 3, Henry, born 1696; and daughters, 1, Sarah, 
born 1685, married firſt to Edenſor, of Birmingham; 
ſecondly, to Paul Smyth, attorney at law, who lived both at 
Stafford and Shenſtone. She ſurvived him, and was buried at 
Shenſtone in 1730, dying without iſſue. 2, Catharine, born 
1692, died in 1724 of a conſumption; 3, Damaris, wife 
of the Reverend J. Rann, A. M. now of Caldmore, near Walſal, 
late of the Delves in Wedneſbury, and miniſter of Weſt Brom- 
wich, yet vicar of Ruſhal in 1769, aged 82; ſhe is yet living, 
but advanced in years. Their iſſue were ſeveral ſons that grew 
to manhood, and ſome married, but all died without iſſue; and 
two daughters; 1, Sarah, wife of Mattox, attorney at law, 
and maſter in chancery, yet living in Salop, by whom ſhe, de- 
ceaſing about 1755, left iſſue ſeven children; 2, Damaris, 
wife of Peter Jones, miniſter of Weſt Bromwich, and prebendary 
of the collegiate church of Wolverhampton, by whom the had 
Hue two children, both dead, as well as the parents. Ifabel, 
ſecond wife of John Dolphyn, of Stafford, eſq. was buried at 
Shenſtone April 14, 1715. In 1692 J find both this John, 
and John Dolphyn, ſenior, reſident at Shenſtone ; for, in the liſt 
of thoſe who paid to the poll-tax that year is John Dolphyn, 
ſenior, mentioned to pay 1s. and John Dolphyn, junior, attor- 
_ ney, for himſelf, wife, and two children, 4s. This John died 
in 1724, in May, and was buried in the family vault in Shen- 
ſtone church. 


William 
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William, ſecond brother of this John, was ſettled in London. 
By Catharine his wife, daughter and coheir of Thomas Huſſey, 
of Lincolnſhire, gent. he had iſſue, 1. Catharine, living in 1769 
at Shenſtone; 2. Sarah; and a ſon William; who all died 
young, and unmarried. 

Howe, the eldeſt ſon, being for family reaſons ſet aſide in 
the inheritance, though he lived many years after; 

John, the ſecond ſon, was ſettled at the Moſs in 1722, if 
not earlier; was many years in the commiſſion of the peace, in 
which he acted with much reputation, and was an uſeful and 
valuable perſon in private life, continually employed in com- 
poſing differences and exerting all his power for that purpoſe, 
for which he is by multitudes remembered, and ſpoken of by all 
in terms of gratitude, He died in July 1756, a bachelor, 
and was interred in Shenſtone church upon the 26th of that 
month. 

Henry aforefaid, youngeſt brother of this Ink was an at- 
torney in Stafford. He purchaſed the eſtate and manſion held 
by Samuel Whaley, of Footherley, eſq. and deceaſed in March, 
1743-4, leaving iſſue by — — his wife, daughter of 
Vernon, and ſiſter to the Reverend Mr. Vernon, of Airly - 
in Staffordſhire, and to the wife of —— Perrot, of Belland in 
Worceſterſhire, and of Edgbaſton in Warwickſhire, eſq. one of 
his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, one ſon, John, and three 
daughters; 1. Sarah, wife of Meiller, of Derby, eſq.; 
2. Catharine, wife of Whitby, attorney at law of the 
ſame place; both are living, and have children; : 3. Elizabeth, 
unmarried, 

John ſucceeded his father in 1743-4, and his uncle John, 
of the Moſs, in 1756, from whom he inherited an handſome 
eſtate at Shenſtone, and elſewhere. This John Dolphyn pur- 

* „ CREE 
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chaſed, about the year 1764, an eſtate of 60o0l. per annum, or 
upwards, called Highford, in Glouceſterſhire (a ſeat and manor 
in the hundred of Sloughter), of Francis Wanley, D, D. dean 
of Rippon, brother and heir to William Wanley, eſq. of High- 
ford, who died May 4, 1762. This eſtate was named Elford 
and Elford Paſtures, in king Stephen's days, then valued at 
28]. 10s. 2d. yearly : the farm appertaining to it was valued 
at 41s. 8d. and belonged to the abbey of Evetham in Worceſ- 
terſhire. I the rather mention this to ſhew what change is 
made in the worth of lands ſince that reign. 

The preſent gentleman was appointed high-ſheriff for the 
county of Stafford in 1760, and the ſame year carried up the 
county addreſs to king George III. (an office which his uncle 
had before enjoyed in the reign of king George II.); he is alſo 
in the commiſſion of the peace. In May, 1767, he married 
Margaret, daughter of —— Eeles, of Harley-ſtreet, Cavendiſh- 
ſquare, London, eſq. and hath iſſue a daughter, . born in 
February, 1768. 

John Dolphyn, cſq. was educated at Eton ſchool, and after- 
wards at Trinity college, Cambridge, and is now about thirty- 
eight years old, By Margaret, his ſaid wife, he hath iſſue a ſon, 
Thomas Vernon, born June 18, and baptized September 13, 


1769. 
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-* Footherley, or, as the old maps of Staffordſhire have it, Fo. 
terley, is an hamlet that has its beginning half a mile South- 
Weſt of the church, extending itſelf from a brook ſo named, a 
mile and a half to Radley Moors on the right hand, and to the 
point of Wood-end on the left to the Birmingham road. The 
term ſeemingly derives itſelf of its ſite from Shenſtone village, 
and of be, which in the old Britiſh tongue means a place * that 
lies unmanured and wildly overgrown. This place is not po- 
pulous, containing only fourteen or fifteen houſes (in which 
reckoning, we except the Boſſes), though formerly there were 
many more, which are either ſuffered to fall, or are taken 
away, that the lands appertaining to them might encreaſe the 
remaining farms, agreeable to modern practice. Footherly, 
adjoining in a great meaſure to Wood-end, hath therefore many 
of its privileges in common with it, but in other reſpects hath 
the advantage, producing eſpecially better barley ; herein ex- 
celling all other lands in Shenſtone, as well as the country round 
about it. In this diftri& are ſome lands tythe-free, ſaid to be 
ſo as having been the eſtates of — Prieſt, who purchaſed a 
conſiderable part of the tythes ; as others ſay, from their being 
church lands; a matter we have already ſpoken of under the 
account of Wood-end. The two hamlets have a good portion 
of land ſeparated by the public road lying towards Sutton Cole- 


* Verſiegan's Antiquities, 
1 field 
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field and Little Afton, called the Oldfield, being 25 acres of 
land; and Pleckfield, conſiſting. of 30 acres, or thereabouts, 
each of which the inhabitants cuſtomarily encloſe every third 
year, and cultivate for three ſeaſons, then lay them open for 
the advantage of turning ſheep upon them. 

Near to theſe fields is Wood-end, or Footherley, common, 
which anſwers the ſame ends, and is therefore farther pro- 
fitable ; not to mention here what we noted of the land belong- 
ing to the paupers of Footherley, which is rented at the ſum of 
five pounds ten ſhillings yearly. 

Either from this, or a place of the ſame name, is a family 
called Foozherley, of which John Footherley, eſq. was in May, 
17 37, governor of the province of Pennſylvania. 

The houſe now poſſeſſed by John Preſton was formerly the 
property of a good family, named Sy/vefer, of which was Ro- 
ger, who had iflue Thomas, in the reign of Henry VIII. father * 
of Roger, born in 1579. Roger the elder died in 1585. Ro- 
ger Sylveſter, the younger, had John and James, who married 
Alice Collins, and died in 1603. John, the youngeſt ſon of 
Roger, of Footherley, deceaſed in 1601, leaving John, Robert, 
and James, who died in 1685. John died in 1669, and Ann, 
his widow, in 1674. Of this family we can find no more 
with any certainty. 

The next poſſeſſors were named Smyth. How this family 
procured it is not ſaid, but we find William Smyth, of Foother- 
ley, at the-Reſtoration, who died there in 1663-4; and in 1679 
William, his ſon, married Joyce, daughter of —— Prieſt, of 
the ſame place; dying without iſſue, he left this eſtate to S. 
Atwood, afterwards wife of Edward +, ſon of James Handley, of 


* And of Frances, born 1 580; alfo of John. 
+ He married this Suſanna Atwood, April 11, 1710. 


Cheſter- 
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Cheſterfield, whoſe daughter and heireſs carried it to Thomas 
Stanley, of Thornes; from him it was purchaſed by the late 
John Dolphyn, of the Moſs, eſq. whoſe nephew and heir now 
enjoys it, | 

At a ſmall diſtance, on the right hand, ſtands: a neat manſion, 
delightfully ſituated, and facing the church. This is modern in 
a great degree, the preſent poſſeſſor having expended upwards 
of 8001. upon it. The old Houſe, in all probability, was 
ereted in the reign of queen Elizabeth, the earlieſt date I can 
trace the families of note who had their refidence here; but 
another was built by — — Brown, which the preſent gentleman 
altered at the aboveſaid expence. 

Francis Floyer was fettled here in the time of queen Elizabeth, 
which gentleman I conjecture to have been a younger ſon- of the 
Hintz family. He died in December 1601, and was buried at 
Shenſtone. The firſt of the Floyers of this line was of Ut- 
toxeter in Staffordſhire, who left Richard, lord of the manor of 
Wetton in the Moorlands, of Uttoxeter Moor, a manor that 
he purchaſed upon the ſale of it by the crown, then in leafe for 
a long term, as appears on an inquiſition taken in the 7th year 
of the reign of queen Elizabeth, December 16. He left Ri- 
chard of Hyntz (a ſeat and manor purchaſed by his grandfather, , 
of Uttoxeter, of Edward Baſſet *, eſq. a younger ſon of Ralph 
Baſſet, of Blore in Staffordſhire), who was a barriſter of the Middle 
Temple; he married twice, 1. —— daughter of Sir Richard 
Weſton, knight, one of the barons of the Exchequer, which 
lady died without iffue; 2. Elizabeth, daughter of William, 
ſon of Zachariah Babyngton, living in 1660. Richard Floyer- 
of Hintz was juſtice of the peace during the Uſurpation; be- 


of Hyntz, 1583, as in the Heralds Viſitation. . | 5 
N fore 
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fore him marriages were ſolemnized according to the act made 
in Cromwells time. In 1667 Robert Greiſbrook paid for —— 
Floyer to the royal aid. I find alſo Richard Floyer, who had 
iſſue a ſon Matthew, who had iſſue a daughter, wife of George 
Antrobus, of Birmingham, M. D. that died without iſſue; alſo 
Catharine, who died unmarried. In the reign of William III. 
lived at Footherley, Ralph Floyer and Margery his wite. In 
1707-8 died Lettice their daughter, and was buried at Shen- 
ſtone, In the reign of George II. reſided at the ſame place 
Charles Floyer, eſq. afterwards heir to his brother —— of 
- Hyntz, father by Suſanna his wife, to Ralph of Hyntz, 
1769; which Charles had ifſue born at Footherley ; Charles 
in 1743, Mary in 1714, and Suſannah in 1745. 
Of this family were Sir John and Sir Peter Floyer, knights; 
Sir Peter, brother of Sir John, of London, and Cheſhunt in 
Hertfordſhire, was a noted refiner in Foſter-lane, London, in 
which ſituation he acquired an ample fortune. The relict of 
Sir Peter died in 1732, at Cheſhunt ; their children were a ſon, 
colonel of the fourth troop of life-guards, who died March 23, 
1733, without iſſue, leaving the bulk of his fortune, about 
60001. per annum, to a ſiſter, and a daughter, Letitia, who 
lived at Iſlington, near London, heir to her brother. Sir John, 
an eminent phy ſician of Lichfield, , married „daughter of 
Archibald * (with whom lady Elizabeth Stanhope, after- 
wards wife of Samuel Hill, of Shenſtone Park, eſq. was edu- 
| cated), and had iſſue two ſons, Archibald, who died without iſſue; 
and John, of Longdon near Lichfield, who had iſſue Suſanna, 
wife of Sacheverell Floyer, of Hyntz, by whom ſhe had no 
iſlue ; ſhe ſecondly married George Lea, of Mayfield, and had 


* Sir Henry Archbald, knight, of Lichfield, in 1673. 
2 | | by 
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by him one daughter, wife of . . . Lea, counſellor at law, 
of Matherfield in Staffordſhire, 

Sir John Floyer, knight, M. D. had a meſſuage and lands at 
Footherley, which were before the property of Edward Thorn- 
ton; alſo land in the adjoining moors, which pays two wood hens, 
beſides a chief. rent to the lord of Shenſtone manor, which after- 
wards deſcended to his great grand-daughter, wife of the aforeſaid 
counſellor Lea (who, beſides other lands, enjoys in her right 
the manor of Matherfield); ſhe diſpoſed of the Footherley eſtate 
to the preſent John Dolphyn, eſq. who took down the farm- 
houſe, and annexed the land to other tenures, Sir John 
Floyer, knight, died at Lichfield January 31, 1733-4. 

Of the aboveſaid John Floyer, of London, we add, that he 
left by will a conſiderable eſtate to John Burnes Floyer, eſq. 
of Alderſhaw, near Lichfield, yet in his minority, only ſon of 
Richard Burnes, of Alderſhaw (who deceaſed in 1766), by Anne 
Leonard, of Wedneſbury in Staffordſhire. 

I have here placed together what related to the Floyers, yet 
we find other perſons poſſeſſed of this manſion called Foother- 
ley hall, and lands about it, particularly a branch of the Syl- 
veſters. John Sylveſter ſeems to have ſold it to the Browns, 
being expreſsly ſaid in the rolls to have been the owner prior to 
this family. Samuel Brown was of Footherley ſoon after the 
death of Cromwell, if not during his uſurpation. In 1666 
Eleanor Brown was married to Nicholas Sylveſter, who, if de- 
ſcended of John, as above, might induce this family to ſettle 
here, it being pretty ſure that they came out of Salop, from 

Wellington, or ſome place near the Wreking, This Samuel 
Brown died here in September 1667; beſides other children, 
he left John, In 1657, John Brown, gent. paid 38. 6d. quar- 
terly aſſeſſment to the royal aid, and to the addition made the 
| ſame. 
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_ - ſame year 6s; alſo 18. for Perry's land. In 1674 Jobn Brown, 
then called of Thornes hall, gent, purchaſed ten acres of land 
in the Broadfield, of James Adams of Footherley ; in 1682, 
ſixteen acres of John Birch and his wife, under a leaſe of 500 
years; that year he evidenced the receipt of a ſum of money 
for the Radley Moor pieces, purchaſed by himſelf and others, 
acting herein as an agent to the Fryths. He was alfo one of 
the churchwardens in 1690. His wife was Grenada, widow of 
Edward, and mother of Rowland Fryth, eſqrs. who died in Fe- 
bruary 1695-6, without any iſſue from her ſecond huſband ; 
when he died * I cannot find out, This Grenada Brown left 
by will fifty pounds to purchaſe land, the profit of which was 
ordered to be diſtributed among the poor widows, or for want 
of ſuch widows, among the poor inhabitants of Lynn, and the 
two Stonalls ; this money remained in the Court of Chancery 
till 1721. 1 | \ 

Samuel, of Footherley-hall, brother to John of Thornes 
hall, had iſſue John, Samuel, and Anne, who ſurvived her 
brothers, and lived ſome time after their deceaſe, at the ſame 
houſe. She leaving it to a tenant, lived at Tatenel near Bur- 
ton, to a good age, and dying in February 19562, was interred 
at Shenſtone, having never married. Mary, wife of Thomas 
Dickinſon, by whom ſhe had children; ſhe lived to be go years 
old, dying at Upper Stonal in January 1767. . . wife of 
... . Pryce, of Ludlow in Shropſhire ; Jane, her daughter, is 
or lately was living at the Grove, near Drakelow in Derbyſhire ; 
a fourth, Elizabeth, married. . . . Salt, of Hilton in this 
pariſh, yet living at Dudley with her ſon, John, the eldeſt, 
became heir to John, his uncle, of Thornes, and was bred to 


* John Brown, gent. of Shenſtone, was buried November 10, 1709. 
| ? the 
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the law, but did not chooſe to practiſe it, except as his know 

ledge of it enabled him to act in the capacity of a ſteward to lord 

Willoughby de Broke, at whoſe ſeat he moſtly reſided, and with 

whom he was highly in favour for his integrity, I ſuppoſe this 

to be the perſon Dr. Plott * means, when he obſerves, that 
& Mr. Brown, of Footherley, ſent the trunk of a fir-tree taken 

« out of the Peat-more to captain Lane for his examination,” 

br his father more probably, from the time of its date, in the 

reign of James II. In 1692, Mr. Brown paid 68. poll-tax. for 

himſelf, his wife, and four ſervants, and one pound one ſhil- 

ling to the militia, and towards horſes to mount them; where 

we muſt underſtand it of his father or uncle, ſeeing this John 

of Footherley was never married. Being an active man in bo- 

half of the pariſh, upon the 12th of June, 1921, it was 

agreed, that the legacy of Mrs Grenada Brown to the poor wi- 
dows of Over Stonall, Nether Stonall, and Lynne, which, by, 

a decree in chancery then lately made, was affirmed to be due 

unto them, remaining in the hands of a maſter in chanceryj, 
ſhould be got out of that court; and that Mr. John Browh, of 

Footherley, ſhould be employed to get the ſame: ſigned by 
many perſons preſent, Chriſtopher Colyere, J. Jackſon, Fr. 
Rawlins, W. Hardwick, Edw Handley, Geo. Hawe, T. ae 
Nic. Wyatt, Rd. Steel, &c. 

The cauſe was accordingly proſecuted, and the. money re · 
covered; but part of it being afterwards loſt, it was judged moſt 
prudent to lay it out in land, and with the faid money was bought 
the Poor's. piece, :adjoining to Cheſterfield ley, the rent of which 
is yearly diſtributed as directed in the laſt will uf the afureſaid 
Grenada Brown. Mr. Brown, in 1713, was concerhed in a 


* Sce the Hiſtory of Staffordſhire. 
U leaſe 
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| | leaſe of lands from James Adams, gent, of Footherley, to Wil- 

| liam Henry, of Wood-end ; that year he witneſſed a deed paſſed 
between Joſeph and Thomas Alſop, of Little Hay, and is men- 
tioned for the laſt time in the records, May 29, 1723. At his 
death he enjoined his executors to diſpoſe of his eſtate. 

Oliver Brown, in 1667, paid to the royal aid for Pool-bridge 
meadow and mills, with John Brown, gent. 

Samuel (brother and heir to John), ſtudying divinity, entered 
into holy orders, took the degree of Doctor in Divinity, and 
was made chaplain to queen Anne. By Elizabeth his wife, he 
had iſſue, 1. John, who died young; 2. Francis, a clergyman, 
yet living at Old Swynford, near Stourbridge in Worceſterſhire, 
who married Anne, daughter of Sadler, of Whitacre in 
Warwickſhire, and hath ſeveral children (3), a daughter. 

Samuel Brown died in January 1724-5, and was buried the 
Zoth, at Shenſtone. Elizabeth, wife of W. Brown, Gied in 
1703. 

In 1715 died Mr. Edward Brown, of Wiggington near Tam- 
s worth, and was buried here. BEE 

At the ſame time that Henry Pitt * held the farm, lived in 
this manſion we are treating of Turton, eſq. fon of 
Turton, . of Orgrave in Alrewayes, near Lichfield, deſcended of 

| William Turton of the Oaks in Weſt Bromwich, by John his 
=_— younger ſon, about the reign of queen Elizabeth. This gen- 
tleman was unmarried when this was written, but had left 
| Footherley many years. 
| The next family of note reſident here, was Charles Floyer, 
| 


eſq. after of Hints, who had children born here, as before ob- 


* 1736, and afterwards. 
ſerved, 
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ech and, dying a few years fi ince, left three ſons, and two 
daughters; 1. Catharine, wife of Thomas Levett, of Whitting- 
ton (brother to John, of Whichnore and Lichfield, late a can- 
didate to repreſent that city in parliament), by whom ſhe had 
iſſue; (2) Mary, wife of Humberſtone Cawley, eſq. of Guerſylt, 
near Wrexham, in Denbighſhire. Of the ſons, Charles, the 
ſecond, lived at Sutton Colefield ; Sacheverell, the youngeſt, was 
in the - Mancheſter trade; Ralph, the eldeſt, fon and heir, a 
gentleman of fair reputation, reſided at the family ſeat at Hints. 
After Charles Floyer, came to this ſeat John Porter, a gen- 
tleman who had followed trade' in Birmingham, and retired 
from buſineſs; he died in November 1731, aged 43; and Sa- 
rah, his widow, in November 1741, aged 41; both on the 
fame day of that month, vis. the 29th. 
Porter's family was ſucceeded by Samuel Whaley, eſq. ſon of 
Daniel, by daughter and heireſs of —— Wright, which 
Daniel was third ſon of —— Whaley, eſq. of an ancient houſe 
at Whaley, in Lancafhire ; whence the name. Of this gentle- 
man, well known for his benevolence and charity, I may not 
ſay much, leſt 1 ſhould give offence'; nor ought I to ſay leſs 
than that all his deportment is that of the well-bred man, and 
the Chriſtian. His wife is daughter of Blackham, 
nephew or great nephew of ...... Blackham, of London, 
created by king William III. in 1696, a baronet. He bore Az. 
2 bars between 9 croſs croſlets flore. This Samuel Whaley. 
hath no ifſue. ok 
Footherley Hall is held in leaſe by the aforeſaid gentleman for 
the lives of himſelf and wife, but is the property of John Dol- 
phyn of the . Moſs, being purchaſed of the Browns by Henry 
Dolphyn, of Stafford, attorney at law. | 
LIES | | Adjoin- 
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Adjoining to it, is a ſmall houſe, and farm, which went with 
| this, except that it was at one time the property of the Thorn- 
tons, who had other lands in this hamlet, vis. . 

The houſe and grounds lately in the poſſeſſion of Thomas 
Badkyn, deceaſed, in right of his wife, and of... Wygan, and 
of Benjamin Dawſon, of Coventry, who married the daughter and 
heireſs of. . . Thornton, by Ann his wife; after his deceaſe 
married to Thomas Badkyn. T his eſtate Was, before 
Thornton, in Walter Aſtley; and earlier in William Prieſt 2. 

The Thorntons, who were ſettled here in queen Elizabeth's 
reign, if not ſooner, poſſeſſed alſo lands that were John Syl- 
veſter's, part of Radley Moor, and Moſs Moor. Lately Eliza- 
beth Thornton had a meſſuage and garden in Shenftone village, 
which William Thornton received from Sarah and Ann, daugh- 
ters and coheirs of Thomas Cook, which Elizabeth, or William, 
fold to.. ..... Oakes, whoſe daughter Mary, wiſe of Thomas 
Alſop of Edinghall, enjoys them. 

In 1583 died Agnes Thornton; ſoon after we fnd Nicolas 
and Thomas, probably her ſons, Which laſt had ſeveral chil- 
dren. In the latter end of the reign of queen Elizabeth we 
find John Thornton, of  Footherley, who had iffue. | 
Charles I. William, who owned Moſs Moor, was witneſs wy 2 
deed paſſing lands from Roger Adams to James Fletcher, of 
Footherley. In the ſame reign, John Thornton was made one 
of the attorneys to enfranchize ſome copyhold lands in Foother- 
ley. In 1665 Nicolas lived at Little Hay, in Shenſtone. In 
1662 William, of Footherley, had a part of Radley Moor from 
the lord ot the manor, Edward Thornton being one of the at- 
torneys, with John Delphyn, to give and take poſſeſſion of 
them for that purpoſe, in the preſence of Edward Thornton, ju- 


See above, under —_— * — 
nior, 
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nior, and Robert, with others. Edward ſold lands in | the fame 
Moor to Robert Sylveſter, of Wood-end; and, in 1721, was 

one of the perſons who ſigned the agreement to recover the le- 
gacy of Grenada Brown from the Court of Chancery. The 
aforeſaid eſtate, in the poſſeſfion of Thomas Badkyn's widow, - 
and Benjamin Danian, was ſold in 1768 to the lord of the 
manor. 

A little farther, on the left hand, ſtood a houſe called 

Feres, from its owner, before the eſtate of. «als os Cannon, with 
the lands appertaining to it, and formerly Nicolas Wyatt, who 
were ſettled: here in the reign, of queen Elizabeth. William 
Wyatt died at Shenſtone in x 580, and left iſſue. Nicolas, in 
1602, married Mary Higginbotham, and had Nicolas of Foother- 
ley, who, by Elizabeth his wife that died in T656; had 
William, born in 16353. Thomas Wyatt, of Foothenley, 
was married to Sarah Miller, of Cheſtenfield, according to 
Cromwell's ordinance, before Richard Floyer, of Hints, juſtice 
of the peace, in 1656. Nicolas, of Footherley, died in 569 
and Sarah, his widow, in 1700. There were othen branches 
of them in Upper and Nether Stonall. In 1667 William and 
Nicolas, of Footherley, with Thomas, paid to the royal aid. 
In 1692 Sarah Wyatt, widow, of this hamlet, William, and 3 
his wife, paid 38. poll-tax. 
The Veres were even lately a conſiderable family in the 
neighbourhaad, and at Aſtley in Warwickſhire, as they are 
now at London; in all probability derived of ſome younger 
branch of the great houſe of Vere, of which Aubrey was created 
earl of Oxford by Maud the emprefs, and king Henry Ii. her 
on, which title ended in Aubrey, the zoth earl, in, 1703. 
The name is from Vere, a town in Zealand. Some, rather 
too fanciful, derive the name from Verus, - a Chriſtian (anno 
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Chriſti 41), anceſtor of Marcus Antonius Verus, the Roman 


emperor, and of Milo de Vere, duke of Angiers and Mayence 
(ann. 77 8), general to OD the great whoſe ſiſter he mar- 
ried. 

In later times I find Vers a chief agent of Oliver 
Cromwell, and ſent by him to execute buſineſs (under a par- 
ticular commiſſion) with cardinal de Retz, a noted French ſtateſ- 
man. Of him aroſe, as ſome have it, a wealthy family in Lon- 
don, which had lands at Shenſtone. Joſeph Vere owned this 
* eſtate at Footherley, which one of the name * and line ſold to 
Charles Sympſon, -of Lichfield, attorney at law, a few years 
fince. In 1643-4 the committee at Stafford allowed William 
Vere to paſs through that town, on his paying gol. In June 
1644, Mr. William Vere, of Hints, was ordered to pay to the 
committee 5l. on their propoſitions, but, as the committee were 
unacquainted with his circumftances, —— Swynfen, eſq. capt, 
Barbour, and others, ſhould add or leffen that fum. In 1651, 
Joſeph Vere, of Aſtley in Warwickſhire, was truſtee in a mar- 
riage - contract between John Clark of that place and Alice 
Wyatt of Shenſtone, - In 1701 Richard Vere married Ann Aſh- 
mole, of Wood-end in this pariſh, and had iſſue Mary, after- 
wards wife of Job Serjeant; and Ann Vere, widow, died in 
1753. 

Arms of vere; 3 quarterly Or and Gules, a mullet, Or. 

The neat manſion, near Thornton's, belonged to the family 
of Fletcher, who long reſided here ; of which name we find 
in 1589, William, Rowland, Thomas, Francis, and John, 
who married Agnes Levett, in 1590. John had iſſue a ſon, 
Francis, born 1 598. John Fletcher, of Footherley, died in 


® A banker of London. 


1602. 


o T8 HE NS TON E. 151 


1602. James, of Footherley, -had-John, by Dorothy his wife, 
which Dorothy died in 658. John married Mary Wotton, 
and died in 1680, James Fletcher, of Footherley, gent. (ſon of 
Francis or James, by Elizabeth his wife) by Mary his wife had 
iſſue two ſons, Richard, and Francis, who died an infant; alſo 
two daughters, Mary, who died unmarried ; and Eleanor, who 
married... . . Cooke, of Stone, attorney at law, and ſteward 
to John lord Gower, James built the preſent houſe, and died 
in 1722. Richard married, I. 1. . „ of Stone; 2, Anne, 
daughter of William Hardwick, of the Boſſes. Richard, and 
Anne, his wife, died the ſame day, and were entombed together, 
November 5, 1; 34, leaving no iſſue; he paſſed his eſtate by 
will to Francis Salt, of Lichfield, who had married his couſin- 
german; but Cook's ſon diſputing the validity of the will, 
much of the eſtate was waſted; and at length the whole, at 
Footherley, was ſold to Stephen Sympſon, of LAGO n 
at law, in whoſe family it ſtill remains. 

In the 22d year of the reign of Charles 1. James Fletcher 
bought Madleze-field, in Footherley, of Roger Adams, with 
other lands, lying near his mother Cecily's land, to which pur- 
chaſe Thomas Rugeley, William Thornton, James Fletcher, &c. 
were evidences. James Fletcher, of Footherley, and James his 
ſon, in 1687, exchanged Wood-end piece with Francis Prieſt, 
for lands in the Small-field, paying over and above to the. ſaid 
Francis Prieſt the ſum of forty and two pounds, This fa- 
mily had likewiſe a meſſuage and lands in Footherley, or Wood- 
end, afterwards the property of Robert Sylveſter. 
In 1667, James Fletcher paid 58. Tod. to the royal aid, as 
aſſeſſed; and the ſame year 1 os. 3d. to the additional aſſeſſment 
on that account. In 1692, Je Fletcher a: 28. to the paſte 


he for himſelf and man. 2 
The 
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The farm lately in the tenure of Thomas Biddulph, and of 
John, his fon, now of John Dolphyn, eſq. was formerly the 
eftate of the Grendons; Whether deſcended of thoſe concerned 
in the manor itſelf is uncertain, Some fields in Shenftone bear 
the name of Grendot's leaſows, formerly belonging to the 
Heaths of Hamerwich, now to the aforeſaid gentleman ;' and, 
moſt likely, in former times to the Grendon family. Thomas 
Grendon died at Footherley in 1656-7. 

Theſe lands were afterwards in -a family of the Symonds, of 
this pariſh, of which was Henry, who, in 1506, married Alice 
Stanley ; he died in 1600. Henry and Joan Symonds had ifſue 
James, born in 1603; and Joan in 4609, Thomas was buried 
here in 1607; and Ellen in 1609. Thomas Paſſaw and Eliza- 

| beth Symonds were married in 1686; and in 1713 Joſhua 
Symonds 'married Margaret, daughter 3 Sedgwick, of 
Little Afton, gent. 

The aboveſaid farm is John Dalton's, eſq. 

Near this is a farm in the tenure of John Marlow, which, 
with lands about it, is the property of. . . Slaney, or his 
heirs ; it was formerly the eſtate of Thomas Ruptley, eſq. af- 
terwards it paſſed to the Colliers, of which family John Collier 

had it, and after him Benjamin Collier; from them it came to 
the Clays; and ſince to Morton Slaney, gent. whoſe. filter en- 
joys ie. 

The Clays poffeſſed likewiſe a meſſuage and lands in Shen- | 
ſtone village; afterwards in the hands of Samuel Hill, Thomas 
Hill, and now of Noel Hill, of Terne, eſq. In 1661, Wil- 
Ham Clay, with Alexander and Thomas Warde, of Wood-end, 
wieneſſed a deed of Rowland Alfop's, of this place; he died in 

| 1664-5. Henry deceaſed in 1685. Thomas, of Shenſtone, 
in I712, married Elizabeth Grice, of Wombern, and had iſſue 
4 * Mary 


OO FOB: HIEN:S Tok: Fr 


153 
Mary (1714); Elizabeth, daughter ob. and Mary Clay, 
was born 1724-5. In 1667. . . Clay, widow, paid to the 
royal aid. | 

Near the farm a held by John Biddulph are the re- 
mains of a tolerably good manſion, long poſſeſſed by a family 
named Adams, who had confiderable eſtates, Francis Adams 
died in 1589. John married Joan Stanley in 1596, at which 
time John, Roger, and Thomas, had families in this parith, 
Roger had iſſue John, born 1597, , whoſe ſon ſeems to be Ro- 
ger *, father of John and James, and a daughter Eleanor. In 
the 3d year of the reign of king Charles I. the two lords of this 
manor enfranchiſed for a ſum of money, then paid to Rowland 
Fryth, their agent, the meſſuage and lands of John Adams, and 
Alice (Sylveſter) his wife, at Footherley, paying to the ſaid 
lord one ſhilling yearly, and one hen, upon the foth of Ja- 
nuary for ever, and doing ſuit. and ſervice at the court baron 
held after Eaſter and after Michaelmas-day. In the 22d year 
of the reign of king Charles I. Roger Adams, and Mary (Higgon) 
his wife, fold lands lying near the Bromleys, George's, and 
Moſs Moor, three ſelions in Broadfield ground, lying on the 
Flax Butts, towards Radley Moor; one ſelion in Highfield, near 
the land of Edward Yardley, gent. and.... Wyatt; with a ſnut, 


named Small-ends ; the deed is atteſted by Thomas Rugeley, Wil- 


liam and Thomas Thornton, John Riddings, and James Oldfield. 
He alſo bought of John and Alice, his parents, a meſſuage and 
lands in Footherley; and fold them, in 1661, to John his 
ſon, John died, as I think, unmarried in 1670. James ſold ten 
acres in Broadfield (in the reign of Charles II.) to John Brown, 
of Thornes, which before were the eſtate of John Collier, and 


* Living in 1667, | 
X | had 
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had paſſed to Roger and John Adams, his father and brother. 
In 1667, Roger and Joſeph Adams paid 38. 6d. a quarter to the 
royal aid, and the ſame year 68. addition. Roger died in 1670. 
To James above ſaid Elizabeth Higgons, of Aſtbury, in Hales- 
Owen, Shropſhire, left by will an eſtate at Aſtbury. In 1662, 
he was one of thoſe perſons who exhibited a bill in chancery 
againſt Edward Fryth, lord of this manor, to compel him to an 
agreement for encloſing waſte ground at Footherley, in which 
buſineſs they ſucceeded in 1682. In 1667, he ſettled in truſt 
to Thomas Ward, of Shenſtone, gent. and Henry Sedgwick, 
Smallfield field-piece, New Meadow, Broad Meadow, twelve 
acres in Broadfield, Highfield, and Pleck Moſs-field, as a dower 
for Mary his wife, daughter of Sedgewick, In the reign 
of Charles II. (1673) Rowland Fryth, Walter Fowler, of Pen- 
ford; Thomas Scott, of Great Barr; and Charles Hinton, vint- 
ner, of London, upon the payment of 50l. to Rowland Fryth, 

confirmed James Adams's right to land in Radley Moor. 
In 1634. + + Prieft ſold lands to Walter Fowler, in 
Footherley . . . . Prieſt had ſold lands here to Anne Darleſton, 
of Elford, which the ſaid Walter, in 1691, aſſigned over in 
truſt for Jac. Adams, ſon of James, as appears in a deed tripar- 
tite between Walter Fowler, of Penford, on the firſt part; Wil- 
ham Prieſt or the. ſecond ; and John Day, of Sutton- Colefield, 
and Jac. Adams, on the third part; for which the laſt- named 
perſon was to pay 6d. yearly chief rent. In 1692, Walter Fow- 
ler re-purchaſed part of the ſame eſtate; which Walter was de- 
ſcended of William Fowler, who married the daughter and heir 
(Cecily) to Nicolas de Englefield, grandſon of Richard, of Foxley 
in Buckinghamſhire, in the reigns of Henry V. and Henry VI. 
William by Cecily Englefield had iſſue; 1. Richard, chancellor 
of the dutchy of Lancaſter, whoſe ſon and heir, Sir Richard, in 
| 1528, 
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1528, was of Rycot in Oxfordſhire ; 2. Thomas, eſquire of the 
body to king Edward IV. of whom came Walter Fowler, of Pen- 
ford in Staffordſhire. 

James Adams, ſon of James, was born in 1674. In 1688 
he, or his father, levied a fine for his Birches piece; that year 
he bought lands named Bromley Riddings, of John Darby, of 
Little Aſton, and lands in the Pleck Moſs ; alſo lands called the 
Bothams, with ſome parts of Highfield and Broadfield, and then 
poſſeſſed Dukesfield, in Footherley, and land in Little Sutton. 
In 1690, he purchaſed a meſſuage and lands in the Oldfield, 
Netherfield near Pickharefield, in the Brbadfield, and Highfield; 
a croft in this hamlet; and a piece in Wood-end, part of the 
Bothams, of Abraham Griffin, Edward Jackſon, of Little Hay, 
and Suſan, ſiſter of Abraham, left them by Jolin Sylveſter, de- 
ceaſed, In 1691, he purchaſed of William and Elizabeth 
Prieſt, Webbſcroft lands in Smallfield, near James Sylveſter's 
and John Yardley's, adjoining to the Broadfield, in the Broad- 
field, on Radley Moor Flatts, and in the Moor, Webb's flatt, in 
the Great and Little Pleckmoſt, on Hare-hedge, and in the Old- 
field. In 1713, James Adams bought two burgages in Sandford- 
ſtreet, Lichfield ; and ſold Smallfield piece to Richard Smyth. 
Dying without iſſue, his ſiſters were his heirs, of whom Eliza- 
beth ſold * her moiety at Footherley to Joſeph Alſop, and died 
in 1738. 

Joſeph Alſop was s of Little Hay, of a family that had hn 
there in- the year 1659. His eſtate at Footherley deſcended to 
his four daughters, Anne, wife of John Collins, of Hints; Eli- 
zabeth, wife of William Whywell, of Birmingham; Sarah, wife. 
of John Cooke, who had this manſion in his wite's right; and 


| * 5 George II. 
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Eleanor, wife or Rowland Collins, of Little Hay, to whom this 
houſe paſſed, with lands about it, by agreement; and at pre- 
ſent is in his widow and ſon. ECT 

In this hamlet William Sylveſter had a houſe and farm, which 
went with his daughter and heir in marriage to Thomas Hinkes, 
of Anſtrey in Leiceſterſhire, from whom the lands paſſed by 
purchaſe to John Dolphyn and Stephen Sympſon, but the houſe 
was burnt by accident, | 

Thomas Biddulph, of Footherley; owned lands in Broadfield 
and Footherley; now in his ſons, Thomas and John, both of 
Whitacre in Warwickſhire. | 


* 


of 
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Radley Moor End is a ſmall hamlet, with few houſes, but 
containing in it the Moor, commonly reckoned at 340 acres, 
though both are more uſually comprized under Footherley, to 
which they Wee as they do upon the Aſton road to Wood- 
end. 

In the year 1662, James Adams, of Footherley, and others, 
who had a right of common in the waſte-ground called Radley 
Moor, entered into an agreement (as it ſhould ſeem, upon ſome 
condition before made between them and 'the lord of the manor, 
to exhibit a bill in the High Court of Chancery, to oblige 


Edward Fryth, eſq. lord of the manor of Shenſtone, to con- 
ſent 
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ſent to the encloſing of the ſaid Moor; to this the Court of 
Chancery aſſented, and a commiſſion: was thereupon iſſued out 
(after a decree was made), ſetting forth each perſon's ſhare, and 
commiſſioners were deputed for that purpoſe ; conveyances were 
likewiſe ordered to be drawn ; but before they could be exe- 
cuted the ſaid Edward 'Fryth, eſq. died. Upon the deceaſe of 
the lord of the manor, the fee-fimple was in Rowland Fryth, of 
Thornes Hall, eſq. fon and heir of Edward, who, in 1682, 
April 7, as appears by an indenture made between him and 
James Adams, confirmed the agreement made with his brother, 
according to a decree of the Court of Chancery, by which Rad- 
ley Moor ſhould have been divided in eighteen equal parts, of 
which William Thornton and James Sylveſter, of Weeford, 
were to have two parts; and one part to be diſpoſed of for the 
ule of the poor, as the major part of the owners ſhould from. 
time to time appoint, each diviſion paying 6d. yearly, vig. 3d. 
upon the 25th of March; and 2d. upon St. Michael's day, to 
Edward and Rowland Fryth, their heirs and afligns, for ever, 
John Birch, of Little Aſton, had one ſhare, who, after the en- 
cloſure, but before a conveyance was made to him by Edward 
or Rowland Fryth, eſqrs. borrowed 1 201. of William Pretty, of 
Faſely in Warwickſhire, gent. and for ſecuring it and intereſt, 
the ſaid John, and Elizabeth his mother, upon the | 2oth of 
March in the 23d year of the reign of king Charles II. amongſt 
other lands, &c. ſold and paſſed over his ſhare of Radley Moor, 
being 16 acres; William Petty conveyed his right to James 
Adams; and, as gol. was paid to Edward Fryth, according to a: 
covenant before made, and 5ol. more to Rowland Fryth, eſq. 
the ſaid Rowland paſſed it for ever to ſames Adams, and his 
heirs, paying 6d. yearly, free from all claims under Edward his 


father, or Rowland his grandfather, deceaſed ; James Adams 
| Was 
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was alſo allowed ſeven years to confirm his title, at his own ex. 
pence ; and Rowland Fryth hereby reſerved to himſelf the li- 
berty to turn the water, and make trenches and I on the 
ſaid land. 

John Dolphyn, of Shenſtone, 1 and Edward Thames, 
of Footherly, were appointed jointly to give and take poſſeſſion, 
dated April 7, 1682. Rowland Fryth ſealed and delivered in 
the preſence 6f John Swynfen, Joſeph Surton, and George Bulk- 
ley. Edward Thornton gave James Adams poſſeſſion ; preſent 
Edward Thornton, jun. Robert Thornton, W. Whiſton, and 
Thomas Lander. | 

The ſeveral portions allotted were by agreement to conſiſt 
of twelve acres, though they are conliderably more; that called 
Birches, is in the deed ſaid to be ſixteen acres, owing, as ſup- 
poſed, to his advancing more than his equivalent towards the 
law-ſuit with the lord of the manor. The whole of Radley 
Moor, generally ſpeaking, is in the hands of the following per- 
ſons, vis, John Dolphyn, eſq. who hath the parts which were 
Stanley's, Brown's, Floyer's or Lea's, Sylveſter's or Hynke's 
(except what Stephen Sympſon, gent. poſſeſſes), and what was 
lately in the tenure of John Biddulph ; of Thomas and Noel 
Hill, eſqrs., formerly Allen's, and others; of Stephen Symp- 
{on, gent. or Charles his ſon, formerly Fletcher's and Vere's, 
with lands in Radley Moor-end ; of William Tenant, eſq. cal- 
led Thornton's, &c. of the coheirs of Adams and Alſop, who 
enjoyed alſo Birches; of Morton Stanley's heirs; of John 
Marlow, late William's, formerly Prieſt's. Robert Sylveſter's 
lapd in this Moor came to Lake his ſon (except what —— Hill, 
eſq. purchaſed), whoſe widow paſſed it to her ſecond huſband, 


Shackle, who, with —— Bedford their fon in-law, ſold 
2 | it 
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it to John Dolphyn, eſq. in 1768. In the reign of king 9 4 
liam III. James Philips poſſeſſed ſome part of Rwy Moor; 
did John Sylveſter, and Dolie, 


8 


Bagots are certain lands lying to the upper part of Foother- 
ley, towards the aforeſaid Moor, in quantity fifty acres; they 
were formerly the property of Edward Fryth, eſq. and were by 
him, or ſome of his family, conveyed to John Dolphyn, great 
grandfather to the preſent John Dolphyn, of the Moſs, whoſe 
property they are. | 


L I 1 T AVE 


Little Hay is an hamlet, one mile South from Shenftone - 
church, and is not only the confines of the pariſh, but of the 
county of Stafford towards Warwickſhire, Sutton Colefield reach- 
ing on this ſide to the road “ between Little Afton and Weeford. 
The hamlet is but of mean appearance, having in it eleven 
houſes, chiefi⸗ of poor folks. | x 
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The name ſeems to have been given it to diſtinguiſhi it from 
the larger Hay, called in old writings Aſue Hay, near it. 

The Thick bromes * ſeem to have been a very old family in or 
near this place, taking their name from a manor in Weeford on 
the Blackbrooke, one mile only from Little Hay. 

Richard de Thick brome=-was a perſon of note in this place, 
(40 Henry III.), and owned.the manor ſo named. In 1635, 
William Thick brome, gent. of the city of Lichfield, and Mary 
his wife, had iſſue William; and, in 1638, Thomas, as I ſhould 
ſuppole a branch of this family, ſettled at Little Hay during the 
Uſurpation, for, in 1655, Ralph Thickbrome ſettled lands upon 
Margaret Cook of this village, on a covenant of marriage drawn 
up between them, to which were evidences Robert Greiſbrook, 
Edward Fletcher, and others. In 1667, Ralph Thickbrome, of 
Little Hay, was one of thoſe perſons who were aſſeſſed to the 
payment of the royal aid. 

John Thickbrome of this place, in the reign of king Charles 
II. and Margaret his wife, purchaſed lands in Little Hay of the 
two lords of Shenſtone manor, which came afterwards into the 
poſſeſſion of William Bryan, of Thickbrome, and Iſabel his 
wife. Bryan's heir ſold theſe lands to Walter Rawlins, who, in 
1672, October 15, paſſed them, or a part of them, to Thomas 
Alſop, to which were witneſſes, John Lane, Thomas Potte, Ed- 
ward Gerard, and Thomas Stephenſon. William and Richard 
Dixey, by deed, gave conſent to the ſale of the eſtate by Bryan's 
heir. 

On April 13, in the 13th year of the reign of Charles II. 
William Dixe, or Dixey, of Sheldon, and Richard Dixe of Sut- 


* Humphry Thickbrome, of Thickbrome ( 18 Eliz.), paid 31. 6s. 8d. ſubſidy, 
and found one horſeman for the militia. 


ton 


on 
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ton Colefield, ſold to Walter Rawlins lands adjoining to that of 
Ralph Thickbrome, and Sir John Digby's, of Mansfield Wood- 
houſe in Nottinghamſhire, near to Shenſtone Park, late in the 
tenure of John Thickbrome. Witneſſed by Dorothy Lake, Ca- 
tharine Thick brome, and others. 

William Cotterel, of Sutton Colefield, and Phillis Thickbrome, 
were married at Shenſtone, Auguſt x, 1786, 
In Little Hay lately lived Richard Arblaſter, and ftill belongs 
to this pariſh, deſcended of an ancient family in the county of 
Stafford, which derives its name from its office in war, Arcuba- 
li Harius, or Arblaſter (Archer). Arblaſter hall, in Longdon, was, 
in the 25th year of the reign of Edward III. the ſeat of Adam 
de Arblaſter, who was witneſs, 35 of that king, to the deed 
of Richard Fitzwilliam Hanways de Hanſacre conveying lands 
in Alderſhall, near Lichfield, to Eleanora de Hanſacre. His ſon 
and heir was James (in the reign of Richard II.) who had iſſue 
Richard, in the reign of Henry VII.“ He married Matilda, ſiſter 
of Sir Lewis Bagot, knight, and daughter of John Bagot, of 
Blythfield,' eſq. by whom he had iflue Humphry Arblaſter, of 
Longdon, and Rowland, or Richard. Humphry (in the reigu 
of Henry VIII.), by Catharine his wife, daughter of Thomas 
Laynham, of Staffordſhire, eſq. had iflue a ſon Thomas, in the 
reign of Edward VI. who married daughter of Mar- 
tyn, and had iſſue, 1. George; 2. John; 3. Michael; alſo 3 
daughters; Jane, wife of William Holland, of Caldwell in 
Derbyſhire; Alice; and Frances, wife of Richard Callang wood. 
George, in 1583, poſſeſſed Arblaſter hall, other lands in Long- 
don, Doſthill, and Manceſtre, in Warwickſhire; but, Thomas 
his father, in the reign of Edward VI. ſold his ſhare of Man- 
ceſter manor, which came into the family before the Lith year 
of the reign of Henry VI. to Thomas Lewis, gent. George Ar- 

| = blaſter, 
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blaſter, eſq. had iſſtie Thomas *, who took to wife Anne, daugh- 
ter of Ralph Egerton, eſq. of Wrine Hill, and had iflue by her 
Edmund, and Edward, father of Edward, who died in May 
1669, leaving children by Anne his wife (who died in 1693), 
daughter of Francis Wolfreſtan, of Stafford, eſq. by Frances his 
wife, 1. Edward; 2. Edmund; 3. Richard; alſo 5 daughters; 
Frances, who died in 1772; Ann died in 1734; Mary, who 
died in 1738; and Grace, who deceaſed in 1731-2; Suſanna 
died March 4, 1740; another Mary died November 1, 1741, 
whom TI take to have been the wife of William Arblaſter 4, a 
younger ſon of George aboveſaid, who, by Mary his wife, had 
a daughter, Mary, born in 1653, but died in her minority, 
Edward, eldeſt ſon of Edward, by Ann Wolverſtan, died with- 
out iſſue. Edmund, of Longdon, eſq. (or as is ſometimes ſaid 
Edward) had iflue George, born in 1666; Edmund 4, in 1666-7, 
and died in 1670 ; Frances, born September 6, 1662; and 
Mary, born in 1674. This Edward, the father, died in March 
1690, aged 63. Edmund had iſſue Edward, born in January 
I699; 2. Edmund in January 1701-2; 3. Theophilus, born 
in March 1703, and died in 1721, and, as I conjecture, another 
fon Richard; Mary, born in 1709. This Edmund was in the 
commiſſion of the peace, and died in 1732. Edward, his eldeſt 
ſon, died in 1735, who left one only ſon, of Over Stonall 
(1769), yet unmarried. This gentleman, in 1769, ſold to 
Francis Cobbe, of Lichfield, eſq. a capital meſſuage, the old 
family ſeat in Longdon, upon which was. a modern-built man- 
fion-houſe, with 82 acres of rich arable, paſture, and meadow 


* Admitted by the heralds, 1583, to be of a gentcel deſcent, and to bear a 
coat. . | | 
+ William died in 1703, aged 39. 
4 Or Edward. 
| land; 


land; a meſſuage, with 180 acres elſewhere, and a farm called 
- Stoney Well, with upwards of 72 acres of land in the ſame 


iſh. 
—_—_ of the Richard Arblaſters had children; a fon or grandſon 
of which is Richard, of whom we firſt ſpoke, and who reſided 
in Little Hay, whoſe family is next male repreſentative of the 
ancient family, whoſe lineage we have given. 


Arms of the Arblaſters; Ermine, a croſs- bow bent, Gules, 


ſtringed Or. Creſt, a greyhound's head upon a wreath, 

A branch of the Thorntons, {poken of in Footherley, lived in 
Little Hay, and poſſeſſed lands here, of which was Nicolas, li- 
ving in 16653 and, after him Thomas, whoſe eſtate came into 
the family of Collins, yet remaining, deſcended from Robert 
Collins, who had iſſue John, Rowland, and others. John had 
que Rowland, father or uncle to Rowland of Little Hay, who 
lied in December 1767, leaving iſſue John and Rowland; alſo 
two daughters; ——, wife of Robert deins of Hintz, related 
before to this family, and » 0 

The family of Collins poſſeſs the aftate formerly Walter Web- 

ſter's, John Aſplin's, and John Smart's, in this village, and a 
moiety of Alſop's, with a large manſion in Footherley. 

In this place I find a gentleman's family called Porte, of 


which. was Thomas Potte in 1667, How long they continued 
here is uncertain, but one of them married Joan, eldeſt danugh=- | 


ter of the reverend William Grace, vicar of Shenſtone, as we 
have already remarked.  _. 

The A//ops were of note in this hamlet, originally of Alſop, 
a village in the county of Derby, whence the name, 


In the 12th year of the reign of Charles II. Rowland Alſop, 


of Little Hay, 3 a tenement and lands there from Ro- 


* 9 ger 
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ger Walker, and Edmund Wharton, both of Moſeley, to which 
were evidences Alexander and Thomas Ward, with Richard 
Newton. The ſame premiſes were ſold to R. Walker and Ed- 
ward Wharton, by Thomas Collins, and Joyce his wife, who 


bought them of the lords of the manor of Shenſtone. In 1667 


Thomas and Rowland Alſop paid to the royal aid levied in this. 
pariſh. 

In 1671 Rowland, and Anne his wife, paſſed over a meſ- 
ſuage and lands in Little Hay to Thomas their ſon (living 
in 1687), which was witneſſed by Thomas Ward and John 
Cotterel, 

In the third year r of the reign of Jani II. Richard Alfop, of 
Brynton in Staffordſhire, ſold lands in Nether Stonhall to Alex- 
ander Adcock. In 1692, Joſeph Alſop, of Little Hay (living 
in 1713), paid 28. poll-tax for himfelf and his wife. He had 
iſſue Thomas, to whom, in 1706, he paſſed Kateſcroft, and 
other fields, near Little Hay Brook; and Joſeph, Who, in 5 
George II. bought a moiety of James Adarns's eſtate at Foother- 
ley of Elizabeth Adams, his daughter and coheir; alſo two 
daughters, Alice, and Elizabeth, if no more. In 1713 Joſepti 
Alſop the elder ſold to William Stanley, of Shenſtone, Leatſcroft; 
c. for the term of 99 years. Beſides theſe, we meet with 
Richard Nicolas, Thomas, and Henry * Alſop (living in 1 684), 
in this place. Joſeph Alſop the younger died without iſſue 
male, but left four daughters, eoheirs, two of which are li- 
ving, Elizabeth Whywell, one of them, died in 1769. 

In the reign of Henry VIII. or earlier, a branch of the $y/- 
veſiers reſided here. In 1579, James Sylveſter, of Little Hay; 


In the 2atb year of the reign of Charles II. he. Purchaſed an alen at Hill aa 


| Sutton Coleſield. 


Mar- 
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married Alice, daughter of Collins, and had iſſue by her 
Robert, Alice, wife of John Adams, and Elizabeth. In 1601, 
George Sylveſter was of this hamlet; alſo Nicolas was of Little 
Hay, as I conjecture his ſon. He had iſſue Samuel, born in 
1669; Mary and Elizabeth, born in 1672. In 1667, the widow 
of —— Sylveſter, of this place, paid to the aſſeſſment for the 
royal aid. The name continued till lately at Little Hay, but 
nothing particular is ſaid of this family. 

Little Hay I look upon to be the boundary of a _ lying in 
part of Sutton chace, South of Shenſtone park. It is certain, 
that in this neighbourhood, and adjoining to Little Hay, was a 
thick wood of conſiderable extent in 1086, the year that Robert 
de Limeſi ſucceeded to the united ſees of Cheſter and Lichfield, 
called 4/5 Hay-wood, at that time the eſtate of Henry de New- 
burgh, a Norman; firſt ear of Warwick after the Conqueſt, 
younger ſon of Roger de Beaumont, earl of Mellent, and baron 
de Pont Audemar in Normandy, The late Thomas Wilkes, of 
Willenhall in Staffordſhire, M. D. ſays, in his Collections, that 
in the 7th or 17th year of the reign of Edward I. William de 
Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, granted a licence to Robert de 
Limeſi, biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry, to make a park here 
of his wood called Aſh Hay, which was then part of Sutton 
Colefield chace. But here are ſome miſtakes, there being no 
Robert de Limeſi biſhop of theſe dioceſes in the reign of Ed- 
ward I. however, we find, that William de Beauchamp, firſt 
earl of Warwick of this great family (ſon of William de Beau- 
champ, baron of Elmeley caſtle, in the county of Worceſter, 
generally called the Blind Baron), granted a licence, as the lord 


of the ſee, to Ralph de Limeſi to make a park of his wood 
called Aſh. Hay. | | 


166 THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


Near this place, or rather nearer to Weeford, it was that lord 
Liſle and Sir Hugh Willoughby fought a duel, in which Sir 
Hugh was ſorely wounded, but he ſeems to have been leſs pi. 
tied, as he had before ſlain in a duel Purefoy, a perſon 
of note in the quarrel between the kings Henry VI. and Ed- 
ward IV. 

A family named Aldrich have long poſſeſſed lands in Little 
Hay ; for in 1692 the widow Aldrich, of this village, paid to 
the poll-tax. About ſeven years ſince died Robert Aldrich, of 
Middleton in Warwickſhire, owner of this eſtate, leaving male 
iſſue. John Aldrich, and Alice his wife, of Little Hay, in 1703, 
Mary their F died in 1704. 


NO OOO . 


The Baer (ſo named from Bo/cus, which means a wood, or a 
place of paſture and feeding) lie two miles South-Weſt of Shen- 
ſtone church, conſiſting of more than 200 acres of land, bounded 
by Radley-more, the Peat-more, and Footherley, but ſtretching 
out two ways towards the fields leading to Nether Stonall and 
Little Aſton. Upon theſe Boſſes are three manſions, one of 
which, now in the tenure of Joſeph Swift, with lands apper- 
taining to it, is the property of the reverend —— Averns, vicar 
of Rugeley, in right of his church, for which it was purchaſed for 
a ſum of money added to that augmentation-money called queen 
Anne's bounty. This houſe is in the old manner of building, 
Half timber, erected probably by Thomas Foley, eſq. who re- 
ſided here in the time of Charles II. in order to attend his works 


at Aſton forge, to which it adjoins. This — ſeems to 
52 have 
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have been the perſon, who, in 1645, was taken into cuſtody by 
order of the committee then fitting at Stafford, and releaſed upon 
the engagement of — Siracox, a parliamentarian, that Foley 
ſhould pay 150l. due from him to Giffard, The ſame Mr. Foley 
then being indebted 4001. on bond to Gough, of Wolver- 
hampton, a delinquent, was diſcharged from that obligation by 
the committee, upon his giving ſecurity (January 1.) to pay 
2001. at Midſummer next enſuing to the committee, of which 
number I find William Foley, eſq. but know not whether he was 
related to Thomas Foley of Aſton Forge. The next poſſeſſor of 
this eſtate was —— King; now, as we obſerved; it belongs to 
Rugely church, | 

The moſt conſiderable manſion at the Boſſes is that in the 
tenure of William Hardwick, under William Tenant,. eſq. for- 
merly the eſtate of this William Hardwick's father (of the ſame 
name), by purchaſe from the family of Fryth. The family of 
theſe Hardwicks were long ſettled at the More-houſe in Patting- 
ham. Their anceſtor Martin Hardwick, of the Mores, gentle- 
man, was in the civil war in the reign of Charles I. plundered 
more than once for his adherence to the Royaliſts, and particu- 
larly by captain William Gough's men from Wolverhampton 
garriſon ; the ſaid Martin Hardwick was alſo obliged to attend- 
the committee at Stafford as a delinquent, and to advance 5l. 
upon the propoſitions to raiſe four hundred thouſand pounds in 
the county of Stafford. William Hardwick, of the Boſſes, in 
1692 paid 4s. poll-tax for himſelf, his wife, and two children; 
and, in 1721, was one of the perſons that were active to re- 
cover Granada Brown's legacy to this pariſh, 

The lord of the manor owns the greateſt part of theſe lands; 


the remainder is in the hands of John. Dolphyn,. Stephen Symp- 
| ſon 
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fon of Lichfield (formerly Joſeph Vere's and Thomas Dickin- 
ſon's), Edward Milner, who poſſeſſes the other manſion, upon 
the other land called the Boſſes, and others. 

Near, are lands in this pariſh named the White Quail, 
formerly Harriſon's and Eleanor Wigan's ; late re- 
verend Edward Shaw's, of Wolverhampton, who hath con- 
veyed them (in 1769) to Joſeph Wood, of Walſal, with other 
eſtates, 


EET. j&8:T:0.\N 


The laſt hamlet we ſpeak of in the Shenſtone diviſion is 
Aion Parva, 10 named to diſtinguiſh it from Aſton or Eaſt 
Town Magna, near Birmingham. This village is ſituate three 
miles and a half South-Weſt from Shenſtone, upon ground riſing 
gradually all the way from the latter place, in which diſtrict 
it is reputed, and at ſuch a diſtance from it, on account of 
the brook that riſes upon the chace beyond Afton, paſling 
through the whole pariſh, and thereby ſeparating it into two 
parts ; Shenſtone ſide of the Bourne, and Stonall ſide of the 
ſame river. 

The owner of the chief manor in Aſton claims a right as lord 
of this manor, excluſive of Shenſtone, and extending itſelf con- 
ſiderably 
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ſiderably upon Sutton Colefield chace, for which there ſeems to 
be ſome reaſon, ſeeing Thomas Mereton, of Aſton, eſq. and 
William Fryth, of Shenſtone, eſq. joined as lords of the manor 
in enfranchiſing lands in the hamlet of Footherley, for the ad- 
vantage of John Adams, in the 3d year of the reign of king 
Charles I; alſo in 1664 (16 Charles II.), Thomas Scott, of 
Aſton, is named with Edward Fryth, and two other perſons, as 
granting privileges to Edward Thornton, in Footherley afore- 
ſaid, yet it is equally certain, that the inhabitants of Little 
Aſton acknowledge the lord of Shenitone manor, paſſing ſuit, 
and doing ſervice at the court-leet and court-baron of William 
Tenant, eſq. Andrew Hacket, eſq. who claims the rights of a 
manor in Aſton, and the lands in the. hamlet, with more in 
Colefield, and a portion acquired by purchaſe from the manor 
of Aldrich, informed me, that courts were formerly held at 
Aſton, to which the inhabitants come to do ſuit and ſervice ; and 
further affirmed, that ſeveral rolls of this kind were in the hands 
of —— Sadler, gent. his agent, who alſo aſſured me of the 
ſame. The aboveſaid portion of land taken out of Aldrich ma- 
nor, and annexed to Aſton Parva, was ſold by Edward Mount- 
ford, eſq. lord of it, to Sir Robert Ducie, of Aſton-hall, 
Rugeway, or Ridgway, upon the Colefield, or Colmesfield, 
was in early times the boundary between Sutton and Shenſtone 
pariſhes towards Aſton hamlet, as appears from a proſecu- 
tion commenced in the 17th year of the reign of Edward I. 
by Elias le Collier, for the recovery of three hundred pounds, 
of which he was robbed in the ſaid road or rugeway, which, it 
is expreſſed, divided the counties of Warwick and Stafford, lea- 
ving Sutton, Aſton juxta, and Birmingham, on the one fide, and 
Barre, Alrewick, with part of Shenſtone, upon the Stafford- 
thire fide. Elias le Collier had judgement to recover his mo- 


| 2 ney, 
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ney, and writs were directed to the ſheriffs of both ſhires to 
levy the ſaid ſum. | 

At the diſtance of half a mile from the ancient manſion, and 
half a mile from the preſent hall, ſtood a chapel dedicated to St. | 
Peter, ſubject to Shenſtone as a chapel of eaſe ; and, no doubt, 
as perſons of great fortune and character long reſided here, and 
ſeeing the tythes were, as far as we can underſtand, always ſe. 
parated from Shenſtone, was, in a great meaſure, independent 
of the pariſh church. Lately remained ſome ruins of a building 
on a ground riſing gradually from the old hall near the preſent 
grove, which might be either of the chapel, or the miniſter's 
houſe, with a covered well, and a barn, yet ſtanding. The 
land upon which the church ſtood is to this day called the 
Chapel- piece, and belongs to Andrew Hacket, of Sutton Cole- 
field, eſq. in right of his wife, daughter of Richard Scott, eſq. 
Richard de Afton, whom I look upon to have been lord of this 
place in the 35th year of the reign of Edward III. was witneſs 
to a deed of Richard Fitzwilliam; Hanway de Handſacre paſſing 
lands in Alderſhall, near Lichfield, to Eleonora de Handſacre. 

The Fowkes, perſons of note, were poſſeſſed of this ſeat 
and manor in 1583, On a viſitation of the heralds at arms, 
Thomas Fowke *, eſq. of Aſton Parva, was admitted to bear a 
coat, as a gentleman by deſcent. Simon Degge, the antiquary, 
alſo mentions this family to have been owners of Little Aſton. 
They poſſeſſed Gunſton, Handſacre, Brewood, Batchacre, lands 
in Gnoſall, and other places in Staffordſhire; alſo in Drymerſon 
in Glouceſterſhire, and Middleſex: in all likelihood they had 
their name from Fowke Grange in Staffordſhire. 

William Fowke, of Brewood, had iſſue two ſons, Roger and 
John, Roger, by his wife, daughter and heir of John Wy- 


* And John Fowkes of Gunſtone. 
baſton, 
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baſton, had William, who married Jane, daughter of John 
Streethey, of Streetway near Lichfield, eſq., and had iſſue Ed- 
ward, a prieſt; and Roger, who took to wife Margery, daugh- 
ter to John Whorwood, of Compton, eſq. By her he had a ſon 
William, who married Jane, daughter of James Leviſon, of 
Wolverhampton, eſq. and was father of Roger, who, by Joan, 
daughter and coheir of Roger Fowke, of Gunſton, had iflue 
Thomas (as I ſuppoſe, of Little Aſton), and four daughters; Mary, 
wife of Henry James, of Baddeſley; 2. Elizabeth, wife of Tho- 
mas Congreve, whom ſhe ſurvived, and afterwards married 
Thomas Green, eſq. 3. Mary *, wife of John Aldeyn, of Lon- 
don, eſq. (who died in 1665; ſhe died in 1679-80) by whom 
ſhe had John, and three daughters ; Barbara, Catharine, and 
Elizabeth; 4. Joyce, wife of Edward Dickinſon, of Bradley. 
John, ſon of the firſt William, of Brewood, by Agnes, 
daughter and heir of John Newman de Gunſtone (who bore. Sa- 
ble, a feſs wavy, between 6 dolphins, Argent), had iſſue Wil- 
liam, who married Elizabeth, daughter to Roger Swynnerton, 
eſq. and had iſſue Humphry and Thomas, who, by Margery 
daughter to Robert Lane, of Hyde, had a ſon Robert; he 
married Mary, daughter to lord Zouch of Harringworth, 
by whom he had a ſon Arthur. Alſo William had a third 
ſon, Roger Fowke, who, by Caſſandra, daughter to William 
Humfreſton, had ifſue John; who, by Anne his wife, 
daughter to John Bradſhaw, of Windley, had four ſons; 
1. Roger, who, by Margaret, daughter to Richard Morton, 
of Houghton, had ifſue five daughters; 1. Joan, wife of 
Roger Fowke, of Brewood, eſq. 2 Elizabeth, wife of Tho- 
mas Congreve, of Sewerden; 3. Joyce; 4. Catharine 5. Jane; 


* See Regiſter, and monuments in Stow church, near Lichfield. 
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2. Francis, who married Elizabeth, daughter to —— Comines, 


and to his ſecond wite Jane, daughter to John Ransford, of 
ew, relict of William Cuſper; 3. William, who married 
——, daughter and heir of —— Dyſon, eſq. 4. Thomas, who 
married twice; firſt, to Elizabeth, daughter to John Watts; ſe- 
condly, to ——, daughter to —— Cooper, of Enborn, he 
had iſſue Thomas, father of Richard; Anne (who married, and 
had iſſue Suſanna); and Elizabeth. Robert Fowke, of Sineſ- 
burgh in Derbyſhire, married Mary, daughter of Richard Zouch 
of Staffordale, in Somerſetſhire, by whom he had iſſue Charles, 
who died at Newhaven in 1563.; Arthur, William, George, 
Henry, Anne, and Elizabeth. 

We add farther, that John Fowke, in 1583, of Gunſtone, 
was allowed to be a gentleman, and to bear arms. Thomas 
Fowke, eſq. of Brewood, and Ferrers, his ſon, were poſſeſſed 
of lands in Little Wyrley, in the 11th year of the reign of 
Charles I. Roger Fowke, gent. had a ſon John, Ty 593-4 


and Roger, another ſon, born in 1598. 


Gerard Fowke was a captain in the royal army in the Civil War 
under Charles I. and afterwards was, with another gentleman 
of the ſame name, and a ſufferer in the ſame cauſe, whoſe ſeat 
was at Batchacre Grange, obliged to, compound for his eftate 
with the uſurpers. In 1643-4, the wife of the ſaid captain Ge- 
rard Fowke ſuffered in the loſs of her cattle, which were ſeized 
by captain H. Stone; to redeem them ſhe was ordered to pay 
down 3ol. January 6, and to advance 2ol. more upon the 27th 
of that month, for a protection; not being able in thoſe trou- 
bleſome times to raiſe that ſum, 101, was taken; yet was ſhe 
again plundered; for February 8 the committee at Stafford, on 
complaint being made, ordered captain Jackſon and lieutenant 
Hall to reſtore a horſe of her's ſeized at Gnowſall. On the 

| 17th 
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17th of September in the ſame year, four more cattle were 
taken from her, but reſtored, In December 1644, the horſes 
of —- — Fowke were ſeized, and returned upon the payment 
of 101. to the committee; that year Thomas Fowke, eſq. of 
Brewood, was compelled (for the uſe of the parliamentarians) 
to find two horſes worth 141. to pay 151. in money, and to 
promiſe 281. more within a month. Dorothy, widow of John 
Fowke, of Gunſton, received fome allowance from the committee 


about the ſame time, upon a petition, that her ſon Francis, ſer- 
jeant-major in colonel Martin's regiment, fell in the parliament's 


ſervice, and had left nine ſmall children. | 
John Fowke, in 164.3, was one of the ſheriffs for the city 
of London, and in 1661 member of parliament for the ſame. 
In later times we find William Fowke, of Cannock, gent, 
(George II.) who had ifſue Joſeph, born in 1748; George, in 
1752; Anne, who died in 1746; Ellen, born in 17543 and 
Anne, in 1764; but the principal line was continued in 
Fowke, eſq. of Wyrley Parva, lord of the manor of Brewood, 
who had iſſue Fowke, M. D. (well known m the hc 
world as a perſon of merit; he practiſed ſome time as a phyſi- 
cian, but when his eſtates fell to him he gave all his preſcrip- 


tions gratis; at length he was choſen preſident of the college of 


phyſicians in London); and three daughters, of which the eldeft 


was wife of —— Hufſey, of London, who had by her Phi- 
neas *, that married —— daughter of William Jeſſon, f 


Lichfield, gent. and ſiſter of William Jeſſon, counſellor in the 
law; which Phineas became, in right of his mother, one of the 
coheirs to the learned —— Fowke, M. D. He had iflye Phi- 
neas Huſſey of Little Wyrley, eſq. and a daughter Iſabella, both 
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unmarried ; alſo three other ſons, Fowke, ſurgeon and apothe- 
cary; Joſeph ; and Richard, a linen-draper in Wolverhampton, 
who, by ——, daughter of —— Becket, hath one ſon and 
one daughter. The ſecond ſiſter of the phyſician was married 
to John Holland, gent. father, by her, of John Holland, of 
Shrewſbury, M. D. The youngeſt ſiſter was wife of Robert 
Huntbach, of Wolverhampton, gent. whoſe daughter, wife of 
.. + . Hellicre, eſq. had jſſue an only ſon, Sir Samuel Helliei, 
of Woodhouſe, near Womburn in Staffordſhire, knight, late 
 high-ſheriff for the county of Worceſter, yet unmarried. The 
preſent Phineas Huſſey, eſq. is lord of a third part of Norton, 
Little Worley, in Norton, Brown Hills, lands in Landy-wood, near 
Cannock ; Brewood hall, and its appurtenances, he ſold in 
1766, to . . . . Plymnley, gent. The family, for two or three 
hundred years, had Ogley Hay, 'one-third of which came to 
Fowke Huſſey, and either is at preſent in Phineas Huſſey, eſq. 
or in Richard Gildart, eſq. lord of the manor of Norton under 
Cannock, by purchaſe. 

We alſo add, that John Holland * lived at Brewood hall, was 
a man of abilities, and had another ſon Fowke, linen draper in 
Salop. 

Arms of Fowke de Brewood; Vert, a fleur de liz, Argent; 
of Gunſtone, the ſame, with a creſcent for difference. 

The next poſſeſſors of Little Aſton were the Ducies, by pur- 
chaſe from the Fowkes, whoſe family I ſhall take ſome pains 
to ſpeak of, becauſe Simon Degge, who wrote in the reign of 
Charles II. in his ſpleen ſays, that alderman Ducy's ſon would 
take it ill not to be wrote e/quzre. | 


* He was alſo juſtice of the peace. 
| The 
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The family came out of Normandy, and had its eſtates in the 


county of Stafford from the time of king Edward II. when 
Ducy, their anceſtor, raiſed a regiment for queen Iſabel againſt 
that king, out of the Normans his countrymen, and was, moſt 
probably, after the depoſing that unfortunate prince, rewarded 
with lands in England. 

1 6 2-9. Ducy, in the reign of Henry VII. had iſſue James, 
who married Alice, daughter of Sir Richard Pype, of Belton in 
the county of Derby, knight (ſon of Richard Pype, of Wolver- 
hampton, eſq. and father of Sir Richard Pype, ſheriff of Lon- 
don in 1572, and lord mayor in 1578.); his ſecond ſon, Henry, 
married Mary, daughter and heir of Robert Hardy, eſq. and 
had iſſue Robert, a conſiderable perſon in 1618, being then 
a citizen of London, and alderman of Baſſiſnaw ward. At his 
own expence he glazed one of the windows of St. Lawrence 
Jury church, in which pariſh he lived (others of the inhabitants 
finiſhing the reſt), was of the merchant-tailors company, one of 
the ſheriffs for the city in 1620, knighted in 1628-9, lord 
mayor in the year 1630-1, created a baronet in the 5th year of 
the reign of Charles I. by letters patent, dated November 28. 
This Sir Robert was a conſiderable benefactor to St. James's 
church, and to St. Trinity in Aldgate, London, being preſent 
at the dedication of the latter, and was the ſame perſon to 
whom, as an encourager of learning and merit, was dedicated by 
an anonymous author, under the initial letters A. M. * the edition 
of Stowe's Annals in folio, publiſhed in 1633. Being immenſely 
rich, king Charles I. made choice of him for his banker, and 
at the beginning of the Civil War was indebted to him eighty 
thouſand pounds, all which he loſt ; at his deceaſe, however, he 
left 40,0001. and upwards, to his children. By his wife, Eliza- 


* Anthony Munday. = 
eth, 
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beth, daughter of Richard Pyott, alderman of London, he had 
iſſue four ſons, William, Hugh, Richard, and Robert. 

Sir Robert, baronet, bore, Argent, a feſs vaire Argent and 
Azure, between 3 cinquefoils pierced, 2 and 1, in a chief, a right 
hand couped at the wriſt. 

Of Hugh I find no more, than that he was created in the 
month of haul 166, one of the knights of the Holy Trinity, 
uſually called knights of the Bath. 

Sir William ſucceeded his father in the title of baronet, and 
in 1661 was created knight of the Bath the ſame day with Sir 
Hugh his brother, He lived ſome time at Little Afton, and was 
ſucceeded in the title of baronet by his brother Sir Richard, who 
was alſo reſident at Aſton hall, for, in 1667, Richard Ducy, of 
Aſton, twice paid towards the aſſeſſment for the royal aid. Au- 
guſt 29, 1679, we find the ſame perſon, or one of the name, 
buried at Shenſtone *. 

Of Robert, the youngeſt, we learn , that Sir Robert Ducy 
his father, alderman of London, purchaſed Little Aſton of 
Fowke, and gave it to Robert Ducy, his youngeſt fon ; this 
muſt have happened in king Charles the Firſt's reign, ſeeing, in 
December 1643, this Robert Ducy, eſq. of Aſton, was taken 
into cuſtody by order of the committee at Stafford , as a perſon 
no way devoted to ſerve the parliament's deſigns, and not re- 
leaſed till he had given his promiſe, and a note under his hand, 


either to return to Stafford as a priſoner within one month, or 


to ſend the committee tool.; the note I have ſeen, and it bears 
date January 6, 1643-4. This gentleman married Mary, daugh- 
ter of Sir Gabrie] Lowe, of Newark, in the county of Glou- 
ceſter, knight, by whom, as I conjecture, he had Robert and 


* See Regiſter. ' + See Degge. 
+ Committee notes; pen. Dom. Burks de Alderſhaw. : 
Richard 
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Aichard, who died, as above ſaid, in 1679; otherwiſe it will be 
difficult to reconcile the pariſh regiſter with Collins's Peerage, 
who calls Sir William and Sir Richard Dacy, baronets, uncles to 
Sir Robert Ducy's daughter and heir; alſo a daughter named 
Elizabeth. We are pretty certain his wife ſurvived him, and 
re-married * to Thomas Jolliff, of Coſton in the county of Wor- 
ceſter, eſq. and was buried at Shenſtone in 1663; a Wp of 
great goodneſs, and fine accompliſhments. 

Robert Ducy, of Aſton, eſq. was buried at Shenſtone, May 14, 
1664, which perſon I look upon to have been fon of Robert 
aforeſaid, and grandſon of Sir Robert, firſt baronet of this line. 

Another Robert lived at Afton hall in 1673. 

We obſerve in addition to the above account, that Sir Robert 
Ducy, baronet, among other eſtates, purchaſed Wickware, a 
large and corporate town in Glouceſterſhire, of the Delawars, 
which went to Sir William Ducy, his grandſon, created lord 
viſcount Downe, in the kingdom of Ireland, who leaving no 
iſſue, his ſiſter became his heir, and married to Mr, Moreton. 

The Moretons have long poſſeſſed the lordſhip of Engleton, 
in the county of Stafford. In 1383, upon the viſitation of the 
heralds at arms, Adam Moreton, of Wilbrighton, and Edward, 
of Engleton, were allowed to be gentlemen by deſcent, and to 
bear a coat. 

In the 3d, 4th +, and 14th, years of the reign of Charles J. 
Thomas: Moreton, of Engleton, eſq. as lord of Shenftone, 
jointly with William Fryth, of Murival in the county of War- 
wick, paſſed or enfranchiſed lands in this pariſh to ſeveral per- 
ſons, particularly in Nether Stonall and Footherley, in which 
laſt deed he is named ſon of Edward Moreton, of Engleton, alto 


* This does not appear in the Jolliſſe pedigree in Dr, Naſh's Worceſterſhire, I. 
p. 251. ＋ Chart. penes meipſum. ; | 
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in Little Hay, In May 1644, Moreton, of Engleton, eſq. 
was impriſoned by the committee at Stafford, and orders given 
him to pay tool. and if not done in a week, that he ſhould be 
diſtrained. In the reign of king Charles II. colonel Edward 
Moreton reſided at Little Aſton. 

Robert Ducie, the fourth ſon of Sir Robert * had only Eliza- 
beth, his daughter and heir; heir alſo to Sir Richard and Sir 
William Ducie, baronets, her uncles. She was married to Ed- 
ward Moreton, of Moreton and Engleton, in the county of 
Stafford. Matthew Ducie Moreton, their ſon, was on June 13, 
1720, created by king George I, baron Ducie, of Moreton, in 
the county of Stafford. He died in 1736 4, and was ſucceeded 
in the title and eſtate by Matthew, his ſon ; but his eldeſt ſiſter, 
Elizabeth, having, February 5, 1729, married to Francis Rey- 
nolds, eſq. fon to Thomas Reynolds, formerly a South Sea di- 
rector, the reverſion of the honour is ſettled upon her iſſue by 
the ſaid Francis Reynolds. 

Arms of lord Ducie Moreton, Argent, a chevron, Gules, be- 
tween three ſquare bnckles Sable: Creſt, out of a wreath a demi 
moorcock diſplayed, proper, comb and wattles, Gules: Supporters, 
two Unicorns, Argent, armed, mained, tufted, and hoofed, Or, 
gorged with a ducal coronet, party per pale, Or and - Gules, 
Motto, Per/everando, 

In 1663 reſided at Little Aſton Thomas Jolliff (whence his 
wite was brought to be interred), but whether as his home, or on 
a Viſit, is not very certain. 

We add, though a little out of its place, that Richard Ducie, 
eſq. of Froceſter in Glouceſterſhire, was an active royalift in the 
Civil War, in the time of Charles I, and when his party was 


* Collins's Peerage. | + May 2, 1725. Collins. 
cruſhed, 
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cruſhed, beſides his other loſſes and ſufferings, was obliged to 
pay the uſurpers, as a compoſition for. his eſtate and to 110 un- 
moleſted, the ſum of 846 1. 

To the Antiquary I offer an earlier aff of the Moretons. 
Geofirey Moreton de Moreton, in the gth year of the reign of 
king Edward II. (fo called from a low marſhy ground) beſides 
other eſtates, had a moiety of Church-over manor, in the county 
of Warwick. Thomas de Moreton (in the reign of Henry VIII.) 
had Atherſton lordſhip upon Stour, in the ſame county. 
Moreton had iſſue Andrew Moreton, of Moreton, in the 
county of Stafford, who marrying daughter of 
Knightley, of Knightley in this county (and of Wyrley, near 
Cannock, in the gth year of the reign of Edward II.), a 
younger branch of that ancient family had ifſue 3 ſons ; James, 
Thomas, and John, a prieſt, James took to wife „daugh- 
ter of Done, of Flaxyards and Utkington, in Cheſhire, 
and had iſſue by her Thomas, of Moreton, eſq. whoſe ſon and 
heir was Adam; both living in 1583. Adam died in the 12th 
year of the reign of James I. ſeized of the manor of Moreton, 
with 5 meſſuages, and 590 acres of land there; alſo 5 meſ- 
ſuages, 3 cottages, and 1200 acres of land in Wiltricton; 
one of his daughters was wife of James Fowler, of Penford, 
eſq. In the reign of queen Elizabeth Robert Moreton, of Baltrey 
in Staffordſhire, married , daughter of Sir John Markham, 
of Cotham, knight. 2 

Thomas, ſecond ſon of Andrew Moreton and Knightly, 
had the lordſhip of Engleton in Staffordſhire, which came into 
the family by a marriage with the heireſs of that ancient houſe 
of Engleton, or Ingleton. This Thomas, by Margery his wite, 
daughter to Shepherd, of Oakley, in the county of Stat- 
ford, eſq. had iſſue two ſons, Matthew and Richard; and 

A a 2 four 
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four daughters; 1. Elizabeth, daughter of.. . , Stapleton, of 
Liſlewood, eſq. 2. Joyce, wife of Thomas Rowley, of Hick- 
erley, eſq; 3. Alice, married to George Parſons, of Samburn 
in Warwickſhire, eſq; 4. Jane, wife of John Horne, of Stoke 
in Warwickſhire, gent. Matthew Moreton, by Alice his wife, 
daughter of Thomas Dickers, of Morehall in Staffordſhire, heir 
to her mother (Editha, daughter of Thomas Corbyn, eſq. of 
Corbyn's-hall, a great rovaliſt, by . . . . daughter of ......, 
More, eſq. of More-hall), had Edward, and five daughters; "2 
Mary; 2. Conſtance ; 3. Margaret; 4, Iſabel, wife of John 
Egington, of Robinſon in Staffordſhire, eſq; 5. Alice, wife of 
William Dickens, eſq. Margaret was wife of Francis Whit- 
wick, eſq, This branch of the Moretons aſſumed Engleton's 
coat of arms. Matthew Moreton died poſſeſſed of Buck fande, 
a meſſuage in Engleton ; another called Knightley's lands; two 
others called Gough's, one meſſuage in Horſebrooke, called 
Gough's lands ; lands in Brewood and Water Eaton ; three meſ- 
ſuages in Acton; lands in Dunſton, Bednall, and Penkrich, in 
the tenure of one Southern ; in Cliſby and Webb; with two 
parts in three of the herbage and pannage of Ogley Hay, in or 
near Shenſtone, 

After theſe families, Little Aſton manor paſſed by purchaſe 
to Richard Scott, of Birmingham in Warwickſhire, gent. He 
erected the preſent houſe in the modern ſtyle, of a neat brick, 
edged with poliſhed ſtone, upon a ſwell, riſing gently and gra- 
dually from the old manſion, which was in the manner of 
building in the reign of Charles I ; half timber, in a low, moiſt, 
and unhealthy ſituation ; a ſmall part of it is yet ſtanding (and 
is uſed as a ſtable), as it were to point out the falſe taſte of thoſe 
times. Elegant as this ſtructure was, and fine as its ſituation, 
Mr. Scott fell into another error, cuſtomary in his days, of en- 
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cloſing all round him, and as it were hiding and fencing his. 
manſion with high hedges of holly and other evergreens, which 
gave it a gloomy appearance ; but, perhaps, the following de- 
{cription given of it will convey the beſt idea to the reader. Aſton- 
hall, in the pariſh of Shenſtone, is a capital modern-built houſe, 
with offices convenient for a large family; to it belongs the 
manor of Little Aſton, and a conſiderable demeſne of land,. 
arable, paiture, and meadow ; has four large pools of water, and 
ſeveral ſtews for fiſh. A noted trouc-brook runs through the 
manor, which 1s 1n a fine ſporting country, adjoining to Sutton 
Chace, three miles from Sutton, ſix from the city of Lichfield, 
five from Walſal, and ten from Birmingham. The houſe is 
handſome, neatly fronted and ſaſhed four ways, is four ſtories 
high, and was built by Richard Scott, eſq, This gentleman. 
was a perſon of much merit and humanity, known in public 
life by his having ſerved the office of high-ſheriff of the county 
with reputation, and in private by an affable deportment to all 
about him, and his zeal to ſerve and oblige the pariſhioners- 
with whom he refided, He married Anne, one of the daugh--. 
ters of John Addyes, of Moor-hall in the pariſh of Sutton 
Colefield, eſq. and died, after being ſorely afflicted with the ſtone 
and gravel, aged 62, upon the 6th of June, 1734. His wife 
ſurvived him, and died of a cancer in her breaſt, November 25,. 
1754, aged 65. They left iflue only one daughter, Mary, 
born in 1713, at Aſton, baptized November 20, and married 
February 24 next after the death of her father, to Andrew 
Hacket, eſq. of Moxhull in the county of Warwick, to whom 
ſhe carried Aſton hall and other eftates. 

Andrew Hacket's family were ſettled in Lincolnſhire, of 
which I now ſhall ſay what is come to my knowledge of their 
genealogy, > 1 
| John. 


182 THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


John Hacket, biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry, his anceſtor, 
was a perſonage of high repute for his learning and public ſpi- 
rit, which brought upon him great ſufferings in the time of 
the rebellion, He was born in the Strand, Weſtminſter, and 
educated in the king's ſchool there; thence being removed 
to Trinity college, Cambridge, he was choſen fellow, and became 
a noted tutor to the children of many great families. Going into 
holy orders, he was chaplain to Dr. Williams, biſhop of Lin- 
coln, and lord chancellor of. England; afterwards chaplain to 
king James I. rector of Holborn, London, and of Cheam, in 
Surrey; in 1624, archdeacon of Bedford, alſo canon reſiden— 
tiary and prebendary of Mora in the church of St. Paul. In 
1631, he collected ſeveral thouſand pounds to repair Holborn 
church, then greatly decayed, which the parliament ſeized, and 
employed in the war againſt king Charles I. with that which was 
ſet apart for the repair of St. Paul's. He was of the committee 
to rectify the Liturgy, in hopes to diſpel the ſtorm falling upon 
the church, but this deſign was quaſhed by the bill for taking 
away Epiſcopacy. Ile even once put a ſtop to the bill; Holborn 
was taken from him; and at Cheam he was diſturbed and impri- 
ſoned for uſing the Liturgy, yet he held it till the Reſtoration, 
when he was offered the biſhoprick of Glouceſter, but refuſed 
it, In 1661, he was raiſed to the united ſees of Lichfield and 
Coventry. Upon the cathedral at Lichfield he ſpent in eight 
years 19,0001. of his own, and money procured for that end, 
with Toool. given by the chapter on Chriſtmas eve. In 1669 
he conſecrated that cathedral, and kept a feaſt for three days 
together, to ſhew his joy for accompliſhing ſo noble a work, 
which is indeed the admiration of the preſent times. He alſo 
laid out 10001. upon his prebendal houſe, the old palace being 
deſtroyed in the troubles. In his dioceſe he was exact, a con- 

ſtant 


ſtant preacher, and uſed his utmoſt endeavours to oblige his clergy 
to do the ſame, and adorn their doctrine with religious lives. He 
vas a great bene factor to Trinity college, and the public library, 
at Cambridge; alſo to St. John's college, and Clare hall. The 
good biſhop, of whom I could not ſay leſs, died October 28, 


1670, and was buried under a ſumptuous monument, ſet up 
by his ſon in his own cathedral, In 1671, were publiſhed un- 


der his name two books called © Chriſtian Conſolations;“ and 
a Century of Religious Diſcourſes,” folio, London, in 1675; 
with his“ Life,” written by Thomas Plume. 

Henry Hacket, of Grymley, Worceſterſhire, was a ſufferer. 
in the Civil War, and obliged to pay 300 l. compoſition for his 


eſtate to the uſurpers, Whether he was related to the biſhop- 


I have not learned. | 

The prelate had iſſue a ſon, Sir Andrew Hacket, knight, one 
of the maſters in chancery, who married one of three daughters; 
and coheirs of Lifle, of Moxhull in the county of War- 
wick, eſq. and by her had iſſue three ſons, Lifle, Andrew, and 
John, a clergyman, vice principal of Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge, under the famous and learned Dr. Bentley, and when 
ordered to read the order of the biſhop (viſitor of that college) 
to expel him, refuſed to be concerned. Liſle Hacket, of Mox- 
hull, eſq. had an only daughter, Mary, married to Sir Juſtinian 


Iſham, of Lambton in Northamptonſhire, baronet, member of? 


parliament for that county, who died March 5, 1737, without: 
ifue by his lady. 


Andrew, brother to Liſle, was father to Andrew, late of 


Moxhull, now of Sutton Colefield, eſq. by Mary his wife, now- 


living, daughter of Richard Scott, of Little Afton in Shenſtone, 
eſq. and hath iſſue Andrew, John, and Richard, clerk,' who hatly. 


a benefice in the county of Lincoln, and is yet unmarried.. 
Andrew 


4 
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Andrew married —— , daughter to John lord Leigh, of 
Stonely Abbey, Warwickſhire, and ſiſter to Sir Edward the pre- 
Tent baron and baronet ; ſhe died in London of the ſmall-pox 
in February, 1769, without iſſue. Andrew reſides at the fa- 
mily ſeat at Moxhull, which his father gave up on his mar- 
riage about the year 1767. This Andrew Hacket, junior, was 
high-ſheriff for the county of Warwick. 

John, ſecond ſon of Andrew Hacket, eſq. of Sutton Cole- 
field, became in 1766 heir to his uncle, John Addyes, of 
Moore-hall, Warwickſhire, eſq. and then took the name of 
 Addves. This John Addyes Hacket, of Moore-hall, was mar- 
ried to Jane, daughter to —— Scott, of Barr in the pariſh of 
Aldrich, eſq. (by his wife . . . daughter of.. . Whitby, of 
Hey wood, eſq. now of Langley-hall, near Sutton, lately of 
Colwich, in the county of Stafford) Auguſt 30, 1769. 

After the Scotts family left Aſton-hall it was: in the tenure 
of Richard Banner, of London; after of Perry Barre, eſq. In 
1741 he was named a commiſſioner in the act of parliament, 
by the appellation of Richard Banner, of Aſton-hall, eſq. He 
was a perſon of good breeding, and great humanity, eſpecially 
towards the poor, ſhewn, beſides his continual benevolence in 
giving a whole beef and three guineas at Chriftmas, yearly, to 
the diſtrefſed of his own pariſh. His ſtudy was fitted with a 
collection of the moſt choice and valuable books, which were 
when he left this place, ſold by Parcel, of Worceſter, 
his nephew, for ſeveral hundred pounds to - Anſon, of 
Shuck borough, in the county of Stafford, eſq. His wife was 
+ «+ «+», fifter to Griffith Davis, of Birmingham, an eminent 
Phyſician, diſtinguiſhed too for her charities, one inſtance of 
which we remark, which was the keeping a ſhop of phyſical 
drugs, in the management of which ſhe was directed by Sa- 

2 | muel 


ors Re 


muel Swynfen, of Swynfen, eſq. M. D. afterwards of Birming- 
ham, well known, and yet remembered for his ſkill in his pro- 
feſſion, and his care in his preſcriptions; this good lady died of 
a cancer in her breaſt. Her niece, Mary Griffith, only daughter 
and heir to Griffith Davis *, M. D. with a fortune of 3000 l. was, 
upon May 26, 1736, married in Shenſtone church to Sir Thomas 
Cave, of Stanford, in Northamptonſhire, baronet; her reſidence 
being then at Aſton, as ward to her uncle Richard Banner, eſq. 

This manſion was next in the holding of John petit, eſq. 
as I am informed, from 1743 to 1762, or thereabouts, a gen- 
tleman of great abilities and knowledge of the polite world ; to 
theſe were added what was preferable, compaſſion to the loweſt 
of his fellow-creatures, and great goodneſs. With him reſided a 
brother, who had ſerved in the army as a captain, equally wor- 
thy. In one word, the charity of the whole family ſeemed (their 
ſtation conſidered) to have no limits. The gentlemen adminiſtered 
phyſic, and preſcribed to their neighbours of a middle rank, 
whoſe circumſtances did not admit of much expence, as well as 
to the poor, not only of this pariſh, but of Aldrich, Barr, Sutton, 
Hill, and the hamlets adjoining, and with this they frequently ad- 
miniſtered money, and the neceſſaries of life. The lady of John 
petit, eſq. with her ſiſter and daughter, gave freely to ſuch' 
poor families, and to ſuch objects of humanity, as came within 
their ſphere, which alſo they ſearched out themſelves, ordered 
to have recommended to their notice, employing themſelves at 
other times, like Dorcas among the primitive Chriſtians, with 
making linen for the poor, eſpecially women with child, or in 
the bed of ſickneſs. In the year 1762, after the death of Mr, 
Petit, his widow left Aſton, and ſettled in Bloomſbury-ſquare, 
London, to the very ſenſible loſs and regret of all ranks in this 


* Lord of the manor of Thedingworth in Leiceſterſhire ; where a monument 
is placed to his memory. He died 1 in 1722, aged 54. 
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neighbourhood, The captain (Peter) died in 1768, and Mrs. 
Petit in 1767. 

John Petit, eſq. married Mary, daughter of Thomas Hayes, of 
Wolverhampton, eſq. and had iſſue John Lewis, M. D. of London, 
where he practiſed with great ſucceſs; and Mary Anne. John 
Lewis was educated at Queen's college, Cambridge, and took the 
degree of A. B. 1756, A. M. 1759, NMI. D. 1766, and in Novem- 
ber, 1769, married to —— daughter of —— Serces, eſq. of 
Hounſlow. He died May 27, 1780, leaving three ſons, John, 
Peter, and Lewis, all now living. ; 

William Penn, gentleman, held this manſion upon the de- 
parture of John Petytt, eſq. three or four years, at preſent of 
Aldrich ; his wife was Anne, daughter of Symcox, of . 

drich, gent. but hath no iſſue. 

In the year 1765, Humphry Minchin, eſq. took a leaſe of 
the houſe, with the manor of Little Aſton and all its rights, for 
99 years; and, about the feaſt of St. Michael in the ſame year, 
came from the neighbourhood of Reading, in Berkſhire, to reſide 
at this ſeat. Finding the place capable of improvement, he ſoon 
made great alterations, cutting down the fences and, hedges, 
which gave the houſe the appearance of a monaſtery, and laid 
out the many incloſures about it in the form of a park, for 
which the land was by its ſituation well adapted. The water in 
the center, and which paſſes through the park, is greatly in- 
creaſed and enlarged, ſo as to add to the beauty of the whole; 
the trees, which were planted irregularly, and intercepted the 
view from the houſe, are fallen, inftead of which clumps are ſet, 
which vary the ſcene, and conceal a barren heath on Cannock 
wood, or, in a few years, will effectually do ſo. The gardens 
adjoining to it were for the moſt part rooted up, and new ones 
made about a quarter of a mile South from the manſion, which 
now appears to the beſt advantage, exceeding the opinion of 

* thoſe 
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thoſe who remember it ſhut up with ever-greens and lofty firs, 


being indeed a handſome modern-built houſe. Shenftone 


church to the North of it, and Aldrich to the Weſt, are plea- 


{ing objects of view from it. The preſent poſſeſſor, for whom 
1 expreſs a particular reſpect, having lived a conſiderable time in 
his family, is a perſon of merit, of the greateſt politeneſs and 
| good-breeding, having been converſant in the manners of ſe- 
veral.- courts in Europe, viz. England, France, Germany, and 
Italy ; in each of theſe countries he hath not only travelled, but 
long reſided, and received, in part, his education, This deem 
is the only perſon who makes uſe of the paillaſſes (beds of ſtraw) 
under feather beds, as I am told is frequent in France, and which 
are of ancient uſe at Edburton manor in Bucks; the other beds in 
the family are mattreſſes. An elegant modern writer * hath a 
long note on ſuch cuſtoms in his Remarks upon Virgil, which 
will juſtify my mentioning this circumſtance, 

The family of Minchin took their name from Minchin-Hamp- 
ton, a market-town in the county of Glouceſter, of which place 


they originally were. This is alſo called the monaſtery of 


Hampton, becauſe it belonged to the houſe of nuns at'Caen in 
Normandy, whence, about the time of queen Elizabeth or king 
James I. John, William, and a third brother. . . Minchin, 
went into the kingdom of Ireland, and, there purchaſing lands, 
ſettled their ſeveral families. Paul, of Bogh, in the county of 
Carlow, was grandſon, or great grandſon, of one of the afore- 
named perſons; and, marrying Henrietta, daughter o ß 
Bunbury, eſq. of.. . . in Ireland, originally of England, and 
of- the ſame family with Sir Charles Bunbury, baronet, had 
iſſue Humphry, and two daughters, now living, Rebecca, wife 
of Daniel Toler, eſq. of Ireland; and Elizabeth, nn: : 
Paul, of Bogh, eſq. 5 in 1764. 


* Spence. 
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Humphry Minchin, of Afton hall, eſq. married Clarinda, one 
of the two daughters and coheirs of George Cuppidge, eſq. a 
noted banker of the city of Dublin : Anne, the other daughter 
and coheir, yet living, is the relict of John Dawſon, efq. ſon 
of Arthur, a baron of the exchequer in Ireland, who died in 
1767, without iſſue. By Mr. Minchin his lady hath iffue four 
ſons and five daughters; Paul, Spencer, George, and Henry; 
Henrietta, Anne, Clarinda, Louiſa, and Georgiana. Maria, 
aged thirteen, died at Aſton, and was buried in Shenſtone church, 
March 31, 1767. 

Humphry Minchin, eſq. was of Ganakil- caſtle, in the county 
of Tipperary in Ireland, ſerjeant at arms in Ireland, in the com- 
miſſion of the peace, and a colonel of militia there, as his fa- 
ther was. | 

We find, that Richardſon of PeirceButler, of Barrow Mount, in 
Ireland, captain of horſe, lain in 1650 in that kingdom, eldeſt ſon 
of Edward * lord viſcount Galmoy, in the reign of Charles I, by 
Anne his wife, daughter to Edward Woolley, D. D. biſhop of Clon- 
fert, had iſſue a daughter, wite of —— Minchin, of Tipperary. 

In 1721, Theobald Burke, of Kill and Moneycrower, in Ire- 
land, of the fame family as Sir John Bourke (de Burgo), viſcount 
Mayo, and baronet, married Catharine, daughter of 
Minchin, eſq. by whom he had iſſue one ſon, Arthur Anneſley, 
who died at Theobald; the father died in 1751, n four 
daughters. 

John Minchin, of Annagh in Tipperary, marie Penelope, 
daughter of Joſeph Cuff, eſq, of Caſtle-inch in Kilkenny, and 
ſiſter to John, created baron Deſart , in Kilkenny, by whom 


See Lodge's Pecrage of Ireland. 
t By king George II. in 1733. 
he 
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he had iſſue four ſons and three daughters; Charles, Humphry, 
John, and Boyle; Penelope married to Thomas Minchin, eſq. 
her couſin-german ; Jane to Henry Stoteſbury, of Freſhford, 
eſq. who died in 1741; and Mary to Michael LEW of Kil- 
kenny, eſq. 

Near Aſton hall ſtands a manſion, known for its having been 
in poſſeſſion of a good family, named Sedgwick, and before 
them of the Offleys, as ſay ſome records ; yet it ſeems to me, 
that the Sedgwicks were prior to the Offleys in this place, con- 


firmed by ſome deeds, which take no notice of the latter till the 


reign of king Charles II. nor indeed does the regiſter. I am 
ready, therefore, to conclude, that they lived here at the ſame 
time, and in ſeparate habitations. 

In 1558 (5 Mary), James Sedgewick, by. . . . . . bis wife, 
had children living, William; Mary, who died in 1606; and 


Elizabeth. William, of Little Aſton, died in March, 1607-8, 


having iſſue by Mary his wife (who, ſurviving, died in 1609-10.) 
as J think, Wenlock, Roger, and Rowland. Wenlock had iſſue 
William, born in 1656-7, died in 1660. Dorothy, his mo- 
ther, then a widow, died in 1673; Wenlock died in 1658. 
Michael, by Anne his wife, had iſſue Henry, born in 1672. 
James Sedgwick married Mary Bowman in 1674, and had chit 
dren, Raphael and Elizabeth. Michael, by Sarah his wife, hæd 
iſſue Michael, born in 1682, died in 1686; and Sarah in 1702. 

I find a Wenlock Sedgwick, brother to James; and Henry, 
who lived at Pelſal, and married twice, but died without iſſue. 
Wenlock ſettled at Sutton Cotefield, or Wild Green, near it, and 
left one ſon *, if no more. James as aboveſaid lived at Afton, but 
gave the eſtate up to his ſon Raphael upon his marriage with 


Henry, living in 1677-8. 
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——, daughter of | Gough, of O14 Fallings, near Wol- 
er eſq. and reſided at Sutton; as did alſo afterwards 
Henry his brother, to whom Raphael, of Little Aſton, gent. 
became heir. Raphae! reſided at Aſton in 1677, for that 
year he is named as a witneſs to the ſettlement of a dower by 
James Adams, of Footherley, upon Mary (Sedgwick) his m_ 
and died in 1689-90. 

James Sedgwick, of Aſton, gent. by Mary his wife (who died in 
1712) had iſſue Wenlock (who died in 1715, at Lichfield), Henry, 
and James of Wolverhampton, who deceaſed in 1735; Margaret, 
married in 1713 to Joſhua Symonds, of Birmingham. Henry, 
by Elizabeth his wife, had iſſue John, born at Aſton in 1734; 
Henry, born in 1738; Anne, Mary. Elizabeth, and Sarah. 

We add, that in the 19th year of the reign of James I. John 
Sedgwick had lands in Stonall; that Henry, in 1684, witneſſed 
a deed of John Turner, gent. of Sutton, and Joan his wife, 
paſſing lands in Stonall to John. Stoſtes of Oldfallings, but are 
not certain that theſe were of the Aſton line. 

In 1667, the widow Sedgwick, and Henry her ſon, paid to the 
aſſeſſment for aiding the king. In 1692, James paid 5s. poll- 
tax for himſelf, his wife, and three children, all of Little 
Aſton. 

In 1675s Michael Sedgwick married Elizabeth Sylveſter, ado 
died with her infant ſon Michael, in child-bed, in 1677. 

Thomas (whom ] ſuppoſe to be ſon and heir to James of Wolver- 
hampton) was of Wolverhampton, and Overpenne, doctor of phy- 
ſick : he married. Anne, daughter and heireſs of Thomas Bardney, 
eſq. of Netherpenne, and had iſſue by her a fon Thomas, who died 
aged 7. As the had no other child by him, the eſtates at Penne 


* Elizabeth Hilton, of Middleton. 
and 
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and elſewhere, which he enjoyed ſome years after her deceaſe, 
paſſed to Thomas Bradney, eſq. of Penne, ſon of Thomas Brad- 
ney, of Wolverhampton, and in the commiſſion of the peace, 
with the tythes of Upper and Lower Penne ; in failure of male 
iſſue, lands of 500 l. per annum, and irnprovable, deſcend to 
William Hilliar, of Wolverhampton, and James Billingſley, ſiſ- 
ter's ſons of Thomas Sedgwick, M. D. and his heirs, by virtue 
of a ſettlement made by Anne Bradney aforeſaid, wife of this 
Thomas. Thomas Bradney hath iſſue yet three daughters. 

William Hilliar conveyed the Aſton eſtate to John —_—_ of 
Wedneſbury in Staffordſhire, gentleman. 

Butler (an appellation derived from Pincerna, the name of an 
office) had iſſue James, of Alreways, near the city of Lichfield, 
who was father“ to John and Richard, who was in the iron 
trade with —— Turton, of the Oak in Weſt Bromwich, and af- 
terwards lived at Hall-end in that Pariſh. He married Mary, 
daughter to.. . . Blackham, gentleman, and ſiſter to Sir Ri- 
chard, created a baronet in 1696, 7 William III. and to Charles 
Blackhar, late of Birmingham, eſq. John, the eldeſt, ſettled 
in Maryland, and had no iſſue. Richard and Mary Blackham 
had iffue Charles, or Richard, who went to his uncle in Mary. 
land, and had iſſue there; John, and Thomas, of Wolver- 
hampton, deceaſed, and left iſſue; alſo two daughters; Eliza- , 
beth, wite of Marſh, of Weſt Bromwich, by whom, at 
her death, ſhe left two ſons and two daughters, yet living; and. 
Sarah married to Richard Mann, of London, living in 1769. 

John (died in 1768). married Anne, ſole daughter and heireſs 
of — — Barnet (who died in 1755), and had iflue by her Richard, 


# By . . . . daughter of . « .. Gueſt, of Worceſterſhire, clerk. 


who 
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who died young; John; Elizabeth married (November zo, 
1754) to Harry Sanders, clerk; they had iſſue one ſon, John 
Butler, aged 14 (1769); ſhe died October 20, 1760; Anne, 
wife of George Coxe Stubbs, of Huntingdon, near Cannock, 
gent. who died in 1768, leaving iſſue Eleanor, who died an 
infant, and Martha, wife of Jonathan Kenrick, of „ 
gent. by whom ſhe hath children. 

John Butler, ſon of John, and Anne Barnet, married in I757 
Mary, relict of —— Chandler, of Loadon, gent. and daughter 
of —— Kenrick, by whom he had iſſue John, who died young, 
of the ſmall pox ; and a daughter, who died an infant. 

The firſt of the Offleys were Thomas, of Gorſeot, in the pa- 
Tiſh of Walſall, and Richard, of Brynton, in Staffordſhire, who, 
in 1661, and 1662, purchaſed lands in Nether Stonall and Lit- 
tle Aſton; alſo in 1663, at Lynden, at which time Thomas 
lived in the pariſh. By Joan his wiſe he had iſſue Thomas, 
John *, of London; alſo Joan, wife of John Turner, gent. of 
Sutton Colefield. 

In 1684, Thomas Offley's daughter, Joan Turner, CEP 
lands in Stonall, given her by her father, for which Richard, of 
Brynton, was truſtee. In 1686, Joan, her mother, was a wi- 
dow. In 1687, Richard Offley had lands in Stonall, and the 
Heathfield in that berwick, with Offley Flatt ; that year he poſ- 
ſeſſed in that hamlet lands which were originally part of the 
Moſs-houſe manor, tor which he paid 3s. 8d. rent, as chief, to 
the king's receiver. 

The Bradſhaws, of Aſton, had lands here ; but, as I find no 
mention of them in the Regiſter, ſuppoſe they did not reſide 
here; the eſtates of the Offleys and Bradſhaw being in the 


Born at Shenſtone in 1665. 


heirs 
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heirs of Thomas Sedgwick, M. D. were conveyed to the late 


John Butler, gent. with the rectorial tythes of this hamlet of 


Little Afton, and from him deſcended to John Butler, his only 
ſurviving ſon. 


A meadow, named to this day Bradſhaw's meadow, was 'af- 


terwards the property of Robert I, of wn gent. 
and paſſed with his eſtates. 

At a little diſtance from Butler's ** fands a neat manſion, 
formerly belonging to a gentleman's family named Darby. 

In 1667, John Darby reſided here, and paid to the aſſeſſ- 
ment for the royal aid; and the ſame year to the additional aſ- 
ſeſſment with Baglies. 

In 1692, we find here John Darby W his ſon), who died 
in 1704, and Elizabeth, his widow, in 1707, when the eſtate 
came to —— Collyns, gent. of Aſton, William Collyns was 
of Aſton in 1583, and had iſſue Robert; Elizabeth, wife of Ri- 
chard Aſtley, gent. 1599; Joan, who died in 1600; Alice, 
married to Thomas Bromley, gent. in 1601, Robert, by Anne 


his wife, had iſſue Sampſon, Robert, and John. Elizabeth, 
wife of Sampſon, died in 1658, leaving a ſon Sampſon, who 


married (1670) Suſannah, daughter of 


Cooke, of Afton, 


by whom he had iſſue Joſeph, and John *. John, third ſon of 


Robert, died in 1684; the ſaid Robert had alſo two- daughters, 
Anne; and Margery, wife of Richard Maddox, of Armitage, 
gent. Robert, ſecond ſon of Robert, 'in 1667, paid to the royal 


aid, and died in 1671, leaving iſſue Robert and Anne, —— 


Collins, of Aſton, gent. died in 1716; by Anne, daughter of 
—— Walker, gent. (by his wife ——, daughter of John Dol- 
phyn, eſq. of Shenſtone Moſs,) he had iſſue William, born 


* Alſo Anne, wife of . . . .. Wakeman, of London; in 1665, a widow.” 
Cc in 
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in 1714; John, in 1715; alſo Anne, who died in 1713; and 
Ellen, married to Tyrer, of Cannock, by whom ſhe left 
one daughter, William married twice; firſt, to —— —, by 
whom he had William (died 1745-6), and Honour, a daughter, 
wife of —— Giles; ſecondly, he married Mary, daughter of 
Roger Smith, eſq. of Froleſworth, in Leiceſterſhire, and ſiſter 
to Edward Smith *, eſq. LL. D. of Edmondthorpe, in that 

county; by whom * had iſſue, now living, two ſons, John, 
and William; alſo Catharine. 

William Collins, gent. died in March, 1769, and his widow 
hath removed to Tettenhall, near Wolverhampton. 

A family of note lived here, named Valter. 

Richard Walker, gent. paid 58. poll-tax in 1692; and died 
in 1702-3. By Anne his wife he had iſſue a fon William. 

Charles, ſecond ſon of Charles Floyer, deceaſed, brother to 
Ralph of Hintz, eſq. was + tenant at the manſion late William 
Collins's, gent. now the eſtate of the lord of the manor, by pur- 
chaſe from the ſaid William Collins in 1766, with his other 
lands in Little Aſton in poſſeſſion of the late Thomas — 
deceaſed, and William Mills. 

About a century ſince, the family af Cook had a manſion i in 
this village, with lands adjoining (partly now in John Butler, 
partly in late William Collins, now William Tenant's, efq.), called 
the Henns Haſſans, Oakhurſt, and Oxhouſe ; and a tan-houſe, 
with field land. In 1667, the widow of John Cooke, gent. and 
John Cooke, paid to the royal aid; in 1692, the widow Cooke 
Paid to the poll-tax. Cooke, of Aſton, had. ifſue John, 
who, in 1659, married Margery, daughter of Matthew Jelliffe, - 


Member of Parliament for Leiceſterſhire ; he died in 1762. 
off At an 1769. 


of 


of Hintz, gent. and had iſſue John, Rowland (who died in 16 10), 
Elizabeth, Margery (died in 1667-8), and Anne. Farther we 
cannot trace this branch with certainty. Thomas, ſon of Anne 
Cooke, widow, died in 1667. Several of the name had lands 
in Shenſtone village, the Aſhcrofts, and other hamlets in the 
pariſh, and might be of the ſame lineage, as I am aſſured they 
. were from one general anceſtor in Shenſtone ; we find them the 
ſecond named (1759) in the regiſter, and to this day enjoying 
good eſtates. 

John Cooke, gent. poſſeſſed the large old manſion, half tim- 
bered, in the mode of building in his time, whence I con- 
clude, he erected this near Aſton Green, or at leaſt the pur- 
chaſer from the Cookes, Mr. Goldſmith. Of this name we find 
one very buſy parliamentarian, much employed by the committee 
at Stafford during the troubles in 1644-5 ; and ſnppoſe he fiſhed 
ſo artfully in theſe diſturbed waters as to acquire a ſum ſuffi- 
cient for himſelf and ſon to purchaſe this eſtate, with others in 
the neighbourhood. John Goldſmith, gent. left iſſue two daugh- 
ters; Catharine married (1721) to William Dudley, of Har- 
born, whoſe grandſon enjoys the Aſton lands; and ——, wife 
of Thomas Coxe, of Coleſhill in Warwickſhire, attorney at law. 

Upon Afton Green ſtands a good old houſe, formerly the pro- 
perty of William Nabbes, eſq. afterwards of Thomas Foley, eſq. 
by purchaſe ; ſince of the Coopers; and, by inheritance, of Tho- 
mas Cooper Smallwood, late of Birmingham. ; 

William Nabbs, of Stafford, eſq. in the reign of James L pur- 
chaſed of the Trenthams, lords of Rocheſter in Staffordſhire, 5001. 
per annum, lands, if not that ſeigniory or manor of Rocheſter, 
with the tenements that were in leaſe; but from whom he pur- 


chaſed the Aſton eſtate I know not. | | 
Cc 2 "a The 


—— 
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The Coopers, for ſome generations, have been perſons of pro- 
perty, and reſident either at Aldrich, where yet remains a 
neat manſion of theirs, near the church, at Aſton Parva, or the 
Birchleys in Lyndon, — Cooper had Antony, of . Shen- 
ſtone, in queen Elizabeth's reign, father of William, Thomas, 
John, Jane (1598), and Ellen, Thomas died in 1667 ; Wil- 
liam and John had children, John Cooper, of Worceſter, gent, 
ſold (1665) lands in this pariſh, called Dukes-field, to Ann 
Wakeman, of London, widow, daughter of Sampſon Collins, 
of Aſton. 


Cooper, of Aldrich, or Aſton, had iſſue William 
Cooper, clerk, whoſe children were, 1. Thomas, who died young, 
and unmarried; 2. John; 3. William, a clerk, who had a be- 


nefice in the Moorlands, left one daughter; ſhe died without 


iſſue ; 4. Richard, who died young; and three daughters; 
Mary, wife of... . Henne, of Birmingham; Elizabeth; and 
Anne, wife of John Wigan, of Aldrich, ſhe died without iſſue; 
Elizabeth was married to.. . . Smallwood, of Birmingham, by 
whom ſhe had a ſon .... ., father of Thomas Cowper Small- 
wood, John Cowper anita Mary, daughter of. Leigh. 
attorney at law, at Aldrich, father of John Leigh, vicar of 
Shenſtone and Whittington; the laſt was given him by this 
John Cowper, his brother-in-law, after which he fold the ad- 
vowſon to.. . . Levett, eſq. of Lichfield, whoſe ſon, the reve- 
rend Richard Levett, enjoys it. I here add to what is already 
ſaid of John Leigh, clerk, and his family, that by Sarah. . , 
his wife, of Cleybrook in Leiceſterſhire, he left a daughter Ca- 
tharine, born in 1743, who died unmarried in 1769, at Pack- 
land Hall, in the county of Warwick, and was entombed in 
Shenſtone church, April 15. Sarah, widow of the reverend 
John Leigh, died in 1745. Thomas, brother of this John 


Leigh, 
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Leigh, marrying the daughter and heir of.... Fetherſtone &, 
or Fetherſtonagh, took the name and arms of that family, and 
had iflue one daughter, heir to her mother; ſhe died unmarried 
at Pack wood, in 1769, By his ſecond wife, daughter of Tho- 

mas Lane, of Bentley Hall, near Wedneſbury (deſcended of an 

ancient ſtock at Hyde and Bentley, in Stafford ſhire, diſtinguiſhed 
for their loyalty to king Charles I. and king Charles II. and for 
being notable agents in preſerving the latter prince after the bat- 
tle of Worceſter), he had iſſue one daughter, who died at Pack- 
wood in 1768, leaving by.. .. Dilke, of Maxtock Caſtle and 

Pack wood, ſeveral children. 

John Cowper, gent. of Little Aſton, and Mary Leigh, ha- 
ving no iſſue, Thomas Cowper, of Aldrich, was his heir, and, 
as I think, his nephew (fon of Thomas), who reſided at Newark 
upon Trent, Nottinghamſhire, where he married in 17 56, and 
died in 1768, without iffne ; upon whoſe deceaſe, Thomas Cow- 
per Smallwood aforeſaid became heir to his eſtates in Aldrich, 
with the old family manſion there; allo to that in Little Afton, 
with the Birchleys, Owls Hall, in Lyndon, and other lands. This 
gentleman, late of Birmingham, now of Aldrich, 1s married, 
but hath no iſſue, | 

find mention of Thomas Cowper, clerk, who, by Mary his | . 
wife, had iſſue Richard, born in 1700; and another Richard, | 
born in 1702, in this pariſh; alſo of Mr. Thomas Cowper, li- 
ving here in 1706, moſt likely of the lineage of thoſe at Aſton, 
Thomas, who died in 1667, was the perſon who refided at Owls - 8 
Hall in Lynn, and left ten ſhillings yearly to poor widows, as we | 9 
have already obſerved. | 


Thomas Leigh, of Aldrich, gent. married Dorothy Fetberſtone, of Packwood, 
at Shenſtone, 1720. | 
3 | Scott 
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Scott Cradock, gent. (nephew to Richard Scott, - eſq.) lived at 
Aſton in 173, and carried on the iron- works at the torge, half 
a mile below the village. He married Elizabeth Griffyths, and 
died in 1740, leaving iſſue three daughters, Mary, Anne, and 
Elizabeth. 

This forge, now in the tenure of John Wood, of Wedneſ- 
bury, gent. is the property of Andrew Hacket, eſq. as are the 
water mills for grinding corn in the holding of William Mills, 
and the wood or large coppices near Radley Moors; with a farm 
of eighty acres of land, lying near the forge, with an extenſive 
right of common, late in the poſſeſſion of Thomas Hammond, 
\ deceaſed, after of Thomas Legar, now of Thomas Ward, of 
Aſton, and.. . . Jordan, of Hill. Theſe, with other eſtates, 
came to Andrew Hacket, eſq. in marriage with Mary Scott. 
Lands, called the Liffes, formerly Prophet's, Row Meadows, and 
Moors, formerly Jordan's (who yet have a little farm here), were 
in the late William Collins, from whom they went to William 
Tenant, eſq. 

John Birch, in 1667, paid, with his mother, a widow, to 
the aſſeſſment for the royal aid; he, and Elizabeth his wife, ſold 
ſixteen acres in the adjoining moor, to William Pretty, of 
Faſely, gent. on a leaſe of 500 years, who paſſed them to John 
Brown of Thornes; he to James Adams, of Footherley, con- 
firmed by Rowland Fryth, lord of the manor ; witneſſed by 
John Brown, Joſeph Surten, and George Bulkeley. 

Aſton, which is in circle not leſs than four miles, is bounded 
South by the Chace, or Colefield, to the Bourn ; next by the 
pariſh of Aldrich, extending itſelf towards Mill Green, and the 
great road between London and Cheſter ; North, by the Boſſes, 
and onward by Radley Moor, and Radley Moor End ; Eaſtwardly 
by Hill, or Little Sutton, to the Chace. TE 


The 
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The whole of Aſton, generally ſpeaking, is very bad land, 
and full of moraſſes. The famous Ickenild road enters this 


pariſh at Aſton, of which I mean to ſpeak particularly here- 
after. | 


The ſecond great diviſion of Shenſtone pariſh is named Stonall 
ſide of the Bourn; in it are reckoned Over-ſtonall, Nether- 


ſtonall, Lynn or Lyndon, Thornes, Cheſterfield, Wall, ill 
Town, or Swynfen. 


STONHALL hath different derivations ; from the ſtony well, for 
ſuch there was in this berwick; from the ſtony hill on which 
the town ſtands, or from Stone Hall, it being named in a deed 
dated 1 140 Stonebala. 

That part of Stonall ſuperior which hes neareſt the church 
is full two miles from it, thence extending itſelf two miles to 
Shire Oak Tree upon Walſall wood. The village, or town, is 
ſituate on a fine riſing ground on every fide affording an exten- 
ſive and delightful proſpect from its ſummits; the Caſtles and 
Shire Oaks hill into the countics of Salop, Worceſter, Leiceſter, 
Derby, Warwick, if not Cheſhire; itſelf ſtanding nearly in the 
center of Staffordſhire. It lies in ſuch a manner, as in a good 
meaſure to be ſeparated from the reſt of this pariſh by large 
roads, being divided from Lynn and Nether-ſtonall by the high- 
way from Birmingham and Little Aſton, through Thornes, 
from a part of Lynn by the Whitacres and Sandalls, running in 
cornerwiſe to Caſtle Hill, and by the Lichfield road to Walſall, 
| 55 the pariſh of Aldrich, a conſiderable length, with Druids 
heath 
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heath to Thornes; in the whole, above five miles compaſs. 
Over-ſtonall, ſoon after the Conqueſt, was the properiy of the 
D'Oyleys, of which noble houſe lord Robert Fitz Nigel! D'Ovley, 
in 1129, gave it to the abbey of Oſney in the county of Yx« 
ford, by the name of one of the two Stonhala's, with heir 
chapels ; but, as other places are paſſed in the ſame chatter, ] 
am not perfectly ſatisfied that this town or hamlet had any 
chapel, that of Stonall inferior lying ſo near as half a mile, and 
therefore ſuch a place of public worſhip ſeems unneceſſary in 
Over-ſtonall. 

. DOyley *, high conſtable of England, who gave the 
manor of the Moſs, in Shenſtone, to the abbot of Oſeney, had 
a caſtle in this place, called Old Fort. 

There are in many places of this kingdom fortifications made 
of earth, caſt up into high entrenchments, with large ditches 
round them, in ſuch manner and form as the high places would 
admit of, that may be preſumed to be of the old Britons. That 
they fortified after this manner, as well as with ſtones, we have 
the evidence of Tacitus, who ſays, that the Iceni (a. people 
ſeated in this part of the country, as well as on the other ſide of 
the kingdom) choſe for their place of fighting a ſituation fenced 
with a bank + of earth, having a narrow entrance to keep off the 
horſe. Of the ſame kind was this at Over-ſtonall, where was an 
old fortification upon the eminence, well known by the name 
of the Caſtles, or Old Fort (carum vetus, in Britiſh Caſtlebean), 
encompaſſed with a trench j 16 ** broad. There ſeem to have 


See papers of Richard Wilkes, M. D. 

+ — agreſti aggere, aditu anguſto ne pervius equiti foret locus. Tacitus, 
Annal. xii. Fe. 

IT One — and ſixty paces broad between the two entrances at leaſt. 


been 
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been two ways of entrance, on the South-eaſt and North-weſt 
ſides. Dr. Plott is of opinion alſo, that this was a Britiſh ram- 
part, though the reaſon of the name Oldfort may be the moſt ſatis- 
factory; it might have the appellation from its owner, Oylesfort, 
or by corruption Oι fort, To the caſtles, and called from them, 
belongs a conſiderable quantity of land, fold by Thomas Dick- 
enſon to the late lord of the manor, now a farm in the tenure of 
James Penn, under William Tenant, eiq. 

At the extreme part of the pariſh, one mile from Upper- 
ſtonall, is Cazr's hill (forte Canuze's hill), upon Cannock-wood, 
univerſally allowed to be a low, or tumulus, on the great Roman 
road called Watling-ſtreet, | 

It was the conſtant cuſtom of the Romans to make their fu- 
neral monuments, or tumuli, near the highways, whence * ſiſte 
viator, and * abi viator' (ſtop, or go on, traveller), were proper 
terms in their inſcriptions, but very abſurdly taken from them, 
and put upon monuments in the infide of a church, of which we 
have too many inſtances. The Pagan Britons, Saxons, and 
Danes, made their tombs very like the Roman tumuli, from 
which word came the French rombeaux. Numbers of theſe ſepul- 
chral hills, by the country people called byrro0ughs (from Beorg, 
a Saxon word for collis, a hill), are to be met with in this iſland, 
and of different magnitudes, according to the quality of the of- 
ficer entombed. The loweſt was not buried without each ſol- 
dier under his command laying a turf on the grave; and the 
S. T. T. L. on ſome monumental inſcriptions (/t tibi terra levis), 
i. e. May this earth be light,” plainly alludes to this cuſtom. It 
cannot then be wondered at, that theſe tumuli of ours are often 
of extraordinary bulk; when, upon a general there went the 
whole power of the Roman army in Britain, as well as many of 
the natives, to raiſe them. They ſeem to have been raiſed from 

| D d 6 a flat 
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a flat ſuperficies, and the deficiencies near them generally ſhew 
where the earth was taken, Inſtances of it appear at Holgate, 
near the city of York, where three ſuch hills were raiſed for 
Severus the emperor; one to his memory, the other two in ho- 
nour to his ſons. No ſort of monument can ſubſiſt longer, for 
nothing but an earthquake can deſtroy them. Seneca mentions 
them as great“ banks of earth raiſed to a great height. 

It ſeems too, that the Romans burnt the bodies of the ſlain 
to. prevent the abuſing of the dead bodies; as. was the caſe of 
Quintilius Varius, their general, ſlain in Germany by enemies 
that thirſted after an inhumane and hoſtile revenge ; otherwiſe 
it was not cuſtomary among them. Several lows or barrows 
have been dug up, and burnt bones and charcoal have been 
found. | 

If any conſul, or eminent warrior, died in their expedition, his 

body was burnt upon the level, near the Via Strata, or Militaris, 
great roads. Having by this method deprived the exaſperated 
enemy of their hope of ever being able to abuſe the dead body, 
they likewiſe prevented their ſcattering the bones in haſte, when 
the whole army heaped upon them pure graſſy turfs cut from 
the ſurface of the ground, which is the reaſon why it doth not 
appear by any hollowneſs whence the earth was taken that raiſed 
the tumulus. ET 

On the borders of Shenſtone on the Cannoc, adjoining to the 
Watling-ſtreet, is a riſe or ſwell of land, with three trenches ; 
the circuit of this riſe is nearly eighty three yards; it hath the 
appearance of a barrow, and, having a fir tree growing on the 
center, ſerves as a*guide or landmark to ſtrangers over a wild 
and deſolate heath, The neareſt trench 1s five or fix yards deep, 


* Terrenos tumulos in magnam eductos celfitudinem. - 
| reckon- 
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reckoning its gradual deſcent from the plain ground; the ſecond 
is nearly the ſame ; the third is full fix yards; though greatly 
below the Caſtles and Shire Oak hills, it affords no — 
view of the adjoining country. | 

Dr. Plott gives an account of this place in the following terms : 
« Of what uſe was the treble entrenchment on the South ſide 
„ of the Watling-ſtreet, near Frog-Homer, called Knaves-ca/tle, 
« which is not above forty, or at moſt fifty yards diameter, in 
« the middle whereof there is a round hill, now excavated, I 
« cannot imagine, being ſo very ſmall. The tradition is, that 
« this heath being formerly all wood, and much infeſted with 
“ robberies, here was a watch ſet to guard ſtrangers over it, for 
« which the paſſengers allowed ſome ſmall gratuity. Others ſay, 
that the robbers themſelves harboured in this place, and that, 
therefore, it was called Knaves-caſtle *. Though there remain 
no ſigns of a fort, it ſeems very likely to have been one to guard 
ſtrangers paſſing over ſo wild and dreary a country as Cannoc wood 
is at preſent; much more was it ſuch formerly, when full of woods 
and thickets. I am inclined to give the name of it another ſolu- 
tion, that it was Canute's or Knute's caſtle, now corruptly Knaves- 
caſtle, who, after the troubles between king Edmund Ironſide 
and himſelf were appeaſed, might place ſuch guards or ſtations . 
to keep in quiet the lawleſs in this part of Mercia, which was 
utterly uncultivated, or ſuch as, being adherents to his rival, 
| would not ſubmit to his government. This, though a conjec- 
ture, ſeems not improbable, Cannoc, or Canute's wood, being 
ſo called from him. 

Half a mile from Knute's, or Knaves-caſtle, are Occamſley 
pits, of which there are ſeveral ſo named, and, though not in 


* Dr. Plott. Staffordſhire, c. X. § 84, p. 448. 
1 the 
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the pariſh, may deſerve notice. They lie upon or near the 


Watling-ſtreet, and not far from Frog Homer; one of them 
hath been remarked by curious perſons, as never holding 
water for the leaſt moment of time after the greateſt ſhower, 
or the moſt durable rain, though all the neighbouring pits are 
filled to the brim ; this 1s in circuit ninety yards, Dr: Plott * ſays, 
he ſaw an experiment of this, for, after above a month's con- 
ſtant rain, he found one pit as dry and as hard as the higheſt 
gravelly ground in the ſtreet-way; the weight of himſelf and 
horſe not making any viſible impreſſion on the bottom of it, 
though all the reſt about it then ſtood brimful of water, and 
to all appearance lying higher, that is, not ſo dead as this, and 
nothing interpoſing but a ſpungy heathy foil, which he con- 
feſſed was utterly unaccountable, unleſs it were ſufficient to ſuſ- 
pect, that the bottom of the dry pit, though hard and ſound, may 
be a looſe open gravel through which water may preſently de- 
ſcend; and the ' bottoms and ſides of the reſt may be either a 
ſtiff clay, or ſome other earth that holds the water. An at- 
tempt was lately made to get gravel in this pit, but it was found 
to be utterly unfit for the purpoſe, conſiſting of a fort of red ſand, 
and a kind of pox ſtone. 

Shire Oaks is the name of a farm upon the ſummit of a hill ſo 
called, lying to the great roads from Lichfield and Shenſtone 
(which here unite), towards Walſall. A large oak in the valley, 
a quarter of a mile from this farm, ſeparates Shenſtone from 
Walſall, or Walſall wood, and is named Shire Oak, from the 
word Scyre, to divide, and is four miles from Shenſtone church. 
Encloſure was made by John Smyth, lord of the manor, with 
the conſent of the freeholders. Hence, as we noted, is a fine 
proſpect, but the place itſelf is remarkable for nothing more 


* Chap. III. § 10. 
8 than 
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than a land- mark. In former times, when full of woods, it 
was a den of thieves. It lies on the road between London and 
Cheſter; one hundred and fixty acres of it are in the holding; of 
James Penn, under William Tenant, eſq. 

Upon the decline of the eminence upon which ** FOR 
fort or caſtle, ſtands a neat modern-built houſe, erected by 
——— Twyford; after the eſtate of John Fenton, ſince of Ri- 
chard Whitehouſe, and Samuel his ſon ; now-of. Peter Tomkis, 
in right of his wife, widow of Samuel Whitehouſe: 

Somewhat lower ſtands the old inn, called and known through: 
the kingdom by the name of the Welch harp. This large houſe 
had its name from the raiſing of a booth, in order to ſupply 
travellers upon the great road between London and Cheſter. 
From this beginning John Smith chiefly raiſed a good fortune 
he left John, William, and a daughter, who married. 


Taylor, of Cheſterfield. Upon her ſon by him ſhe ſettled part | 


of her eſtate, and then re-married to Thomas Smyth, of Lich- 
field, gent. at whoſe houſe William Smyth, of London, died, 
who left the legacy of five pounds yearly for the ſetting out 
poor boys apprentices from Over-ſtonall. To the purchaſes that 
John made, William, his nephew, added more, bought of the 
Readings, a very old family in this pariſh, and poſſeſſed of 
much land, but now entirely diſpoſed of. William, dying. a 
bachelor, left the greateſt part of his acquiſitions to John his 
nephew, who immediately ſet up for a gentleman, keeping his 
_ Chariot, and a pack of hounds. Theſe things, with other extra- 
vagances, and neglect of buſineſs upon one of the moſt fre- 
quented roads in England, ſhortened his fortune. What is ſtill 
notable of this family is, that a daughter of this John Smyth 
became a pauper, and, in * 66, was found ſtarved to death 
near Wall. 

The: 
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The Welch harp, with 12 ol. per ann. lands, or upwards, 
paſſed by purchaſe to Joſeph Parker, of Lichfield, gent. who, 
having no iſſue, hath ſettled this eſtate upon Joſeph Elde, of 
Shenſtone, gent. and his iſſue by Mary, daughter of. : 
Burton, of Derbyſhire, gent. deſcended of the Burtons of Lind- 
ley in Leiceſterſhire, in the reign of Henry VIII. of Falde, in 
Staffordſhire, and Higham, in the reign of Henry VI. originally 
from Sir James de Burton, knight, ranger of Needwood foreſt, as 
appears by letters patent in the reign of Richard I. By her he hath 
Joſeph, Thomas, and four daughters. The buſineſs of inn-keep- 
ing is laid aſide, and the land is in the tenure of James Penn. 

In oppoſition to the Welch harp, Rowland Fryth, eſq. erected 
a large inn near, upon the ſame road, annexing to it a conſider- 
able farm. This is a very handſome and commodious houſe, 
the property of William Tenant, eſq. in the tenure of the afore- 
ſaid James Penn, who hath lately made great alterations and 
improvements in the houſe and the offices belonging to it; this 
bears the name of the Welch Harp and Swan, 

Near this houſe ſtood lately an old manſion half timbered, 
with a court walled out to the road; and on each ſide of the 
court were planted yew-trees, and other ever-greens, in the ſame 

taſte. This, with lands valued at 4ol. a year, John Sylveſter 

ſold to Joſeph Parker, of Lichiield, gent. whoſe property they 
are at this preſent (1770). John Sylveſter had iſſue a ſon John, 
who died, aged 25, a bachelor; and a daughter, wife of John 

Yates, of London; both which children, by their extravagance, 

helped to diſſipate their father's ſubſtance, and thereby quite 

reduced a family that had lived here before the reign of queen 

Elizabeth. Richard Sylveſter is mentioned to reſide at Upper- 


ſtonall in the 1 3th year of the reign of king James I. Another, 
Richard 
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Richard (1654), ſold lands in this hamlet to the Wyatts family; 5 
part of them were called Carters- field. 

In the rebellion (king Charles I.) John Sylveſter, of this place, 
was an active parliamentarian. By Anne, his wife, he left John; 
he died in 1688; his wife in 1663. William, his ſon, was 
living in the reign of king Charles II. I find alſo William, of the 
ſame place (king Charles I.). William, John, and Robert, of 
Stonall, paid to the royal aid in 1667. John Sylveſter, John 
his ſon, with his wife, and Robert, in 1692, paid to the poll- 
tax; all of Over-ſtonall. 

At a little diſtance from the town ſtands a neat manſion, moſtly 
half-timbered, except an additional part in 1769, well known 
by the name of Penford-houſe. Pen is a Britiſh word, fignify- 
ing the top of a hill; exactly the caſe here, for the rivulet ſo 
named hath its riſe in the higher ground, and maketh a waſh- 
way, or ford, near the houſe, and upon the road to Aldrich by 
Coppice-hall, over Druids-heath. 

This eſtate was purchaſed of Reading, by whom 1 have 
not learnt; that family, which I think was Vere's, fold it to 
John Strickſon, eſq. of whom the honourable and reverend Ri- 
chard Hill purchaſed it ; from Samuel, his nephew, of Shen- 
ſtone-park, it came to Thomas Hill, eſq. of Terne in Shropſhire, 
whoſe ſon, Samuel, dying a bachelor, it paſſed, with other 
lands, to Noel Hill, eſq, John Vere, of Penford-houſe, died 
about 1742, reduced in his circumſtances, being long ſup- 
ported by Samuel Hill of Shenſtone-park, from motives of com- 
| paſſion towards a good family, that had been in poſſeſſion of it. 

The Brandreths had lands in Upper-ſtonall, part of which, 
near the fields, called Briar's Flatts, purchaſed of the Erpes, 
was in the tenure of John Smyth, named the Gentleman; this 
Was. 


- 
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was Samuel Hill's, of Shenſtone, and paſſed to Thomas, of 
Terne ; Samuel and Noel, his ſons, 

Between Stonall and the Whitacres are a parcel of lands named 
in the Sandalls, or Sandhills, from the nature of the ſoil, in 
the hands of ſeveral perſons. William Tenant, lord of the ma- 
nor, hath, beſides other pieces, a wood of good timber, though 
much of it is fallen: John Taylor, of Walſall, gent. owns a 
ſhare of them, on which grows ſome fine young timber, but 
chiefly underwood, purchaſed of Thomas Lander, of Aldrich, 
who bought it of Thomas Cooper, of Aldrich, gent, —— 
Allen, of the Welch Harp, had another dividend, which paſſed to 
„his daughter, wife of Thomas Everett, of Birmingham, 
late of Aldrich, who fold it to.. . . . Sylveſter, of Hammer- 
wich, on whoſe deceaſe, in 1768, ..... Webb, of Lichfield, 
enjoys the ſame in right of his wife, ſiſter of... Webb. Three 
cloſes, called Sandhills, were the eſtate of Thomas Paſſaw, of 
London, who, dying in 1768, left them to his father, Richard 
Paſſaw, of Upper Stonall, yet living, with three cloſes, called 
Hill fields, or. Sandhill fields, adjoining { the whole of the Sand- 
hills now encloſed is a mile in compaſs. 

In this hamlet hath long been ſeated a family of note (who 
had a conſiderable eſtate here, though now ſold or waſted), as 
being a collateral branch of the Haws, of Caldmore, near Walſall, 
the laſt of which, an heireſs, lately married... . . Parker, eſq. 
of Park-hall in Staffordſhie, e ſon of wal chief baron 
Parker. 

In the reign of * Charles II. we meet with George Haw, 
of Upper-ſtonall, gent. who had iſſue, by Catharine his wife, 
George “* William, born in 1678, and Walter, who was ſettled 


“ Who paid poll-tax in 1692. 
| in 
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in the iron trade, in London, and acquired a good fortune; he left 


iſſue Walter, who died unmarried; and William, of London, 


who was alſo engaged in the iron manufactory. George, ſon of. 


George aforeſaid, his uncle, was in part his heir, living then at 
Stonhall ; he had iſſue George, who ſpent moſt of his _ 
and died a bachelor (1766); Walter, and others. 

William Haw, in 1732, poſſeſſed lands in Carters-field, Hill- 
field, near the Feathers, or Feather-ſhut. George, who died 
in 1766, ſold part of his eſtate to William Tenant. eſq ; and 
ſeveral tenements to Moſs, of Ruſhall ; he had lands called 
Wollongs, a moor near Bulmores, and in the High-fields, but 
all the family eſtates here are diſſipated. 

Haw's arms : Sable, a chevron between two leopards heads 
eraſed, Or, armed Gules. 

Many branches of the Readings were here before queen Eliza- 
beth's reign, in Over-ſtonall, Nether-ſtonall, and Lyndon. In 
1767, William, two others named Thomas, all of this place, 
with William Reading, of Lynn, paid to the royal aid. Tho- 
mas Reading paid, in 1692, to the poll-tax ; one of the name 
yet lives in Upper-Stonall. Of the ſame family came Cornelius 
and John Reading, of Pype-hill (r750), gentlemen. I take it, 
this name was found in the pariſh in king Edward the Fourth's 
time, for I have ſeen an account, that Richard de Rudding 


teaſed lands here in the year 1470. In the 8th year of the 


reign of James I. Rowland Rudding purchaſed lands belonging 
to the Moſs; and 13 James I. the Calves-pieces in Over-ſtonall, 


with lands i in Footherley. Penford, Quebbs, part of the Welch 


Harp eſtate, with lands in the two Stonalls, and LY were 
in this family, ſome of which bear their name. 
In king Charles the Firſt's time a family named Bankes had 


good property in this village, particularly at Leetsfield ; alſo | . 


Ee 8 Bika 
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Banks moors *, near Cheſterfield ; Alexander and John Banks 
were of Over-ſtonall, in the reign of king Charles 1. John had 
iſſue Edmund, born in 1656; John; and Robert; with other 
children. | 

A branch of the great family of 4 or Seckington, had 
poſſeſſions in Stonall, for William de Seckerton, rector of the 
church of Honton, deſcended of William, brother to lord 
Geoffry de Camvil de.Clifton, who had Seckington manor, in 
the county of Warwick, from which place he took his name. 
In the reign of king Henry III. he paſſed ſuch lands to Hugh 
Fitzwilliam, Nichols de Allerſhale, and to Thomas his brother, 
lying in Stonall, in preſence of Radulph de la Wall, Thomas de 
Poleſworthe, and others; the deed is dated at Allerſhall, the 
firſt day after the feaſt of St. Hillary, in the 13th year of the 
reign of king Edward III. after the Conqueſt, in 1340. 

King James I. had lands here, which he paſſed over, in the 
8th year of his reign, to Peter Alport, eſq. and to Rowland 
Fryth, eſq. 

In the middle of the ſtreet at Upper-ſtonall' ſtood a ſtone 
croſs; the baſe of ſtone in which the pillar was fixed yet re- 
mains. What the intention of placing ſuch an one here is not 
very plain, It might be ſet up at firſt when a decree was made 
by the church, that every pariſh in places moiſt frequented 
ſhould ſet up ſuch a croſs. When the pariſhioners examine 
their bounds in.their proceſſioning, the Goſpel is read at this 
ſtone, and the uſual ceremonies repeated ; yet it cannot be as 
limits, becauſe the parith extends itſelf from it a mile, or more, 
every way. A croſs was ſometimes erected in public places of 
concourſe, to put people in mind of the great benefit God hath 


« And the Gorſty moors, now in the poſſeſſion of Joſ. Wadam. | 
a vouch- 
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vouchſafed for the redemption of mankind by the paſſion of his 
Son, which, no queſtion, to all pious Chriſtians was of very 
good uſe; however, upon pretence that they were idolized, they 
were generally demoliſhed throughout the whole kingdom. I 
have ſeen one of theſe ſtone pillars in the road between Walſall - 
and Weſt Bromwich. They are of a round poliſhed ſtone, much 
like thoſe upon which dials are often placed (as in Shenſtone 
church-yard), but vaſtly higher. Not being ſatisfied with theſe 
accounts, and knowing no good reaſon for the ſetting up ſuch 
pillars or croſſes, I ſhould gladly receive information on this 
head, or, indeed, in any matters mentioned in this treatiſe ; it 
being impoſſible not to err; and many perſons, who have it in 
their power, will communicate nothing towards making this 
account more uſeful. 

South and South-weſt of Upper-ſtonall, is a large common or 
heath, called Druid's heath; part of it is in Shenſtone pariſh, 
lying to the two Stonalls and Thornes, but the right of com- 
mon or paſture is in Nether-ſtonall, that of the other Stonall 
being towards the Caſtles and Shire Oak on Cannock. The far 
greateſt part is in Aldrich, and the whole ſo called is in circuit 
four miles. Tradition informs us, that on the Aldrich fide, 
upon a bank yet remaining, at a ſmall diſtance from Coppice 
hall, ftood a temple of the Druids. The beit account of them 
is, that among the Celtes in the earlieſt times, the Curetes, and 
afterwards the Druids and Bards, were the interpreters of their 
laws, . judged all caſes, whether criminal or civil; and their ſen- 
tence was reckoned ſo ſacred, that whoever refuſed to abide by 
it, was by them excluded from aſſiſting at the ſacred rites, Af- 
ter this no man dared to converſe with him, fo that this pu- 
niſhment was reckoned the moſt ſevere of all, even death itſelf. 

Ee 2 | * 
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They were named Druids from the Greek word Drug, an 
oak, which tree was accounted holy both by the Scythians and 
Celtes. They performed moſt of their religious ceremonies near 
or under large oaks, if not in groves of oaks, and offered no 
- facrifice without ſome leaves from that tree. Cæſar tells us 
they performed the ſacrifices and religious rites, were expounders 
of religion to the people, and inſtructed: youth in all kinds of 
learning, ſuch as Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, Theology, the im- 
mortality and tranſmigration of the ſoul from one body to 
another, which was both an incitement to virtue, and an an- 
tidote againſt the fear of death. Theſe they taught their diſ- 
ciples by word of mouth, eſteeming them too ſacred to be com- 
mitted to writing. Other more common ſubjects, ſuch as their 
hymns to their deities, the exploits of their princes and ge- 
nerals, their exhortations to the people in time of war, were all 
couched in elegant verſe, and recited, or rather ſung, by them 
on all proper occaſions ; though even theſe were alſo kept from 
vulgar eyes, and either committed to memory, or, if to writing, 
the whole was a ſecret to the laity ; the latter, indeed, ſeems moſt 
probable, if what Cæſar intimates be exactly juſt, that thoſe poetic 
records were in his time increaſed to ſuch a ſize, that it took the 
young bards near twenty years to learn them by heart *. 

We are likewiſe told, that theſe poets uſed to accompany their 
ſongs with inſtrumental muſic, ſuch as that of the organ, harp, 
and the like. That they wers. held in ſuch veneration, that if 
any army was engaged in battle, upon the appearance of one of 
theſe bards or poets, both parties inſtantly left off fighting; ſo 
that their fury gave way to wiſdom, and Mars to the Muſes. 
But the true reaſon was, that they were univerſally looked upon as 
prophets, ſo that it was thought dangerous, as well as injurious, 


* De Bell. Gall. vi. 13, 14. 
to 
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to diſobey what they ſuppoſed came from the Gods. Theſe pro- 
phetic philoſophers kept academies, which were reſorted to by 


a great number, not only of their own youth, but thoſe of other 


countries; ſo that their philoſophy and learning were carried 
into Greece and other countries. It was then the buſineſs and 
employment of thoſe Druids and Bards to compoſe hymns and 
ſongs, to record therein the actions of thoſe that ſignalized 
themſelves in ſtories, which were afterwards ſung at their games, 
and ſolemnities, as well as when they went out to war, which 
had ſuch an effect upon their ſoldiers, that they choſe rather to 
die than be taken priſoners. We could enlarge yet more on 
theſe bards, but what we have faid will ſuffice to give the 
reader ſome good idea of them, and of Druids heath. By de- 
grees they became cruel, and facrificed human victims; but, 
we may reaſonably conjecture, when ſuch cuſtoms were ad- 
mitted, they mutt greatly have degenerated from their excellent 
inſtitution, and their original principles, 

Some authors take notice of Druids meer on this heath, as 
prognoſticating a dearth by its overflowing in abundance ; there 


is ſuch a water or pool, of which the preſent William Mills, of 


Little Aſton mill, near it, ſays, that he hath known it twice to 
overflow, and obſerved, - that corn afterwards bore a larger price 
than uſual. If this happened in a dry ſeaſon, it would be more 
remarkable, but ſuch omen or overflowing may, perhaps, be 
imputed to the great rains, which are frequently the e 
of a ſcarcity of corn in England. 

Yet we may obſerve, that at Billington, in this county, is a 
pool called Hungry Pit, which, as people ſay, foreſhews ſcar- 


city. Some perſons ſet up ſticks in the mud, and forejudge the 
riſe and fall of the corn in the markets by the riſe and fall of 
the water upon thoſe ſticks, and ſo keep or ſell their corn ac- 


cordingly. 


. 
* 
» * 
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cordingly. Here, indeed, the motions of the waters are ſome. 
thing ſtrange, little regarding the quality of the weather; for, 
this pit overflows ſometimes in the greateſt drought, and often 
is empty after great falls of rain: and, as to the prediction, 
whether it be by chance or not is hard to ſay; but many ſerious 
people in that neighbourhood have teſtified, that the remarks 
made upon it by ſome have been ſo profitable to them, that 
they have thereby conſiderably advanced their fortunes. 
Since the writing an account of the C aſtles aforeſaid, in this 
diſtrict of Over ſtonall, another hath occurred to me, which is 
as follows; That Cannoc, or Cane-wood (quai Canuti Sylva), 
was a name given to this foreſt when the Danes, under Canute, 
had many diſputes with king Ethelred, and Edmund Ironſide, 
his ſon, for the kingdom. Canute made ſeveral inroads into 
Mercia, eſpecially in the years 1013 and 1016. Among other 
places, he poſſeſſed himſelf of this foreſt, called ſtill by his 
name, Cane-wood. | Upon the edge of it there ſtill remains a 
large fortification, encompaſſed with a double bank and trench, 
Which are in a manner circular, except on the South-eaſt fide, 
which runs pretty ſtraight, ſo that it ſeems to hold the figure 
of a theatre of about 270 paces diameter, which muſt take in 
more of the Caſtle land than what is commonly reckoned in this 
rampart. For the name ſake, and becauſe it is upon the verge of 
Cannock wood, it may have been his work, and caſt up by him; 
but if we ſuppoſe it was caſt up by the Mercians hereabouts, to 
defend themſelves againſt Canute's incurſions into their own 
country, when he made the horrible devaſtations mentioned by 
Hiſtorians, we can ſee no abſurdity in giving it the name of Ca- 
nute's caſtle, who was the cauſe of its making, though it might 
gain another, either Old fort, or Oyles fort, after the Conqueſt, 
p Over- 


A | 
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Over- ſtonall does not contain above forty houſes at preſent; ; 
but ſeveral have been taken down, or have fallen, within the 
memory of many of its inhabitants. 


my 


E n 


Is in this diſtrict; but, as it is of ſome note, and is often ſpoken 


of as a village of itſelf, we ſhall conſider it as ſuch. Some reckon 
a part of it in Lynne, but I think it ſhould rather be annexed 

to Nether-ſtonall, lying to the edge of it every way, and ſe- 
parated by a common road from Lynne: It derives its name 
from Thorney, a Saxon word, denoting a ſituation among buſhes, 


and uncultivated ſoil ; for the ſame reaſon Weſtminſter: had the 


name of Thorney, in the Saxon times. 
This was a manor in the pariſh of Shenſtone, and belonged 
to a family of the name of Thornes, in the reign of Henry VI. 
who, moſt likely, purchaſed lands here from the lords of the 
manor, and, as was uſual in thoſe days, and earlier, took the 
name of Thornes from the place. Thomas Thornes had iſſue 


Thomas, who, in 1470, leaſed this houſe to Richard, of the 


Rudding, which Thomas is ſaid to be of Salop. It did not con- 
tinue long in the Ruddings, or Readings, for, in 1497, Roger 


Thornes, of Thornes, again leaſed it to Robert Jolliffe and his 


wife for ſixty years, the.chief or reſerved rent being only 6s. 8d. 
* e yearly 5 


_ 
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yearly ; to this leaſe are witnefles Sir Humphry Stanley, knight; 
George Stanley, and John Whyrley, eſqrs. Ten years after, 
the ſaid Roger Thornes conveyed it abſolutely to the ſame Ro- 
bert Jolliffe and his heirs for ever; he had ifſue a ſon, whoſe 
daughter, Alice Jolliffe, conveyed it (as I think) in marriage 
to Edward Fryth, eſq. Yet the ſame antiquary, the late learned 
Dr. Wilkes, who gives us the chief part of this account, ſays, 
in another place, that Balmerino, a Scotchman, who had it 
from king Charles, paſſed Thornes, a member of the manor of 
Shenſtone, to Rowland Fryth. If Edward Fryth aboveſaid had 
only the manſion of Thornes, and not what 1s before termed a 
manor, and Rowland, ſon or grandſon of Edward, purchaſed of 
Balmerino the manor rights of Thornes, though ſubject to 
Shenſtone, it may reconcile the two accounts. We ſhall diſ- 
tinguiſh too, by this means, at what time the Fryth family ſet- 
tled here; and likewiſe ſhall diſcern when Shenſtone manor 
itſelf came to them, namely, in the reign of king Charles I. as 
will hereafter appear. 
_ © Thornes hall was, no queſtion, a manſion of ſome note in 
the reign of king Edward IV. erected by Thomas de Thornes, 
who laid out the lands belonging to it in thoſe days, and, in all 
probability, Robert Jolliffe added to that ſtructure, or raiſed a 
new one in a low ſituation, under a hill and a covert of wood, 
without proſpect, except from the hinder part, of it towards 
Stonall and Cannoc wood ; on the front of it is a road from Bir- 
mingham Sutton, and Little Aſton, over Druids heath, on the 
verge of which it ſtands, by Nether-ſtonall edge and Lyndon 
green, through Cranebrook and Hilton to Lichfield. The Fryths 
erected another, which ſeems not older than the days of king 
William III. moſtly of brick, and ſtrong. It muſt have been a 


large houſe from what yet remains; the two wings for offices or 
2 | ny ſtables 
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ſtables in Wine front, and much of the back building being taken 
away, the preſent part, now a farm in the tenure of Richard 
Farnell, is ſpacious and convenient, with a handſome court in 
the front placed high with brick, in the ſtyle of the houſe itſelf. 
It had a dove-houie, rookery, large walled gardens, court-yards, 
and orchards, but theſe are in a good meaſure levelled or rooted 
up as unneceſſary to a tenant with the farm, Near it is a place 
called the Butts, from its having been a ground ſet apart for the 
exerciſe of archers before fire-arms became fo frequent as they 
now are. Some perſons of ſeeming veracity have affirmed to 
me, that there grew a thick wood of large timber near Thornes, - 
upon the adjoining eminence, which, about the year 1718, 
was all blown down in one night by a ſtrong wind. Others 
ſuppoſed, that it was occaſioned by an earthquake, and ob- 
| ſerved, that the roots of the thickeſt and firmeſt trees were 
ſtrangely: torn up, and lay out of the ground. Of the Fryths we 
mean to ſpeak when we treat particularly of the lords of the 
manor, 

Oppoſite to Thornes, in the ſarrie ſtreet, ſtands a W 
of itſelf not worth our notice, but as it belongs to a family of 
good extraction, named Stanley, we may not omit it. 

This branch of the Stanleys, beſides the agreement of their 
arms, is generally looked upon to be of the ſame lineage with 
the earls of Derby, and, it is ſaid, one of the late earls was ſatis- 
fied of it; but of this we can give no proof. It ſeems moſt. 
likely the StanTeys of Lyndon hall, and the two families at the 
Moſs and Thornes, were collateral branches of the great houſe 
of Derby, one of which was ſettled at Elford in this county; 
the family alſo we ſpeak of had eſtates in that place, or near it, 
alſo at * near Elford. 78" A | 
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We find, that Thomas, in 1583, of Shenſtone pariſh, had 
iffue, t. Henry; 2. Thomas; Alice, married to Henry Sym- 
monds, gent. ; Joan, wife of John Adams; Elizabeth, and Mar- 
garet, Henry died in 158g, without iſſue. Thomas, by Mar- 


- garet his wife, had iſſue Thomas, William, Margery, Dorothy, 


and Elizabeth. Thomas, by Joan his wife, had iſſue another 
Thomas, born in 1664; and Elizabeth; alſo Dorothy, wife of 
George Harriſon, of Bloxwich, gent. grandfather to Har- 
riſon, of the ſame place, gent. 1770. The father died in 1687, 
Thomas lived ſome time at Footherley, and, by Mary his wife 
had iſſue Thomas, born in 1702; Edward, born in 1712; and 
Eleanor, who died in 1715. Thomas poſſeſſed lands in Thornes, 
Footherley, Little Sutton, and eſewhere; by „ daughter 
and heir of Handley, of Footherley, had ifſue Thomas, 
John, or Joſhua, a tanner in the city of Lichfieid, who died 
unmarried about the -year 1755, and one daughter, married to 
—— Seale, of Edinghale, by whom ſhe had no iſſue; ſecondly, 
to —— Hill, of Edinghale, by whom ſhe hath a daughter, aged 
two years. Thomas, now of Thornes, is a bachelor. x, 
In 1767, Thomas Stanley paid 2s 6d. ob”. quarterly aſſeſſment 
to the royal aid. In 1692, widow Stanley, and ſon, paid to the 
poll-tax. | | 
Under the article of Footherley I ſpoke of the Browns, of that 
place, and Thornes, therefore I have not repeated the account 
here, but have lately met with the following remark, not inſerted 


in Footherley 3 „That William Brown, of Thornall (Thornes 


« hall), in the 18th year of the reign of James I. reſerved a 
«© power to ſettle an eſtate upon a wife by deed, and after mar- 
« ried Anne Lowe, widow, and upon her ſettled the Thornals, 
He died in 1644, and the Committee at Stafford allowed her to 

| 6“ poſſeſs 
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* poſſeſs her jointure. Signed Edward Leigh, H. Stone, Ph. 
-& Jackſon, Leiceſter Barbour, and William Bendy.“ Samuel 
Brown, mentioned at Footherley hall, probably was his ſon. 
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Or, as it is often called, Stonall Inferior, and Lower Stonall, 
is in circuit three miles, ſeparated by the high road to Birming- 
ham and Aſton Parva, from Mill green, Druids heath, and 
Thornes, leading over Lyndon green; from Stafford and Lich- 
field over Cannoc-wood; and is bounded by Lyndon, Footherley, 
the Boſſes, Thornes, and Druid heath, towards Aldrich, and by 
a ſmall part of Over Stonall. It is, in ſome degree, more noted 
than either of theſe hamlets, as being the place of worſhip for 
the inhabitants on this ſide of the pariſh. 

Robert de Olgio, ſon of the baron of that place, or caſtle, in 
' Normandy, was one of the adventurers who attended William 
duke of - Normandy, in his attempt upon England; and, as a 
reward for his ſervices had, among other goodly manors and 
lordſhips, this of Nether Stonall, which he granted * to the 
collegiate church of St. George, near Oxford; his ſucceſſors 


Terram de utraque Stonehala, Foreſthulle, &c. cum capellis in eiſdem, boſcis, 

villenagiis, redditibus, decimis, et aliis rebus de feodo ejus eccleſiz Sti? Georgii 

pertinentibus, dedit Robertus Fitz Nigel de Oileo, cœnobio de Oſeneio, ann. 1129. 
| Monaſt, Ang, II. 138. 


F f 2 | con- 
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confirmed his charter, and of theſe the charter of Henry the 
Second of that name baron D'Oyley and Hooknorton, in Ox- 


fordihire, confirms the church of Seneſtan, and other its rights, 
to Oſney abbey ; to this is witneſs Robert D'Oyley, his brother, 
afterwards the ſixth Engliſh baron of that family, in the reigns 
of king Richard J. and king John. 

I find certain lands, as demeſne, continued in the abbey of 
of South Oſney till Robert King, the laſt abbot, ſurrendered the 
abbey, with its eſtates, to king Henry VIII. in 1539, after be- 
ing annexed to it 410 years, among which are named its lands 
and rights in Over Stonall, Shenitone, Nether Stonall, and 
Thornes. Theſe remained in the crown till the reign of James 1, 
who, in the third year of his reign, patied them away by letters 
patent, dated at Weſtminſter, July 2, to Rowland Frith. and 
Peter Alport, eſq. and their heirs, 

Not only the people of this hamlet, but all the ire 
of Shenſtone, have a tradition of a chapel in old times, ſituate 
in the upper part of it towards Thornes and the road leading 
to Upper-itonall, but mixed with fable. Aſſuredly ſome char- 
ters, dated in the reigns of Henry I. and Stephen, take notice 
of ſuch chapel or chapels in Stonall. There is, as a farther evi- 
dence of it, a piece of land called the Chapel piece, conſiſting 
of three acres and an half, divided into two parts, one the pro- 
perty of Thomas Stanley, of Thornes, the other of Thomas 


| Adcock, of Lyndon. Around this are ſeveral encloſures, called 
by the names of the Chapel- field, Chapel hills, Church fields, 


and Church leaſows, which, moſt probably, were lands for- 
merly appropriated for the maintenance of the clergymen who 


officiated at Shenſtone church, or this chapel of eaſe to it, at 


Nether Stonall. The very year when the chapel was taken away 
yy in part be known from this circumſtance ; that, in the year 


1545 
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1545, in the reiga of Henry VIII. it was ordered by act of par- 
liament, that where the glebes, tythes, and revenues, of a 
church, are not ſufficient to find a prieſt or curate to miniſter in 
a chapel, within a mile, or ſome ſuch diſtance, from the church; 
and the repairs, ornaments, and duties, are too expenſive for the 
pariſhioners of both churches, if one be not above the yearly value 
of fix pounds, as rated and valued to the king in his courts of 
firſt-fruits and tenths, by conſent of the ordinary of the dioceſe 
where they ſtand, by the aſſent of the incumbent, and of ſuch 
as had juſt right, title, and intereſt, to the patronage of them, 
being of full age; they might be united, and as good in law, and 
to continue for ever conſolidated in ſuch manner and form as by 
writing or writings under the ſeals of the ordinary, incumbent, 
and patron, ſhall be declared and ſet forth, reſerving to the 
king the firſt fruits and tenths, 

As the abbey of Oſney was diffolved in the year 1539, and all 
its lands and rights ſeized and paſſed to the crown, we may na- 
turally conclude, there was little or nothing left for the ſupport 


of the miniſter at Nether Stonall, if, indeed, he was a different 


perſon from the vicar of Shenſtone. From the time * of the Diſ- 
ſolution under Henry VIII. when ſuch ravages were made upon 


the monaſteries and the eſtates of the church, ſerious men have 


lamented, that a better proviſion had not been reſerved for the 
maintenance of the clergy, who would thereby have been ſecured 
from contempt and diſtreſs, 


The South chancel of Shenſtone church was built, it is ſaid, | 


of materials taken from Nether Stonall chapel, which is not un- 
likely, being different from the reſt of that ſtructure, and 
chiefly of brick-work ; and, as that chapel was dedicated to St. 


* See Fiddes'sLife of Cardinal Rs 


Peter, 


— 
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Peter, there is a memorial of it in the work, namely, the keys 
which are generally given him, and of large proportion, with 
two croſſes, one in the form of that on which our Saviour ſuf- 
fered, the other a common one, framed of bricks burnt of a 
blue caſt, In this chancel the lords of the ſeignory, named 
Fryths, had their ſeats, and in general the inhabitants of 
Thornes and the Stonall diſtricts, | | 

Hugh de Twine held Stonall, in the reign of William I. or 
William Rufus, which other lords held under him by military 
ſervice, but all others under the lord of the ſee of whoſe barony 
it was. The faid Hugh, and thoſe perſons who held under him, 
' paſſed it by charter to the canons of Oſeney, in the iſle of 
Oſeney, near Oxford, which grant was confirmed at that time 
by the ſuperior lord Nigel de Olgio, and alſo in the reign of 
Henry I. by Henry d' Oyley. 

In the upper part of Nether Stonall, near the chapel-yard, 
ſtands a very handſome new erected manſion, built by Thomas 
Dickenſon, gent. of a family of ſome note, and long ſettled here, 
In the 19th year of the reign of James I. John Dickenſon had 
lands in Nether Stonall. Thomas is mentioned in certain deeds 
to have poſſeſſed lands in the Heathfield in 1654. Henry, of 
this place, in 1658, was witneſs to the purchaſing of an 
eſtate here, by Anne Bracegirdle, of Gorſcot, near Walſall, of 
Henry Hunt, of Nether Stonall, Thomas, in the 14th year of 
the reign of Charles II. had lands in the Nether Hookfield, and 
was reſident here. John, in 1669-70, witneſſed a deed of Ed- 
ward Wyatt's ſelling land here to John Wadams. The fame year 
John Dickenſon, of Aſhby-de-la-zouch, in Leiceſterſhire, iron- 
monger, purchaſed the Glaſs-houſes, Long-crofts, and Buft- 
crofts, . to which are evidences Thomas Dickenſon and Mar- 
garet Hall ; theſe lands are in this hamlet, In 1667, Thomas 

| paid 
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paid 6s. 1 d. ob. quarterly, to the royal aid. In 1669-70, Tho- 
mas and John are witneſſes to a deed of John Adcock's paſſing 
lands to John Wadams; and to Edward Wyatt's ſale of lands to 
John Wyatt ; alſo James Whitehall's ſale of lands . to Thomas 
Oſsley ; all in Nether Stonall. In 1675, the ſaid Thomas and 
John were evidences to the ſale of an eſtate by John Wadams 
to John Adcock of Nether Stonall. In 1667, Thomas, the elder, 
was truſtee to the marriage ſettlement between Alexander Ad- 
cock and Jane Tomkys. In 1661, we find John Dickinſon, of 
Nether Stonall, gent. witneſs to a deed paſſing lands from 
John Bulkley, of Little Afton, and Mary, wife of Joſeph Bulk- 
lev, ſon of John, to John Wadams; alſo to the ſale of eſtates 
from John Adcock, of Nether Stonall, to Alexander his brother 
and from John Jobbern to the ſame Alexander Adcock; Tho- 
mas, ſon of John Dickenſon (1692), and John his ſon, paid the 
poll-tax for themſelves and wives, which Thomas was living here 
in 1718. Inthe year 1714, the ſaid Thomas, with John, then. 
of Tonge in Leiceſterſhire, paſſed a fine of lands in this hamlet 
to John Adcock, and Thomas Dickenſon living in 1726, if not 
in 1734, at Nether Stonall, Mary, widow of this Thomas, 
and daughter to Samuel Brown, of Footherley-hall, gent. lived 
to a great age, and happy in enjoying a good ſtate of health till 
the time of her deceaſe, in January, 1767, being then at leaſt 
ninety years old. They had iſſue John, who, by ——;, daugh- 
ter of Fox, of Coleſhill, in Warwickſhire, had a ſon, now 
of Bilſtone, in Staffordſhire, and three daughters; Mary, wife 
of Martyn Wood, of Shenſtone, who died in 1761, without 
iſſue; the others married to — Shaw, of Walſall, and to 
, of Northampton, | 

The laſt mentioned Thomas Dickinſon, gent. took down the 


old manſion-houſe, and rebuilt the preſent handſome one, with 
5 mw aà neat 
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a neat court, and other conveniences, but at ſuch an expence 
as to injure his family; he ſold it, with the lands adjoining, a 
part of the Boſſes, which the family had long enjoyed, with 
the Caſtles, in Upper Stonall, to the late lord of the manor (ex- 
- cept that an annuity was referved for the ſupport of his widow), 
Since what 1 obſerved of the Caſtles in my account of Upper 
Stonall, I have learned, that they were formerly the poſſeſſion 
of Humphry Edgial, father of Hamlet, father of Humphry, an 
old man, yet living at Thornes, in this pariſh, whoſe anceſtors 
were of note, and gave name to Edjial hall, -near Lichfield, the 
eſtate of Fettiplace Nott, of Lichfield, eſq. The manſion which 
Thomas Dickenſon ſold, with the Bofles, and Caſtles, are the 
eſtates of the preſent lord of the manor, 

The Hunts ſeem to have been inhabitants of this place in 
early times. John Hunt, gent. died at Nether Stonall, in 1598, 
and left, as I think, John, who is mentioned in 1606. They 
had lands in the Chapel-field, Heathfield, Middlefield, and 
others, named the Church Leafows, Ham, or Hands Riddings, 
Twenty-acre piece, the Flatts, Codcrofts, Stony-acres, High- 
aſh pieces, Birch acres, Holy-lands, the Two Feathers, Flat- 
head, Little acres, Gorſty-gap, Sharp acres, with land belong- 
ing to Oſney abbey, and in the Nether Hook field, moſt, if not 
all, lying in this hamlet. The houſe or meſſuage that be- 
longed to this family, I take to have been that belonging to 
John Horton, lately deceaſed, afterwards to Edward Adcock, 
and now to Edward Adcock, of the Aſhcrofts, his eldeſt ſon. 

John Hunt, in the roth year of the reign of ſames I. ſold 
the Ham Riddings, formerly the eſtate of the abbots of Oſney. 
He died about the 46th year of the reign of James I. leaving 
Henry, his eldeft ſon and heir; Rowland, living in 1646; and 
William; with three daughters, Mary, Margaret, and ——, 

6 wife 
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wife of Thomas Bibbe. In 1635, Rowland Fryth, eſq. releaſed 
to Henry Hunt his claim in a meſſuage and lauds which he then 
held. He left iſſue, as I think, Henry, Rowland, and William. 
Rowland had iſſue Henry, who, in 1658, ſold to Anne Brace- | 
girdle, of Gorſcot, near Walſall, a meſſuage, with lands apper- 
taining thereto; a paſture and right of common which had be- 
longed to Olney abbey, and were reputed parcel of the Moſs-houſe 
manor; alſo Well-meadow in Nether Stonall before purchaſed 
of Alexander Ward, gent. In the 14th year of the reign of king 
Charles II. the ſaid Anne paſſed them away to Thomas Offley, of 
Gorſcot near Walſall, and to Richard Offley, of Brynton in Stafford- 
ſhire ; the ſame year, Henry Hunt, grandſon of John, fold to Tho- 
mas Offley, of Gorſcot, and to Richard Offley, of Brynton, a meſ- 
ſuage, with a cloſe adjoining, three Church leaſows, Twenty-acre 
piece, land in Nether Hookfield, Stony-acres, High-aſh pieces, 
with the Birch- acres, Holylands, the Two-feathers, Flatt-heads, 
Little-acres, the flatt in Chapel-fteld, Gorſty-gap, Sharp-acres, 
with the timber and right of common on the waſte grounds. that 
belonged to the abbey of Oſeney, reputed as parcel of the Moſs- 
houſe manor, and which paid eleven ſhillings yearly to the 
king. 

Henry died in 1652, leaving legacies to William his brother, 
and to his brother Rowland's children: to Rowland himſelf 24 
acres, alſo lands in the Chapel field, Middle-field, and Heath- 
held, with Codcroft, and a flatt; remainder to William, his ſon ; 
alſo to Elizabeth, wife of Rowland; to three of his ſiſter's chil- 
dren, and her daughters, named Aſhford; to two children of 
Simon Bibbe, to Iſabel Turner's ſon, and to Ifabel, his own wife, 
Henry, eldeſt ſon of Rowland, was made chief heir to confide. 
rable poſſeſſions, under the direction of Alexander Ward, gent. 
and others; but he ſeems to have waſted his eſtate, and to have 


Gg died 
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died before the year 1616, as a deed I ſaw mentions his ſelling 
other lands a little before, near the time of his deceaſe. Row- 
land Hunt, of Nether Stonall, and Thomas Hunt, of Lyndon, 
in this pariſh, paid, in 1667, to the quarterly aſſeſſment for aid- 
ing king Charles II. 

The family of Buzteries, or Bullaries, were of note here about 
the time of queen Elizabeth. In the reign of James I. An- 
thony Butteries was concerned in the ſale of lands by Richard 
Greenhall, of the Aſhcrofts, to Rowland Ridding, of Nether 
Stonall ; in the fourth year of the reign of king Charles I. he 
and Rowland Hunt were empowered by the lords of the manor 
to give Anne Ridding ſeiſin of Queb-meadows, which ſhe had 
purchaſed of the ſaid lords. His iſſue were Antony, Humphry, 
and Roger, who all had poſſeſſions in Over Stonall, Nether 
Stonall, and Lyndon, alſo in the Heath-field. Antony, in 1667, 
paid to the aſſeſſment for the royal aid; in 1670, he ſold to 
John Dickinſon, of Aſhby de-la-Zouch, in Leiceſterſhire, gent. 
three cloſes in Nether Stonall and Thorne, called the Glaſs- 
houfes, Longcroft, and Buttcroft, at this time poſſeſſed by Tho- 
mas Stanley, of Thornes, gent. 

The manſion of the Bntteries family I ſuppoſe to be that in 
the tenure of William Swan, late the eſtate of Martyn Wood, 
next of John Levett, of Whichnover, eſq. now of John Dolphyn. 
Antony Butteries aboveſaid retired to. Burton upon Trent, and, 
dying there in 1676, was entombed at Shenſtone. "This is the 
lateſt account I meet with of this family, 

The Myatts were of note in this pariſh, being ſettled in 
Footherly, Lynn, Over Stonall, and Nether Stonall ; but, as their 
principal manſion was in the laſt- mentioned hamlet, I choſe to 
ſpeak of them here. In all probability they have long had poſſeſ- 
ſions there, as we find them nearly as ſoon as the pariſh-regiſter 
begins, 
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begins. William, Wyatt died in 1580, and William, as 1 think, 
his ſon, had iſſue William, Roger, John, Thomas, Nicolas, 
Harry, who died in 1607, and Anne, wife of John Acock. 
The family in this place ended in a female (wife of Edward 
Swift), who ended her days in 1769, in the manſion formerly 
belonging to the Wyatts, built in the ſtyle of thoſe houſes that 
were erected in the days of king James I. or Charles I. of half 
timbered and plaſtered walls, late the 3 of Martyn Wood, 
now of Joiepn Wadams, gent. 

Robert Wyatt owned a meſſuage and lands in Nether Stonall, 
which formerly belonged to the abbey of Oſney (moſt likely 
conveyed to him by Rowland Fryth, and Peter Alport, eſqrs.), 
and paid a crown-rent of 4s. 4d. : theſe he paſſed to Rowland 
Ridding, in the 8th year of the reign of James I, with a meſ- 
ſuage and lands in which Nicolas Wyatt. then lived, and to 
which purchaſe he is witneſs, and which, in the roth year of 
the reign of James I. were farther confirmed to Ridding, with a 
meſſuage held by Nicolas Wyatt. 

William Wyatt, in the 1 3th year of the reign of James I. was 
concerned in a deed paſſing lands from Richard Sylveſter, of 
Over Stonall, to Rowland Ridding ; and from John Hunt, of 
Nether Stonall, to the ſame Rowland, Ig James I. Ralph, 
whom I take to be brother to this William, was of Lynne, in 
which he purchaſed an eſtate of John Beſt, and Elizabeth his 
wife, which afore time was the property of William Milner. 
Beſides other iſſue, he had Mary, wife of James Whitehall, who, 
in 1662, ſold land called the Nate to John Jennines, of Nether- 
Stonall, which Ralph Wyatt, in the 24th year of the reign of . 
Charles I, bought of J. Beſt, of Footherley, The faid James 
and Mary Whitehall, with John Brown, of Footherley, gent.. 
(14 Charles II.) ſold other lands to Simon Wigan; in 1664, 

Gg 2 they 
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they ſold lands to the fame John Brown, gent. I find a Mary 
Wyatt, who, on July 26, 1656, bought land called the Nate, 
(near that ſo named of Ralph Wyatt's, and Alice his wife) of 
John Beſt, and Elizabeth his wife, to which is evidence William, 
(as I ſuppoſe) her ſon, who then reſiding at Lichfield, in 1654, 
ſold to Edward, his brother, of Nether Stonall, the meſſuage in 
which Edward lived, with a croft, a moor, ten acres in Leet- 
field and Chapel-field, the Flatts near Edward Fryth's land, the 
Sharps, High-aſhe, land called the Birmingham- gate, in Middle- 
field, towards Heath-field hedge, with land in Hook-field, Poſ- 
ſeſſion was given by Henry Fryth, gent. attorney for William 
Wyatt, and Elizabeth his wife, of which were evidences John 
Adcock, Rowland Serjeant, and William Stanley. The ſame vear 
a fine was paſſed at Weſtminſter before Oliver St. John, Edward 
Atkyns, Matthew Hale, and Hugh Wyndham, Juſtices, by Ed- 
ward Wyatt, Rowland Serjeant, and Margaret, wife of William 
Matpaſs, plaintiffs; and by William Wyatt, Elizabeth, his wife, 
John Colyere, and Jane his wife, Nicolas Parker, and Joan his 
wife, John Manley, and Anne his wife, deforciants ; of two meſſu- 
ages, one cottage, two gardens, fifty-four acres of land and com- 
mon paſture in Nether Stonall, Over Stonall, and Aldrich ; this 
fine Edward diſcharged to Thomas Wilbraham, ſheriff of Staf- 
fordſhire, May 29, 1655. Alſo we find, that William Wyatt, 
and Elizabeth, his wife, of Lichfield, in the reign of Charles I. 
foid to Edward Quebb-meadow in Nether Stonall, lands in Lee- 
field, Hook-field, on Perry-hill, near William W yatt's and Tho- 
mas Ditkenſon's, which were purchaſed by William, the father 
of William and Edward, for which was paid a crown-rent of 
1s. 7d. ; Carters field in Over Stonall, lying between Rowland 
Edjials, Rowland and John Riddings, eaſtwards of Thornes and 
Lynn, heretofore bought of Richard Sylveſter, gent. by William 
iT Wyatt, 
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Wyatt, the elder, which paid a crown rent of Sd. Long meadow, 
and Moor, in Footherley, near Roger Sylveſter's, then held by 
Elizabeth Gibbons, widow; land then held by Sybil Fletcher, 
widow, called Riddings, and in Leet- field, Ilook- field, Ramſted 
Moor, between Mary Wyatt's and John Banks, in the Heath- 
field, on the Croſs pits, and near Stanleys, the Flatts near 
Stanley's, paying 6d. crown-rent ; witneſſes William and Mary 
Thornton, Edward Hollingham, and cthers. 

James Whitehall, and Mary his wife, in the 18th year of the 
reign of Charles II. with Rowland Greenall, Sarah his wife, and 


Robert Greenall, paſſed a fine to Samuel Brown, gent. to con- 


firm to him a meſſuage and twenty-one acres of land in Foo» 
therley, before Orlando Bridgman, Thomas Tyrrel, Samuel 
Brown, and John Archer, jultices at Weſtminſter, 

Edward Wyatt, brother to William, of Lichfield, had, beſides 
other iſſue, two ſons, William, and Nicolas. William, in 167 5, 
was concerned with John Thornton, of Nether Stonall, in ſelling 
lands in the Heath field, and the Stony acres; and with John 
Jobbern in paſting away land in the ſame field; in 1686, he 
alſo ſigned the title made by his father, diſpoſing of ſome pro- 
perty in Nether Stonall to John Wadams. Edward, their father 
in 1667, paid a quarterly aſſeſſment to the royal aid of 28. 7d. 
at which time the widow Wyatt, of Over Stonall, paid to the 
fame. Nicolas had iſſue, by Mary Hunt, of Nether Stonall, 
William, and other children. In 1687, he was concerned with: 
Thomas and James Huniborn, and John Jackſon, in a deed paſ- 


fing lands to John Wadams ; and, in 1692, was one of the 


aſſeſſors to the poll-tax, to which William, his ſon, and his 
wife, alſo Sarah Wyatt, widow, of Footherly, paid. Nicolas, 
ſon of Nicolas, in 1695, married Sarah, daughter of William 
Clare, of Tipton, gent. a family long ſettled there, of good 

rank; 
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rank. Upon this, Sarah Clare, his wife, he ſettled a meſſuage, 
gardens, the Flatts, land in Chapel- fields, and in three other 
fields in or near Stonall; a meadow, with Greenall's meadow, 
Hook-cloſe, Carters-cloſe, Long-moors, with other lands; to 
which ſettlement were evidences William Clare, ſenior, of Tipton, 
William Clare, junior, and Moſes Byrd, of Weſt Bromwich; 
alſo truſtee to it. This Nicolas, in 1721, was one of the prin- 
cipal men of this pariſh, that empowered John Brown, gent, 
to recover from Chancery the legacy of Grenada Brown, gentle- 
woman. This Nicolas and Sarah had iſſue Joſeph, and I think 
another ſon, and two daughters; for, in 1724, October 7, Ni- 
colas and Sarah Wyatt, by deed, paſſed over to Joſeph, their ſon, 
their eſtate at Nether Stonall, paying legacies on their deceaſe to 
his ſiſter, or ſiſter-in-law, then wife of Henry Wollaton, of 
Hedgeford, near Cannoc ; and to his ſiſter, Sarah, wife of Ed- 
ward Swift, living in July, 1770; Sarah, his wife, died in 

1769. | 
Joſeph Wyatt, in 1728, paſſed Greenall's meadow, a moor 
in Nether Stonall, and Carters-field cloſe, in Over Stonall, 
to Michael Wale, of Lichfield. In right of Nicolas, his father, 
he poſſeſſed lands called the Twenty-acres, in Nether Stonall, 
and land adjoining to Quebb-meadows. In 1732, he ſold to 
Joſhua Wafforn, of Stonely, gent. a meſſuage at Nether-ſtonall, 
gardens, the encloſed Flatts in Chapel-field, with the Sharp- 
acres in the ſame, a meadow near the houſe, Greenalls, Hook- 
cloſes, Flatts, Flatt-heads, in Middle-field, Long-moors, Carters- 
field, Croſſen-pits, land in Hearh-field, ten acres encloſed in 
 Chapel-field, in the tenure of Nicolas Wyatt, for the term of 
a thouſand years, paying a pepper-corn yearly ; and that he 
might make an end of what his anceſtors had poſſeſſed in part 
before the reign of Elizabeth; in 1734, he fold to Joſeph 
5 | Wadams, 
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Wadams, gent. nine cloſes called the Flatts, alſo Pit-cloſe, Hill- 
cloſe, Chapel-yard-cloſe, Hook-cloſe, lying near the lands of 
Henry Dolphyn and Thomas Dickenſon, gent. Carter-field-cloſe 
in Over Stonall, other lands lying to Joſeph Parker's of Lichfield, 
and Thomas Dickenſon's, gent. two cloſes called the Long-moors, 
in Footherley, with other fields lying to Thomas Stanley's, 
Cooper's, Joſeph Wadams, and Richard Fletcher's, gents. which 
paid 4s, 3d. yearly to the lord of the fee. Notwithſtanding his 
waſting all the family eſtates, he afterwards recovered himſelf 
greatly, living at ſome diſtance from Shenſtone, and died in the 
preſent reign; leaving his ſecond wife a widow, and withal a 
handſome fortune to Sarah Swift, his ſiſter, for her life, and to 
her ſons, Joſeph Swift, of the Boſſes, John, of Lynne, with 
their ſiſters. | 

The Adcocks had two good houſes in this hamlet, but, as 
they have all left it, I intend ſaying ſomething of the family in 
my account of Lynne, or Lyndon, where the principal heir 
reſides. 

In this hamlet of Nether Stonall, we meet with a family of 
good account, named adams. Whence they came into the 
county of Stafford I could not learn, but find they had poſſeſſions 
at Longdon, near Lichfield, in the reigns of Elizabeth and 
James I. for then was living there Richard Wadams, who had 
Richard, that purchaſed lands of Richard Hanley, and others, 
at Longdon ; the laſt-mentioned Richard Wadams had iſſue 
John, who, in 1645, was executor to Rowland Ridding, of 
Nether Stonall, and in that capacity made a dividend of the ef- 
fects, a third part of which was paid to Catharine, widow of 
Rowland Greenall, of Shenſtone, who had alſo a claim to a 
ſhare of a meſſuage, a croft, and nine acres of land lying in the 
Nether- field in Lower Stonall, then held by Rowland Hunt. In 
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1648, John Wadams releaſed to Henry Hunt, of this place, 
the tythes of lands in the Chapel-fields encloſed by Rowland 
Hunt; to which releaſe were evidences Thomas Rugeley, eſq. 
Thomas Bennet, and Rowland Hunt. In 1655 he made an 
exchange of lands in Hook- field, and on Perry-hill, lying be- 
tween the land of Edward Fryth, eſq. and Mary Wyatt; in 
1667, he paid to the aſſeſſment for the royal aid, at which time 
lived Richard Wadams, of Longdon, who had ſeveral eſtates in 
that place, and at Bradley-fields. 

In 1699--0, John Wadams, of Longdon, Mary his wife, and 
John their ſon, joined in purchaſing and alſo exchanging lands 
in Nether Stonall, and Chapel-fields, with Edward W yatt, and 
William his ſon. In 1671, John Wadams, of Nether Stonall, 
and Catharine his wife, purchaſed other lands of the Adcocks. 
In 1672, John Wadams, of Longdon,. bought the Pear-tree 
crofts, and the Abbey butts, with other fields there, of William 
Slater and Richard Marſhall; alſo, three years after, he, with 
John his ſon paſſed away lands in the Hook-field, in Nether 
Stonall, lying between the property of John Brown, gent. Row- 
land Reading, and Edward Wyatt; alſo in the Middle field, 
lying between that of Abraham Jordan, and William Hunt ; to 
the deed are evidence Thomas and John Dickenſon. In 1678, 
John Wadams, of Lower Stonall, . purchaſed fields named the 
Upper-ends, others lying near the Pitchley-fields, with part of 
the Gority-moors of John Banks; Elizabeth his wife, Edward, 
and Sarah, their children, all of Upper Stonall, ſeizine of which 
was given by John Brown, gent. William Stone, and Henry 
Farnel. About the ſame time he was concerned in the paſſing 
away of lands, called the Stony-acres, in or near the Heath-field, 
by John and Ann Thornton, of Lower-Stonall. In 1686, he 
_ ought lands in the Hurſt-fields, in Lyndon, with other fields 
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lying towards thoſe of Humphry Perſehouſe, gent. and William 
Botham; alſo others lying towards the eſtates of Anne Brandreth, 
widow, Humphry Perſehouſe, John Bulkley, of Little Aſton, ab. 
Margery, wife of Joſeph, ſon of John Bulkley. In 1692, we find 
John Wadams, of Nether Stonall, paid towards the poll tax; 
to Joſeph, ſon of Joſeph Wadams, and father of the preſent 
Joſeph, an uncle left the manſion and lands lying in this ham- 
let. In 172:, Catharine Wadams paid eleven ſhillings for the 
uſe of the Pendrels heirs, who had ſuch crown rents ſettled 
upon them by king Charles II. for their endeavours to preſerve 
him after the battle at Worceſter. In 1730-1 Joſeph Wadams 
paid the ſame ſum, and moſt likely the preſent poſſefſor pays 
the ſame. | 
In 1726, Joſeph Wadams, of Stonall, ſon of Thomas, of 
Longdon, married Anne, daughter of John Smallwood, of Great 
Barre, to whom were ſettled as truſtees John Stokes, of Dippings 
in Tettenhall, and William Adcock, of Nether Stonall, and upon 
her he ſettled the meſſuage here, lands named the Flatts, Croſley 
Pit pieces, Home Riddings, Quebb Meadows, the Moors, and 
the Chapel Hill pieces. By this Anne Smallwood he had iſſue 
one ſon, Joſeph, and three daughters. This laſt mentioned Jo- 
ſeph rebuilt the family houſe at Stonall. In 1758, he purchaſed 
lands and a manſion adjoining of Martyn Wood, of Shenftone, 
gent. and, in 1760, the eſtate near him, which had been long 
in the family of the Adcocks, but lately in Ambroſe Tibbats, of 
Bilſtone. This Joſeph Wadams married firſt ——, daughter of 
John Cook, and ſecondly, , daughter of Cox, of 
the Goſſes near Bell Broughton, but hath no iſſue. Pa 
The ſeveral families of - Sedgewick, Powell, Offley, and 
Stokes, had eſtates in Nether Stonall, but little is ſaid of them 
farther than has been already obſerved, 
H h a 
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Greenſbury, or Greenſberry Hill, in this hamlet, is a de- 
lightful ſituation, facing Druid's Heath, at a good diſtance from 
the road leading from Sutton Colefield to Stafford. It hath 
only one farm houſe, in the tenure of John Rawlins (ſon of 
Francis, who held it), whoſe family came from a place near 
Stafford caſtle, which yet bears the name of Rawlins's pieces, 
The farm with the Peatmore and part of the Boſſes is rated at 
2001. yearly, but is the eſtate of William Tenant, eſq. lord of 
the manor. 


t. o LYVND ON: 


The hamlet of Lynne is one continued road from Upper 
Stonall to Shenſtone village, extending itſelf full two miles, but 
hath not more than a dozen houſes. It is bounded hy Shenſtone, 
Footherley, Nether Stonall, Over Stonall, Cheſterfield, and the 
Aſh Crofts, | | 

There were two families, named, as I conjecture, from this 
place, ſettled here, or at Allerſchal (Alderſhaw), in the neigh- 
bourhood, as appears by two deeds in my poſſeſſion, one of 
Adam de Lynn or Lynde, dated 1311, and the other in 1315, 
8 Edward II. of John Fitz Nicolas de la Lynde. 

Lynne Hall was, unqueſtionably, the chief manſion in this 
hamlet, What figure it formerly made is hard to ſay, but 
what 
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what remains of it at preſent is mean enough, and ſtands 
upon little ground, excluſive of the barns and other outbuild- 
ings in the hands of a tenant, late John, now James Moſe- 
ley, his ſon. 

The firſt family that 1 find poſſeſſors of Lynne Hall, was that 
of the Hanleys, and, as I think, in the reign of king Henry 
VIII. About the PR of James I. or Charles I. it was alienated 
with other eſtates of conſiderable value, to the Erpes, by Tho- 
mas Stanley, eſq. of Alderſey Hall, in Cheſhire, father, or 
grandfather of Thomas Stanley, who was created a baronet by 
king Charles II. June 25, 1660. 

Of the Erpes the firit we meet with poſſeſſed of I. ynne Hall 
was Francis, in the reign of James 1. or Charles I. who had 
iſſue a ſon of the ſame name, a buſy man in the troubles in be- 
half of the Parliamentarians. In the 11th year of the reiga of 
king Charles II. he purchaſed the peal woods and coal pit 
leaſows in Wyrley Parva, of Thomas Fowke, eſq. and Ferrars 
Fowke, his ſon, with other lands there adjoining; and at that 
time, or ſoon after, he purchaſed a fourth part of the manor of 
Wall, with other eſtates and tenements therein; as alſo at 
Shenſtone, in Pipe, Hamerwick, Alderſhaw, and Lichfield, all 
in the county of Stafford, with ſeveral woods and coppices, two 
pieces called the Muckleys lying in Pipe and Wall ; two pieces 
in Hamerwich, called the Lady Hayes, Wall meadows in Wall, 
and lands in Pipe near it, with other premiſes in Shenſtone, Pipe, 
and Wall; the pieces named the White Leaſows near Wall, but 
in the pariſh of Shenſtone, but then under leaſe from the ſub- 
chancellor and vicars choral of Lichfield for more than ſixty years 
from the year 1646; a burgage tenure in the Bridge- ſtreet in 
the ſame city, a meſſuage in Bacon-ſtreet, with crofts and barns, 
a moor called Taverner's moor, a meadow called Aleſmore, ſe- 
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veral flats and parcels of field ground in the county of Lichfield, 
granted July 20, 1640. Allo, ſoon after, three acres in Monkſ- 
field, two acres in Smythfield, and one land in Hungerfield, in 
Lichfield field, In 1644 the ſaid Francis Erpe “, of Lynne 
Hall, gent. was choſen by col. Chadwick, capt. Leiceſter Bar- 
bour, William Bendy, Crompton, Gregg, capt, 
Henry Stone, 8c. part of the committee at Stafford, on their ſide, 
one of the two aſſeſſors of Edward Stamford, eſq. of Perry Barre, 
with Thomas Jordan, of Perry, to ſet the lands to the beſt ad- 
vantage, and pay Dorothy, wife of the ſaid Edward Stamford, 
the fifths, alſo to allot her Perry-hall, and two cloſes called Pale 
cloſe, and Bromes leaſow, at an appointed rent, her huſband 
being a delinquent, and in arms againſt the parhament, ſhe on 
the one hand engaging to ſecure Francis Erpe from the Royaliſts, 
and the committee to protect Thomas Jordan, and to pay weekly 
aſſeſſments for what ſhe keeps in her hands. In 1667, 
Erpe, of Lynne, paid 3s. 7d. ob. to the aſſeſſment for the 
royal aid, for one quarter; but this perſon ſeems to have been 
one of his ſons. In 1646, the aboveſaid Francis Erpe, the ac- 
tive governor of Ruſhal houſe againſt the king, Robert Tutbury, 
and Gabriel Parkhurſt, reſided in Dudley caſtle after its ſur- 
render. Francis Erpe, by Lettice his wife, had iſſue John, 
William, Henry (who died in 1658), Richard, Thomas, and 
Francis; alſo daughters. | 

Lyndon Hall, and the eſtates of the Erpe family, were ſold 
in parts about the reign of Charles II. and the hall was held by 
various tenants, if not ſometime by the next purchaſer, as by 
one Walkland, in whoſe time of holding it Shenſtone church was 
new pewed, as I have ſeen in a MS, and received by tra- 


* MSS. notes of the Staffordchire committee penes J. Burnes de Alderſhaw. 
dition. 
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dition. Next by Nock, after him by Richard Baldwyn, 
or William Wyvil, but I cannot ſay which was the firſt, Of 
the latter we have an account, that he was a perſon of circum- 
ſtances, having an eſtate of ſixty or ſeventy pounds yearly ; that 
he came from that part of the Peak in Derbyſhire that lyeth to- 
wards Leek ; but being inadvertently the death of a boy, this 
accident ſo exceedingly injured and involved him, that he ſpent 
moſt of that fortune. I ſhould have obſerved, that he lived ſome- 
time at Shenſtone hall, His ſons were Andrew, William, and 
James ; : from theſe are deſcended ſeveral families of the name, 
in the neighbourhood of Shenſtone and Sutton Colefield. 

Lettice Erpe, widow of Francis, died at Lynne, October 28, 
1669, by which we may nearly aſcertain the time of ſeating the 
church, the pews, in all probability, being torn in pieces during 
the ravages of the civil war. 

I have before ſaid, that the Erpes ſold their eſtates in parts; 
but the purchaſer of Lynne hall was Humphry Perſehouſe, ſon 
of John Perſehouſe, gent. deſcended of John Perſehouſe, of 
Walihal, who, in 1583, was, by the queen's herald at arms, 
declared by ſound of trumpet incapable of bearing the coat of 
arms he had uſurped, and orders were given at the fame time 
by the Somerſet herald, and others, at Lichfield, to the queen's 
ſubjects, that as they tendered her diſpleaſure they ſhould for- 
bear giving him the title or addition of e/quire or gentleman. 

Humphry Perſehouſe left Lynne hall and lands here to 
Lydiatt, his miſtreſs, and to his ſon by her, for their lives. 
Theſe poſſeſſions that John George Lydiatt fold to William, ſon 
of the aforeſaid Humphry. 

We have ſome farther account of this family from a noted 
antiquary *, who fays, near Ruſhall, at a place called Reynolds 


* Sir S. Degge. 
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hall, 1s the ſeat of one John Perſehouſe, whoſe father was a 
practitioner of the law, or his grandfather, and lived in good 
repute. His ſon adhered to the king, Charles I. in the late war, 
and was forced to a compolition with the parliament, at the rate 
of I191. by the name of John Pierſhouſe, of Reynolds haw, or 
hall, Walſal; the ſaid John was prebend and vicar of Weſton 
Pen, and Roſſe. The family had this ſeat in marriage with 
one of the daughters and coheirs of Walker, of Reynolds 
hall, whoſe anceſtor married the daughter and heir of Reynolds, 
in whoſe name and family it had for ſome time continued, 

Walker's arms, to which the family of the Perſchouſe had 
claim, were; Argent, a chevron, Sable, charged with two. bezants, 
Or, a creſcent of the firſt, between three creſcents of the ſecond. 

A pedigree of the Perſehouſe family is in my hands. 

John Perſehouſe, of Reynolds hall, the lawyer, had ifſue 
Richard, who, by Frances, daughter of Humphry Wyrley, eſq. 
had ifſue John (living in the reign of king Charles II), a very 
loyal perſon to king Charles I; he married Elizabeth, daughter 
of John Cheſter, eſq. and had iſſue John, aged ſeven in 1663. 
Him I take to have been the father or elder brother of Hum- 
phry, who bought Lynne hall. It ſeems clear that ſome of the 
family lived at this place; for, the regiſter mentions the interment 
of Granada Perſehouſe, of Lynne, June 22, 1655. 

William, ſon of Humphry, had iſſue William, of Reynolds hall, 
in the commiſſion of the peace, who died in March, 1734, 
leaving Richard“, and two daughters, by his wife, 
daughter of Parker, gent. He had a ſecond wife, —, 
daughter of —— Townſhend, but find no iſſue by her. 

One of the daughters married to John Douglas, D.D. chaplain 
in ordinary to the king, and canon of Windſor ; the other to a 
clergyman of Herefordſhire. | 


* Who married December 18, 1754, to Miſs Rachel Riley. 
Richard 
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Richard Perſehouſe, eſq. was left a minor. In 1762, he was 
one of the three perſons pricked down for ſheriff for the county 
of Stafford, but was not nominated or confirmed by the king. 
He became heir to —— Parker, of Bloxwich, gent. his mother's 
brother. He married two wives, both daughters of Ryley, 
of Worceſter ; by the firſt he had ſeveral children, who all died 
infants, but none by the latter. He, himſelf, had a tender con- 
ſtitution, and a thin habit of body which he greatly impaired 
alſo by his exceſſes, all which brought on a fever that carried 
him off in December, 1771, being not more than forty years 
old. By will he provided for his widow, but left the chief part 
of his eſtates at Reynolds hall, Walſall, in Ruſhall, with a moiety 
of the tythes of the laſt pariſh in Lynne, &c. to Morton Wal- 
houſe, ſon of — Walhouſe, eſq. of Hatherton on Cannoc, by 
Frances, ſiſter of Sir Edward Lyttelton, of Pillaton, baronet. 

In order to finiſh what I have to ſay of Lynne hall, I ſhall 
add, that I find one Iames Erpe, of Lichfield, in the reign of 
Henry VIII. whoſe ſon Iames married, in 1598, to Catharine 
Sherwood, of that city; and Henry to Alice Seale, in 1605, at 
Stow church, one of which perſons I look upon to be father of 
Francis, who ſettled in Shenſtone, and there purchaſed eſtates. 

Pouke Houſe, a meſſuage ſo named, formerly the eſtate of 
Crowther, was the property of John Moleſley, late of 
Lynne hall, and is in James his ſon at preſent : but of this te- 
nement and land heretofore appertaining to it, I obſerve a 
worth note but the name. 

Barnwalls, and Barnwoods, are lands ſo termed in this W 
which, as far as I can learn, went, as I have deſcribed other 
eſtates of the Rugeleys, to the Brandreths, and ſo to the family 
of the Hills, of Shenſtone park, of which Noel Hill, eſq. of 
Terne, is the preſent owner, in whom alſo remain the farms 
held 
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in part by Joan, James, and Thomas Moſeley, who hath erected 
a neat farm houſe adjoining to the hall aforeſaid, and in the 
Carrington family, held in 1772 by Francis Walters. 

Though notice is already taken of the Rudgings or Riddings, 
yet finding they were people of conſiderable property in Lynne, 
I could hardly paſs through this hamlet without adding a word 
or two more of the family, 

It ſeems then, that they began to ſettle here in the reign of 
Henry VI. or Edward IV. but little mention is made of them 
till 1470, when they were purchaſers of lands, and continued 
in a thriving ſituation till the troubles of king Charles I. which 
ruined them as well as thouſands more. Rowland Rudding, in 
the reign of James I. was of the ſame ſtock with James Rud- 
ding, who died here in 1581, by William his ſon. This Row- 
land purchaſed lands in fee farm lying at Nether Stonall, and 
elſewhere, of Rowland Fryth and Peter Alport, eſqrs. which 
they, in the third year of the reign of James I. had received by 
grant from the crown; alſo in the thirteenth year of the reign 
of James I. other lands of Richard Sylveſter, in Lynne, to 
which are witneſſes Laurence Serjeant, &c. In the 19th year 
of the reign of James I. he, for 401. bought of Rowland Green- 
Hill of the Aſhcrofts a meſſuage, croft, and nineteen acres of 
land lying near the land of Thomas Stanley, efq. to be held of 
the king in chief, as of the honour of Eaſt Greenwich. In the 
ſame reign, he had, from John Hunt, the Ham or Lome Rid- 
dings, in three parts, late part of the Moſs manor, before 
belonging to the abbey of Oſeney. I conclude he died about 
the year 1646, becauſe at that time his executor Wadams, 
of Nether Stonall, paid part of her fortune to Catharine, his 
daughter, wife of Rowland Greenhill, of Shenſtone. By Anne 
his wife he had iſſue John Ridding, Mary, and Catharine, which 

3 Mary, 


OF SHENSTONE 


Mary, in 1633, purchaſed a meſſuage and lands of William 
Bruertom. An obſerver of the difficult times of king Charles I. 
during the Civil War ſaid, eſpecially of this family, The Rid - 
dings were a good family at Lyndon, by their profeſſion Quakers, 
and in the troubles ſuffered greatly, being twice in a.very few 
days plundered of their cattle and proviſions ; and, farther, obliged 
to advance conſiderable ſums of money on the propoſitions of par- 
liament, beſides the weekly aſſeſſments enforced by the committee 
reſiding at Stafford, and their troops. The rough lands or fields, 
yet ſo named, were then covered over with ſhrubs and thickets, 
in a retired part of which theſe injured people had made con- 
veniences for their horſes and cher cattle. The plunderers, 
then called the Puritans and Reformers of the times, after fre- 
quently uſing theſe people as aforeſaid, aſſured them of ſecurity 
tor the future, againſt all farther abuſes, and engaged that they 
may bring home their cattle, but ſoon after ſeized both waggons 
and horſes.” Such was the infelicity of thoſe times, when the 
moſt inoffenſive people were not in ſafety as to their perſons, nor 
ſecure of their food even for an hour. 

In the year 1767, William and Nicolas, of Lynne; two of 
the name of Thomas, of Stonall ; William and Edward Rudding; 
all houſekeepers, paid to the aſſeſſment for the royal aid, fo 
often expreſſed. The whole line is now at an end, or reduced 
to one poor family, ' reſident in either of the Stonalls or Lyndon; 
ſuch ſtrange viciſſitudes does this life afford. The houſe chiefly 
of their abode in Lynne I take to have been that inthe tenure of 
Thomas Adcock (177 3), but do not poſitively affirm it. 

This manſion is at preſent a ſmall farm-houſe, built but 4 
few years ſince, in other reſpects convenient enough, having 
good barns and out-houſes, formerly, as I ſuppoſe, the property 
of the Ruddings, next of the Sylveſters, and afterwards of the 
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Dolphyns, of the Moſſe; John Dolphyn being the preſent 
owner, to which is annexed land of 2001. yearly value, or 
thereabouts, which, however, hath been improved, to the great 
advantage of the owner and tenant. 

The Adcocks have been long ſettled at Nether Stonall and 
Lynne; in 1584 died Robert Adcock of this pariſh; Anne, 
his wife, in 1595; they ſeem to have had iſſue Thomas, John, 
Anne, Alice, and Mary, who ail died before the year 1601. 
John, of Lyndon, ſon, as I think, to one of theſe ſons, mar- 
ried Mary, daughter of —— Wyatt, in 1600, and in 1602 
John their ſon was born; John, the father, or one of the ſame 
name, in the eighth year of the reign of James I. was witneſs 
to the ſeiſin of lands pafſed to Rowland Ridding by Rowland 
Fryth and Peter Alport, eſqrs. and was a perſon of conſiderable 
property; in 1652, he was executor to Henry Hunt, gent. 
John Adcock, living in the troubleſome times, was greatly ha- 
raſſed; the family and tradition ſay, that his fortune was much 
lefſened, and his dependants much abuſed both by friends and 
enemies. Not to aggravate circumſtances of ill uſage from his 
neighbours, two accounts are here given relating to his hard- 
ſhips in the Civil War, which will at the ſame inftant ex- 
emplify the conduct of the parliament committees and agents. 
Robert Tuthill, governor of Ruſhall-hall garriſon for the par- 
tiament in 1644-5, applied to the committee at Stafford“ for 
ſome farther ſupport for his men, affirming that the weekly 
aſſignations were not ſufficient, upon which the committee, 
Thomas Crompton, —— Jolliffe, Swynfen, Edward 
Broughton, Gregg, Thomas Pudſey, William Bendy, 
Henry Stone, John Simcox, Leiceſter Barbour, Edward Leigh, 


Minutes of the Committee. 


Ph. 
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Ph. Jackſon, Joſ. Whitehall, paſſed an order to collect gol. 
immediately, and to engage the public faith for it; from each 
perſon ſubſcribed, the twentieth of their perſonal eſtates, and 
the fifth of their land rents were exacted, viz. from Humphry 
Wyrley, of Hampſtead, eſq. 201. from John Adcock, of Nether 
Stonall, 101. from John Harriſon, of Aldrich, 61. from Tho- 
mas Harriſon, 41. from Richard Stone, of Park-ſtreet, Walſall, 
121. T. Oſborn, 10 l. John Cooper, of the Hill, both in Walſal, 
1ol. from John Anintyn, of Wall, 201. 

The following is a true copy of a receipt to John Adcock, of 
Nether Stonall, for advancing money to the parliament : 

„ Foraſmuch as John Adcock, of Nether Stonall, hath ad- 
vanced upon the propoſitions of parliament. the ſum of eight 
pounds, and hath paid the ſame into the receipt of this garriſon 
of Ruſhal howſe, theis are therefore to command and charge all 
officers and ſoldiers under my command; and to requeſt all 
other the forces for king and parliament, not to moleſt, vex, 
trouble, or offer any violence to the ſaid John Adcock, nor to 
pillage, plunder, or meddle with any of his goods or chattels; 
he, the ſaid John, ſtill continuing a friend to king and parlia- 
ment, and not doing, or conſenting to the doinge of any thing 
prejudicial to the kingdom and ſtate. Given under my hand at 
the garriſon of Ruſhal howſe, for king and parliament, this 
nynth day of May, 1645. Robert Tuthill.” 

John Adcock, born in 1602, died in 1654, or thereabouts, 
for then his will bears date; he left iſſue John, Alexander, and 
Anne, wife of H. Webbe, of Hamerwich, gent. 

John, in 1667, paid to the royal aid, and, in the reign of 
king Charles II. purchaſed of Alexander Ward that eſtate in 
Stonall which was aforetime the property of Thomas Rowe. In 
1669 he was concerned in an exchange of lands with Edward 


11 2 Wyatt 
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Wyatt and John Wadams. In 1671 he fold lands to the faid 
Wadams. He had iſſue, as I think, John, Alexander, and 
others, Alexander, in 1674, and other years, paid 13s. 6d. 
crown rent for land in his poſſeſlion, as part of the manor of 
the Moſs, of old time belonging to the abbey of, Olney. He 
alſo purchaſed an eſtate in Nether Stonall, of Richard Offley, of 
Brynton, Staffordſhire, in 1687. In 1692 he is mentioned as paying 
to the poll-tax, a matter, that though given by the parliament in zeal 
to king William III. was thought a great hardſhip on the ſubjects 
of a free country, and therefore diſcontinued. By this bill * all 
perſons (except ſuch as received alms of the pariſh) were to pay 
twelve-pence quarterly for one year; all tradeſmen and arti- 
ficers having an eſtate of the clear yearly value of 300 l. and 
upwards, ten ſhillings; all gentlemen, or reputed gentlemen, 
having an eſtate of 3001. or more; as alſo clergymen and 
teachers who had any eccleſiaſtical benefice or contribution to the 


value of 80 l. per annum, or upwards, 208, ; every lord of par- 


hament, either ſpiritual or temporal, the ſum of x01. ; and all 
perſons who ſhould refuſe to take the oaths to their majeſties 
double the ſums charged by the reſpective heads. 

Alexander Adcock lived to the age of 71, dying in 1721. 
Beſides lands, that he acquired by purchaſe or otherwife, he had 
from his father the Church acres in Chapel field, the Flatts on 
Chapel -hill, lands near Unnamed, Hogs hill, part of the High 
aſhes, and Heathfield, part of the Church fields near Cock 
heaths. In 1677 he married Jane, daughter of William Tom- 
kys, of Lichfield, gent. with whom, beſides a handſome for- 
tune, he .had lands in Great Wyrley; truſtees were Thomas 
Ward, of Shenſtone, and Thomas Dickenſon, ſenior ; John Ad- 


- * Polbtax bill. 
| cock, 
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cock, the father, likewiſe at this time gave them in marriage 
a meſſuage and cloſe adjoining, with a flatt, ſeveral acres of 
arable land, a meſſuage lately bought of John Brown, of Thornes, 
gent. Green crofts, bought of Thomas Aſtley; Commons crofts, 
bought of John Beſt, of Hintz; pieces in the Chapel field, the 
Croſs pits, and lands bought of Alexander Ward, gent. ditto in 
the Heath ficld, Middle field, and at the Hook pits, a piece ex- 
changed with Lydia Malkvn, land on the Chapel hill, late 
Alexander Ward's, and the Aſh lands; to which were evidences 
William and Thomas Tomkys, and Iſaac Hinckley, By this 
Jane Tomkvs, who died in 1729, he had iſſue William, who 
died in 1731, aged 55; Thomas, born in 1984; John; and 
Elizabeth, wite of George Parker, of Whittington, 

John, eldeſt brother of Alexander, in 1692, paid to the poll. 
tax; in 1676 married Ruth, daughter of Vaughton, of 
Tamworth, upon whom he ſettled in, marriage a manfion, and 
about fifty acres of land, called the* Cock heaths, part of Queb 
meadows, lands in Heath field, Chapel' fields, Hook-field, and 
Middle fields; witneſs Fr. Wolverſtan, Alexander Ward, Alex- 
ander Adcock, J. Botte. By this Ruth, who died in 1687, he 
had iſſue John, and Jonathan. John married Ann Shipton, of 
Tamworth, who tounded the hoſpital at London, named by him 
Guy's hoſpital, by her he had iſſne John, and Jonathan, and, 
as I think, Edward, and others, by a ſecond venture. Edward, 
of the Aſhcrofts, marrted Elizabeth, widow of Fr. Rawlins; of 
Greenſberry hill (ſon of John of Lyndon, who came from Raw- 
lins, near Stafford), who had iflue Joſhua, John, James, of 
Upper Stonall, Francis, and daughters. John, now of Greenſ- 
berry hill, married Dorothy, daughter of —— Lea, and hath 
children, By this Elizabeth Smyth, of Wyrley, widow of Fr. 

Rawlins, 
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Rawlins, he left iſſue Edward, now of the Aſhcrofts, William 
Mary, wife of Henry Curzon, of Hill, near Sutton Colefield. 

John Adcock had a tolerable good eſtate in Lynn and Nether 
Stonall, though the family was viſibly on the decline; in 172r 
he married Catharine, daughter of Robinſon, ſiſter of Mi- 
chael of Oldwood, Staffordſhire, on whom he ſettled a manſion 
at Nether Stonall, the Stoney acres, Coat Leaſows, a meadow 
near, the three Flatts, Queb meadow, Twenty acre pieces, and 
two meadows adjoining ; he died in 1746, leaving John, Jo- 
nathan, who died ſingle, 1772, Elias, who alſo died unmarried, 
in London, and three daughters; 1. Mary, wife of Walter 
Bydulph, of Barton under Needwood, eſq. uncle to Sir The- 
ophilus Bydulph, baronet, late of Elmhurſt, Staffordſhire . . . . 
+ + + . + » by whom ſhe hath iſſue, 2. Elizabeth, wife of Joſeph 
Swift, of the Boſſes; 3. Catharine, unmarried, 

John was bred an attorney, and was ſteward to John Offley, 
eſq. of Whichmore, Staffordſhire, member of parliament for 
Eaſt Retford, Nottinghamſhire. He married Eleanor, daughter 
of —— Wright, and hath children. In 1756, March 26, he 
and Jonathan his uncle, the executors to John deceaſed, ſold the 
eſtate at Stonall, and the family manſion, to Ambroſe Tibbats, 
of Bilſtone, by which means one of the principal houſes of the 
name of Adcock ceaſed here, In 1760 the ſame eſtate was 
paſſed over to Joſeph Wadams. 

William Adcock, eldeſt ſon of Alexander, maid Dorothy 
Lea, of Shenſtone village, in 1723; he is mentioned in ſome 

Vritings to have gone before Henry Dolphyn, clerk of the peace, 
and there to have taken the oaths to king George I. engaging at 
the ſame time to regiſter his eſtate, and name, which was ge- 
nerally done throngh the kingdom ; for the adminiſtering of 
which oaths, regiſtering, and receipts, the ſaid Henry Dolphyn 

exacted 
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exacted from the whole country a conſiderable ſum of money. 
The reaſon for proceeding in this manner in regard to the oaths, 
&c. was on account of the plot in favour of the Pretender, for 
which —— Howard, duke of Norfolk, Charles Boyle, earl of 
Orrery, lord North and Grey, biſhop Atrerbury, and others, 
were ſent to the Tower ; for which the biſhop was baniſhed, and 
Chriſtopher Layer, counſellor at law, executed. This William 
Adcock poſſeſſed a part of the land that made the manor of the 
Moſs, belonging of old time to South Oſney abbey, as appears 
by an account of the perſons who owned them, and who paid 
the Crown rents yearly for the uſe of the Pendrels, in the year - 
1731, of which this William was one; he died the next year, 
leaving iſſue Thomas, William, unmarried (1773), Elizabeth, 
wife of Simkin, of Swinfen ; and Dorothy, wife of John 
Biddle, or Biddulph, of Nether Whitacre, late of Footherley x 8 
both which have children. 

Thomas Adcock, (1773), of Lynne, has a pretty a in 
that hamlet and Nether Stonall, to which is annexed a manſion 
houſe that hath long appertained to the younger branch of this 
family ; by induſtry he hath added to his circumſtances, and is 
a a conſiderable tenant upon an eſtate belonging to John Dolphyn. 
This Thomas married —— Symkin, fiſter of Symkin, 
of Landwood, near Wyrley ; ſhe died, but left iſſue. In the 
ſame farm, and near the houſe in the land of Rydding, 
was a burial-ground of the Quakers ; it is to this day deſignedly 
marked out in the circuit of it by large trees, to prevent its 
being by miſtake ploughed up, and as a reſpectful memorial. 
To the ſame John Dolphyn belongs land formerly John Chat- 
ham's, afterwards William Stanley's (in the reign of king Charles 
II.), in the tenure of * Moſſe, of the Woodhouſes in Ha- 

merwick, 
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 merwick, till 1747; and ſince that date in the holding of Tho- 
mas Adcock, of Lyndon. 

The Whitacres were large open fields, lying to the Sandhills 
in Upper Stonall, Weſtward of Lynne town about the fourth of 
a mile, and contains ſomewhat more than a mile in circuit, part 
of them have been long encloſed; and, in 1762, the great 
open fields, named Neotsfield, near Lynne, Brookfields, near 
the Cranbrook, and the Whitacres were 'encloſed by an agree- 
ment between the owners, William Tenant, Thomas Hill, John 
Dolphyn, and Richard Perſehouſe, efſqrs. but at the ſole ex- 
pence of the tenants. 

Nates, or Neotsfields, were (in the reign of king Charles l.), 
or a part of them, the lands of ſohn Beſt and Elizabeth his 
wife, of Lynne, which, in 1656, they paſſed to Mary Wyatt, 
and which ſeemed aforetime to have been the property of Wil- 
liam Milner, to Mary Wyatt; Henry Fryth, gent, gave feizin, 
in preſence of Thomas Sylveſter, Joſeph Green, and others, 
Mary, daughter of the ſaid Mary Wyatt (and Ralph), carried 
lands ſo named (being a part purchaſed of John Beſt by Ralf 
Wyatt himſelf, as the deed exprefles), in marriage to James 
Whitehall; they, in 1662, fold a cloſe called Nate to John 
Jennings, of Over Stonall. In the eth year of the reign of 
Charles II. they ſold another cloſe called Neate, with other lands 
in Lynne, near Beſt's, to John Brown, of Footherley, gent. 
That year John Jennings, and Eleanor his wife, paſſed the 
Nate in their hands to Samuel Brown, of Footherley, gent.. 

January 29, 1678, John Barton and Dorothy his wife, of 
St. Saviour's Southwark, confirmed a deed paſſing land named 
the Nate, to Abraham Clifford Clifford, of Woburn, Bucks, 
for the uſe of Dorothy, wife of John Barton, and Henry Wigan, 
her fon by Simon Wigan, of Lynne. John Barton, and Do- 

I. ID rothy 


rothy his wife, at the ſame time ſold their moiety to the 
ſaid Henry, who, in 1681, with his ſiſters, ſold to Tho- 
mas and James Huniborn, and to John Jackſon, of Sutton- 
Colefield, the Neotſcrofts, the Half-nates, a meadow, a parcel 
of the Nate, and a houſe, all in Lynne; they again, in the 
third year of the reign of James II. paſſed them to John 
Wadams. In 1726, Thomas Wadams, of Longdon, and Su- 
ſannah his wife, ſettled them upon Joſeph their fon, then of 
Nether Stonall ; and, as I conjecture, they remain 1n the poſſeſ- 
ſion of Joſeph their ſon (1773). 

Francis Erpe, of Lynne, had a tenement and land, either in part 
of the Whitacres, or adjoining to them, which afterwards came 
into the name of Bayley, who were ſettled here in the reign of 
James I. at which time lived John Bayley, of Lynne, who died 
in 1662; he had iſſue John, Abraham, and daughters. Either 
the laſt John, or one of his name, paid to the poll-tax in 1692; 


and had iſſue William and others. Benjamin Bayley, in the reign | 


of George II. ſold the aforeſaid tenement and lands to 
Clement, alderman of Lichfield, in whoſe family they lately 
were on his deceaſe in the reign of George III. In this hamlet 
Joſeph Bayley had a meſſuage and land, 1770, late T urner's, 
and heretofore ———= Moreton's, eſq. 33s 
The Serjeants were people of ſome good property in this vil- 
lage and Thornes, at both of which they have reſided ; amongſt 
other lands, they had the Wrenplecks and Wallongs. The firſt 
I meet with is Laurence Serjeant, who, in 1605, married 
Anne Adcock, and had iſſue Rowland, William, and others. 

Rowland, of Thornes, in 1654, was executor to John Adcock, 
of Nether Stonall, and died x 667, after he had paid his aſſeſſment 
to the royal aid; he left iſſue, Rowland Edward, and Job. 
Rowland had iſſue Job, born in 1695, who, in 17255, married 
K KE Mary, 


* * 
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Mary, daughter of —— Vere. Another Job Serjeant, 1687, mar- 
Tied Margaret Tilly, of a good family in this neighbourhoad, 
They had, as I am told, William, who, in the reign of George TI. 
or George II. ſold the reliques of the family eſtate to Richard 
Paſſaw, of Nether Stonall, and Job, who died lately. 


The Bothams had an eſtate here as early as queen Elizabeth. 
This family had their ſeat at Bothams Hall, in the High Peak of 


Derbyſhire, whence a branch of them came to Michael Over, 


Derbyſhire, and about king Charles the Firſt's time purchaſed 
the ancient ſeat of the Burtons, of Lyndley or Lyndholme, in 
Loxley, near Uttoxeter. How the family came by lands in this 
place I cannot learn; but find John Botham often evidence to 
the grants of lands by Rowland Fryth and Peter Alport, parti- 
cularly in the 8th year of the reign of James I, Rowland 
Botham, in the 22d year of the reign of Charles I. owned part 
of the Hurſtfield in Lynne, and lands named the Bothams in 
Wood-end, afterwards the eſtate of Francis Prieſt, who, in 1687, 
ſold them to Walter Fowler, gent. as did Abraham Griffin fields 
ſo named, near the Pleckmoors, both which, in 1713, were 
in the Adams's, of Footherley. William Botham is mentioned 
of Lynne, 1685, His eſtate, in part, went by purchaſe to the 
Dolphyns ; John Dolphyn, eſq. had it 1773; a part is in John 


Cook, of Footherley, or Adams's heirs, having fallen to them 


by purchaſe of James Adams: to whom alſo Abraham Griffyn | 
ſold a ſhare left him by the will of John Sylveſter. | 
- Birchleys is an eſtate and manſion in Lynne, ſomewhat out 
of the road, and leaning towards Footherley. It was formerly 
the reſidence of a younger ſon of the Coopers, of which family 
mention is made in Little Afton. This place is ſometimes called 
Owl-hall, from its retired ſituation, and, with the farm belong- 
ing 
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ing to it, is in the tenure of George Botte. The Coopers had 
another farm here, formerly the poſſeſſion of Thomas Handley. - 

The family of Collins are found in this pariſh as ſoon as the 
regiſter begins, vis. 1579. They lived at Aſton, Little Hay, 
Footherley, and Lyndon, and are hardly to be diſtinguiſhed ; 
only of late years (in the reign of George I. and George II.), was 
Sampſon Collins, of Lynne, who enjoyed an eſtate of the Hunts, 
and paſſed it to Thomas Barfoot of Shenſtone village. 

In the reign of king Charles 1I. lived here Thomas Barfoot, a 
clergyman, who had iſſue (1672) Thomas, and other children; 
he left Thomas an uſeful and active perſon, well remembered 
in the pariſh, by ——, daughter of ——- Hodgets; he left 
five daughters, coheirs; one of them only is married, to James 
Rawlins, of Penford in Upper Stonall ; this farm is in the tenure 
of Edward Hoſkyns, of Stonall. | 

Joha Browne, gent. of Thornes and Footherley, was owner 
of a tenement and land here; this came by purchaſe to Daniel 
Stringer, whoſe nephew and heir, now living, waſted it in part, 
and then ſold them to ------ Sylveſter, and after D Webb, 
of Hamerwick; John Swift holds them. 

The Whitleys are the name of a meſſuage, croft, and lands, 
formerly the property of Rowland Ridding, and Thomas Rid- 
ding, his nephew, of Lynne. In the Igth year of the reign of 
James I. a part of the Whitleys were in Rowland Fryth, eſq. 
and his heirs, and are deſcribed to lie oa the Ickenild road. 


— 


The N of Be, had poſſeſſions in Lynne, Footherley, 
Stonall, and Hintz, ſome of which bear. their name. John 
Beſt, in the 22d year of the reign of king Charles I. and Eliza» 
beth his wife, ſold lands to Roger Bulkeley, in Hurſtfield, with 
a piece near Rowland Botham's, and lands late Francis Erpe's, 

| © + | and 
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and other fields near the eſtate of Jane Brandreth, widow : that 
year, being then of Hintz, they diſpoſed of a part of the Leet, 
or common fields, in Lynne, with fields in the Thornyhurſt, 
. near the rough Leatows, and Gibriddings, others near the 
Ravenſcoate, a meadow held by John Collins, three pieces in 
the Hurſtfields, between Thomas Riddings and Jane Brandreths, 
held by John Hervey and Henry Anſon, of Lynne, who was 
to hold them under the chief lord of the fee by the uſual cuſ- 
toms; witneſſed by Edward Scott, Roger Bulkeley, and Roger 
Adams. In the 24th year of the reign of king Charles I. they 
| fold land in Lynne to Raphael Wyatt, vis. a cloſe of Spring- 
wood, and a meadow in this hamlet, lately purchaſed of Wil- 
liam Milner. This John Beſt died before 1664, for then Eli» 
zabeth, his widow, ſold a part of his eſtate to Robert Griffyn. 
John Beſt (perhaps his ſon), in the 17th year of the reign of 
Charles II. had lands left here unſold ; but before 1677 John 
Adcock and others had in pofſeflion the Commons croft, and 
what was unſold by his parents John and Elizabeth, who, to- 
wards the end of the reign of king Charles I. lived at Footherley. 
The Bulkeleys are lands in this place, ſo named of a family 
that owned them ; theſe came after to the Erpes, in part, and 
to John Wilcox, who married Dorcas Bulkeley, about the reign 
of queen Elizabeth or James I. Humphrey Bulkeley had them 
and other poſſeſſions. Erpe's came to the Perſehouſe line, as 
before- deſcribed. Theſe Bulkeleys derived themſelves of the 
ſame family with thoſe of Stoke, in Shropſhire, and of thoſe 
that were, in the reigns of Edward IV. and Henry VII, lords of 
Chedleton and Stanlaw, Staffordſhire, and took the name of 
Stanlaw, originally of Eaton and Bulkeley, in Cheſhire, What 

IT find of them here is, that John, ſon of Humphry, in the 1oth. 
year of the reign of James I. had lands in Lynne, Hook-lane, 
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and Afton, in this pariſh, Thomas and Roger were that year 
evidences to John Hunt's diſpoſal of lands to R. Ridding. John, 
in the 22d year of the reign of Charles I. bought lands in Lynne 
of J. Beſt; in the 23d year of the reign of king Charles II. George 
Bulkeley was concerned in the ſale of an eſtate by John Byrch, 
of Aſton, to William Pretty, gent. John, and Joſeph Bulkeley 
his ſon, of Aſton, ſold lands in the Hurſtfields (Lynn), near 
the Bothams, in 1686. In the ſame reign, Roger, alſo the wi- 
dow, and Thomas Bulkeley, paid to the royal aid in 1667. 

Shepherds Hayes, in this village, were the poſſeſſion of the 
Duttons, of Wall; after of Crowther; the late Edward Adcock, 
of the Aſhcrofts, purchaſed them, and Edward his ſon enjoys 
them; they lie near the Aſhcrofts; as do the Hobmoors, an 
eſtate belonging to the Moretons, now inveſted in Stephen 
Sympſon, of Lichfield, attorney at law, or Charles, his ſon; in 
the tenure of Arthur Smyth. 

In Lynne, half a mile from Shenſtone, adjoining to the Aſh- 
croft farm, are two well-timbered coppices belonging to Noel 
Hill, and John Dolphyn, eſqrs. 

Near them is a meſſuage and farm, formerly the eſtate of 
Edward Handley ; after of Gilbert Walmfley, of Lichfield, eſq. 
and of Robert Walmſley, eſq. regiſter of Lichfield, who mar- 
ried, 1736, to ------, daughter of -=----- Afton, of Stow near 
that city, lately in the tenure of Nathaniel "Curzon, now of his 
daughter, wife of -----= Spencer; this eſtate is in the heirs of 
the Walmeſleys. 

Hunibornes are lands probably ſo named from the former 
poſſeſſors, and incloſed by the Huniborne family, often ſpoken of 
in old writings, They were afterwards the property of 
Barnes; next of Simon Wigan, from whom they came to Jo- 
ſeph Wadams, gent. of Nether Stonall, 7 4 

| | Rake 
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Rakemoors are rough pieces, or leaſows, purchaſe d « "6 
Jackſon, of Cheſterfield, lying between that village and Lynne; 3 
they were purchaſed, in 1731, by Richard Steel, Thomas Bar- 
foot, John Lea, Francis Rawlins, and others, with money be- 
longing to Stonall and Lynn, for the uſe of the poor of theſe 
two hamlets. 

Bullmoors are a conſiderable quantity of land lying between 
Hill Town, Lynne, and Cheſterfield, given to the poor of 


the whole pariſh, deſcribed in one of the church tables, as 


aforeſaid. 

Brandreth's pieces, in the diſtrict of Lynne, were the eſtate 
of Francis Erpe, in the reign of king Charles I. and went with 
thoſe ſold to the honourable and reverend Richard Hill, now 


(1773) in Noel Hill, of Terne, eſq. 


nr un. 


Hilton is ſo denominated from its ſituation on a riſing ground, 

in the road leading from Walſall to Wall. Though called a 
town, it in no degree deſerves the term; yet it ſeemed not im- 
proper to take notice of it, as the inhabitants of the Shenſtone 
fide of it lay claim to the donation of William Smyth, of Lon- 
don, to put out poor boys apprentice in their turn, and have 
enjoyed it. They call themſelves, indeed, a part of Upper 
Stonall 
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Stonall hamlet, but with what juſtice appears not. The village 
lies on Cannoc wood, above the Crane brook, which is named 
in Lynne; I ſhould therefore ſuppoſe it a part of Lynne, or of 
Cheſterfield, near which it is ſituated, at the diſtance of half a 
mile. Three or four mean families make up the whole belong- 
ing to Shenſtone, and theſe (if I miſtake not) are chiefly tenants 
to John Dolphyn, of the Moſs, eſq. Thomas Salt, of Hilton, 
in the reigns of George I. and George II. had a meſſuage, and 
Sandwell pieces, Welle pieces, or Wall lands, lands in Lynne, 
Carters-field, Cocks-piece, a meſſuage in -the Well-piece, and 
an eſtate at Blythbury ; his iſſue were Thomas, — wife of 
John Price, of Drakelowe, Derbyſhire; and Mary, wife of 
Thomas Dickenſon, of Nether Stonall. Thomas had iſſue John, 
who lived ſome time at Blithbury, on his own eſtate; John 
left Thomas Salt, of London; and Samuel, late of Dudley. 
The Hilton and Lynne eſtates are fold. 


* 


'C HES 


Cbeſterfeld is about two miles in circuit, reckoning the lands 
appertaining to it, being bounded by Shenſtone village, the 
Aſhcrofts, and part of Lynne lane, Lynne coppice, Crane 
brooke, Hilton (a manor purchaſed by the late Curſitor 
Smith, lord of the manor of Shenſtone), Wall, part of the 

; great 
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great road leading thence to Swynfen, and the road leading from 

| Shenſtone by Pindle-fields to Lichfield and Swynfen, though 
the village extends itſelf not -more than a quarter of a mile, 
"and has not more than ten families, on the way towards 
Lynne, the Aſhcrofts, and Shenſtone village, and lying upon 
the river ſometimes named of the e and frequently of 
the Bourne. * 

Cheſterfield has an obvious derivation from the Roman Ca. 
trum, from the Saxon Ceafter, and the old Britiſh Caer, of 
which - we have many inſtances through the kingdom, and field, 
Hence we may collect that this - place, probably to Shenſtone 
church hill, was the line of encampment for the. Roman forces 
generally ſtationed at Wall, cloſe to it. 

I ſhould ſuppoſe that Cheſterfield, or Campfield, was for- 
merly a place of ſome conſideration, and a manor ſeparate from 
Shenſtone, to which it is now annexed. It is mentioned as early 
as king Richard I. as a village, ſituate on the bank of the river 
Tame, which points out the antiquity of the place; as to its 
having inhabitants in king Richard the Firſt's time, but as to 
lying on the Tame, it is a miſtake; for, it lies on the Hamer- 
wick water, at this village, bearing different names as afore- 
ſaid; the ſaid water, indeed, after a courſe of ſeveral miles, runs 
into the Tame. 

In that reign a family of note, called Cumber ford, owned. this 
townſhip, and Alan de Cumberford was lord of the manor, 
called, by Holinſhed, Cheſterforde. There was Alan de Cum- 
berford in Henry the Firſt's time. Alan de Cumberford (t. Wil- 
liam I. or William II.) had iſſue Alan (t. Henry I.) of Wiggington, | 
near Tamworth, and Cheſterfield in Scerteſtan, or Shenſtone ;_ 
his ſons were Roger and Richard; the latter had iſſue three 
daughters; 1, Agnes, wife of J. Shepey; 2. Anne, wife of 

8 | | Alan 
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Alan Quilette, and Sybil of Richard Hopwas. I find ancther ACy 
count ſays, there was an elder ſiſter Margery, wife of Radulph 
Bonenghall or Bolehall, who had Richard, father of Jobn, who 
had iſſue Alice, wife of John King, chat died iſſueleſs. Ri- 
chard Hopewas and Sybil had iſſue William, of whom John, 

father of William, who had Anne, heir to part of the Cum · 
berford eſtates; ſhe carried them to the Edenſors, of which 
line was Thomas (1583), of Cumberford, who married Do- 


rothy, daughter of Humphry Comberford, of that place, and a 


nad Chriſtopher Edneſor, and others. 


Edneſors family arms were, Argent, 3 horſe-thoey Sable, 
between a feſs, Gules. | 
| Roger Cumberford, ſon of Aly, had a * William, uo 
by Alice his wife, had John that died without iflue, and Ri- 
chard, ' who, by Agnes his wife, had John, lord of Cumberford, 
and other eſtates, who, by Joan his wife, had William, father 
of John, to whom he married his ward Joan, daughter and 
heir of John Parles (in the reigh of Henry VI. or Edward IV.), 
which Joan was a great Heireſs, lady of the manors of Shittle 
Hanger and Handſworth, Staffordſhire, and others. They had 
iſſue Thomas, who, by Dorothy, daughter of Robert Fitzher- 
bert, had - iſſue Margaret, wife of William Stanley, and Hum- 
phry, whoſe wife was Dorothy, ſecond. daughter and coheir to 
John de Beaumont, lord of the manor of Wedneſbury (of the 
blood royal of England and France), ſon of Henry, by Eleanor, 
daughter of John Sutton baron Dudley, of Dudley caſtle. Hum- 
phry had iſſue Thomas, Humphry, Mary, wife of Walter Har- 
court, and Iſabel of Gervaſe Rolleſton ; ſhe died without iſſue. 
Thomas, lord of Cumberford and Wedneſbury, by Dorothy, 
daughter of William Wyrley, had: ſue William, Edward, and 
n wife of William Stamford, eſq. William married, 


: £4 Ll | | I, Eel 
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I. ---=--, relict of . Spencer, of Ratcliffe near London, but 
had no child by her; 2. Mary, daughter of William Skeffing. 
ton, of Fiſherwick, eſq. by whom he had Humphry, Tho- 
mas, John, William, Francis, Richard, John, Henry, Anne, 
and Mary, wife of W. Holte, of Aſton, anceſtor to Sir Charles 
Holte, baronet, 1773. Thomas, father of William and Ed- 
ward, died in the 40th year of the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth, ſeiſed of the manors of Wiggington, Cumberford, and 
Wedneſbury ; alſo of divers lands in Hopwayes, Cotton, Tam- 
worth, and Tameborne. Humphry, ſon of William Cumber- 
ford, married Mary, daughter of Robert Stamford, of Perry hall, 
eſq. and had iſſue Humphry Thomas, Robert, William, Anne, 
Joan, and Dorothy. 

I meet with a colonel Cumberford, of Cumberford, in the 
civil war ; with William, who bought, in the reign of Charles I. 
part of Manceſter, Warwickſhire, of George Lewis, eſq. alſo 
with William, who, in the 13th year of the reign of James J. 
purchaſed Bole-hall of William Anſon, eſq. To theſe 1 add, 
that Thomas Fitz Robert granted to Alan de Cumberford a. vir- 
gate and half of land, which was Roger de Wynton's (I ſuppoſe 
in the reign of king Henry I.), to be holden of him and his 
heirs, by the ſervice of a.pound of pepper yearly, as evidenced 
by Robert Fitz Geoffry, Roger de Puignat, Robert, the chaplain, 
William Hales, Roger de Hardford, Godfrey de Brierley, a prieſt, 
and Nicolas de Lichfield; all knights. The deed is not dated. 

Cumberfotd bore two coats, 1. Gules, a talbot Argent, 
2. Gules, on a croſs engrailed, Or, 5 roſes of the firſt, 

We have given a genealogy of the family, but the townſhip 
and manor of Cheſterfield was alienated in a few generations. I - 
have ſeen an original deed in the hands of the late Walter viſ- 


count * at Ingeſtre, ſecured by Walter, a noted anti- 
tiquary, 
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tiquary, of this family, in which it is remarked, chat in the 
reign of Edward II. or III. lived Sir William Bagot, of Hyde, 
and Sir Ralph, his brother, one of which owned this hamlet and 
manor of Cheſterfield, - at that time, named in the pariſh of 
Shenſtone, and fold it to Sir Robert de Grendon, of whom I 
intend to ſpeak hereafter. | 

Two copies of deeds i in my hands ſpeak of Geoffry Fitz Wal- 
ter de Ceſtrefield, granting lands to Nicolas Fitz Robert Good- 
wyn, of Alreſhaw (Alderſhaw, about half a mile off). And 
that Geoffry Lyly de Ceſtrefield granted and confirmed to Si- 
mon, ſon of William de Allerſhall, the lands he held of him, 
dated 13 36, in the gth year of the reign of king Edward III. 
The firſt hath no date. 

In the centre of the village ſtands a large old manſi jon, — * 
as far as I can learn, hath always been looked upon as the prin- 
cipal one. It is in the ſtyle of ſtructures not later than queen 
Elizabeth's days, low, full of timber, and ſtanding on a large 
foundation, with a court or garden to the road. This manſion 
was long the reſidence of the A/ens, of whom we know little 
with any degree of certainty. - Samuel Allen, eſq. and Joſeph, 
Whittington, formerly poſſeſſed an eſtate in Over Stonall, in the 
tenure of George Hawe, which had been in the Stevenſons, and 
aforetime in the name of the Smyths, but we cannot ſay he was 
of that line. 

William Allen, in the reign of Henry vin. nad ifſue William, 
of this place, who died in 1596, leaving a ſon John, who had 
Richard, of Lynne, Afterwards we obſerve the name in Foother- 
ley, Wood-end, and Little Hay. James Allen, gent. paid to 
the royal aid in 1667, and then reſided at Cheſter fiele. 

Next we find this manſion and eſtate in the Jannochs and, 
the Hammonds, of which name we- meet with Vincent Ham- 
LI 2 mond, 
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mond, in the reign of king William III. married, in 1702, to 
Ann Sclater, and with Thomas Hammond of 'Edjial hall, near 
Lichfield, 170 5; the heirs of which Thomas 1 take to be Fet- 
tiplace Notte, eſq. high ſteward of Lichfield, and tw ] ---<=-ed 
Hammonds, one wife of- Adey, of Lichfield, deceaſed, the 
other of Francis Cobbe, eſq. It was afterwards in the Palmers, 


at preſent in the Smyths. This purchaſer was brother of the 


late Sir George Stun, baronet, who married , daughter 
of the reverend Vyſe, rector of St. Philips in Birming- 
ham, and prebendary of Lichfield #- which perſon left it to his 
daughter, ſiſter of Abel Smyth, 'of Nottingham, gent. This was 
tately in the tenure of Benjamin Dorrington, now in bis widow, 
and ſons, Joſeph and Thomas Dorrington, | 

' Higher in the village towards Wall ſtands another manfion, 
more modern, built of brick, which hath for ſome genera- 
tions, with a confiderable eſtate belonging 1 to it, been! in res name 
of the Fack/ons, before the reign of Elizabeth. th 

The firſt mentioned here is John (ſon of Jotw), brddter 5 
Kichard, of London, who had ifſue Henry (1 579), Margery, 
and others. Richard was a barriſter of Clement's Inn, Middle- 
ſex. Amongſt other purchaſes made here was that (in the 4ſt 
year of the reign of queen Elizabeth) of the Rakemoors, jointly 
with William Quintyn, lying near Cheſterfield and Lynne, of 
Edward Stanley, of Tonge, Salop, eſq. Theſe and other lands 
came to the family of John Jackſon. We may therefore conclude, 
that this Richard was the chief means of eſtabliſhing this family 
here, Anne, a daughter of John, was married to William 
Quintyn, which will in ſome degree account for their jointly 
purchaſing of Edward Stanley. Next 1 find Edward Jackſon 
> 599), who- had iffue John, "Wenn, OOF wham I look 


upon 
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upon to have been remarked in the family by the title of cap- 
tain (and which hath generally been applied to the eldeſt of his 
family to this day); Anne, and Francis. William, of Cheſterfield, 
had · iſſue John, Thomas, and others. Captain Henry joined the 
parliament party in the troubles, and, February 8, 1643, had a 
troop given him, and ſoon after raiſed another troop of 80 horſe, 
which, with their arms and furniture, were valued at 8 50 l. 
for which he was- allowed 8 per cent, and the public faith for 
the money, ſigned May 12. Simon Rugeley, H. Stone, Ph. 
Jackſon. The weekly contributions of Walſal Borough and Fo- 
reign, ' Barre, Aldrich, and Bentley, were aſſigned to him. He? 
was ſo active for the cauſe, that Purton, Treſcot, Patteſhull, 
Wrotteſley, Codſhal, and Penford, which had been aſſigned for 
the pay of captain Gough's men (who was abſent, and had but 
a few men), were given to him, who was to provide for, and 
be affifted by Gough's men; alſo the following tdwns; wirn 
their weekly pay, exacted for the army, vis. Bilſtone and Brad - 
ley, 3I. 1 58. 10d. Clent 41, 38. 2d. Bobington 3I. T4. 9d. Brome 
Il. 7s. Tod. Amblecote 11, 178. zd. Aredley 51. 1 18. 3d. Sedge- 
ley 61. 108. Buſhbury 41. 178. 6d. Moſeley 11. 1 28. 2d. Swinford 
Regis 51. 48. Hymnley 11. 68. Rowle gl; 48. Kynver 61. 10s. En- 
ville 6l. Tos. Perton and Treſcot 21. 1 28. Patteſhal al. 1286. 
Wrotteſley 21. 88. Codſhal 21. 48. 2d. Penford 11. 9s. 3d. Woker 
11. 6s. Total 70l. 1 38. 3d.; rated the lower, becauſe ſome of 
the places were in the enemies quarters. He lived alſo up- 
ori free quarter on the eſtate of captain Robert Groſvenor, in 
Buſhbury, and Richard Bryans; theſe circumſtances,” to which 
we could add many more, ſhew the activity of captain Henry 
Jackſon. William aforeſaid, was living in 1672, when Mary 
his wife died. John, his ſon, died in 1682, leaving Henry, 
| TE Edward, and other children. Henry married Dorothy- 
| Reynolds, . 
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Reynolds, and, as I think, ſettled elſewhere ; Edward had alfo. 
iſſue. John the elder, as he is called, died at Cheſterfield in 17 11, 
leaving John, who, by Eſther his wife, had John, &c. born in 
1715. John, the father, in 1731 fold lands called the Rake- 

moors, to the inhabitants of Lyndon and Stonall, for the uſe of 
the poor of thoſe hamlets, for whom were truſtees Thomas 
Barfoot, John Lea, Joſeph Wyatt, Richard Steele, and others. 
By an agreement then made, the purchaſed land was to pay one 
halfpenny levy out of the Cheſterfield eſtate, and 31. was al- 
lowed John Jackſon, towards paſſing the fine for farther ſecu- 

rity. The ſame John ſold land called the Bofles, and a coppice 

near Lynne, to the late John Dolphyn, eſq. This John was 
ſon of John, ſon of another John who came out of Eſſex, and 
claimed the Cheſterfield eſtate, as heir at law, and then married 
Joan, daughter of William Turner, of Hill, as the family give 

account. John Jackſon died at Cheſterfield in 1664, leaving 

ſeveral ſons and daughters. The eldeſt ſon, ſuppoſing himſelf 
barred of his paternal inheritance by his father's will, put the 

buſineſs into the Court of Chancery, which bath not yet (1773) 
decided the ſaid right, nor ſeems likely to do it till the greateſt 

part is ſpent, and a family deprived of an eſtate that greatly 

wants it. In this family are certain fields called the Watages, 
or Hayes, Upper and Nether ; alſo lands formerly the property : 
Of -==-—- Torakys. 

We add, that William Jackſon, in the reign wy So I | 
owned lands in Lynne, and Stonall, but cannot affirm he was 
of this line; Edward Jackſon was alſo, in the 13th year of the 
reign of king Charles I. witneſs to the enfranchiſing of an eſtate 
to Margaret Thornton, of Footherley, by William Fryth, and 
Thomas Moreton, efqrs. I find too, that John Jackſon, of 

Cheſterfield, paid five ſhillings and ten-pence to the aſſeſſment 
— A WE | for 
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for the aid of king Charles II. in 1667; and that John Jackſon, 
of this village, paid to the ** in 169 25 for himſelf and 
family. 


A family named Bull had lands here, but they paſſed ſoon to 


the Jackſon's; in 1692 1 find two named Richard Bull, who 


paid the poll - tax for themſelves and AE The Poors Bul- 


moors were probably their eſtate. 

The name of Miner is ancient in this place, and is the ſt 
that occurs in the regiſter, is Thomas, who had a child bap- 
tized March 6, 1579; next Edward Milner, 1599; Nicolas, 
and Humphry, who died in 1610. Stephen was living here in 
the reigns of queen Elizabeth and king James I. They had lands 
in Stonall, Cheſterfield, and Lynne, in which laſt hamlet John 


Beſt purchaſed a part of them. The eſtates are alienated, but 


there yet remains a branch of the family at the Boſſes. 


'Banke's moors, formerly in a family of the name . Dany 


Stonall, but, as we-have obſerved, now in Joſeph Wadams. 


The Smyth, of this hamlet, in the reigns of William III. and 


queen Anne, had an eſtate here, part of which was Mob Hay 


meadows ; afterwards in the Duttons, of whom we mean to - 


ſpeak elſewhere, purchaſed ſince by Ann Burnes, gentlewoman. 
'Boar moors were in the Duttons, purchaſed by them of the 

Erpes, and went as the Mob Hays. 

Simon Byddulph, of Elmehurſt hall, near Lichfield, poſſeſſed 

two or more meſſuages here in the reigns of queen Elizabeth and 


James 1. ; Michael Byddulph, his ſon, fold theſe; with other | 


eſtates, Sept. 20, 1636, to John Jordan, of Aldrich; gent. and 
John Hawkes, of Sheffield, Staffordſhire; ' Witneſſed by Ni- 
colas Potte, Thomas Worley, Theophilus Byddulph, and others; 
as then held by William Clarke, and William Bowring, which 


eſtates John Jordan and John Hawkes paſſed away in 1641 to 


2 Alice 
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Alice Robyns, of Lichfield, being then named Barn woods, with 
fields and meadows, near the two meſſuages, and twenty-one 
acres elſewhere in this village; William Bowring and William 
Clarke, in 1667, paid to the aſſeſſment for the royal aid. 

A family of the Lanes had property here, Of this family, as 
I conjecture, was William Lane, who married Elizabeth Stanley 
in 1 58 5. Edward Lane, clerk, had lands here and at Foother- 
ley, in 1647. John, in 1667, paid to the royal aid for his 
eſtate in Cheſterfield, though his refidence was then at Sutton- 
Colefield. John (probably his fon), was, in 1672, living here, 
and an evidence to the purchaſe of lands by John Thick- 
brome, of Little Hay, of the lords of the manor. He had iſſue 
Elizabeth, born 1682, and next year died Mary his wife, As I 
find no notice of him in the liſt that paid the poil-tax in the 
reign of William III. I conjecture he was dead before that time, 
and, if any of the name and family remained to that date, they 
were removed from this place. | 

Michael Clerke Tilly, about the reign of William 1. had an 
eſtate here, and by Anne, daughter of John Brandreth, eſq. 
had iſſue Michael, of this village, and, as I ſuppoſe, Margaret, 
wife of Job Serjeant ; part of the lands belonging to the Tillys 
were purchaſed of two families named Mathews and Quintyns. 

William Walton had poſſeſſions at Cheſterfield about the 
reign of James I, or Charles I. Theſe came to the Jeflons, a 
family that lived near that time at. Lichfield; beforetime at 
Harehouſe, a little diſtance from that city, and acquired a for- 
tune chiefly by farming and purchaſing timber. In this name 
were eſtates called Pates land, and Maple Hayes in Pipe, beſides 
many others in Shenſtone and Cheſterfield. The firſt named is 
about . He had a ſon, father of William, who had iſſue 


William 
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William Jeſton, barriſter at law, and a conſiderable perſon. 
Part of his acquiſitions went to his ſiſter's ſon Phineas, ſon of 
Phineas Huſſey, of Wyrley and Brewood hall; eſq. but what he 
owned in this village paſſed to the Smyths, whoſe anceſtor was 
Richard Smyth, of this place (1667), and was a few years 
ſince in the poſſeſſion of James Smyth, and the tenure of Jona- 
than Brooks: 

In 1745 were the ſeveral open fields in this diſtrict divided 
to the ſeveral proprietors, and encloſed, Theſe were chiefly Abel 
Smyth, and John Dolphyn, eſqrs. John Jackſon, Richard Green- 
ſhield (yet living), Benjamin Derrington (in the family ſtill), 
Edward Jackſon, of Wall; the fields were named Church-field, 
Cheſterfield crofts, Smyths flatts, the Balk, Common and Mea- 
dow pieces, Great-field, Little Church- field, and Horſely- fields, all 
which, being well cultivated and improved, are become fruitful. 

The tythes of this hamlet were ſold, by Michael Brandreth, 
of Shenſtone Hall, eſq. to John Porter, attorney at law, father 
of Sheldon Porter, lately deceaſed. | 


Wi 3. Jo 


The Roman name given to this place ſeems to be Vallum; 
hence the Saxons called it Fall, others Etocetum, and Walllega, 
but whatever the true name was (for ſorne have given it 

M m | the 
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the term Mandueſſedum or Manceter, (though falſely, ) it is very 
clear that it was a Roman ſtation at the time of their laying out 
and forming the famous way, now remaining, and called the 
Watling-ſtreet, One account ſays, that two roads were carried 
on from the Acemanceſier + and the ſtreet called Aceman- 
Aireet (fo named from the fick perſons or people with aches 
and diſtempers that travelled that way for a cure) to Rate 7, and 
Manduefſedum, i. e. the village called the Wall, in Staffordſhire. 
This we obſerved was a miſtake, and may farther appear when 
we come to treat of the Roman roads that are carried * 
Wall F. We have curious accounts of it, as follow: 

Wall, now a ſmall village, but anciently the Eiocetum, which 
1 in his Itinerary makes the next ſtation to Mandueſſedum 
or Manceter, Mr. Camden for- ſome time was of opinion 
that Uttoxeter was the place; but, having ſurveyed Watling- 
ftreet very accurately, he found he was miſtaken, and ingenu- 
ouſly confeffeth it; in concluſion he poſitively determined this 

to be the place. His reaſons for it are, that the diſtance be- 
tween Mandueſedum (i. e. Man Britiſh for exiguum little, and 
Ceſire, Caſtrum, camp), and Ezocetum exactly anſwers, and that 
he met with the ruins of an old city near the road ſcarce a mile 
from Lichfield, which the inhabitants allo believe and aver. 
The name of it at this day is Wall, from the remains of certain 
walls there which encompaſs two acres of land retaining the 
name of the Caſtle croſt, as if one ſhould ſay the field of the 


C aſtle. 


*' Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire. 

+ Bath. Urbs ægrotorum hominum. 
1 Leiceſter, 

See the Appendix. 
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Near this ſtood another antient city on the other ſide of the 
way, which was demoliſhed before the time of William the Con- 
queror, as the inhabitants from the ſame tradition tell us, and 
withal ſhew the ſituation of it; gueſſing it to be ſo from 
the great foundation, which ſeems the more probable from the 
abundance of rubbiſh lying about it, and ſeveral coins of Ro- 
man emperors, which they produce; theſe being always reck- 
oned the molt infallible proofs of antiquity. | 
Dr. Gibſon adds, „Upon the Roman way near Lichfield, we 
find a village called Wall, which is ſuppoſed to have taken that 
name from the fragments of an old wall upon the North ſide of 
Watling-ſtreet; Mr. Camden rightly ſuppoſes it to be the Ezo- 
cetum of Antoninus, and the two antient pavements wherein 
there appear Roman bricks, with the remains of antiquity diſ- 
covered at Cheſterfield on the other ſide of the way put it be- 
'yond all diſpute.” Mr. Camden thinks the coins an infallible 
proof of its antiquity, and ſo. much the rather, becauſe the Ba- 
ſilical ſtreet, (otherwiſe called the pretorian, ſometimes con- 
ſular and military way,) called Watling-ſtreet, continues hence 
very fair and plain, and almoſt without breach, till it is croſſed 
and interrupted by the river Penk, which hath a ſtone bridge 
built over it at Pennocrucium, or Penkridge, and ſtands at the 
ſame diſtance that Antoninus hath fixed, 

Another author * ſays, * A wall one mile and half 8. J W. 
of Lichfield, juſt at the diſtance Antoninus ſets between it and 
Mandueſſedum, or Manceter, there remains in the lane on the 
North ſide of the ſtreet-way ſome ſmall fragments of a wall, 
which, it is ſuppoſed, gave the preſent name to the village; and 
in the corn- field now termed the Butts, between the village 
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and ſome ſmall cottages on the brook: below, I was ſhewn two 
- pavements, one above the other, at leaſt four feet. The up- 
permoſt, which lay within eighteen inches of the ſurface, being 
made for the moſt part of lime and rubble ſtone, and the low er- 
moſt of pebbles and gravel knitted together with a very hard 
cement, about four inches thick, laid upon a foundation of 
Roman brick, and under them boulder ſtone of a foot thick 
more. Above the uppermoſt of theſe they often meet with Ro- 
man money, whereof I was thewn three pieces, of Nero, Domi- 
tian, and another emperor, ſo eaten with ruſt as not to be cer- 
tainly diſtinguiſhed. 

Of this fort or wall little remains, except a part of the 
foundation, the reſt having been at different times carried away 
for repairs of building, or turned up and removed with ſome 
expectation of finding money and in part to level and cul- 
tivate the ground it ſtood upon. This, and ſome old walls raiſed 
with a cement yet ſubſiſting, which form the garden of Thomas 
Jackſon, gent. are all of the two cities that time hath ſpared, 
begun or built, probably, by Julius Agricola, the Roman lieu- 
tenant in Britain under Veſpaſian the emperor, in whoſe time 
the Britains made great improvements, becoming more civilized ;” 
expreſſed by hiſtorians * in the following terms: : 

* Whereas the Britons, hitherto harraſſed with oppreſſion and 
wars, had little leiſure or will to apply. themſelves to things 
which accompany peace, and are the ornaments of civil and 
| ſettled ſocieties; and therefore were prone on every occaſion to 
revolt and ſtir; to induce them by pleaſures to quietneſs and 
reſt, he exhorted them in private, and helped them in public, to 

build temples, houſes, places of afſembly, and common reſort ; 
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and 
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and likewiſe provided, that the ſons of their nobles ſhould be 
inſtructed in the arts and ſciences, commending the induſtry 
and preferring the wits of the Britons before the ſtudents of 
France, as being now grown curious to attain the eloquence of 
the Roman gentry, yea, even the gown, the habit of peace and 
peaceable arts, and to delight in gorgeous buildings, banquets, 
and baths.” Now one can hardly ſuppoſe a Roman governor, of 
ſuch policy, ſo well approved of by the natives, as is elſewhere 
deſcribed, and who had ſuch opportunity of carrying on great 
works, would neglect to form roads through the bogs, woods, 
and faſtnefſes, with which this land abounded, for the better 
ſecurity of travellers, as well as for the farther eſtabliſhment of 
the Roman dominion here. Anorher reaſon alſo offers, from 
his conqueſts of North Britain, part of Wales, and the Iſle of 

Angleſey, why the roads ſhould be commodious for the march- 
ing of armies, and why manſions or ſtations ſhould be erected 
at proper diſtances : ſuch are ſuppoſed to be Manceter, Wall, 
Penkridge, Stretton, and others in this neighbourhood.. I * the 
rather think theſe works were at this time effected, becaule it is 
expreſſed, that the N orthern inhabitants of this iſland, more at 
liberty, and emboldened by their bogs and rochs inacceſſible, ſet 
themſelves in a few years after to withſtand their wrongs, to 
whom alſo many others joined their affections, whereupon ſome 
bickering enſued with loſs and blood. After they were cruſhed 
by Hadrian, it is added, © the Southern Britons ſeemed not 
greatly to contend, but patiently bore the yoke of ſubjection, 
which time and cuſtom had made leſs painful, the rather for 
that they ſaw themſelves to ſtand in need of the Romans help 
againſt the inroads of their own countrymen, whoſe cruelty was 
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now. as much feared as in former times the invaſion of ſtran- 
gers. Whereupon they conformed themſelves more willingly 
to the Roman laws, both in martial and civil affairs.” Or, 
perhaps, theſe works were to better eflect carried on by Severus 
the emperor, Who, as well as Hadrian, did great things in this 
iſland, in the way we have related, and reſided at Vork; on 
which it is obſerved, that the ſtations of the Roman colonies 
were the ſeed plots of all our cities and principal towns, 

Another writer ſays *, that Julius Agricola was not wholly 
taken up by war, but carefully informed himſelf in whatever 
related to the government of this province, and the moſt pro- 
per methods to keep the ſubjects in obedience ; he alſo redreſſed 
ſeveral abufes, which had been introduced by the greedineſs or 
negligence of preceding governors. In this ſecond campaign, 
after making ſome acquiſitions, he obſerved, that the Romans 
commonly loſt in the winter what they had ſubdued in the ſum- 
mer, and that this was owing to their not daring to winter in 
thoſe countries, as being too much expoſed ; . he therefore re- 
ſolved (that this might be prevented for the future) to erect 
forts in the moſt convenient places ; where keeping garriſons in 
the winter, they would always be in readineſs to repel the 
enemy. As he perfectly well underſtood this branch of the 
art military, the forts were ſo advantageouſly ſituated, and built 
in ſuch a manner, that the Romans were under no neceſſity of 
quitting, and the enemies could never maſter them. 

Ulpius Trajanus cruſhed the revolted Britons, appointed the 
municipal laws at ſeſſions and afhzes, ordered the rods and axes 
to be preſented to the backs and necks of the common people, 

and enlarged the Roman roads here F. 
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Theodoſius, being ſent hither by Valentinian the emperor 
(who reigned anno Chriſti 364), ſettled Britain in quiet, re- ei- | 
fied the cities, repaired the garriſon caſiles, fortifying the frontiers 
with landing watches and f/irong forefences, or, as Rapin has it, 
« {ſecured and re-eſtabliſhed London, rebuilt the fortifications 
and caſtles which had been ruined, and put them in a condition 
to check any future invaſions from the Northern people.” 

Theſe authorities quoted ſhew ſufliciently, that ſuch forts as 
we are ſpeaking of were erected by Julius Agricola, and pro- 
bably this named Wall among, the reſt, as being a pretorian 
or conſular road, The reader, however, is left to his own ſen- 
timents, whether Severus, Hadrian, Trajan, or Theodoſius, ef- 
fected theſe matters. The following times were ſo full of con- 
fuſion, and the Roman empire ſo harraſſed on every fide, that 

it ſeems unlikziy ſuch works were erected, and ſuch noble ways 
laid out and for.ued by the Romans, afterwards in Britain. 
Tradition and ittory both fav, and this confirmed by the _— 
inhabitants, tha! Wall had its chapel, fituate on the ground 
leading to Ch: iterfield, and in this pariſh of Shenſtone; pro- 
bably inclining to ruin after its lands were taken at the Diſſo- 
lution under king Henry VIII. Such chapel was convenient for 
the people of Wall, Cheſterfield, and Alderthaw.. I have before 
mentioned the church lands in Cheſterfield; and, no doubt, 
more was appropriated to it in the other hamlets, ſwallowed up 
by the crown, aad the avarice of greedy courtiers ; and ſtill, like 
other eccleſiaſtical property, abſolutely neceſſary for the main- 

| tenance of the clergy, in the hands of laymen. Antiquaries and 
others alſo obſerve, that in more antient times here was. a tem- 
ple, conſecrated, no doubt, to the Roman deities, and af- 
terwards a church, pretending alſo to point out where it ſtood &. 
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Robert de Wall, of this village, was witneſs to a grant of 
Thomas Cementarius (Maſon) paſſing a meſſuage and land here 
to Robert Fitz Godwyn, of Alreſage (Alderſhaw) *. This is not 
dated. | 

Roger de Mora del Wall evidenced another deed of Galfridus 
Fitz Walter de Cheſterfield, paſſing lands to Nicolas Fitz Ro- 
bert Fitz Godwyn de Alreſaw. This alſo is without date. 

Hugh de la Wall, in 1311, witneſſed the grant of Adam de 
la Lynde, of property to his ſon ; and, in 1315 (8 Edward II.) 
to John de la Lynde's grants of lands to Adam de la Lynde. 
Radulph de Wall witneſſed a deed of Nicolas de Lydiart, paſſing 
eſtates to John, ſon of Edmund de Lynde, dated 11 Edward HI. 
1338. Randolph de la Wall, witneſs (1340) to the grant of 
W. de Seckerton of lands to Hugh, fon of William Nichols, 
in Stonall; and the ſame year, 1340, to the grant of Maud de 
Walters, of land in Eccleſhall (Alderſhaw), to Simon, ſon of 
William Nichols. 

Elena, lady of Wall, Adam, ſon of Simon de Wall, Wil- 
liam and John Rygbye, William Rygbye, junior, William Tib- 
bins, of Wall, had right to paſture, and the common in Aller- 
ſhawlde, as proved May 7, in the 43d year of the reign of Ed- 
ward III. at Weſtminſter . 

Adam Thompſon del Wall, in the 46th year of the reign of 
Edward III. witneſſed a grant of Robert Draycott, of Lichfield, 
conveying lands to John Thomenhorne. 

Edward Timneſon de la Walle witneſſed a grant of lands 
from Henry de la Lynde to Adam de Redehull and WN de 
Thomenhorne, dated 1374. 


In the poſſeſſibn of Anne Burnes, of Alreſhaw, widow. 
+ Deed in my poſſeſſion. 


The 
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The tythes of this hamlet are in three proprietors ; the 
right honourable Arthur earl of Donegal, of Fiſherwick ; — 
Swynfen, of Swynfen; and the heirs of John Porter, of Lich- 
field, That part of the tythes that lies in Shenſtone pariſh, 
with thoſe of Cheſterfield, are in the laſt named heirs. John 
Porter, attorney at law, of Lichfield, purchaſed theſe, as I think, 
of Michael Brandreth, eſq. By a daughter of Sheldon, 
gent. a lady of good fortune, if not an heireſs, he had iſſue 
Sheldon Porter, eſq. poſſeſſor of eſtates in Wall, Pipe, Lichfield, 
Cheſterfield, Weſt Bromwich, and elſewhere, who died unmarried, 
in 1766, at Wall, where he had erected an handſome manſion 
on the foundation of an ancient family houſe in the name of 
Quintyn, or St. Quintyn. The pofleflors of Sheldon Porter's 
eſtates are two ſiſters, coheirs; Sarah, widow of Edward Jack- - 
ſon, of Wall, gent. and Penelope, yet unmarried ; both- whoſe 
reſidence is at Lichfield. 

The manor of Wall is divided, as the hamlet itſelf is, by the 
Watling-ſtreet, which paſſes through the middle of it. That 
part of it that is in Shenſtone pariſh, and lies towards Cheſter- 
field, belongs to William Tenant, eſq. lord of the manor of 
Shenſtone ;- the other ſide of Wall, on the Watling-ſtreet, is in 
the pariſh of St. Michael, in the city of Lichfield. 

The family of the Lytteltons, of Pillaton hall, Staffordſhire, 
poſſeſſed lands in the reign of Edward VI. Sir Edward Lyttelton, 
knight, owned them. Part of theſe lands paſſed afterwards to 
the name of Dutton, reſident in Wall; another portion of them 
to Burnes of Lichfield, gent. Dutton's part lately paſſed 
to the wa of Burnes, by purchaſe, as 1 think, in the 1 1 0 
1769. 

A fourth part of the manor of Wall, and other eſtates therein, 
were in the name of Popham. Sir John Popham, a perſon me- 

Nn morable 
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morable for his noble deſcent, ſtrict juſtice, and unwearied di- 
ligence, as lord chief juſtice of the King's Bench, poſſeſſed them 
in the reigns of Elizabeth and James I. and had his ſeats at Lit- 
tlecote, Wiltſhire, and Wellington, Somerſetſhire. John Pop- 
ham, eſq. of Littlecote, in the reigns of James I. and Charles 1, 
ſold the ſaid fourth part of the manor of Wall, lands lying in 
Wall, Shenſtone, Pipe, Hamerwich, Alderſhaw, and Lichfield, 
Staffordſhire, to Francis * Erpe, gent. Sir Francis Popham, of 
 Littlecote, had a daughter Latitia, wife of Sir Edward Seymour, 
the fourth baronet of that family, whoſe ſon, Sir Edward, fifth 
baronet, alſo married Lætitia, only daughter of Sir Francis Pop- 
ham, of Littlecote, knight of the Bath. Alexander Popham, 
in the reign of queen Anne, married Anne, daughter of Ralph 
duke of Montague, and had iſſue an only daughter, Elizabeth, 
wife of Richard Montague viſcount Hinchinbroke, mother by 
him of John earl of Sandwich. 

2uintyn, or St. Quintyn, is a name and family of note for 
antiquity and poſſeſſions in Wall, Lichfield, and Longden ; but 
the firſt I meet with ſettled in Wall is William Quintyn, derived 
of French lineage that took their name from St. Quintyn, a 
town in Piccardy, and moſt likely ſettled in this nation in the 
reign of William J. William Quintyn, of Wall, ſon of Wil- 
liam, who died in 1596, at Wall, married Anne (daughter, as 
I think, of John), Jackſon, in 1597. Dorothy Quintyn was 
married that year to Richard Sylveſter, of Over Stonall, and had 
Richard, born 1599. Richard Quintyn, ſon of William, was 
witneſs to the ſale of lands by Richard Sylveſter to Rowland 
 Rydding, in the 13th year of the reign of James I, In 1631 

lived John Quintyn of Wall, gent. who, in 1644-5, was obliged 
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to pay to Robert Tuthill, governor of Ruſhall houſe, 20 l. im- 
mediately, beſides his weekly contribution, for the uſe of that 
parliamentary garriſon, In 1647 William Quintyn, of Derby, 
Thomas Orme, of Aſhborne in the Peak, and Elizabeth his wife, 
ſold to John Quinton, of Wall, a meſſuage, barns, orchard, 
garden, curtilage, in Wall; a cloſe called Crof, a green, land 
named Round hills, ſeven acres of arable land in Wall, and 
Rakemoor meadow in Shenſtone pariſh, then in the tenure ot 
the ſaid John; witneſſed by Richard Gladwyn, John Nevil, W. 
Leyton, Thomas Mather, and William Quinton, of Wall; John 
Quintyn died in 1658, poſſeſſed of conſiderable eſtates in Lich - 
field, Hamerwick, Shenſtone, Wall, and elſewhere, leaving iſ- 
ſue William, John, and Thomas, Elizabeth, wife of Thomas 
Webbe, Mary, and Anne. This John Quintyn made, beſides 
what is aboveſaid, ſeveral purchaſes, ſome tenements of John 
Smyth, of Lichfield ; the Muckleys in Wall, of William Bull, 
with a burgage in Geelee-lane, Lichfield ; land in Hamer- 
wick of Nicolas Smallwood ; and in Lichfield of Thomas Mar- 
tyn. To the ſaid John Quintyn's will, dated Auguſt 16, 1658, 
are witneſſes Thomas Nevil, Richard Gladwyn, and Sarah Wol- 
verſtan, Eleanor, his widow, was living in 1664. 

William Quintyn, as appears by an agreement made in his 
life-time, was contracted to Alice, daughter of Thomas Dutton, 
of Wall, gent. who was to pay her 3ool. as her preſent for- 
tune, and I ſuppoſe the marriage was conſummated. This Tho- 
mas Dutton is in the ſaid contract named his couſin William, 
died in 1698-9, leaving John and Thomas, if no other chil- 
dren. | | 

Thomas Quintyn, of Freeford, brother, as I conjecture, of 
John father of William, died in 1704. Another Thomas died 
in 4706, at Wall, Elizabeth Quintyn, widow, died there in 
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1711, as did Sarah Quintyn ; alſo Thomas, in 1713, poſſeſſed 
of lands in Cheſterfield and Wall. John, eldeſt fon of William, 
was noted for a well-bred gentleman, and was then the head 
of this family, with an eſtate of 200l. yearly, which he chiefly 
farmed himſelf ; dying unmarried, Thomas, his brother, became 
his principal heir, who owned Leyfields, and other lands near 
Swynfen, but afterwards proved a waſter; in a few years his 
eſtates were in mortgage to - Turton, eſq. of Hargrave, and 
afterwards were fold to John Porter of Lichfield, attorney at law, 
whoſe ſon, Sheldon Porter, in the preſent reign, erected a hand- 
ſome manſion on the ſpot where ſtood the ancient family houſe 
of the Quintyns, Thomas Quintyn had iſſue three daughters, 
Elizabeth, who died young; Anne, wife of Jackſon, 
goldſmirh, at Lichfield, who had iffue one daughter, lately liv- 
ing ; and Alicia, wife of James Garlick, of Stourbridge, ſur- 
geon, afterwards in that capacity in the army or navy, and a 
chief ſurgeon of the hoſpital at Woolwich or Sheerneſs, who 
died a few years ſince, without iſſue ; ſhe was living in 1773. 
Leyfields aboveſaid, near Swynfen, were fold by Thomas 
Quintyn to Capper, of Birmingham. 

Lands named Roſthall's, and part of the Rakemoors, paſſed 

from Thomas Quintyn, to the Jackſons of Wall. 
James Garlick aboveſaid had in his poſſeſſion ſeveral coins of 
Allectus, who aſſumed the purple and title of emperor A. D. 294, 
and, if I remember right, of Carauſius, his predeceſſor in this 
iſland; he alſo ſhewed me many of the emperor Conſtantine, 
and others found in Wall. 

Facing the ſtreetway from Cheſterfield towards Alderſhaw, in 
the way to Lichfield, ſtands an ancient manſion of brick, with 
a court and wall in the front of the yard, and barns, ſeemingly 
. erected in the reigns of king Charles II. or king William III. 
$ - In. 
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in the family and heirs of the Duttons till of late, though in the 
village of Wall; it is in St. Michael's pariſh, Lichfield. 

Theſe Duttons had their original from a good family of the 
name, well known and eſteemed in Chethire, and in Wall and 
its neighbourhood, poſſeſſed about 2001. yearly, part of which 
Thomas Dutton in the reign of George I. or George II. left to 
Thomas Stanley, of Edinghall, gent. his nephew, whoſe family, 

ſeated ſometimes there, and at Thornes, yet enjoys it. 

How long the Duttons have reſided at Wall I have not 
learnt, but find Thomas Dutton, of this place, in the reigns of 
king Charles I. and king Charles II. Ann Dutton died here in 
1687. Thomas, their ſon, died here in 1689, and Mary, his 
widow, in 1694; they left Thomas, whoſe wife, Margaret, 
died in 1707. This Thomas ſeems to be the perſon who made 
Thomas Stanley his chief heir, as beforeſaid ; but as the family 
lived in another pariſh, I could gather little more with certainty 
about it. The manſion and eſtate remaining to ſeveral heirs, 
was, in 1769, ſold to Anne Burnes, relict of Richard Burnes, 
of Alderſhaw, eſq. for the uſe .of John Burnes Floyer, their 
ſon, a minor of ſeventeen years of age, which Anne has, fince 
fallen and diſpoſed of a quantity of excellent timber that * 
upon it. 

About the center of Wall, facing the ſtreetway, and in the 
view directly towards Shenſtone church, at two miles diſtance, 
is an old habitation of the Jackſons, a family branched out of 
thoſe ſettled at Cheſterfield, probably in the reigns of Elizabeth 
or king. James I. of whoſe line ſeems to have been the wife of 
William Quintyn, 1 597, but it is ſcarcely pofſible to diſtinguiſh 
the ſeveral families, there being at leaſt three at Wall and Cheſ- 
terfield, The habitation aforeſaid hath generally been in ſettle- 
ment of the eldeſt nn wife, who, on the death of her huſband, 
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retired hither, but it is now nearly decayed ; the barns, ſtables, 
court, and walled gardens are yet in being, but are in ruins, 
except the barns, that are kept up as conveniences ; at the diſ- 
tance of two ſtones caſt behind theſe, and upon a delightful 
eminence, is the family manſion, to which conſiderable addi- 
tions were made by Edward Jackſon, the laſt poſſefſor. This 
branch poſſeſſes a tolerable good eſtate, which was much more 
conſiderable, but hath been injured by ſettlements, mortgages, 
and fale of much land in conſequence, by no means the fault of 
the preſent owner, Of this family was Henry, who left iſſue 
William and John, both named of Wall in 1631. William, as 
I think, left Henry, Elizabeth, and others. Henry, in 1664, 
had iſſue Henry, living in 1685, who married Dorothy, daugh- 
ter of Reynolds (at the ſame time lived in this place Henry, 
ſon of Edward Jackſon), who had iſſue Edward and Henry 
(1705). Henry, their father, in 1688, Alexander Ward, of 
Shenſtone park ; Francis Wheeley, of Aldrich; John Bankes, 
of Over Stonall ; Thurſtan Southern, of Elmhurſt, 8c. joined 
in levying a fine for ſecuring a meſſuage, a cottage and 110 
acres of land in Ogley Hay; with whom alio James Adams le- 
vyied a fine for his Birches pieces. Henry Jackſon married 
Anne, daughter of John Quintyn, of Wall and Longdon, or 
Gorſtymoor green, in that pariſh, with whom, as a daughter 
and coheir of that family, he had the farm called Mather's, in 
Wall, in the tenure of Thomas Mathers; a farm called Nevil's, 
in Cheſterfield ; and the eſtate of John Quintyn aforeſaid, at 
Gorſtymoor green, and other lands. They had iſſue Edward, 
Thomas, Henry, a trdeſman in. Birmingham, yet living, and 
unmarried, Elizabeth, Sarah, Anne, who died young, and Ma- 
ria, all living. 


Edward . 
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Edward, the eldeſt ſon, married Sarah, daughter of John, 
and ſiſter of Sheldon Porter, late of Wall, but by her, who re- 
ſides at Lichfield, had no child. He is dead. 


Thomas, the ſecond ſon, was ſettled in the iron trade at 
Dudley, and upon the deceaſe of Edward his brother, about 


1764, removed to Wall; he ſold the eſtate at Longdon to Ri- 
chard Bayley, of Lichfield ; and another called the Wattages to 
John Dolphyn, eſq. which is now in the tenure of John Black- 
more, of Shenſtone, by „daughter of —— Nicklyn, of 
Dudley, gent. This Thomas Jackſon hath iſſue Thomas, maſ- 
ter of the Grammar ſchool at Dudley, Henry, who married 
daughter of Thomas Adcock, of Lyndon, and hath iſſue Eliza- 
beth, wife of Thomas Mallett, of Swynfen, and Anne, of 
Higgenſon, of Wall. 

In this village, adjoining to the habitation of Thomas Jackſon, 
is a farm houſe and land belonging of old time to the corpora- 
tion of Lichfield, for the uſe of a fraternity or guild in that 
city; geld, in the Saxon tongue, ſignifying money, and ſo 
named becauſe they were affociated either for charity, religion, 
or merchandize : and the members of it put together money, 
goods, or lands, for the ſupport of the common charge; and 
had their annual feaſts and neighbourly meetings. The purpoſe 
of this guild was for ſupplying Lichfield with good and freſh 
water, which by leaden pipes 1s conveyed near a mile, from the 
lands of John Burnes Floyer, at Alderſhaw. The ſprings, fix or 
ſeven in number, are well fecured and covered with maſonry 
work, and the water is thence conveyed to a conduit in Lich- 
field ; the lands appropriated for this end are called the Conduit 


lands. At firſt ſuch meetings were uſed by a mutual agreement 


of friends and neighbours, and — licences were granted 
them 
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them for conferring lands or rents for the deſigns aboveſaid, 
in order to evade the ſtatute of mortmain, by which ſuch gifts 
would otherwiſe have been forfeited. In the reign of Henry 
VIII, about the time of the ſeizing the church lands, this fra- 
ternity or guild, for fear of being ſeized was ſpeedily enfeoffed 
with other lands, which I look upon to be the Wall eſtate, let 
to — Hicſon, or Higgenſon, at 481. yearly. 

Lands named the Lightwoods or Hellmoors were purchaſed by 
John Porter, as I conjecture of the Quintyns, and paſſed to Shel- 
don his ſon, now the eſtate of his ſiſters and coheirs. The ſame 
family poſſeſſes another good old manſion, with a farm annexed, 
called by the name of the Moat-bank, which lies at the farther 
end of Wall, towards Ogley, Hay, and Cannoc wood. There 
are alſo ſome. few other houſes in this hamlet, but we find 
nothing obſervable of them more than that we barely mention 
| We might add, that the Roman ſoldiers who ſeized St. Amphi- 

balus and his diſciples (who had their place of worſhip, A.D. 286, 
at Chriſtianfield, near Stickbrooke, a little diſtance from Lichfield), . 
were diſpatched for that purpoſe from this ſtation of Etocetum, or 
Wall. This perſecution was named Maximinian's. | 

Lichfield (in which pariſh one half of Wall is) had no name 
till that perſecution, and A. D. 672 was a ſmall village; nay, ſoon 
after the year 1075 the biſhop removed his ſeat from it, a decree 
being made in a ſynod, that the ſees of biſhops ſhould not be in 
{mall villages. The biſhop tranſlated it to Cheſter. 


ALDER-· 


A LD EAS H A W: 


So termed from a plantation of alder trees, and ſhau, a name 
for many trees planted together, or the ſhadow of trees. It 
was formerly a manor, as Wall and Cheſterfield, but now ab- 
ſorbed in the manor and corporation of Lichfield. Being annexed 
to Wall, and near to it, I could hardly avoid taking notice of 
it, having received from the late worthy Richard Burnes, eſq. 
my friend and acquaintance, whoſe ſeat is almoſt the only houſe 
remaining in what was originally the manor of Alderſhaw, ſome 
papers that have been uſeful to me in compiling theſe memora- 
ble things of Shenſtone and its hamlets. | 2215 

The following deeds I received from his hands, and, agree- 
able to a promiſe made him, here inſert tranſlations from the 
Latin, in which language they are written, DN 


c Know, all men, preſent and future, that I Thomas Cementarius (Maſon), with 
the approbation and conſent of Sarah my wife, have given and granted, and by this 
reſent deed have confirmed, to Robert ſon of Godwin de Alrefage, his affigns and 
heirs, all the third part of my meſſuage, with the appurtenances, in Alreſage, viz. 
that part which lies neareſt the warren, and à fourth part of the virgate of land 
which I recovered before the juſtices of our ſaid lord the king, which fourth part 
contains ſix acres lying in the free - field of Alreſage; alſo two other acres, with their 
rights, to be held of me. and my heirs, and to be held by him, his aſſigns, and 
heirs, by their homage and ſervice, in free inheritance and peaceably, with all 
uſual emoluments, paying to me, my wife Sarah, and our heirs, twelve pence 
yearly, at two ſtated times, inſtead of all ſervice and demands, viz. at the feaſt of St; 
| ſix pence, and at the feaſt of St. Mary; for which gift and grant the 

| - Us F | aforeſaid 


— 


282 THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


aforeſaid Robert hath paid down one mark of filver, on which I Thomas and the 
aforeſaid Sarah have warranted for. ever the aforeſaid land, as ſet forth to Robert 
abovementioned, his aſſigns and heirs, farther confirming, the agreement by pledging 
hands *, and that this my gift and grant, with the free aſſent of the aboveſaid 
Sarah, may remain firm and ſtable, 1 have ſtrengthened it by my hand and ſeal, 
Witneſſes, Geoffry Poynings, Robert de Wall, Thomas de Sahams, Robert de 
More, Alexander de Manceſter, Roger Fitz Alan, Henry de Hamerwiche, Nicolas 
Typper, and many others. This deed has no date. | 

+ Know, all men, &c. that I Geoffry Fitz Walter de Cheſterfield + have given 
and granted, and by this preſent deed have confirmed, to Nicolas Fitz Robert God- 
wyn de Alreſage, for his ſuit and ſervice, all that land which I held of my lord the 
biſhop in the fields called Licholvefrudwig, with its rights lying upon the hill, 
and all the moor which I held of the biſhop, ſaving to my heirs one ſellion of land 
lying to the quarry, to be held, &c. paying to me, my heirs and aſſigns, yearly, 
one penny at the feaſt of St. John the Baptiſt, inſtead of ſervice, exaction, and ſe- 
cular demands. For this my gift and grant, and confirming this writing, he hath, 
however, paid me in hand five ſhillings in filver; and I Geoffry, for myſelf, my 
heirs and aſſigus, have confirmed the ſaid land, one ſelion excepted, and the 
moor, and have warranted the ſame to the aforeſaid Nicolas and his heirs, againſt 
all men and women for ever, in evidence of which I have hereunto ſet my hand 
and ſeal. Witneſſes, Alwyn de Wyrley, Hen, de Watre, Hen. de St. Angulo, 
Richard Andrew, Geoffry Fitz Maud, Roger de More de Wall, and others. This 
is not dated, wh rs | 

* Know, all men, &c. that I Adam de Ja Lynde, have given, granted, and by 
this preſent writing have confirmed, to my ſon, all the land and tenements I held of 
the gift and grant of Henry Nichols de Lechfield, with all their rights, to be held 
of the capital manſion in Alreſhal by John de la Lynde, my ſon, his heirs, and 
aſſigns, paying due and lawful ſuit and ſervice for ever, in teſtimony of which I 
have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal this ſeventh day next after the feaſt of the 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, in the fourth year of the reign of Edward, fon of king Ed- 
Ward, of our Lord 1311. Teſt. Hugh de Wall, Rich. de Hardwic, Nic. de Ly- 
diat de Allerſehall. Dated at Allerſhall. 2 a 

Know, all men, &c. that 1 John, ſon of Nicolas de la Lynde, have granted 
&c. to John, ſon of Adam de la Lynde, my Kinſman, his heirs and aſſigns, all the 
lands and tenements which the ſame Adam, his father, had of the gift and enfeof- 
ment of Henry Nichols, in Aileichale, with their rights, to be held of the capital 
manſion of the fee by the uſual cuſtoms for cver. Witneſs Hugh de la Wall, 
Hough de Ja Byrde, Nicolas at Lydiat de Alliſchale, Hugh de Allerſhall. Dated 
a in the feaſt of St. Mark the Evangeliſt, 8th of Edward, ſon of king Ed- 
ward, 1315. : 

« Know, all men, that I Jeffry Lylv grant unto Simon, ſon of William de Allerſhall, 
the full poſſeſſion of the lands before paſſed to him, being my property in the 
vide nudis manibus interpoſitä. 1 Ceſtrefield, 

Riddings 
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Riddings of Allerſhall, all the leaſes of thoſe lands which he holdeth in the manor 
of Longdon, Dated at Allerſhall, ninth of Edward III. 1339. ; 

* Know, all men, &c. that I William de Seckerton, rector of the church of 
Honton, have granted to Hugh Fitz William Nichols de Allerſhall, and to Simon 
his brother, all the lands and tenements, with the moors, paſtures, and other ap- 
purtenances thereto belonging, with all the land which I have and hold at Hull, 
Houſes in Allerſhall, Stonyhull, Littlemore, and Allerihall mogges, to have and 
to hold, &c. In teſtimony of which I have ſet my hand and ſeal to this pre- 
ſent paper. Witneſſes, Ralph de Wall, Nicolas de Allerſhall, Thomas de Poleſ- 
worth, Nicolas at Lydyard de Allerſhall,. John de la Lynde de Allerſhall. Dated 
at Allerſhall the firſt day after the feaſt of St. Hilary, in the reign of Edward III. 
after the Conqueſt the thirteenth, 1340. 

* To all the faithful in Chriſt ; know ye, that I Nicolas at Lydiart de Allerſhail 
have paſſed, to John Fitz Adam de la Lynde de Alderſhall, all the lands and tenements 
which Adam de la Lynde held of me in Allerſhal, and hereunto. have ſet my hand 


and ſeal, Witneſſes, Radulph de Wall, William Nichols, Robert Hayes, Thomas 


de Polleſworth, and others. Dated at Allerſhall, on Monday next after St. Peter 
ad vincala, eleventh year of the reign of Edward III. $4; 
Know, all men, &c. that I Matilda lad de Walters, being in my widowhood 
and in full power, have given, granted, and confirmed, to Simon Fitz William 
Nichols (Nicolas) de Alreſhaw, his heirs and aſſigns, all the lands and tenements, 
with their rights, of my property, lying and being in Lachelf mogges in Elaſhale 
altogether, according to the meaſures. and limirs fer, to have and to hold, &c. for 
ever, of the capital manſion of the fee, by the uſual ſervices. And I the aforeſaid 
Matilda, and my heirs, do warrant the ſame lands and tenements to the faid Simon 
and his heirs againſt all men for ever. In evidence of which I have hereto ſet my 
ſeal, in the preſence of Randolph de Wall, William le Tanner de Lichfield, Ni- 
colas at Lydiart de Allerſhall, William Nichols de Allerſhall, Edward de Pipe 
Parva “, and others. Dated at Allerſhall in the thirteenth of Edward the Third 
after the Conqueſt, on the feaſt of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and in 1340. BED. 
% Know, all men, &c. that I John de la Lynde de Allerſhale, have granted to 
Hugh de Allerſhall (gent.), and Simon his brother, their heirs and aſſigus, one 


acre - of land, &c. lying in Allerſchale, in my field near the Middleſtaſtache, and 


one acre in the field called Dunningham or Wall field; and eight ſeveral butts 
lying ſeparately in the ſame. In teſtimony, &c. Witneſſes, William Nichols, John 
Attemore, Robert Collins, William Clive, Robert Lecche de Allerſhall, and others. 
Dated at Allerſhall on the feaſt of St. Michael the Arch Angel, fixteenth of Ed- 
ward III. after the Conqueſt, and in 1343. 


In the 43d year of the reign of Edward III. directed to all the inhabitants of | 


Alderſhall, and thoſe near it, who have claim therein. Edward III. by the 
grace of God, of England and France king, lord of Ireland, &c. to the ſheriff of 
Staffordſhire, greeting ; Be ic known, that Thomas Le Tanner, of Lichfield, 
John de la Lynde, Adam de Redebull, and Agatha his wife, with Alice her daugh- 
ter, Nicolas de Lydiart de Allerſhawlde, John lord of Epe, Elena lacy of- Wall, 


* A village near Alderſhaw. 
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Henry de Leach de Pipe ( heſdelke *), John de Herdeſwic, Alicia his wife, William 
de Landy, and Editha his wife, Adam Fitz Simon de Wall, William Rygby de 
Wall, John Rygby de Wall, William Rygby de Wall, junior, John Lettreman, 
Agnes wife of Richard Birde, William Tibbins de Wall, have unjuſtly claimed 
privileges in Allerſhalle, having therein more beaſts and cattle than is right. Ye 
are therefore to examine, &c. On which examination it appeared, that they had 
ſuch rights, and had not over paſtured Allerſhall fields. So confirmed at Weſt. 
minſter, 43 Edward III. on the oaths of John de Aſhborne, John Lyon, John 
Walton, Richard Walton, William de Curborough, John' Lyon, Roger de 
Cheſhire, Roger de Redware, John de Wychale, * de Hintz, John de Sadler, 
John Alleſmere de Allerſhaw, Roger de Tutton, Henry Puet, and Robert de 
Wathlone; who affirm on oath, that each perſon who hath one meſſuage and one 
virgate of land there, ought to have common paſture for ſix oxen, four heifers, 
four cows, and one hundred ſheep, but theſe only of their own cattle. Signed 
and atteſted by the perſons aboveſaid, in the year of our Lord 1370. 

© Know, all men, &c. that I Robert de Draycote de Lichfield have granted to 
John Thomynhorne de Allerſchall, Alice his wife, and their aſſigns, a moiety of 
the land lying in Middle waſte croft, formerly the property of Editha Waters ; in 
teſtimony whereof I have hereunto ſet my feal. Witneſſes, Adam Pratt, William 
de Wyrley, Henry de Wache of Pipe Parva, Adam Thompſon del Wall, John de 
Lynde, and others. Dated at Lichfield on Monday next after the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord 1373, 46 Edward III. | | 

% Know, all men, &c. that 1 Thomas le Tanner, of Lichfield, have releaſed for 
myſelf and my heirs, to Henry de Lynne and his aſſigns, all the right and claim 
which I have or may have in all the lands and tenements in Alderſcale, which were 
formerly the property of John de la Lynde, father of Henry de Lynde aforeſaid, 
ſo that I, my heirs, and aſſigns, may have no future claim; in evidence whereof 
I have hereunto ſet my ſeal. Witneffes, Thomas de Ryder, Richard de Trafford, 
John de Wyrley, Hugh de Hopeways, Henry de Tinmore and his fon Henry, 
John de Tinmore, and Simon de Lichfi-ld, and others. Dated at Lichfield on 
the feaſt of St. Mark, 47 Edward III. 1374. | 

% Know, all men, that Henry de la Lynne grants to Adam de Redehul, and to John 
de Thomynhorne, all the lands and tenements in Alderſhale which were formerly 
John de Lynne's his father. Dated at Allerſnale. Witneſſes, Robert de Swynfen, 
Henry de Wache, James le More, William de Boweter de Lichfield, Edward Tim- 
neſon de Wall, and others, 1374, Sunday after the feaſt of St. Dunſtan. 

„ Know, all men, &c. that Sarah, daughter of Lambert Francigena (French), 
grants to Robert, ſon of Goodwyn, of Allerſchale, as enumerated in the deed of 
of Robert Cementarius, whoſe wife I look upon this Sarah to have been (ſee the 
firſt deed). | | 

5 — all men, &c. that I Sarah Walters, relict of John de Walters, being 
in my fall widowhood, and in full power, have granted to Joha Thomyhorn of 


Not intelligible. 


Allerſchale 


e u ON. 17. os: 


Allerſchale all that my land lying in the cloſe named Wafrecroft, leaning to the 
road called Falſeway on the one fide; and to the land called Ideſmoore on the 
other part; alſo I have granted to the ſaid John all my land lying in Clerks- 
crofte, within the fee of Lichfield, between the land of Richard de Perton on the 
one part, and the land of Agnes de Draycote on the other part, to be held by the 
faid John de Thomynhorne and his heirs, of the capital manſion of the ſaid fee, by 
rhe uſual ſervices and cuſtoms, viz. three-pence to the lord of the manor on St. John 
the Baptiſt's day, and three-pence on the Nativity of Chriſt, for all ſervices and 
ſecular demands; on which I the aforeſaid Sarah, and my heirs, warrant the ſaid 
lands to John de Thamenhorne, his heirs, &c. In evidence of which I have ſer: 
my ſeal to this deed. Witneſſes, William de Walters de Lichfield, Henry and Ni- 
colas de Pipe, Henry de Thamenhorne, William de Ferrers, John de Heywood 
the Foreſter, and others. Dated at Lichfield, on the feaſt of the Annunciation of 
the Virgin Mary, goth of king Edward III. 1377. | 

Know, all men, &c. that I Richard de Redehul, ſon and heir of Adam de Redehull, 
have granted, &c. to John de Alleſchale, all that moiety of land lying in the cloſe — 
called Waftcrofte, lying to the Falſeway on one part, and the way called the Hydef- 
mere on the other, with their rights, being aforetime the property of the ſaid 
Adam and Agatha his wife, and bereto I have ſer my ſeal, in preſence of Robert 
de Swynfen, Thomas de Cook, Roger de Preſton, John de Heywood, Jobn de 
Criven, and others. Dated at Lichfield, 1 Henry IV. 1399. | 
„Know, all men, &c. that I John de Allerſcale have granted to Sir Williams * 
Newport a croft called Waftcroft, in the fee of Lichfield, and four acres of land, 
with their rights, in Clerkcroft, lying near the land of Robert Ridway, W. de 
Packington, except one acre in the ſaid croft, called Wafrecroft, remaining to the 
vicars of Lichfield ; whicu croft and four acres were formerly the propert of Dame- 
Sarah Walters, relift of John le Walters; and hereto I 43 ſet my {eal. Wirt- 
neſſes, Henry Dean, J. Rutter, Richard Chambers, Robert Bowyer, John Scriven, 
and others. Dated at Lichhieid the ſecond day after the feaſt of St. Luke the 
Evangeliſt, 11 Henry IV. 1410. | | 

* Joba de Allerſcale and Sybil his wife leaſed the ſame lands to Sir William New- fl 
port, paying yearly to them a red roſe on the Nativtiy of John the Baptiſt. Dated: | 
at Lichfield, next day after the feaſt of St. Simon and Jude, 11 Henry IV. 1410. — _— 

c Know, all men, &c, that I Agnes, widow of Roger de la Lynde, have paſſed . 
to Sir William Newport all my claim in a parcel of land called Clog flatts in Al- 
lerſcale, and in a parcel of land in Wall field, and Middle field. Wuneſſes, John 
de Barre, Richard de Colman, John Pott, and others. Dated at Lichfield, 20 
April, 1430, 8 Henry VI.“ b 


From the deeds aforeſaid it ſeems clear to me, that in early 
times, moſt likely ſoon after the Conqueſt, ſome perſon ſettled; 
here took his name from. the place Aer /chale as it is written, 

3 | | now. 
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now Al/der/baw, and poſſeſſed the rights of a manor here, if not 
alſo in Wall; and the late poſſeſſor had thoughts of claiming 
them, aſſuring me he doubted not of making good ſuch preten- 
ſions from deeds and other memorials in his poſſeſſion; and 
that this family had the manor, or poſſeſſed lands in it, to the 
Tith year of the rcign of king Henry IV. if not longer. After 
this time the principal eſtate and manſion was, as I conjecture, 
in Sir William Newport's family. Either theſe, or a good eſtate 
here, were the property of the Lytteltons, of which family was 
Sir Edward, knight, who died poſſeſſed of them in the reign of 

Edward VI. and left them to Sir Edward, his ſon ; which lands, 
or a conſiderable part of them, have long been in the name of 
Burnes. Another part we ſaid was heretofore in the family of 
the Duttons, of Wall, now likewiſe in John Burnes Floyer, eſq. 
Of this name and family was John Burnes, early in Elizabeth's 
reign, alſo a member of the-corporation of the city and county 
of Lichfield in.1583, who probably raiſed and eſtabliſhed his 
houſe. He had iſſue Thomas, who, by Margery, daughter of 
Nichols, of Walſal, had iſſue John, who died in the life- 
time of his father, leaving John, who died in 1682, a mercer, 
and perſon of fortune in Lichfield, a very active man for the 
parliament in the civil war, and in the commiſſion of the peace 
in the time of Oliver Cromwell the protector. By Sarah, daugh- 
ter of Richard Pyott, of Strethay, near Lichfield, eſq. he left 
a ſon Richard, who died in 1692, who, by Dorothy, daughter 
of Ralph Hawkes, of Newton, eſq. (of the ſame ſtock with ——— 
Hawkes, late of Hopwas wood, near Tamworth, eſq.) had iſſue 
John, who died young, Richard, and two daughters who died 
unmarried, Richard Burnes, eſq. of Alderſhaw, died about 
the year 1767, leaving by Anne, daughter of John Leonard, 
of Wedneſbury, one ſon, John Burnes Floyer, yet a minor, 
| | adopted 
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adopted heir of John Floyer, late of . eſq. and one 
daughter, Favoretta, aged 21. 

Information hath been given me, that Thomas Burnes, in the 
reigns of queen Elizabeth and king James I. had a daughter, 
wife of Thomas Mynors, bailiff of Lichfield in the troubleſome 
times of king Charles I. and a buſy man for the parliament in- 
tereſt, an active juſtice of the peace, member of parliament 
under the protector, and founder of a free-ſchool in Lichfield ; 
guardian alſo of John Burns, the mercer, abovementioned! 
This Thomas Burns purchaſed Alderſhaw and its manſion, then 
moated round, and in the firſt year of the reign of James I. part 
of Alderſhaw, lands of Sir Edward Lyttelton, of Pillaton, called: 
the Pamfields, with others adjoining named the Abnels. Le- 
monſley, near Alderſhaw, is a portion of lands belonging to the 
family of Burns in part; another part was given to the ſchool in 
Beau Street, Lichfield, by Thomas Minors, its founder, as be- 
fore noted, 

The laſt Richard Burns, of Alderſhaw, with Randolph Brad-- 

burn, of Pipe hill, purchaſed lands called the Upper Wattages, 
which paſſed into the hands of Edward Jackſon, late of Wall, 
who (or ſome perſon who recovered them from him) ſold them 
ſoon after. 
In 1741 an act of parliament paſſed for raiſing the ſum of two 
millions thirty-eight thouſand ſixty-five pounds eleven ſhillings 
and five-pence, of which Lichfield was to raiſe four hundred 
and twenty pounds nineteen ſhillings and four-pence z Samuel 
Hill, eſq. of Shenſtone park, and Richard Burns, were commiſ- 
ſioners, as they were in moſt public affairs during their lives. 

Richard Burnes, eſq. was one of the truſtees for that fra- 
ternity in Lichfield, called St. Catharine's hoſpital, for the ſup- 


port of fourteen. poor women; wich charity being greatly 
abuſed, 
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abuſed, the grievance was redrefſed in ſome meaſure by his in- 
ſtigation, and by the particular application of his friend the 
late John Floyer, of London, eſq. who procured a decree in 
chancery for the better management of the ſaid charity. 

Alderſhaw hall is a neat and modern-built houſe, with walled 
gardens, and canals ; being ſituated on a riſing ground, it. affords 
A fine view of Lichfield cathedral, and part of the city, John 
Popham had lands in Alderſhaw, which paſſed with thoſe men- 
toned in Wall. ; 


rern WM. 


| Swynfen is a village on the road from Hintz and Weeford to 
Lichfield, It is not, indeed, in the pariſh of Shenſtone, but in 
Weeford, yet, being in its conſtablewic, I found myſelf under 
ſome ſort of obligation not wholly to omit it. What is pro- 
perly called the diſtrict contains no notable manſion, except 
the hall-itſelf, which is an elegant ſeat, begun by the laſt poſ- 
ſeſſor, under the direction of Benjamin Wyatt, late of Black- 
brook, in the pariſh of Weeford (Wayford), a noted architect; 
and which, though a defigned wing is not. yet completed, hath 

colt upwards af fix thauſand pounds. 
' The manor of Swynfen, being in the reign of king William I. 
in the pariſh of Weeford, appurtained to the biſhop, yet after- 
85 | wards 
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wards was in the family of Ferrers; for, Robert ſecond earl of 
Ferrers confirmed the religious donations made here in, or be- 
fore the reign of king Henry II. William de Rolleſton ſeems to 
have held the manor of Swynfen under the family of - Ferrers ; 
for, in the days of William Rufus, or Henry I. this William, ſon of 
Sir Henry Rolleſton, of Rolleſton, in Staffordſhire, dying iflueleſs, 
gave two parts of the tenths of his demeſne lands at Swynfen to 
the priory of Tutbury, in Derbyſhire, which grant was confirmed 
by Robert earl Ferrers, ſon of Henry the founder of it. How 
long it was in the name of Rolleſton I have not learnt, though 
probably ſome ages, as they were perſons of note in this 
county. Yet I find, that in the reign of Henry 1. Robert de 
Tonkes had one fee in Sudenfeyn (Swinefen) : in all likelihood, 
ſome perſon in one of. theſe families in time took the ſurname of 
Swynfen. In 1374, Robert de Swynfen witneſſed the grant of 
Henry de la Lynde to Adam de Redehill, and John de Thamen- 
horne, paſſing lands in Alderſhaw. In 1399, Robert de Swin- 
fen (perhaps his. ſon) was witneſs to a deed of Richard Redehill, 
paſſing lands to John de Allerſchale. . In the x 3th year of the 
reign of Henry VI. William Erdſwic Swinefen, of Swinefen, 
married Jocoſa, or Joyce, daughter and coheir of William Spar- 
nore; and in the reign of Henry VIII. John Swynfen, of this 
place, married Miria, daughter of William Repyngton, of 


Amyngton, near Tamworth, eſq. The ſon of this John ſeems - 


to have been Richard Swynfield, who, at the viſitation of Glover, 
Somerſet herald at arms in 1583, was reſident here, allowed to 
bear a coat, and acknowledged to be of a gentleman's ſtock. 


This Richard I look upon to have had iſſue, beſides other chil- 


dren, a daughter ——, wife of Dugdale, eſq. of Cli- 
therow, Lancaſhire, father of Sir William Dugdale, of Blythe 
P p' * 


1 
| 
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hall, near Coleſhill, in the county of INDRA the great an- 
tiquary. 

I find too William Swynfen, of e about the reign of 
king Edward VI. whether father or brother of the laſt Richard 
I cannot affirm, having never ſeen a genealogy of their line, 
who married Dorothy, daughter of James Noel, of Hillot, in 
the county of Stafford, eſq. (of a great houſe in this county, 
who poſſeſſed Ellenhall, Raunton, Seighford, Mulnameeſe, and 
feveral other lordſhips). About * the reign of Elizabeth, Ri- 
chard Swynfen's daughter Eleanor was beſtowed in marriage to 
Walter Chetwynd, eſq. who had iflue by her br ame and 
John, of Rudge, eſq. 

John Swynfen, of Swynfen, was a noted perſon in the reign 
of Charles I. the protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, and in the 
reign of king Charles II. being a buſy man in behalf of the 
parliamentarians under every adminiſtration. ' He was alſo of 
the committee of Stafford, and under that pretence harraſſed the 
whole country, and even his own tenantry ; he had alſo gained 
fuch an-influence, . that many affairs of the county were chiefly 


determined by him, and when Mrs. Snead was plundered at once 


of 2001. 1501. and upwards was put into his hands. In 1643, 
December 22, he, Thomas Crompton Pudſey, William Bendy, 
Henry Stone, and others of that committee, gave forth the 
warrant, figned in their own hands, for the demoliſhing of Staf- 
ford caſtle. Such was his behaviour till the Reſtoration. In 
the time of the long parliament, Ralph Snead, junior, and Ri- 
chard Weſton, eſqrs. being elected burgeſſes of Stafford, they 
were outed in order to admit John Swynfen (ufually named 
Ruſſet- coat, from his affected plainneſs and 9 to ſin- 


* MSS penes. Dom, Chetwynd, vicecom. 
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cerity), and Edward Leigh, of Ruſhall hall, eſqrs. In 1679 
he was active to raiſe the militia of London, Weſtminſter, South- _ 
wark, and the Tower hamlets, of Middleſex, and Surrey, by 

an addreſs to king Charles II. The next day, though Sunday, 
the Houſe of Commons ordered a bill to be brought in ( pur- 
ſuant to their reſolve fourteen days before) to diſable the duke 
of Vork to inherit the imperial crown of England. This bill 
was ordered to be drawn up by Mr. Bennet, Mr. Trenchard, Mr. 
Hampden, Mr. Sacheverell, Mr. Swynfen, and others. On this | 
occaſion the hiftorians * obſerve, that, 4 by theſe proceedings of 
the Commons, it plainly: appeared, that they only ſought oc- 
caſion to drive things to extremities.” We may obſerve alſo, 
that this John Swynfen, March 30, 1648 4, with Salway, and 
colonel Jephſon, was ſent by the parliament to lord Inchiquin, 
on ſuſpicion of his falling off from their intereſt ; their inſtruc- 
tions were prepared by the committee at Derby houſe. In 1667 he 
paid to the quarterly aſſeſſment for the royal aid C. I. 145. 6d. ob. 

and died, as I think, in the year 1682, : 

lohn, his ſon, ſucceeded him, and the ſame year was witneſs 
to an indenture between John Brown, of Thornes, gent. and 
Alexander Ward, of Shenſtone park. Whether this John was in 
parliament I am not certain, but think he was, being in other 
reſpects of conſiderable note and eſteem. In 1694 he is men- 
tioned as paying to the poll-tax in Shenſtone one pound one 
ſhilling, and ten ſhillings for horſes. Mary Swynfen (probably - 
his ſiſter. in law) paid one pound one ſhilling ; Francis Swyn-- 
fen, for himſelf, wife, and fix children, one pound eight ſhil> 
lings ; Mr. Swynfen alſo paid, for two grand-children and ſeven 
n nine ſhillings. This John had iſſue Richard Swynfen, 


. Echard and Rapin. + Whitlock. = ; fl 
pp and | 


2904 THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


and Samuel, if no more; and three daughters, one of which 
was wife of Smyth, of Long Whatton, Leiceſterſhire, who 
had ifſue by her two ſons, Swynfen Smyth, who went abroad, 
and died childleſs, and John, of Shepey, Leiceſterſhire, who 
was concerned in the iron trade. Another daughter of John 
was Mary, wife of Thomas Willington, of Tamworth, gent. 
When this John Swynfen died I have not learnt, but find he 
had a brother, who married a niece of Matthew Ducie Moreton, 
lord Moreton. 

Richard Swynfen ſucceeded, and was a member of the Houſe 
of Commons, and gentleman of the privy chamber; but, dying 
without iſſue in the reign of George II. the next was his brother 
and heir, 

Samuel, a phyſician of {kill and great practice at Lichfield, 
in 1714, and ſeveral years afterwards; but removing from 
Swynfen hall to Birmingham, died there in 1736, leaving iſſue, 
among others, George, a clerk, chaplain to the governor of 
Fort St. George, in the Eaſt Indies, and John, who went ſuper- 
cargo of a ſhip in the Eaſt India Company's ſervice ; both of 
them died abroad unmarried; likewiſe ſeveral daughters, of 
which are Frances, living at Lichfield ; ------, another, wife of 
. Turton, eſq. of Hargrave in Alrewas (deſcended of the 
younger brother of ------ Turton, of the Oak in Weſt Brom- 
wich), now or late of Stafford, by whom ſhe hath children; and 
at leaſt two more, unmarried. Samuel, the phyſician, removed, 
as I ſaid, to Birmingham; and the family, being on the decline, 
ſold Swynfen and the old family eftates. The wife of this Sa- 
muel was Mabel, one of the two daughters and coheirs of 
Fretwel, eſq. of Hellaby, near York; which Mabel ſurvived 
her huſband many years, dying aged in the reign of George III. 
Dorothy Fretwel, the other ſiſter and coheir, married Richard 

Pyott, 
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Pyott, eſq. of Strethay hall, near Lichfield, and had ifſue by 
him a daughter ------, wife of Johnſon, counſellor at law, 
of York city, who had iſſue by her a ſon Richard, who died 
iſſueleſs; and a daughter, wife of Sir John Heydon, of York- 
ſhire. 


Some years before the death of Richard Swynfen, eſq. elder 
brother of Samuel, was living, in the pariſh of Shenſtone, a per- 
ſon named Samuel Swynfen, who, being poor, claimed to be a 
relation; but this was not admitted, as he gave no intereſting or 
clear proofs. Going afterwards to London, he became ſervant 
to a Hamburgh merchant; and, being a perſon of capacity. and 
fidelity, the merchant affording him alſo, with a ſmall ſtock, op- 
Portunities of raiſing a fortune, through the bleſſing of Pro- 
vidence, he acquired a conſiderable one, and then purchaſed 
the family ſeat and eſtate of Swynfield or Swynfen of the 
phyſician aforeſaid. This perſon I take to be the ſame who is 
named Samuel Swynfen, fiſhmonger, of London ; and, in June, 
1736, - paid the uſual fine to avoid ſerving the office of ſheriff 
for that city. At his death he left a large fortune to Thomas 


Princeps, of Croxall, Staffordſhire, ſon of —— Princeps, who 


married his ſiſter, and by whom he had alſo iſſue a daughter 
——, wife of —— Bloomer, of Coleman hill, near Hales 
Owen, now an attorney at Birmingham, by whom ſhe hath 
children. | | 
Thomas Princeps hath by ——, daughter of — Nuthal, 
of Birmingham, Thomas, and others. But Samuel Grundy, 
ſiſter's ſon of Samuel Swynfen, of -, was the principal 
heir. 6 
Samuel Grundy, by obligation of his uncle's will, took the 
name and arms of Swynfen by act of parliament. This gen- 
HOT | | tleman 
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tleman lived in a cloſe manner, rather as a farmer, With 
money left for his uſe in the funds, in order to purchaſe 
eſtates in Staffordſhire, and his own ſavings, he had in his 
hands many capital manſions at one time, with ſeveral ma- 
nors, vis. Oxley, one mile from Wolverhampton, purchaſed of 
Wroughton, gent. who had married his ſiſter — 
Grundy, of Appleby, Leiceſterſhire, remarried to Samuel Huſ- 
kyns, in whoſe tenure it lately was, Samuel Swynfen re- 
built the manſion of this Oxley. I obſerve, that it was one of 
the eighty-ſix-lordſhips beſtowed by king William I. upon Wil- 
liam Fitz Auſculph, the firſt Norman baron of Dudley, Elm- 
hurſt hall and manor, near Lichfield, bought of Sir Theophilus 
Byddulph, baronet ; Fiſherwick, near Lichfield, purchaſed of 
the earl of Maffarene, ſold by Samuel Hill, of Shenttone park, 
eſq. who leaving it to his nephew, Samuel Egerton, of Tatton park, 
eſq. it paſſed again by purchaſe to old Samuel Swynfen, who. 
fold it to John Ludford, of Anſley, Warwickſhire, eſq. as guar- 
dian for Arthur earl of Donegal, the preſent owner ; Swynfen, 
the family ſeat, which he rebuilt, and ſeveral others near Lich- 
field and Tamworth; or Hopewas. The ſaid Samuel Swynfen, 
eſq. died at — October 2, 1770, a bachelor, aged 
about 70. 

John Grundy, a brother's ſon of the laſt gentleman, was heir 
by virtue of the obligation and entail of Samuel Swynfen, of 
London, abovementioned, taking alſo the name and arms of the 
Swynfens. This John is about 25 years old, and, in 1769, 
married daughter of —— Abney, of Tamworth, eſq. 
and hath iſſue. 

Hill Hall in Swynfen is a conſiderable o1d-built manſion be- 
longing 'to the Porter family, of whom we ſpoke in Wall, and, 
with the land thereto belonging, went from John Porter of Lich- 

field 
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field to Sheldon his ſon, and upon his deceaſe to his ſiſters; 
they were by them let to Thomas Mallett, in whoſe tenure they 
remain (1773); and, I obſerve, they were in the Porters in 
1667, for that year John Porter paid 51. 8s, 5d. to the tenth 
quarterly payment aſſeſſed for the royal aid. Dated June 11. 
To what we have noted of this hamlet, we may add, that 
Doctor Plott, in his Natural Hiſtory of Staffordſhire *, mentions 
a way to clear old trees from moſs, told him by Mr. Swynfen, 
of Swynfen, which ſucks away the ſap, and prevents them bear- 
ing fruit. This was to fire the moſs in divers places with a whiſp 
of ſtraw ; this, he ſaid, would quickly run over the tree and clear 
it from ſuch annoyance; it was uſually done at Chriſtmas, but 
particularly at Twelfth-tide, 
In the hollow way between the hills on Weeford heath, as 
we paſs between Swynfen and Cannal hall, the ſeat of Sir Ro- 
bert Lawley, baronet, in the ſame pariſh, lie divers heaps of lit- 
tle opake pebbles, which tradition ſays + were laid where a biſhop 
and his ſervants that were robbed and murdered were found ; 
but the truth is, that biſhop Veſey, then living at Sutton Cole- 
field, employed poor people to carry them out of the Fond, to 
prevent horſes tripping, | 
In the ſame village of Swynfen, or near it, is the n emi 
nent barrow or low in thoſe parts, called Offow, which, though 
it be placed near Watling- ſtreet, ſeems not to be truly Kbroan, bur 
is rather the tumulus or burial-place of ſome eminent Saxon. 
Of theſe lows Dugdale { ſays much in his Antiquities of War- 
wickſhire; we have alſo ſpoken or them under Cats-hill, in 
Upper Stonall, 
Swynfen's coat of arms was, party per pale, a chevron, Ar- 
gent and Sable, 3 leopards heads of the firſt. Det 


; * Page 385, + Plott's Hiſtory, c. 4+ } In Koighlow hundred. 
| Thus, 
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Thus, as I propoſed, I have given an account of Shenſtone 
and its ſeveral hamlets. In the firſt diſtrict are Shenſtone, Shen- 
ſtone park, the Moſs, Wood End, Radley Moor End, Aſton, 
Footherley, the Boſſes, and Little Hay; nine diſtricts. In the 
| ſecond diviſion, Over Stonall, Nether Stonall, Lyndon, Thornes, 
Cheſterfield, Wall, Hilton, and Swynfen, adding ſomething of 
Alderſhaw, as near Wall and Cheſterfield, and much connected 
with them ; nine diſtricts. 
| Finiſhed to this place, at Hales-owen, November 3, 773. 

Alta To Op. 


Of the Manor of SHEN STONE, and the Lords in Chief. 


From a ſuppoſition that the foregoing account of the pariſh 
of Shenſtone would be deficient, though given with all the ac- 
curacy poſſible, unleſs we could ſay ſomething of its lords in 
chief, and thoſe that held the manor under them; I reſolved, if 
poſſible, to trace them out, and ſet them before the reader. 
This hath been the more difficult, for the reaſons already given, 
the want of proper materials, and of records that ſhould 
aſcertain them; but ſuch things as have occurred to me are 
given; and, as I have propoſed to lay theſe things down in or- 
der, they may amuſe or give other opportunity of explaining 
matters more fully. 

1 It 
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It was the cuſtom of the Saxons to ſet apart a quantity of land 
for the public ſervice, which was rented out and accounted for 
in the department to which it belonged. 
The crown, under the Saxon kings, had many of theſe lands, 
which were applied to the ordinary expence of government; ſo 
it ſeems to have been in ſhires, to bear the expence of the ſhire 
militia, and other exigences of the internal police of the ſhires. 
Whence it came, that at the diſſolution of the old govern- 
ment, in 1070, of the ſhires, ſuch a quantity of the land fell 
into the hands of the king, that he hardly knew how to diſpoſe 
of it. This land he divided into manors and baronies, and gave 
them away to his Norman nobility, gentry, and clergy, who. 
held them as fiefs of the crown, whence come our court ba- 
rons, manor courts, and court leets. As to the internal policy 
of the country, he placed it in the hands of officers of his own 
making. 
Manors, then, in ſubſtance, are as ancient as the Saxon-times, 
though, perhaps, differing a little in ſome immaterial circum- 
ſtances from thoſe that exiſt at this day. Manerium comes 
a manendo, becauſe the uſual reſidence of the owner ſeems to have 
been a diſtrict of ground held by lords or great perſonages, who 
kept in their own hands ſo much land as was neceſſary for the 
uſe of their families, which were called terre dominicales, or | 
demeſne lands, being occupied by the lord or Dominus Manerii =_ 
and His ſervants. Manors were formerly named baronies, as | | 
they ſtill are lordſhips; and each lord or baron was empowered 
to hold a domeſtic court, called the court baron, for redreſſing 
miſdemeanors and nuiſances within the manor, and for ſettling 
diſputes of property between the tenants. This court is a ſe- 
parate ingredient of every manor; and, if the number of ſuitors 
Qq- ſhould 
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ſhould ſo fail as not to leave a jury, or homage, i. e. two tenants 
at lcalt, ihe manor would be lott. . . 

All manors exiſting at this day muſt have exiſted by immemo- 
rial preſcription, or at leaſt ever ſince the 18th year of the reign 
of king Edward I. when the ſtatute N. empiores was made; 
for no new manors. can have been erected ſince that time, be- 
cauſe it is eſſential to a manor that there be tenants who hold 
of the lord ; and that ſtatute enacts, that for the future no ſub- 
ject thall create any new tenaats to hold of him. Barons and 
lords of manors continued the ſame till the reign of king John, 

Our hittory, law, and records, convince us, that not only the 
peers of the realm, or nobles as they are now called, but all 
perſons who held their eſtates 77 capire from the crown, were 
antiently ſtyled barons *, though they were only commoners ac- 
cording to the preſent acceptation of the word ; nay, even great 
tenants to greater ſubjects. The word baron hath been ſo com- 
municated, that all lords of manors have been from old time, 
and are at this day, called barons, as in their ſtyle of court 
barons. 


Shenſtone, or, as it is written in antient records, Scerte/lane, 
in the reign of William I. was the king's demeſne land. 1 find, 
in the liſt of ſuch places or manors as the king held, one named 
Scelſitone, but am not ſure it was the ſame ; neither can I ſay 
who had it before the Conqueſt, or till the great ſurvey in the 
20th year of the reign of king William. I. at which time one 
Leonilde held it of the king, in capite, and moſt likely his de- 
ſcendants to the days of king John t, when it was holden. of 
Henry D'Oyley's barony, which being a great houſe, and being 


* Sclden's Titles of Honour. + Hiſtory. of Staffordſhire. 
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barons of this kingdom, I ſhall venture to give ſome account of 
them. I have ſeen the addition to their Chriitian names, De 
Olgio and Ougi, from a town in France. 

The family is of great antiquity and honourable; they were 
lords of Olgii, or Oyley, in Normandy, in the days of Edward 
the Confeflor. The baron de Olgio had Robert, one of the ad- 
venturers with William his prince, after king of England, who, 
for his good ſervices at the Conqueſt, was rewarded with two 
baronies, St. Walery's in Normandy, and Oxford (as Dugdale 
ſays by miſtake), or rather Hook Norton, in Oxfordſhire ; yet I 
find that, after the king had taken Oxford, in order to ſecure it, 
he cauſed Robert D'Oyley to build a caſtle on the Weſt ſide of 
the city, fortified with large trenches and ramparts. The ſame 
Robert alſo beautified and repaired the walls of the city, then 
much decayed. Oxford after this became cheerfully ſubje& to 
the Norman government; the caſtle was erected in 1072, ſo 
that it does not ſeem clear that he was baron of Oxford, yet he 
is ſometimes called conſtable of Oxford, and, as I think, the 
king's conſtable. At the time of the general ſurvey, he was poſ- 
ſeſſed of four lordſhips or manors in Berks, ſeven in Bucks, 
fourteen in Hertford, one in Bedford, three in Glouceſter, three 
in Northampton, one in Warwickſhire, twenty-eight in Ox- 
fordſhire; or, as another account has it, forty-two in Ox- 
fordſhire, having at the ſame time forty-two habitable houſes 
in Oxford, and eight which then lay waſte; as alſo eighty 
acres of meadow land adjoining to the walls, and a mill, valued 
at 16s. yearly. This lord is ſaid to have built the bridge 
or bridges at Oxford, and with Roger de Eyverio- (Ivery), 
a man very familiar with him, and his ſworn brother in 
war, (who had alſo promiſed to ſhare fortunes with him, on 
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which account it is ſaid Robert gave him many eſtates, and, as 
ſome conjecture, the barony of St. Walery), to have founded, in 
1074-5, the collegiate church of 3t. George in Oxford caſtle, for 
a dean and prebendaries, . as moſt proper and agreeable to an uni- 
verſity, and to have endowed it with lands, tythes, and reve- 
nues, out of their revenues; as alſo the church of St Mary 
Magdalen, in the ſuburbs of Oxford, and three hides of land in 
Beaumont fields. | 
This lord, Robert D'Oyley, was a witneſs to the founding of 
Selby abbey, in Yorkſhire, by king William I. and atteſted the 
charter of king William Rufus to the abbey of Eynſham in Ox- 
fordſhire. He died before the end of this reign, and was buried 
at Abingdon ; his wife was Algitha, daughter of Wygot, a noble 
Saxon, a perſon of great note in' that age, lord of Wallingford 
(who entertained the king after the battle of Haſtings), by 
whom he had iſſue an only daughter, Matilda. This lady, in- 
heriting the valour of her anceſtors, bravely defended the em- 
preſs Maud in her caſtle of Wallingford. Her father gave her 
in marriage, 1084, to Milo Criſpin, who had eighty-eight lord- 
ſhips in England at the ſurvey, of which Hillingdon, in Middleſex, 
is the chief ſeat, and thirty-three in Oxfordſhire, He dying in the 
7th year of the reign of Henry I. the king gave her in marriage 
to Bryan Fitz Count, ſon of Baldwyn de Rivers, earl of Devon- 
ſhire (by Lucie, daughter of Drue de Baladen, or Balun baron 
of Overwent and Abergavenny in Wales, ſiſter and heir of 
Hamelyn de Bazlun lord of Abergavenny), to whom ſhe brought 
the lordſhip of Wallingford, and other large eſtates ; he had two 
ſons that were lepers, but whether by Maud D'Oyley I am not 
certain. . Robert D'Oyley, firſt baron of Hoke Norton and St. 
Valery's, dying, in 1090, without iſſue male (both he and his 
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wife being buried in Abingdon abbey, to which, as well as to 
St. Mary's church there, they were bountiful benefactors, and 
where, in 1084, king William, keeping his Eaſter, left his ſon 
Henry under the care of this Robert D'Oyley for his improve- 
ment), he was ſucceeded by | 

Nigel, his next brother, baron of Hoke Norton, 1090, who 
was the king's conſtable. He came into England with Robert 
aforeſaid, and Gildert, a younger brother, who had lands in 
Oxfordſhire beſtowed on him by the Gonqueror, Nigel 
D'Oillei was witneſs to the charter of king Henry I. granting pri- 
vileges and lands to the abbey of Hyde near Wincheſter ; alſo 
to the charter of the ſame king to Edwardſton priory in Suf- 
folk. When he died I have not learnt, but he left two ſons, 
Rgbert, and Fulke who was buried at Erſham, or Eynſham, 
in 1126, The wife of Nigel is named lady Agnes. 

Robert Fitz Nigel ſucceeded his father as lord high conſtable . 
and baron of Hook Norton. He was a gallant man, and much 
eſteemed by king Henry 1. He is mentioned as a witneſs to 
that king's charters to St. Peter's hoſpital in Vork; to Pontefract 
priory ;z in 1133 to Cirenceſter abbey. He alſo gave eighteen 
denariats rent at Oxford, and twenty near that city, to the 
Knights Templars of St. John, In a catalogue of the lands be- 
longing to thoſe knights drawn up by John Stillingfleet in 
1134, he, and Henry his ſon, are ſaid to be donors of lands in 
Oxford and Gosford to thoſe Templars. The ſame lord Robert 
was an evidence to the empreſs Maud's charters,” to St. Frideſ- 
with's in Oxford, and to St. James's priory at Exeter, ſigned 
at Oxford. In 1138, he ſigned the charter of Sir Robert Gayte, 
founding Otteley, or Thame abbey, in Oxfordſhire, He was 
alſo witneſs to John St. John's charter, giving lands to Godſtow 
near Oxford; and, in the reign of king Stephen, he gave Lambey 

| meadow 
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meadow to the ſame nunnery, one half of it being confirmed 
by that prince, and the other by the empreſs Maud, with a 
meaſure of corn yearly, He is likewiſe named as an evidence to 
the charter of king Stephen to the priory of Alceſter in War- 
wickſhire, Ilis wife gave lands of her dowry in Weſton to 
Thame abbey; to which is a witnefs Fulk D Oyley. King 
Henry II. confirmed to the ſame religious houſe thirty-ſix acres in 
Weſton, the gift of Robert himſelf, who alſo built St, Mary's 
church in Oſney ; and, during the fiege of Oxford under the 
empreſs a new chapel called St. Thomas's, becauſe they durſt 
not go to St. George's. On the whole, he appears to have been a 
devout perſon, but ſtill more are we confirmed in this opinion 
from his founding the abbey of Oſney for regular canons of 
St. Auguſtin *, 1129, in the ifle of Oſeneia, formed by the Iſis, 
near Oxford caſtle. To this abbey he gave many eſtates, and 
ſeveral. churches, as Chadlington, Weſton, Hook Norton, Clain- 
don, Cheſterton, and Seneſtan, or Shenſtone ; whence it appears, 
that this place was in the family in the reign of Henry I. and, 
by a ſecond charter, he annexed to it lands in Foreſthill, Burton, 
and both the Stanhales, or Stonhalls, in the pariſh of Shenſtone, 
with all their rights and tenths. This ſame lord built and richly 
endowed the abbey of Miſfenden, in Bucks, in the firſt year of 
the reign of king Stephen T. He was one of the witneſſes to 
the charter of the king's laws; but, in the 6th year of the reign 
of king Stephen, when the empreſs Maud, attended by David 
king of Scotland, came with much triumph from Wincheſter to 
Oxford, he delivered up the caſtle to her. His wife was Editha, 
daughter of Forne, ſon of Sigewolfe lord Greyſtock, both great 
| barons r, a lady highly.eſteemed by king Henry I. (having been 
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his concubine*, by whoſe procurement this lord married her; 
his iſſue were two ſons, Henry and Gilbert; alſo a daughter 
named Editha. Robert Fitz Nigel baron D'Oyley, of Hook 
Norton, was buried at Eynſham abbey, near Oxford. 

Henry, his eldeſt ſon, ſucceeded him, as alſo in the office of 
conſtable, and was ſheriff of Oxfordthire from the third to the 
ſixth year of Henry II. He is expreſily ſaid to have a caſtle in. 
Shenſtone, called Old fort, and to have given or confirmed the 
manor of the Moſſe in Shenſtone to the abbey of Oſney, with a 
certain part of his manor of Shenſtone called Stanhall, which 
Hugh de Twyne, who.held it and other lordſhips of him by 
military ſervice, had formerly beſtowed on the canons of Ofney. 
This Henry D'Oyley is ſaid to have paſſed away the- manor to 
the family of Bray, and to have confirmed * to Radulph de Bray, 
chaplain to King William Rufus, the lands held under him by the 
ſaid Ralph's father; but here muſt be a miſtake. ' Either Ralph 
might be chaplain to king Henry II. or ſome of Henry D'Ovley's 
anceſtors might grant it to the family of Bray, in the latter end 
of the reign of king William I. or William Rufus, which is 
not improbable, if this manor was granted ſoon after the great 
ſurvey taken by William I. to Robert or Nigel, predeceſſors of 
Henry lord D'Oyley. It ſeems clear, however, that the D'Oyleys 
continued lords in chief, or lords of the fee, as we ſhall note 
hereafter, This Henry was witneſs to the charter given by king 
Henry II. to the priory of Plympton, in Devonſhire. In the 
12th year of the reign of Henry II. upon an aſſeſſment + of the 
aid for marrying the king's daughter, he certified his knights 
fee to be thirty-two and a third part of the old feoffment, and 
one and a half, with a twentieth part of the new feoffment; for 
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which fees he paid 211. 118. 1d. In the 14th year of the 
reign of Henry II. the other twenty-one ſhillings for thoſe de 
novo, being then in arrear. In this ſame reign Gervaſe Paganel, 
baron of Dudley caſtle, certified to the king, that Henry D'Oyli 
held one knight's tee under him, for which the fame lord Gervaſe 
owed ſcutage, or military ſervice; and Robert baron Stafford 
certified at the ſame time, that Henry D'Oyley held three knights 
fees of him, which were held under Henry D'Oyley by Walter 
Fitz Tywa, Ralph Fitz Roger, and Ralph, each one; where 
theſe fees were I cannot be certain; but 1 find that about this 
time the D'Oyleys had large poſſeſſions in Gnoſall, Conley, and 
Raunton, in Staffordſhire. Henry D'Oyley was buried in 1163, 
at Oſney abbey. His wife was Maud, or Margery, daughter of 
lord Humphry de Rohun, with whom he had the barony of Bra- 
enham *; by her he had five children, Henry and Robert; Mar- 
gery, at lengrh heir to the family, a daughter, wife to Maurice 
Gaunt; and a third daughter, wife to Thomas + lord of Daventry. 

Henry, the eldeſt ſon, was the fifth baron D'Oyley, and con- 
ſtable of England. He, as his father had done, confirmed to 
the canons of Oſeney the lands before mentioned lying in Shen- 
None; and it ſeems probable, that this man paſſed away the 
manor of Shenſtone to the Brays ; to confirm this, certain papers 
in my poſſeſſion ſay the laſt Henry D'Oyley was the perſon, yet 
it is certain, that the earl of Warwick was the lord, or ſuperior 
lord, in the 20th year of the reign of Henry III. as heir to the 
D'Oyleys. Dugdale ſays, this lord dying without iſſue, the in- 
heritance of his eſtates devolved to his two ſiſters. Another ac- 
count given is, that he married two wives, Sybil and Maud (who, 
ſurviving him, was remarried to the great baron William de 


* Dugdale. | | + Baronetage. 
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Cantelupe, ſheriff of Warwick, Leiceſter, Worceſter, and He- 


Teford ; governor of Wilton and Hereford caſtles, in the reign of 
king John, yet afterwards joined the barons), and had iſſue an 
only daughter, Maud, ſole heir to her father, but ſhe died 
young, and unmarried ; that he went with king Richard I. into 


Judea, and died in Auſtria, 1192, and was buried there, though 


it is ſaid elſewhere *, that he lived till the year 1232. | 
Robert, His Late was the next baron, and conſtable of 


England, ſheriff of Oxfordſhire in the reign of king Richard I. 


and one of the barons + that took up arms for the liberties of 


England againſt king John. He died about the end of the year 


1232 (16 Henry III), without iſſue. His two ſiſters were 
found to be his heirs, the eldeſt of which, Margery, carried part 
of the family eſtates to Henry de Newburgh de Bellamont earl 
of Warwick, her huſband, who, by her had iſſue Thomas, earl 
of Warwick, and Margery ; which Thoinas, on the death of 
his uncle Robert, had livery of his lands (17 Henry III.) doing 
his homage, and paying to the king 1001. for his relief, with 


two palfries. He died in 1242 (26 Henry III.), iffueleſs, poſ- 


ſefled of Shenſtone, where, in the 2oth year of the reign of 

Henry III. he gave licence for a park to be made, to which is 
added, that the ſaid manor was held of him. 

Mͤłargery, his ſiſter and heir, married to John Marſhal, bro- 

ther to William earl of Pembroke, who, by favour of king 


Henry III. was earl of Warwick, but died about half a year after 


Thomas earl of Warwick, his brother in law. She married, 
after his death, and by favour of Henry III. to John de Placetis, 
a native of Poictou; alſo, by permiſſion of the king, earl of 
Warwick, but had no iſſue by either of them; ſhe was living in 


Memoirs of Oſney. + Alſo an aſſiſtant to the 2 5. 


KL the 


306 THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


the 34th year of the reign of Henry III. but we find not the 
time of her deceaſe. It is remarked, however, that Hugh, his 
ſon, by Chriſtian de Sandford, his former wife, ſucceeded in the 
' barony of Hoke Norton, and, in the 48th year of the reign of 
Henry. III. paid 100 I. relief for that and other eſtates of the 
D'Oyleys, whoſe ſon Hugh was ſummoned as a baron in the 
25th year of the reign of Edward IT. 

We note farther of the family, that the offices and honours 
went with Margery D'Oyley as aforeſaid; but Robert, fon of 
Gilbert D'Oyley, ſucceeded in blood, of which line came the 
two families of Shotteſham, in Norfolk, and of Chiſlehampton, 
Oxfordſhire, created baronets by king Charles II. 

Arms of the D'Oylies ; Or, 2 bendlets, Azure. 

Of this great family we obſerve, that they founded the ab- 
beys of Oſney, and Miſſenden, Bucks, and were great bene- 
factors to the religious at Abingdon, Eynſham, Godſtow, Thame, 
and many others, both in England and France; they alſo built the 
bridge or bridges at Oxford, and the caſtle, of which they were 
caſtellans, or conſtables, till deprived by king Stephen, 

The manor ſeems to have continued in the earls of Warwick, 
but whether by purchaſe of the other heirs deſcended of Jo- 
hanna, wife of Reginald de Valletorta, ſiſter and coheir with 
Margery D'Oyley, or by any other way, I am not certain; yet 
1 have ſeen an account, that William Maledoctus (Mauduit) earl 
of Warwick, poſſeſſed it in 1263 (47 Henry III.), and after him 
William de Bello Campo (Beauchamp), earl of Warwick, in 
right of Iſabel his wife, ſiſter of the late earl, or rather heir to 
that earl; for, though he and his wife ſurvived, and were heirs, 
as we may expreſs it, to the earldom, they had not the title. 


This earl died in the 26th year of the reign of Edward I, 


Guy de Beauchamp earl of Warwick was fon and heir of Wil- 
liam, in whoſe line we ſuppoſe Shenſtone was till the death of 


Henry Beauchamp duke of Warwick, and king of the Ifle of 
Wight, being ſo crowned by the king's own hands. His death 


happened at the age of 22, in 1445 (23 Henry VI.). 

Anne, his only child, by Cecily his wife, daughter of Ri- 
chard Nevil earl of Salifbury, was his heir. She died Januagy 
I449, aged 6. 

The ſame year Richard Nevil, called Make-king, was carl of 
Warwick, his claim being by his wife, ſiſter of Henry duke of 
Warwick aforeſaid. He was ſlain, with John Nevil marquis of 


Montague, his brother, at the battle of Barnet, 1471, by king | 


Edward IV. Being attainted, his eſtates were ſettled upon Iſabel 
and Anne, his danghters, then married to George duke of 
Clarence and Richard duke of Glouceſter, brothers of Edward IV. 
amongſt which are named Sutton Colefield and Yardley, near 
Birmingham; Walſall, Perry Bar, Patingham, and our manor 
of Shenſtone, in the county of Stafford. The counteſs, his 
wife, underwent great diſtreſs, and was obliged to take ſanc- 


tuary in the abbey of Beaulieu, Hants, where ſhe continued for ; 


a long time in a mean condition, but thence privately got into 
the North, where ſhe was in great ftreights. Which of the 
daughters had Shenſtone we do not find; but king Henry VII. 
im the third year of his reign, having a mind to the eſtates of 
the late ear} (his daughters being both dead), by a new act of 
parliament annulled the former, as againſt all reaſon, conſcience, 
and courſe of natute, and contrary to the Jaws of God and man; 
and, in conſideration of the true and faithful ſervice and alle- 


giance borne by Anne, counteſs of Warwick, relict of the late 
Richard Nevil earl thereof to king Henry VI. as alſo that ſhe 


never gave cauſe to a diſinheriſon, reſtored unto her the poſ- 
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ſeſſion of 115 lordſhips, of which Shenſtone was one, with 
power to alienate the ſame, or any part thereof; but, like him- 
ſelf, with little purpoſe that the ſhould enjoy them, for it ap- 
pears, that the ſame year, bearing date December 1 3; and a fine 
thereupon, ſhe conveyed them wholly to the king, entailing 
them with the iſles of Jerſey, Sarke, Guernſey, and Alderney, 
upon the iſſue male of his body, with remainder to herſelf and 
her heirs. 

Elſewhere it appears, that king Richard III. kept her in pri- 
ſon during his life, and that ſhe was living in the 5th year-of 
the reign of Henry VII. and then had Sutton Colefield allowed 
for her ſupport. In what year ſhe died is not ſaid, 
- The manor 1s faid to have paſſed next to' a branch of the 
Nevils lords Latimer; and Thomas Nevil is mentioned to poſ- 
ſeſs it, and to have been high ſheriff for the county of Stafford 
in the 2d year of the reign of Henry VIII. as I formerly noted, 
ſeated at Shenſtone park. In my opinion he was not the lord 
of the manor, but might have acted as an agent or deputy for 
the great earl of Warwick, his daughter Anne, who died aged 
fix, counteſs of Warwick, or his reli aforeſaid ; or herein 
might ſerve king Henry VII. and Henry VIII. 
In the reign of Edward VI. that prince granted it to that great 
ſubject, John duke of Northumberland, earl of Warwick, mar- 
ſhal of England, lord high chamberlain, and lord admiral, 
viſcount Liſle of Kingſtone Liſle, baron of Somery, Baſſet de 
Drayton, and Tyes baron Dudley of Dudley caſtle, knight of 
the garter, general warden of the North, and warden of all the 
marſhes towards Scotland ; this, with other eſtates, he forfeited, 
and was attainted, and beheaded, in the firſt year of the reign 
of queen Mary I. 


Queen 
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Queen Elizabeth granted it to Ambroſe Dudley, ſurnamed 
the Good earl of Warwick; and, in the 22d year of the reign 
of that queen he was in poſſeſſion of it. He was the eldeſt ſur- 
viving ſon of John duke of Northumberland, as above, and bro- 
ther to Robert earl of Leiceſter, the great favourite of queen 
Elizabeth. This Ambroſe died February 21; 1589 (32 Eliz.). 
Anne, his widow, daughter of Francis Ruſſell earl of Bedford, 
afterwards poſſeſſed the manor of Shenſtone, as appeared on a 
view of frankpledge of the court baron of the moſt noble lady 
Anne counteſs of Warwick, widow, late wife of the moſt noble 
Ambroſe earl of Warwick, on the 7th of Oltober, in the 33d 
year of the lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God, of England,, 
France, and Ireland, queen, defender of the faith, before Ro- 
bert Sheldon, gent. deputy of Edward Hake, eſq, chief ſeneſchal. 


to the ſaid counteſs, and is thus enrolled : „To this court came 
Nicolas Collins in his own proper perſon, and gave up a cottage 
or tenement, and a garden, with other premiſes, in which the; 


ſaid Nicolas now dwells, ſituate, lying, and being, in Shenſtone 


pariſh, with intention that the ſame might be paſſed over to. 


Thomas Collins, ſon of the ſaid Nicolas, which the ſaid Ro- 


bert Sheldon paſſed over to Thomas, that he might have and 


hold the ſame premiſes to him and his heirs according to the 


cuſtom of the ſaid manor, paying to the counteſs and her heirs. 
yearly 16d. of lawful money of England, and doing proper ſuit 


and ſervice, &c.“ Signed R. Sheldon. 
On the parchment in which the ſaid conveyance is made, is 


inſcribed, * The manor of Shenſtone cum membris.“ The. 


counteſs was living November 19, 1592 
Sir Robert Dudley, ſon of Robert earl of Leiceſter, was heir 
to Ambroſe his uncle, earl of Warwick, and enjoyed many of 
the family eſtates. In the reign of James I. he claimed the earl- 
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doms of Warwick and Leiceſter ; but, being ill treated, he left 
the kingdom. He was afterwards recalled, but, not returning, 
his eſtates were all ſeized, and veſted in the crown during his na- 
tural life, by the ſtatute of Fugitives. In 1620, he was created 
a duke of the Roman empire by the emperor Ferdinand II. and 
was called duke of Northumberland in foreign parts. His lady 
alſo was by king Charles I. created ducheſs of Dudley for her 
life, bearing date at Oxford, May 23, in the 2oth year of his 
reign, She died January 22, 1668-9, aged 90. This great 
and able man died in September, I549, aged 66, 
Shenſtone, and other the eſtates of Sir Robert Dudley, being 
in the crown, king Charles I. granted that of Shenſtone to one 
Balmerino *, a Scotſman, who ſold the park as before deſcribed, 
to Lake and Alexander Ward, and the ſeigniory, with 
Thornes, a member thereof, to Rowland Fryth, a maſter in 
chancery, whoſe great grandſon paſſed it to Smyth, be- 
longing to the ſame court. 

In reſpect of this, I ſhould imagine Balmerino was only the 
title of this Scotſman who poſſeſſed Shenſtone, his real name be- 
ing - Elphinſtone, baron Balmerino, anceſtor of Arthur 
lord Balmerino, beheaded for rebellion in the reign of George II. 
I am the rather induced to this, becauſe one Elphingſtone is men- 
tioned as an attendant on king Charles I. 1628, whoſe father, 
Sir James, was ſo created in 1604; and alſo ſeeing the older 
inhabitants of Shenſtone have a tradition, that the manor was 
given by king Charles I. to a Scots lord. After all, my ſenti- 
ments are, that the great fee, or right in capite of the manor, 
continued in the crown, and was fo granted to Balmerino. 


* Wilkes's papers. 
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of the Manor of SHEN STONE, and the leſſer Lords of it. 


Shenſtone, or Scerte/lan, was in the hands of William the 
Conqueror, and, in the 2oth year of his reign, was held of him 
by one Leonilde, whom I. look upon to have been the owner of 
it under Edward the Confeſſor, in part from his name, which 
ſeems. to be of Saxon derivation, How long he or his family 
poſſeſſed it is not ſaid, but a noted antiquary * tells us, that in 
king John's reign it was holden of Henry D'Oyley's barony ; and, 
in the reign of Henry III. when Henry, firſt earl of Warwick, 


had married Margery, ſiſter and heir of Henry D'Oyley, it was 


holden of him; afterwards of Thomas earl of Warwick his ſon, 
by Robert de Grendon, by the ſixth part of a knight's fee de ve- 
teri feoffmento, who had iſſue Roger, father of Ralph; J and that 
one of the family held it till he forfeited it, or rather yielded it 
for the redemption of his hand, which ſhould have been cut off 
for ſtriking in the court. 

This account hath its errors, and is very deficient ;. for, it was 
not Henry firſt earl of Warwick that married Margery D'Oyley, 
but the ſixth earl who married her, who yet was not the heir, 
but the coheir and ſiſter of Henry D'Oyley the fourth baron, and 
of Robert the fifth. baron, being the children of Henry the third 
lord D'Oyley. The ſiſters and coheirs were Alicia, and Johanna, 
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wife of Reginald de Valletorta, and, as the family deſcent has it, 
of Thomas lord of Daventry. Alicia was wife of Maurice de 
Gaunt, anceſtor of, or of the ſame families with the earls of Lin- 
coln of that name, and the earls of Berkley. | 

Robert de Grendon might hold Shenſtone, as Erdeſwicke ſays, 
of Thomas earl of Warwick, but he hath taken no notice of a fa- 
mily that had poſſeſſion of it before the Grendo:s, or how they 
came owners of it. This was the Brays, 

Tanetine de Brai ſeems to have had it, probably, by marry- 
ing Leonilde's daughter and heir, which Tanetine, as I think, 
came in with king William I. and ſo held it as of lord D'Oyley's 
fee. He had iflue William, and Ralph de Bray, chaplain to 
king William Rufus; to him Henry D'Oyley, the conſtable 
to the king, granted the lands that Tanetine de Brai, his fa- 
ther, held here. This family * had the manor of Shenſtone, 
and had their reſidence in the place. William de Bray, moſt 
likely heir to Ralph, the King's chaplain, had ifſue a daugh- 
ter Avicia, To this man Henry lord D Oyley granted or con- 
firmed the manor and his lands at Shenſtone ; for his ſoul, and 
that of his family. The nuns of Poleſworth found two prieſts, who 
were, to celebrate divine ſervice, and to offer maſſes for their 
health, and for all the faithful deceaſed. We find many of the 
name of Brai, as William de Brai, 'who was witneſs to a charter of 
the Conqueror to Battle abbey ; and Milo de Brai, a benefactor to 
the abbey of Eye in Suffolk ; but we are not certain they were re- 
lated to Tanetine. The huſband of Avicia, daughter and heir 
to William de Bray aboveſaid, was Sir Robert de Grendon, ſon of 
Richard, ſon of Roger (in the reign of king Stephen), who took 
the ſurnarne from the manor of that name in Warwickſhire, and 


#* Wilkes's papers. 
f | Was 
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was therein enfeoffed hy Camville, who had it from Henry 
de Ferrers, or his ſon, being, as I ſuppoſe, the ſon of Thurſtan 

of that place, in the reign of king William 1. Sir Robert de 
Grendon, about the 2oth year of the reign of Henry III. ob- 
tained, from Thomas de Beaumont earl of Warwick, licence to 
make a park at Shenſtone, provided he made ſuch a fence here 
that his foreſt of Sutton ſhould receive no damage from it.” If 
this were not Sir Robert, ſon of the aforeſaid Sir Robert and 
Avice de Bray, who, in right of his mother, and as heir to his 
grandfather William de Bray, became poſſeſſed of Shenſtone, a a 
fair lordſhip in Staffordſhire. This was a conſiderable perſon, 
being a juſtice of aſſize in the 34th year of the reign of. 
Henry III. ſheriff of the counties of Salop, Bruges (Bridgenorth), 
and Elleſmere *, at which time he gave one hundred ſhillings for 
a charter of free warren in his lands, In the 33d year of Henry 
III. he adhered to the barons, but ſoon after to the king. He 
was contracted in marriage to Joan le Boteler, but did not receive 
her; and next married Emma, daughter to William Baflet, of 
Sapecote, of the noble family there; He was a benefactor to 
the nuns of Poleſworth. His iffue were Sir. * John, and 
Alice, wife of John de Clinton. 

Sir Ralph de Grendon was one of the juſtices for the gaol 
delivery at Warwick in the ad year of the reign of Edward I. 
lord of the manors of Shenſtone, Grendon, &c. He had diſ- 
putes with Geoffrey de Camville about the ſervices due for the 
latter manor, but, in the 4th year of Edward III. they came to 
an agreement, of which Dugdale + treats farther. In the 31ſt 
year of the reign of Edward I, he confirmed to the nuns of 
Poleſworth the grants of his anceſtors, and to the chapel of Hoo 


* Dugdale's Warwickſhire. See Antiquities of Warwickſture. 
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belonging to. them the lands beſtowed for the ſupport of two 
prieſts, Unleſs this be meant of Sir Ralph, his ſon and heir, 
one of whom was ſummoned to parhament as a baron in the 


28th, . 322d, and 33d years of the reign of Edward l. but not 


after; this, I ſuppoſe; was Ralph the father, who died in the 
5th year of Edward III. He had two wives; 1. Joan, couſin 
to the biſhop of Bath, by whom he had Sir Ralph aforeſaid; 2, 
Alice de Clinton, by whom he had iſſue Margaret, wife of John 
de Freeford ; Alice, of Sir Philip de Chetwynd, and Joan, of 
Sir Roger de Chetwynd. Sir Ralph, the younger, had Hue 


Robert, and Johanna, wife of John de Rochford, who had iſſue 
Sir Ralph de Rochford, father of Margery, his heir, in the 8th 


year of the reign of Richard II. 
Robert was a man but of weak underſtanding, of which Sir 


Philip de Chetwynd, with John de Freeford, who had married 


his aunts, taking advantage, entered upon his eſtates, under 
pretence of their wives right by virtue of an entail made in the 
27th year of the reign of Edward I. and of Alice de Clinton, 
their mother, having a joint eſtate with her huſband in all his 


lands. Robert thus preſſed, and yet rightly adviſed by ſome 


friends, who clearly diſcerned that Robert would be overborne, 
applied for aſſiſtance to Henry Tortcol (a potent man at that 
time), duke of Lancaſter, yielding unto him the whole manor 
of Shenſtone, to hold for term of his life, or the longer liver of 


them, conditionally that he would protect him in the poſſeſſion 


of Grendon, and his lands at Copſhul, Dordon, &c. This be- 
ing per formed, Robert ſo prevailed, that the ſeveral parties ® 
quitted their intereſt to him and his heirs in the 17th and 19th 
of Edward III. and, dying without iſſue in the 23d year of the 


* Lodge in Chetwynd. 
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reign of Edward III. his lands deſcended to Sir Ralph Rochford, 
his nephew, who entailed them upon his iſſue by Joan, daugh- 
ter of Sir Hugh Meynel, with remainder to his three ſiſters ſuc- 
ceſſively ; then to Sir Richard Stafford and his heirs; according 
to which entail Shenſtone and Grendon continued for divers 
years, until at length, Sir Ralf Rochford being dead, the ſaid 
Joan his wife married again to Hugh de Aſheby, with whom 
Sir William Chetwynd making an accord *, became poſſeſſed of 
a part of the eſtates, having, in the 3th year of the reign of 
Edward III. compounded with Iſabel, the widow of John de 
Rochford, for her title and dower therein, formerly granted to 


bee ner by Sir Ralph Rochford, her ſon-in-law, 


Grendon's arms were, Argent, 2 chevrons, Gules. | 
Sir Roger L'Eftrange died + ſeiſed of the manor of Shenſtone, 
in the firſt year of the reign of Richard II. but how it came to 
him is not ſaid; probably by marrying to one of the AA of 
Rochford. 

I find that Henry de Harcourt had had in dren, * 
with, and Barr, all which he paſſed away to Alice de Trumwyn, 
dated at Alrewith, by deed, in the roth year of the reign of 
Edward II. which Alice was wife of Sir William Trumwyn, 
of Sandon and Hardwic, Staffordſhire, where ſhe had her 
dowry in part, being a widow in the 24th year of the reign of 
Edward IJ. Part of her lands ſhe paſſed over to Roger Trum 
wyne, Where the poſſeſſions lay in the pariſh of Shenſtone 
I cannot learn, nor whether they were any of the leſſer manors 
therein. 

Harcourt's ſeal annexed bears Barry of fix, in a chief a label 
of three points, 


v „ Antiquities of Warwickſhire, f Kennet. Wilkes's papers. 5 
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The manor came afterwards to the Hugfords, a good fa- 
mily of Hugeford in Salop, of long ſtanding, and of Emſcote, 
in Warwickſhire, where we meet with Robert Hugford, who, 
by Joyce his wife, had iſſue Thomas, who, by , had 


John and Thomas, of Prinſthorp. How long the family had 


it I cannot find; but this John had it, as I conjecture, in the 
reign of Henry VI. He died in the firſt year of the reign of 
Henry VII. ſeized of it, and left iſſue three daughters; Joan, 
wife of Humphry Beaufo; Alice, of Richard Cotes; and Anne, 
of Gerard Danet. Which poſſeſſed Shenſtone I know not, but a 


partition was made of his manors of Wolſtone, Merſton, Wa- 


penbury, Eyethorpe, Badſley Clinton, Wolſthorpe, in War- 
wickſhire, and other eſtates. On the 26th of November, in 
the firſt year of Henry VII. on an inquiſition, it was found, that 
George Stanley lord Strange received the profits of it. Moſt like- 
ly Robert aforeſaid purchaſed it, who, in the reign of Richard 


II. was receiver general to Thomas Beauchamp earl of Warwick; 


an 


= * 


and, in the 5th year of the reign of Henry IV. member for War- 


wickſhire. Thomas Hugford * was in the ſame capacity under 
Richard and Henry Beauchamp earls of Warwick in the reign 
of Henry VI. alſo conſtable of Warwick caſtle, John was ſtew- 


ard to Richard Nevil earl of Warwick, and his conftable ; his 


fortune was greatly encreaſed by W Margaret, daughter 
and heir of Nicolas Methley. 
King Charles I. beſtowed it upon a Scotſman, as aforeſaid, 


who ſpeedily diſpoſed of it to Rowland Fryth, eſq. or, as I 
ſhould ſuppoſe, jointly to Edward Morton, of Engleton, and 


this Rowland; for, Thomas Moreton, and William Fryth, of 


* Thomas Nevil, eſq. of Shenſtone Park, is called lord of the manor in the 2d 
year of the reign of Henry VIII; but I refer the reader to the account of the greater 


lords, p. — 
Murival, 


2 
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MNMurival, January Io, in the 3d year of the reign of Charles 1. 
as lords of the manor, freed a meſſuage and lands at Footherley, x | i 
the eſtate of J. Adams. Þ 
Of the Moretons I find Thomas, who by Elizabeth, daughter | 
of Edward Moreton, of Engleton, eſq. had iſſue Richard, 2. 
Thomas, 3. Edward, 4. Robert, and fix daughters. Richard: 
died in 1634; Thomas died 'in 1662; and their mother in 
1664; but Thomas left iſſue Thomas, who diedin 1710, lea- 
ving Thomas and Edward. Edward, the third ſon, who was (or ; 
ated as joint) lord with William Fryth, by Mary, daughter of 
. - Yates, of London, gent. left a fon Thomas. Robert died 
Lin 1676. Probably the Moretons ſold their ſhares to the Fryths. 
A larger account of this family is given in Aſton hamlet. 
The next poſſeſſors of the manor were the Fryths, of n 
we ſpoke under Thornes in Over Stonall.. 
We meet with the name in the pariſh regiſter in 1580; for, 
in that year was baptized Ellen Fryth. I ſhould imagine the fa- 
mily had their reſidence here, and were of good account in the 
reign of Henry VII. or Henry VIII. about which time Edward: 
Fryth married Alice, daughter of Jolliffe, eſq. of Thornes.. 
In 1583 was a viſitation of the heralds at arms, at which 
time Thomas Fryth, of Thornes hall in Shenſtone pariſh, was. 
declared to be one of the perſons who had preſumptuouſly, and 
without good grounds or authority, uſurped the name and 
title of a gentleman, contrary to all right and the moſt antient 
cuſtom of this land, and the uſage of the law of arms, and was. MW 
admoniſhed no more to take upon him any ſuch title, upon ſuch. _—_— 
farther pains and peril as by the earl marſhal of England is to be 3 
inflicted; the ſheriffs and clerks of the affizes, and of the peace, 
were alſo admoniſhed to forbear for time to come to call him by 
the name or title of E/quire, or Gentleman. This faid Thomas 
Fryth. 


| oy 
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Fryth, making no proper proof of his gentry, ' bearing no proper 


arms, was diſclaimed by ſound of trumpet at Lichfield, Wed- 


neſday, Auguſt 14, 1583. Signed by Glover, Somerſet herald, 
marſhal and deputy to Norroy king at arms, and the commiſ- 
ſioners attending. Arms were, in 1583, allowed him. This 
Thomas had iſſue, as I ſuppoſe, Rowland, William, two ſons 
named Thomas, who died infants, a third Thomas (living in 
T599, and that year buried a daughter Alice), Edward, who 


died in 1587, Alice, Eleanor, &c. by Elizabeth his wife, who 


died in 1608. William, called lord of the manor, 1 look upon 


as an agent for his father or brother Rowland. In order to re- 


concile the antiquaries, and yet I ſuppoſe ſuch conceſſion has its 
difficulties, the words of one are, one Balmirino *, a Scotſman, 
fold the ſeigniory of Shenſtone, and Thornes, a member thereof, 
to Rowland Fryth, a clerk in chancery, whoſe grandſon, Row - 
land, fold it to Smyth, belonging to the ſaid court.” The 


other + ſays, The king in this laſt age gave it to a Scotſman, 
who ſold Shenſtone park to —— Lake, eſq. and Alexander 


Ward, of Lichfield, who have each of them ſeats there. The 
ſeigniory, and Thornes a member thereof, he fold to Rowland 
Fryth, a clerk in chancery, who made it his ſeat, and dying 
left it to Edward his ſon, father.of Rowland the herald. Edward 


lived upon it in 1660.” 


I had lately in my poſſeſſion ſeveral deeds relating to this fa. 


mily, in which I find that Rowland Fryth, of Thornes (I am 


not certain he had then the manor of Thornes or Shenſtone), and 
Peter Alport, of Elmhurſt, gent. had, by letters patent, a grant 
from king James, dated July 2, at Weſtminſter, in the third 
year of his reign, all that his manor called by the name of the 


* Wilkes's Collections. + Sir Simon Degge. 
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Moſs houſe, in the county. of Stafford, with its rights, members, 


appurtenances, ways, &c. in Shenſtone, Over Stonall, Nether 
Stonall, and Thornes, or any of them to it belonging, late par- 


cels of the poſſeſſion of the diſſolved monaſtery of Oſney in Ox- 


fordſhire, to have and to hold the ſame manor, and to hold it 
of his manor of Eaſt Greenwich by fealty only, in free and com- 
mon ſocage, and not in capite, nor by knight's ſervice, yielding 
and paying yearly to the crown for the ſaid manor and other 
premiſes, 9s. 9d. at the Feaſt of St. Michael, and the Annun- 
clation of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, at the exchequer, or to the 


bailiff or receiver of the premiſes for the time being in * 


portions. | 
In the 8th year of the reign of James I. September 20, and 
in the joth year of the ſame reign, part of the lands were paſſed: 
to different perſons in the pariſh, for whom Thomas Fryth, 
ent. and Thornton, acted as their attornies, to which con- 
veyance Thomas and William Fryth ſigned as evidences. - 
In the 8th year of the reign of James I. July 18, other par-- 
cels of the ſame abbey lands were conveyed away by Rowland 


Fryth and Peter Alport to John Hunt, of Nether Stonall, for the 


conveying of which, and to give ſeiſin, were appointed as at- 
tornies John Perſehouſe, gent. and Robert Moleſley. | 
In the 1oth year of the reign of James I. Rowland Fryth was 
evidence to John Hunt's diſpoſal of a part of the ſame, Dy 
lands to Rowland Ridding of Lynne. 
Rowland aforeſaid ſeems to have been the purchaſer of Shen-. 


ſtone manor, being, as I think, ſon of Thomas of Thornes 


(1583), as John probably was, who died in 1597. 
William was certainly lord of the manor ; for a deed I have 
ſeen ſays, William Fryth, of Murival, and Thomas Moreton,. 


freed lands in the pariſh, If he were the eldeſt ſon of Rowland, 


1 
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it may reconcile. matters; but then it will appear, that Sir Simon 
Degge and Dr. Wilkes have omitted to mention him. 

William Fryth, of Murival, and Thomas Moreton, in the 

3d year of the reign of Charles I. for a ſum of money paid to 
Rowland Fryth of Thornes, gent. enfeoffed John and Alice 
Adams of certain lands, and freed them ; paying 12d. yearly, 
and one hen, upon the 1oth of January yearly, and doing ſuit 
and ſervice at the court baron of the ſaid lords after Eaſter and 
Michaelmas. 
William Fryth and Thomas Moreton, as joint lords, paſſed and 
enfranchiſed lands in Little Hay to John Thickbrome; alſo to 
Thomas and Joyce Collins, of Little Hay; which ſeveral evi- 
dences will ſuffice to ſhew that William * was lord, or joint 
lord, of the manor. 

Edward ſucceeded William his brother, and ſeems to have 
held the whole manor, unleſs we may except Aſton Parva, where 
the Moretons had their ſeat. Edward is mentioned in a convey- 
ance of William Wyatt, of Lichfield, paſſing lands to Edward 
Wyatt in 1647, and then ſigned as an evidence to another of 
the ſame family in 1654, to which alſo is witneſs Henry Fryth, 
but whether his brother or ſon is not exprefled, 

Edward Fryth, of Thornes, gent. and Grenada his wife, had 
iſſue Thomas, born in 1665, and, as I conjecture, had alſo 
Hugh (living in 1663, having a daughter born that year by 
Elizabeth his wife), Edward, Rowland, Charles, and Henry, 
Edward (the father probably) died in 1668. 

Edward ſeems to have been the eldeſt ſurviving ſon, and to 
have been in poſſeſſion of the manor in 1673. This man Dr. 
Plott mentions in his Natural Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, as giving 
him ſome accounts relating to Shenſtone pariſh, At the ſame 
time we cannot but obſerve, that Charles Hinton, Walter Fow- 

ler, 
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ler, Edward Fryth, and Thomas Scott, are mentioned as lords of 
the manor (1664), and acting in that capacity in freeing lands 
and tenements, but to what parts they laid claim I have not 
learnt; vet am of opinion, that three of them were concerned 
only in the diſtrict of Aſton, the ſeigniory as aforeſaid being in 
the Fryths. 

Mrs. Fryth is ſpoken of as reſiding at Lynne in 1667, and 
as paying t 25. 6d. 0b. her quarterly levy to his majeſty's aid. 
She was re- married to John Brown, of Footherley, gent. but 
had no iſſue by him, and died in 169 5-6. 

Rowland ſucceeded as lord of the mand but whether as heir 
to his brother we cannot ſay, or to his father, owing to the pe- 
digree being burnt by a farmer at Stonall, not knowing its va- 
lue. This Rowland Fryth lived at Thornes hall, and was as 
aboveſaid an agent here for William Fryth, of Murival, and 
Thomas Moreton, eſqrs. in the 4th year of the reign of Charles I, 
In 1647, October 9. he and Edward Fryth were witneſſes to a 
purchaſe of lands in the Old field by Thomas Sylveſter. In 
1682, he, John Swynfen, and others, witneſſed a deed paſſing 
lands in Radley Moor to James Adams, and again ſigning another 
conveyance (as lord of the manor) from John Brown, of Thornes. 
April 7, 1682, he confirmed the agreement made by Edward, 
his father, 8 the partitions of Radley Moor; and at another 
time conveyed a part of it to the uſe of the poor. He alſo eſta- 
bliſhed his mother's gift of 501, before taken notice of, for the 
poor widows of Stonall, and gave the handſome dial in Shen- 
ſtone church- yard. His character * was, that © he was a man 
of great integrity, and remarkable for his fidelity to the king 
and church.“ | 


* See monument of John Gibbons, St. Mary's, Warwick. 
T4 Of 
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Of this gentleman we -find farther, that he had at leaſt two 
brothers, Charles and Henry. Charles Fryth was collector of 
the land and window tax for the county of Stafford, for the due 
execution of which Rowland was ſecurity. The money received 
being, as was uſual in thoſe days, ſent to London by a meſſenger 
who had often been entruſted with the government's money, he 
fled with his charge into France, and was no more heard of by 
the family. The crown officers then fell upon the ſecurity, who 
was obliged to make up the deficiency to a conſiderable amount. 
This greatly hurt Rowland, whote family was on the decline. After 
ſome time, matters being properly repreſented, by aid of friends, 
and ſome money paid in part of purchaſe, he had an office amongſt 
the heralds at arms. Going to take poſſeſſion of the place, he 
died in London, was brought to Shenſtone, and interred in the 
church. Such is the information given me by ſeveral old peo- 
ple in the pariſh, The antiquary“ names him „ Rowland 
Fryth the herald ;” adding no other circumſtance, but that his 
father was Edward, ſon of Rowland, a clerk in chancery, who 
made Thorne hall his ſeat. Charles aboveſaid is deſcribed to 
have been lame, and to have died before his brother Rowland. 


Of Henry we learn, that he was a tradeſman of Wolverhamp- 


ton, and that they had two ſiſters, one of which killed herſelf by 
drinking coffee to exceſs; the other, wife of James Hayes, a 
noted apothecary, father, by her, to James, who was 'of the 
fame profeſſion. I ſhould have added, that Rowland, out of 
oppoſition to Smyth, of Over Stonall, or the Harp inn, 
erected the Swan inn, juſt by, a handſome manſion, which, 
with other projects and lofſes, impaired his fortune, before de- 
creaſing; yet by the way we may remark, that the Harp inn 


* Sir Simon Degge. 
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has been ſome years ſhut up, and for ſeven years before unno- 
ticed as formerly, and that the Swan is an elegant and ID 
houſe, in the hands of James Penn. 

Of Rowland we note, that he was diſtinguiſhed for his at- 
tendance upon moſt funerals, in order to preſerve the pariſh 
rights, and their claims to certain ways called Burial Roads, and 
for his kindneſs to all ranks of people. When he died I am not 
certain, but find him named as an active perſon in 1712. His 
wife was ------, daughter of ------ Whitwick, eſq. of Farwel, near 
Lichfield ; but I find no iſſue mentioned that I can affix to him. 
Yet it is obſerved, that Elizabeth, daughter of Rowland Fryth, 
of Thornes, gent. was wife of John Gibbons, deſcended from a 
genteel family in the county of Stafford, which John died in 
1693, aged 67, and was buried at Warwick. Of this family 
was John Gibbons, of New hall, near Sutton Colefield, in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, who bought Wigginſil manor of Robert 
Pudſey, eſq. held by the fourth of a knight's fee ; and, in 1 563, 
being poſſeſſed of the advowſon of Sutton Colefield, preſented 
thereto John Foden, clerk, John Gibbons, by Elizabeth his wife, 
had iſſue ſeven children, of which the only ſurvivor was William 
Gibbons, M. D. Fellow of the College of Phyſicians, of London, 
who gave the crimſon velvet pulpit cloth and cuſhion to Shen- 
ſtone. A gentleman deſcended of the phyſician now lives at 
Sutton, and, as I think, is unmarried. I find too that Rowland 
Fryth had a daughter, Eleanor, wife of William Scott, of Barr, by 
whom ſhe had iſſue Thomas, aged forty in 1662, and Edward, 
who ſeated himſelf at Aldrick, „Thomas * lived in a pretty 
ſeat, and was ſo agreeable as to be accounted the prince of yeo- 
manry, continuing the old manner of houſe-keeping, in hoſpi- 


* Antiquities of Staffordſhire, written in the reign of Charles II. 
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tality to ſtrangers, and relieving the poor ; and as he was not 
ſparing to himſelf in taking his recreation when his. other affairs 
gave leave, ſo he was not aſhamed to put his hand to the plough to 
encourage his ſervants; and, in truth, in theſe parts of England 
none were known to equal his yeoman-like method of living, 
but many, that took upon them to be more gentlemen, came 
very far behind him, both in eſtate and manners of living.“ 

Now, as to theſe daughters, I muſt confeſs, that the firſt 
may have been the child of the laſt Rowland Fryth; but Eleanor, 
wife of Thomas le Scott, as he is called, muſt have been the 
ſiſter of Edward, children of Rowland the elder. 

Arms of Scott: Argent on a feſs Gules cottiſed, Az. three 
lambs of the firſt, between three catharine wheels, Sable. Creſt, 
a beacon fired, 

A curious collector * ſays, © that Rowland Fryth ſold the 
manor to Smyth, belonging to the court of chancery.” 
To this we can reply, that it was ſold by his executors, of which 
Samuel Brown was one, then of Footherley hall, brother to 
John of Thornes, who married Grenada, mother of the ſaid 
Rowland Fryth, eſq. and that the ſale of it was in the reign of 
king George I. 

Arms of the Fryths, of Thornes hall. 

Sable on a chevron embattled Or, three annulets, Sable, be- 
tween three poll axes, the blades Argent. | 

We add, though ſomewhat out of its place, that Rowland 
Fryth, and Edward his ſon, of Thornes, were ſufferers for their 
loyalty to king Charles I. and were obliged to a compoſition with 
the ſequeſtrators, at 2701. | 


\ 


* Dr. Wilkes, 
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In 1692, Rowland Fryth, his mother, wife of 
with ſix ſervants, paid to the poll tax. 

Thomas Fryth, eſq. died at New Windſor in 1733; but I 

cannot affirm that he was of the Thornes hall branch. 
The manor was fold, as before ſaid, by the executors of Row- 
land Fryth. Lord Paget bid 60001. tor it ; but John Smyth pur- 
chaſed it for 65001. in no degree then a good conſideration. 
This John Smyth was one of the corporation of curſitors in the 
exchequer for the diviſion of Warwickſhire, Southampton, the 
city of Coventry, and town of Southampton, and was poſſeſſed 
of the manor of Wombon, in Staffordſhire, eſtates at Whiſton- 
croſs, Seaſdon, Treaſul Muchel, Bonnegal, Albrighton, &c, 
Dying unmarried in the reign of George II. he demiſed the manor 
of Shenſtone, with thoſe and other eſtates, to William Tenant, 
eſq. a citizen of London, often —— in this 3 and 
of Aſton hall in Shenſtone. 

William Tenant, eſq. lord of this manor, patron of St, Mar- 
tyn's church 1 in Birmingham, as heir to John Smyth, married 
„ and hath iſſue one ſon, ow 21 in 1774, of the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford. 

John Hodgetts, of Preſtwood, eſq. ſeems to have been the 
next heir in blood to John Smyth, for he came into poſſeſſion. 
of 300 l. yearly, which the ſame John Smyth had articled to 
purchaſe near North Cleobury, in Salop, and for which Wil- 
liam Tenant paid after the ſudden deceaſe of John Smyth,. eſq. 


Brown, 
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FR A i r o Ar. 


The A I R. 


The air of Shenſtone is reckoned to be pure and wholeſome 
to the natives and healthy perſons, exceedingly agreeable, owing 


to the ſituation and an open country, generally ſpeaking, clear 


of woods; for that is remarkably the caſe in reſpect of Cannoc 
weod, the timber upon it having been cut down, as we think, 
fome ages, and none ſince planted, but for pleaſure or proſpects, 
The village itſelf, Hilton, Over Stonall, Thornes, and ſome ' 
other parts of the pariſh, are ſituate on rifing n and have, 
unqueſtionably, their advantages. 

The Boſſes, Lower Stonall, part of Aude; Little Hay, part 
of Aſton, the Park, the Moſs, Footherley, and Cheſterfield, 


have in a few years undergone ſeveral improvements, particu- 


larly from Samuel Hill, under the late Joſeph Elde, and others ; 
from John Rawlins, of Greenſberry hill, and Thomas Adcock, 
of Lynne; ſo that, if the lands about them were in any former 
time unhealthy, which I never heard of, they are now ſo greatly 
changed for the better as to be both pleaſant and deſirable habi- 
tations ; and ſome of the moſt elegant ſeats are built, where, if 


we may 10 expreſs it, lands have been made, as at the Park, 


Footherley, 


. 
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| Footberley, and the Moſs. We muſt, however, acknowledge, 
that weak, conſumptive, and aſthmatic conſtitutions ang” Shen- 


ſtone air too keen. 
A proof that Shenſtone is a wholeſome ſituation ariſes from 


the longevity of its inhabitants, of whom we meet with Henry 
Lea, who died in 1660, aged 107; 


Criſpe, at 81 or 82 
—— Dickenſon, who died in January, 1767, aged about 92. The 
latter worked with the needle not long before ſhe was taken hence, 
and walked tolerably well from Stonall to Shenſtone, near .four 
meaſured miles; widow James, of Cheſterfield, buried. at 8g, 
in 1767; Joſeph Tedd, buried in 1770, aged 83; widow Briſ- 


bourn, of Little Hay, who was upwards of 91 and fix months 


in June, 1767, when I viſited her; Sarah Ingram, buried in 


1751, aged 81; but, above all, Suſanna Southwell, mother to 
Joſeph Jobbern's wife, of Wood-end, who ſurvived to the age 
of 112, and juſt before her deceaſe talked rationally, informing 
me with ſeveral tranſactions of near an hundred years date, to 


which ſhe was an eye-witneſs. 
To theſe I could add ſeveral people of great age living in the 
pariſh (Auguſt, 1774), but think it prudent to omit them. 


Secondly, we note the WATERS of this Pariſh. 


The largeſt is named the Bourn (a water ſpringing out of the 
earth, and the brook iſſuing from it), riſing in ſeveral ſtreams 
on Colefield Chace, which uniting form a conſiderable lake, or 
pool, near Mill Green and Afton, bearing ſtill the ſame appella- 
tion, and being within that part of the Colefield which belongs 
to Little Aſton; thence it paſſes to Mull Green, where, with 

other 
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other waters, it becomes uſeful for grinding of corn, afterwards 
goes on by Afton, and Aſton forge, through the Moors to Foo- 
therley, thence towards the Holme, near Shenſtone, dividing the 
pariſh into two parts, 
The next conſiderable river is alſo termed the Bourn in ge- 
neral, though in different places it hath other names. It riſes 
about that part of Cannoc wood towards Norton, called the 
Riddings, ſomewhat below Wilmore hollies, in ſeveral little 
ſprings, which are ſoon increaſed by a little water from the Hol- 
lies; thus, making a pretty current, it paſſes by Hamerwick, 
and below Wall, to Ogley Hay, and thence towards Hilton, 
where it is named the Cranbrook, having here a bridge over it, 
though it is commonly low in ſummer ; afterwards to the Moors 
and Cheſterfield, where it again is termed Cheſterfield water ; 
thence to the Aſhcrofts, ſo to the Holme (a little iſle formed from 
theſe brooks), where, after it hath been enlarged by the way 
with ſeveral ſtreams, it unites with the river firſt named the 
Bourn. Becoming now a large water, it ſupplies Shenſtone corn- 
mill, - held by Thomas Woolley, and holds its courſe through 
the lands adjoining to Shenſtone old hall, to. Shenſtone park, and 
by Thickbroom and Weeford heath, or park, to Weeford, 
where it gains the name of B/ackbrooke, and has over it a large 
handſome ſtone bridge; thence it runs to the North fide of 
Drayton Baſſet Park, the ſeat of the lord viſcount Weymouth, 
and near Faſely bridge falls into the Thame ; at Tamworth, it 
receives the Ancre, and thence runs into the Trent by Hopways, 
Fiſherwic, Haſeler, Croxal, and Whichnovre, 
Alon water riſes in Coxe's Moors, about a quarter of a mile 
from Mill Green, amidſt ſome alder trees in ſeveral ſprings. 
Theſe uniting a little way from their head afford a conſiderable 
ſtream, and join the larger Afton brook in its courſe trom Aſton 
: ©» | mill 
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mill to the forge, by which waters the pool there is in a good 
meaſure ſupplied for the working of iron oar. 

The Pen, or Penke, a pretty rivulet, riſes in Upper Stonall, 
in the lands of Noel Hill, eſq. called the Spring Pieces, moſt 
delightfully bubbling out of the earth in ten or twelve different 
places, nearly together. It runs in its channel for ſix or ſeven ' 
hundred yards, above that part of the Stonall road that leads to 
Aldrich, and has in its way within that compaſs two ſmall reſer- 
voirs. It continues its courſe upon the great road, but is ſeveral 
times diverted to water the neighbouring grounds, by which its 
ſtrength is broken till winter, or rainy weather, when it greatly 
increaſes in ſpite of the farmer's endeavour, paſſes down Stonall 
through the lands named the Wallongs, down to the Wall heaths, 
then joins the Quebb, 

The 2zebb is a little water which riſes near the Wall heath 
pieces, in the lands called Smith's marſhes, and, uniting. with 
the Pen, paſſes to Birchley farm, near Lynne and Owls hall, to 
the Bourn, or Footherley brook, by which time it becomes a. 
large water, runs next to the Holme, and into Cranbrook by 
Shenſtone mill, and to Black brooke. 

The Pen is a moſt excellent water, and, being the only one of any 
conſequence in Over Stonall, a dry and ſandy foil muſt needs be moſt 
uſeful and agreeable. Indeed, there is a pool, termed Clay Pit pool, 
above this village, near the ſummit or the eminence on which was 
the caſtle or old fort, fed by ſome ſprings on the higher ground, 
which afforded an opportunity of moating round the caſtles, ſuch 
a trench being yet viſible. This rivulet runs on the ſide of the 
village oppoſite to the Penke, but in a wet ſeaſon runs down 
the ſtreet-way, and joins the Penke in the Peaſe croft *, near 


* Lands of William Tenant, * . 
52 the 
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the Swan inn. The Wallongs, beforementionod, were d of 
the Hawes family, now of William Tenant, eſq. through which. 
the Penk paſſes, as alſo through the town crofts, Cotgrave's 
upper, lower, and middle crofts, in the courſe we expreſſed. 

Of Druidſiere pool we ſpoke in Upper Stonall, but what the 
noted Dr. Plott obſerves *, the notice it gives of a dearth by 
overflowing, we could hardly avoid mentioning ; ; he adds too, 
that at other times it is nearly dry. This pool, or lake, was 
named of the Druids t, who were legiſlators of Gaul and 
- Britain, held the doctrine of Pythagoras, and pretended to the 
converſe of ſome deity, holding the doctrine of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, They were miniſters of 
the ſacred rites,- initiated into, and preſided in, the myſteries. 
They had their doctrine from Egypt, and celebrated the orgies 
of Bacchus. Their end and drift in initiation was to reſtore 
the ſoul to the ſtate whence it was fallen, as its native ſeat of 
perfection. | 

Their moral precepts were, to revere the Gods, to offer fruist 
to them ; to honour their parents, to forbear cruelty to animals, 
and to amend their lives. They had their ſmaller and greater myſ- 
teries, their external and internal doctrines, as being the ge- 
nuine offspring of the Egyptian prieſts, who ſhared the govern- 
ment of the ſtate. Over their myſteries they had a chief to 
keep matters orderly, and prevent miſchief to the ſtate. 
As enough has been ſaid of them, we proceed to obſerve, that 
another little water is found near Stonall, called Tu-bledown, - 
falling from land in or near the caſtles, which joins the Bourn 
at the Hogmoors, between Lynn and Footherley. 


* Natural Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, p. 228. + Ibid. p. 286. 
The 
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The Moſs Lake is the only water of note that we have not 
mentioned in this place, having remarked it in our account of 
the Moſs ; yet we may add, that it might with little expence be 
made an additional beauty to the Moſs houſe, eſpecially by a 


little alteration of the road, and taking part of the meadow op- 


Thirdly, we ſpeak of the SOIL and LAND. 


Here we find good paſture both in the meadows and higher 
ground, which laſt is of ſuch a nature as to be pleaſed and fer- 
tile with much rain, being of a dry ſandy earth, producing, ac- 
cording to the pains beſtowed upon it, plentiful crops of barley, 
oats, and ſome good wheat; but the pariſh is moſtly noted for 
excellent barley, not hereby excluding other grain, as vetches, 
peaſe, &c. At the ſame time I have been a witneſs to lands, 
ſtarved to all appearance, and ſtarving the tenants for genera- 
tions, being ſo well cultivated as to produce very even unex- 
pected returns to the preſent poſſeſſor, of which I inſtance the 
_ caſtle lands, and particularly Shire Oak farm, but I muſt ſay, 
at a vaſt expence, even to the laying on earth upon ſtones, and 
beggary itſelf; ſo much can induſtry and a ſpirit of improvement 
avail, Nor by mentioning theſe lands do I mean to diſregard 
the cultivation of many farmers who have notably diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves, but thoſe I remark were bad as the dry and barren 
heath a few years ſince, The have all contributed to raiſe a 
ſweet and feeding graſs, both for cows and ſheep. One im- 
portant alteration hath been, the cultivation of turnips, and 
hoeing them, by which prudence and method thouſands of ſheep 

Uu2 .  * Wave 
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Have been fattened, and that ſo well known, as to cauſe an in- 
creaſe of tythes (1773) to Edward Harwood, the vicar, The 
corn lands too have returned greater aud almoſt incredible ſums 

to rhe preſent owner of the rectorial tenths, Noel Hill, eſq. 
and have been improved accordingly (the ſame year); many 
people now paying double or treble more than was demanded 
antecedent to 1773. 

Butter, and particularly excellent cheeſe, are made, and theſe 
in plenty through all parts of the pariſh, a convenience too for 
the payments of rents, which were alſo advanced generally by all 
the land-owners in 1773. 

Marling is cuſtomary in ſome parts, but it is not equally good 
in all places; there is, however, excellent marle under the ſtone 
bees in the mines of Noel Hill, and John Dolphyn, on the fide 
of Shenſtone leading towards Swynfen, and adjoining to the 
Pindle fields, and on the Stonall ſide, which has been greatly 
ſerviceable in the improvements made. 

Lime too has been a good article in improving and forcing 
crops of grain, but, though it be fetched only five or ſix miles, 
from Hay Head, Ruſhall, or Walſall, is a dear article, and yet 
ſeems abſolutely requiſite on the Shenſtone lands. Lime, as 
ſome object, brought at 25 8. the waggon load, by its heat pro- 
ducing a fermentation, makes a ſhow for one or two crops, but 
afterwards is detrimental, eſpecially if often repeated, as the 
barren calx left behind it is at beſt a uſeleſs load upon a good 
ſoil, if it does not contribute to canker the roots of whatever grows 
thereon. Experience oppoles ſuch objections ; for, lime certainly 
lightens the earth, and from its fixed ſalts muſt be uſeful in ve- 
getation, and is uſed not only here, but wherever it can be pro- 
cured ; indeed, it is often mixed with ſoil, or other, manure, and 


is often turned, or till it becomes an excellent compoſt; and I 
| have 
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have ſeen it ſpread upon grazing ground with good effect, ſo as 


to freſhen and ſtrengthen the uſeful food, enriching that, and 
killing the uſeleſs or noxious herb. As to the barren calx, it is 
eaſily removed, as other ſtones that incommode the ground. 

A till greater improvement is the dung, and other manure, 
which is fetched in great quantities by the induſtrious farmers, 
from Lichfield and Walſall, and is frequently added to the compoſt 
beforementioned, and both together procure means and food to 
fatten ſheep in abundance, oxen, and cows. Of the former the 
farmer will give thirty or thirty-five ſhillings to lay on turnep 
lands, and ſell them out with advantage ; of the latter, the late 
Joſeph Elde fed many on the lands near Shenſtone park, to an 
amazing ſize, which were commended as very good meat. 

Mines there are of ſtone and clay, but no great quantity of 
either is got here. Half a mile from Shenſtone village is a ſtone 
quarry ; when firſt dug out, it is of a red caſt, and ſoft; but, when 
expoſed to the air, grows hard and durable, and no queſtion in 
other inſtances we might find ſtone. Good clay is found in 
Shire Oaks farm, Lynn, Nether Stonall, and near Shenſtone 


Hall, to which laſt belong ſome fields, called the Brick Kiln - 
Brandreth got the clay to build the hall. 


Pieces, where 
Marle is found in Lynne, Stonall, and the Boſſes. Some con- 


jecture coal might be found at Aſton, and, indeed, ſo John 


Butler aſſured me, from the appearances of the water and other 


circumitances. 
We can hardly avoid ſpeaking of the Peat heath, ts in 


ſome part of this county it comes under the article of fuel, or fire, 


eſpecially in the Moorlands. Peat: being deſcribed as a fort of 


ſtringy and bituminous earth, which lies under. the uppermoſt 


| turf in mooriſh boggy ground, and being dug out of holes called 


Peat pits, and cut into the ſize of bricks, they are ſet to dry, 
.— = 
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as in Oxfordſhire, Cheſhire, &c. being a fuel for the poor 3 but 

this is not the circumſtance in this place. 
The Peatmore is a large tract of marſhy ground, containing in 
its preſent reckoning about ſix hundred acres, fourteen of 
which, that lay convenient, have ſome years been improved 
into tolerable good land, as I ſuppoſe has happened here- 
tofore to the Darnhurſts, or Darnelhurſts, a ſpot of thirty 
acres belonging to the lord of the manor, held with the Greenſ- 
bury hill farm, lying * Footherley, on the extreme of 
the Peatmoor. 

This Peatmoor hath undergone great alterations, being much 
drained by the preſent tenant, John Rawlins, who hath opened 
the old trenches, that are ſaid to have been five yards deep, and 
made ſeveral large new ones very wide, and three yards deep, at a 
vaſt expence, notwithſtanding he was eaſed by the gift of a 
conſiderable quantity of wood dug out of it, and uſed for cokes, 
or wood coal; he hath alſo made ſmaller cuts tranſverſely, ſe- 
parated the moor into two parts, and planted ſuch trees as are 
agreeable to the ſoil, which will not only be uſeful, and a fence, 
but give a more pleaſing appearance to a wild and dreary heath, 
limiting which, on one fide is a thick wood of twenty acres, full 
of timber, till a part was fallen a few years ſince, and now in a 
thriving {tate ; but, being chiefly oaks, it is moſtly encouraged 
for the under wood, being the property of William Tenant, eſq. 

We might here have ſpoken of various ſprings, under the ſe- 
cond article of Natural Hiſtory, but they are not valuable, on 
account of the ill quality they. partake of in their paſſage, and 
ſeem only to increaſe the current of the Footherley brook. 

In theſe mooriſh places are dug up a kind of fir trees, which, 
beſides other uſes, are often ſplit into thin .pieces, or ſpils, and 
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are uſed on common occaſions as candles, and, from their tur- 
pentine quality, give a good light. | 
But of all the accidents that ever befel the trunks of trees, 
there is none more unaccountable than their being found in dif- 
ferent places buried under ground, as in the Peatmore, the land 
of Mr. Rowland Fryth, of Thornes, in an inland country, 
therefore many have ſuppoſed they were carried here by the de- 
luge, which ſeems a very idle ſtory, as then we ſhould have had 
them in other valleys as well as where they are found. Beſides, 
ſuch as are met with without their roots appear either to have 
been burnt aſunder near the ground, or are found with the 
mark of the axe till remaining upon them by which they were 
ſevered from their ſtools, which are found ſtanding in many 
Places in the ſame poſture as when the trees ſtood upon them, 
which has prevailed with others, who are ſatisfied with this, to 
think that this Moſs wood (as they name it; from the moors or 
moſſes in which it is buried) was originally beech or alder trees, 
that delight to grow in ſuch moiſt places, which, being ſoaked 
ſo many years in a bituminous turf, may become at length ſo well 
impregnated, as to imitate fir both in ſmell and burning; which 
too are more agreeable to the ſizes of thoſe ſubterranean trees 
than firs are, there being few found above a foot diameter at the 
but-end, whereas firs grow even to two yards diameter ſome- 
times, To which may be replied, that one reaſon why theſe 
trees are found ſo may be, that all now found is only the heart 
of the tree, which was much bigger before the ſap was con- 
ſumed, which may alſo be the reaſon why they are found fo 
long. A reaſon for their lying thus covered in inland countries 
is given, that, not being natives of England, the firs were planted, 
here by the Danes and people of Norway, who, getting poſſeſ- 
ſion of this . endeavoured to make it as much like their 
o Wa 
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own as they could, and planted theſe firs, which, after grow- 
ing many years, either upon the maſſacre of that people under 
king Ethelred, or their final loſs of dominion here after the 
death of king Hardicnute, that no memorial of them might 
remain, the trees they had planted there were cut down; and, 
as many of them as grew upon low moiſt lands, lying inconve- 
nient for carrying away, were neglected, and in proceſs of time 
were covered. by alteration, thoſe upon the hills and higher 
ground being long uſed. Farther, the low grounds, where they 
are now found, when they ſtood and flouriſhed, in all probability 
were tolerably dry land; for, the trees whilit growing, notwith- 
ſtanding the wet and ns ſhot into the valleys then as at 
this time, continually ſpent it in their nouriſhment, and their as 
conſtant exhalations ; but, when they were cut down, there being 
no way to expend it, the valleys at length grew into pools, the 
waters thereof being thickened with perpetual deterrations, or 
earth brought from the hills and higher grounds by ſhowers 
in wet, and winds in dry weather, they came at laſt to be fens 
or moſſes, thus covering the trees, which we take to be the 
origin of many of our moſſes, though afterwards increaſed. by 
new graſs and ſedge, annually growing upon the rottings of the 
old in tle former year, and ſo onward. Such is Dr. Plott's 
account *. | 

This Peatmore, with the farm late Hardwick's, at the Boſſes, 
on the extremities of the moor, with Greenſbury Hill, the Whit- 
ages, a portion of land late —— Dickenſon's, purchaſed by John 
Smyth, lord of this manor, and other premiſes to the amount 
of tour hundred acres, or nde, are in the tenure of n Raw- 
lins, rented from March 25, 1772. 


* Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, cap. 6. 
| In 
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In the moraſſes about Deeping, in Lincolnſhire, are often 
dug up trunks of trees at two feet depth, ſuch as firs and oaks, 
with their fruits, all at full perfection. This made the learned 
Dr. Shuckford think they had lam from the Flood, which he 
attempts to prove was in auturan, 

As to the moraſſes in general, they ſeem to be a eg d 
of leaves, ſeeds, flowers, ſtalks, roots of herbs, fruits, or ſhrubs, 
and, when become more cloſe and ponderous, appear to be only 
a more perfect putrefaction; when it becomes black they are 
moſt bituminous and fitteſt for fuel. This ſeems to be nothing 
but the conſummate putrefaction of the plants that grow on ſuch 
places, as Eleagnus, Ros Solis, Erica, &c. - _ 

Ogley Hay, part of which is in Shenſtone pariſh, in its whole 
circuit was very extenſive, containing about two thouſand ſeven 
hundred acres, bounded by lands called Bull moors, Hilton ham- 
let, the Stafford road, Catts hill, and Muckley corner. In the 
reign of queen Elizabeth it was granted to the family of lord 
Stafford, which paſſed it to the anceſtor of lord Dncie Moreton, 
who ſold it. half freed * to ſeveral perſons ; at the ſame time we 
obſerve, that John Dolphyn, eſq. had a twenty-fourth ſhare ſe- 
parate from that ſo paſſed away. Edward Jackſon, of Wall, 
gent, had two ſhares of the freehold, which he fold to Chriſ- 
topher Wood, of Norton, gent. 

Dorothy, widow of Quintyn, in the reign of Henry 
VIII. had a right of common paſture for all her eſtate, which 
paſfed to William Quintyn her ſon, in the reign of queea Eliza- 
beth. I have ſeen an indenture, dated the 24th of May, in the 
41ſt year of the reign of Elizabeth, between Edward Stanley, of 
Tonge, Salop, on the firſt part; Richard Jackſon, of Clements 


* Or in free copy. "IP 
> i, : | inn, 
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inn, Middleſex, William Quyntyn, of Wall, Anne his wife, and 
Robert Quintyn his brother, on the ſecond part; John Jackſon, 
of Lichfield, tanner, and Thomas Turner of Kelmſcote, Ox- 
fordſhire, on the third part; in which, for 2001. paid by Wil- 
lam to Edward Stanley, and 501. by Robert to the ſaid Edward, 
Edward and Richard Jackſon agreed to levy a fine to John Jack- 
ſon and Thomas Turner, in a meſſuage and barns, with a paſ- 
ture called Horſe croft, alſo Lea field, a moor and dingle called 
Newland meadow, all in or near Wall; Newland Leycroft, New- 
land Leyſwood, with eighteen acres of arable land in Wall field, 
and common paſture on Ongley hay for all cattle, with all rights, 
late in the occupation of William Quintyn, of his father and mo- 
ther; alſo a cottage, orchard, and garden, in Wall, held by 
William Langley, a field named Croft-a-green, a piece called 
Round hills, ſeven acres of arable land in Wall, with a meadow 
called Rakemore in Shenſtone, held by Robert Quintyn, and 
common paſture on Ongley Hay; the fine to paſs to Richard 
Jackſon for life, next to William and Anne Quintyn his wife, 
remainder to William's heirs, remainder to Robert his brother, 
remainder to Thomas Webb and Margaret his wife, and her 
heirs, remainder to Roger Comerley, Anne his wife, and her 
heirs, the ſame to Anthony Spicer and his wife Elizabeth, the 
ſame to Edward Jackſon, Iſabel his wife, and heirs, remainder 
to Richard Sylveſter, Dorothy his wife, and heirs, to Thomas 
Webb and Margaret his wife, and to William Quintyn's heirs 
for ever, 3 fealty, and a penny rent at Michaelmas for all 
ſervices. 

In another indenture other eſtates were paſſed from the afore- 
ſaid Richard Jackſon to Robert Quintyn, William his brother, 
Richard and Ellen Gibbons his wife, Anthony Spicer, and Eli- 
zabeth his wife, Roger Somerlay and Anne his wife, Edward Jack- 

5 ſon 
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ſon and Iſabel his wife, Richard Sylveſter and Dorothy his wife, 
Thomas Webb and Margaret his wife, and the heirs of Robert 
Quintyn for ever; all confirmed by Edward Stanley, eſq. or Sir 
George Vernon, knight. The chief rent and ſervices were re- 
ſerved to the lord of the fee, and the premiſes therein named were 
leaſed by Sir George Vernon to William Quintyn, deceaſed, ſon. of 
William, Dorothy his wife, and William their ſon, for their lives; 
Edward Stanley, eſq. was then ſeiſed of Sir George Vernon's part, 
and both confirmed this deed. Dated at Tonge, his manor 
houſe, 1509. Witneſſes John Lakyn, James Aſtley, John 
Chadwick and, John Jackſon. 

In 1666, in the 18th year of the reign of king Charles II. was 
paſſed an indenture between John Green, of Great Bloxwich, and 
Mary his wife, John Darleſton, of Wiggington, and Anne his 
wife, and Elizabeth Quintyn of Wall, on the one part; Richard 
Hinckley, of Lichfield, on the other ; expreſſing, that Thomas 
Martyn, of Lichfield, ſold to Richard Scott, of Great Barr in 
Aldrich, for 99 years, lands in Ongley Hay, and others in the 
Leet ficld in Lichfield, called the Burrow Copp, held by Hum- 
phry Tew, of Lichfield, gent. and others, but lately by Tho- 
mas Quintyn of Wall; and Richard Scott, in 1652, paſſed them, 
or his part, in 1658, to Thomas Martyn; Thomas Quintyn paſ- 
ſed his ſhare to his three daughters, Mary, Anne, and Elizabeth, 
as proved by Thomas Quintyn, his ſon and executor. John 
Green and Mary his wife, John Darlaſton and Anne his wife, 
with Elizabeth their ſiſter, diſcharged Richard Hinckley for 301: 
who purchaſed the lands in the Leet field, paying 8d. yearly 
during the reſidue of the 99 years, vis. the land lying near the 
eſtate of Amon Perkyns, gent. and Sir Simon Weſton, knight. 
To which deed were witneſſes Zachary * George Ma- 
ſon, and Richard Baxter. 


X 2 We 
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We now proceed to the account of Ogley aforeſaid. 

Fowke Huffey, gent. had eight ſhares ; Worſey, of 
Ruſhall, one; all which, and others, to the number of twenty- 
three ſhares, Chriſtopher Wood, of Norton, purchaſed ; John 
Dolphyn's yet remaining to his heirs. 

The leaſehold ſhares were in Huſſey, Holland, and Huntbach, 
gents. and as chattels ſold in chancery to Holland. Jane, relict 
of — Holland, paſſed them to CKriſtopher Wood for 2001. 
He paſſed them for 2301. to Thomas Price, of Goſcote near Wal- 
ſall, who, within five years (about 17 34), reſold them to the 
ſame Charles Wood for 305 J. at which date were re- conveyed 
to him the two parts belonging to Edward Jackſon, for one 
hundred guineas. It has been obſerved, that the Hays of Staf- 
fordſhire were ſold, as of Cannoc wood, or the foreſt ; but this 
muſt ſurely be meant only of ſuch Hays as originally lay upon it. 
The earls of Uxbridge were ſuperior lords over the lands of Sir 
Edward Lyttelton, lord Aſton, and Sir William Wolſeley, in this 
neighbourhood, with Whittington and Whittington heath, Nor- 
ton, Wyrley, and alſo of Harbourn, Smethwick, Huntington, 
and Cannock. 

John Smyth, eſq. lord of ene, endeavoured to make 
Ogley Hay a free warren, and for that end began a ſuit at law 
with Charles Wood and John Worſey, of Ruſhal, gents, but was 
obliged to give up the point. 

Charles Wood, often mentioned, and Henry his 3 of 
Wolverhampton, with five daughters, one of whom was wife of 
the reverend Edward Tonge, of Aldrich; another of — War- 
wick, of Mancheſter; a third of ——, father to „wife of 
William Collins, of Aſton, were the iſſue of the reverend Henry 
Wood, rector of Aldrich and Yarborough in Lincolnſhire, pre- 
bendary of Lichfield, and ſacriſt of Wolverhampton. 


Upon 
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Upon Ogley Hay, a few years ſince, was a rabbet-warren ; 
and, in 1765, Richard Gildart, eſq. who had then lately pur- 
chaſed the manors of Norton and Ogley, reftocked it with rab- 
bets, and now reſides in or near Norton. 

Many perſons of Lynne, Upper Stonall, Wall, and Pipe hill, 
in right of their meſſuages claim a liberty of paſture for ſheep, 
without limitation; paying eight-pence yearly for theſe meſ- 


ſuages. The arrears had not been demanded for 33 years, till 


1765, when Richard Gildart levied thirteen years payment in 
lieu of the whole. 

The (oil varies according to the improvements made upon it, 
though a great part of Ogley is of a dry and ſandy nature; I have 


introduced it here, becauſe it has chiefly been the property of 


perſons who have had little connexion with the pariſn of Shen- 
ſtone. | 
On the common adjoining is a vaſt quantity of little white 


ſtones, and the ground ſo covered is of ſuch a compaſs, that 
they appear as if they were an hail ſtorm; greater ſtill would be 


their appearance if the land were thinly turfed as they ſeem to 
be formed, or grow on or near the ſurface. 


Fourthly, we ſpeak of FI R E, 


under which I muſt note that of the elements. In June, 
1764, upon a Sunday in the laſt hot ſummer, was terrible 
thunder and lightning, which filled every houſe to the moſt 
dreadful appearance. Many were carried out of their rooms and 
beds to parts of them that were ſuppoſed leſs dangerous, though 


to all appearance in the midſt of flames; yet I do not recollect 
that 
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that any perſons were burut. In the intervals of the flaſhes it was 
very dark; in the fields and roads the lightning ſeemed to run 
upon the ground. The whold day preceding was extremely ſultry 
to people of our climate. Joſeph Elde loſt one ox by the flames, 
and another was ſo injured as never after to thrive. Moſes Col- 
lins of Hilton and others had thirty-three ſheep killed to- 
gether in one direction, as if ſcorched on one fide of their heads. 

Of fuel are turf and peat, and unqueſtionably coal, at 
leaſt in the neighbourhood. Of the former no uſe is made, I 
mean for this purpoſe. Of coals we have plenty at four miles 
diſtance, at Brown hills on Cannoc. Good coals are alſo 
brought from the works of Huſſey, of Little Worley, eſq. 
Vernon, of Hilton, eſq. Eſſington Wood, and Wedneſ- 
bury, which being tolerably cheap, there is leſs occaſion for 
peat as a fuel, though it might be got in plenty, eſpecially on 
Sutton chace and Sutton park. 

At Little Aſton Dr. Plott * found curious hollies bearing leaves 
prettily edged with yellow, of the ſame colour with thoſe in the 
phyſic garden at Oxford, Theſe were cut down by Humphry 
Minchin, eſq. as giving an air of gloomineſs. 

Dr. Plott obſerves from the worthy Mr. Fryth of Thornes 
hall, of whom he learnt ſome account of herbs, that about 
Shenſtone they frequently uſed Erica Yulzaris, Heath or Ling, 
inſtead of hops, to preſerve their beer, which gave no ill taſte, 
and that ſometimes they malted oats, which, mixed with bar- 
tey malt, was called dredge mait, of which they make an 
excellent quick freſh ſort of drink. How it might be in his 
days we cannot ſay, but we find no ſuch cuſtom at preſent, either 
in embittering their drink, or mixing their malt. 


* Natura] Hiſtory of Staffordlhire, cap. 6. . 
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In Cannoc, near which Shenſtene is ſituate, and out of which 

it was taken, if not on Sutton chace, is found excellent game, 

as grouſe, woodcocks, and ſnipes, in abundance, with partridges 

and hares. In Shenſtone too would be plenty of hares and par- 

tridges, if both gentry and * did not equally. conſpire to, 
prevent it. 

The rivers in the pariſh are noted for exquiſite trout, and good 
pike ; gudgeons and chub were heretofore more plentiful. 

The land tax, in 1765, at 4s. in the pound, amounted to 
1011. 138. 4d. The levies to the poor, a few yn ſince came 
to about 120 l. yearly. | 

In October, 1769, Shenſtone pariſh was ſurveyed by Ind 
Wadams and Joſeph Swift, churchwardens; James Rawlins and 
Thomas Woolley, overſeers, and valued at 4240 l. 


Of PLANTS we have occaſionally ſpoken. 


As of the Erica Vulgaris. | 

We find alſo the Narciſſus Silveſiris Pallidus, wild Engliſh i 
Daffodil. | 

The Millefolium aquaticum folits feniculi, Wannen water 
Crowsfoot. 

The Vitis Idea thymi foliis, Moſs berries, or Moor berries. 

The Miſcus multiformiter pyxidatus capitibus coccineis, ſcarlet. 
headed chalice moſs; a beautiful plant in its flouriſhing condi- 
tion ; the cups are ſet round with ſcarlet eminences about as big 
as pins heads. This, or a moſs equally beautiful, is found on. 
Broad heath. h es” 
| The 
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The Sambucus frufzu albo, white berried elder, as I have been 

informed. | h 
In the pariſh are five ſeats for gentry, as Shenſtone hall, 

Shenſtone park, the Moſs, Fontherley, and Aﬀeon halls. 

At the diſtance of one mile is Swynfen; at five Fiſherwick, 
the ſeat of Arthur marquis of Donegal; at ſix Drayton Bailct, of 
the marquis of Bath; at ſeven lord Middleton's ; at four Sir Ro- 
bert Lawley's of Cannal; at five Thomas Hoo's, of Barr; at 
three lord Irnham's of Four Oaks; at two Ralph Floyer of 
Hintz; and many others near Lichfield, Sutton Colefield, and 
Birmingham ; ſo that on the whole Shenſtone is a defirable 
ſituation. 

September 22, 1774. 


Of Shenſtone we obſerve, that during the troubles in the 
reign of king Charles I. it was much harraſſed by the garriſons 
of Stafford and Ruſhal houſe, and protected or oppreſſed as Lich- 
field was or was not in the Royalifts hands. In general the gen- 
try were loyal, as we have inſtanced in the- families of Ducy, 
Bolyer, and Adcocks. In 1644 the pariſh was ordered to pay its 
weekly aſſeſſment, as ſettled by the Stafford committee, with 
Cannal, Weeford, and Drayton, at leaſt thoſe parts of it that 
were in their power, to George Bowes and Thomas Willington, 
captains of horſe. 

To the Pendrels, or their heirs, as deſcended from thoſe of 
the name who were inſtrumental in the preſervation of king 
Charles II. are paid, by various tenants in the pariſh, certain 
crown rents, amounting to 41. 108. 41 d., being in reality part 
of the Moſs houſe revenues, at the half yearly value, to which 
we add the half yearly payment for the rectory of Shenſtone 

8 from 
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from Noel Hill, eſq. vis. 21. 198. 7 d. and 74d. as paid ſeparately 
by the late Samuel Hill, efq. alſo 21. 108. for Alcott mill. 

Thus I have, as' far as was in my power, given an account of 
Shenſtone, and with as much fidelity as poſſible, to 1774 ; yet 
alterations do frequently happen in ſo large a pariſh, but, if any 
thing material hath fallen out, we may note it in an addition. 

Laus Deo ! September 24, 1774. 


% 


A PELENSD 1-2 


Watling ſtreet is one of the four great Roman roads * from one 
end of the land to the other, leading from Dover to Cheſter, 
Sometimes theſe four roads, by way of eminence, are called ſtreets, 
Baſilical ſtreets, the Prætorian, Conſular, and Military ways. 
This, named the Watling ftreet, cometh out of Warwickſhire in- 
to this county, remaining, generally ſpeaking, high and good, 
being very little decayed or injured, either by time or the plough; 
it enters at Faſeley bridge, runs by Hintz, Weeford, near Shen- 
ſtone park, by Swyafen, towards Wall, which it divides into two 
parts, one belonging to Lichfield, the other to Shenſtone, thence 
near Frog hall by Occamly pits to Knaves or Knute's caſtle, which 
an antiquary thinks were made for raiſing this ftreetway from 
Eaſt South Eaſt to Weſt North Weſt as far as Four Crofles. There 


* Robert, monk of Glouceſter. : 
2 +2 ol 
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it turns a little, and bears ſomewhat near the Weſt, about Weſt 
and by North, and ſo enters Shropſhire near Sheriff Hales and 

Crackley Bank, paſſing through to 9 bo but, as others Wy *, 
into the fartheſt part of Wales. | 

That Watling ſtreet was a work of the Romans is not to be 
doubted. Whilſt Agricola (ſaith Tacitus) governed Britain, ſeveral 
ways were enjoined, and far diſtant places, by the ſurveyor's 
commandment, that the country ſhould carry from the neareſt 
camp, or wintering places, to thoſe that were far off and out of 
the way; and the Britains complained that the Romans wore out 
and conſumed their bodies in clearing of woods and paving the 
fens, with a thouſand ſtripes and reproachful indignities. 

We read in antient records +, that, in the days of Honorius and 
Arcadius, there were made in Britain certain beaten ways from 
ſea to ſea }. 

Bede ſays 9, theſe were the Romans work. The Romans in- 
habited within the wall which Severus had made overthwart the 
iſland, towards the Southern ſide, which the cities, churches, 
and ſtreet-ways, there made, do witneſs at this day. 

From this road was the name of Vatileſbury in Salop, on 
which this village ſtands; and that antient city Verulam, near 
St. Alban's, called in the Saxons time Vetlinga ceaſter, as ap- 
peared by king Ethelred's charter n lands to the monaſ- 
tery of St. Alban's in 926. 

Great was the coſt and labour in carrying of ſtones, gravel, 
and ſand, for the making thoſe ways firm and laſting, as may 


* Radulphus Ceſtrienſis. | 

+ Dugdale's Warwickſhire, p. 6. 
I Camden. 

$& Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, cap. 11. 
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yet be ſeen in. divers parts, where the ſoil itſelf within many 
miles affords no ſuch materials. 


It hath been obſerved, that near St. Alban's, in 1 the 


ground where this way antiently went, gravel and ſand hath 


been found ten feet deep 1 in the earth, and eighteen. feet broad, 
with great flint ſtones in the bottom, ſuch as are ſuppoſed at 
firſt to have been on the top thereof. We are told, that Au- 
guſtus Cæſar, and other chief men among the Romans, were 
appointed by the ſenate to be officers to take care of theſe 
roads. Dugdale adds, that the Adiles ſometimes took charge 
of them, as appears by the emperor Caligula's cauſing the Adile 


veſtment of Flavius Veſpaſian to be ſtuffed with dirt, becauſe he 


executed that office negligently; and ſometimes that employ- 
ment was committed to the Queſtors. 


The Romans made particular laws for the WE" of thoſe 


roads, and committed them to the protection of the Gods, 2 ä 


Lares Viales. F 

Theſe ways were in great account among the Saxons, as ap- 
pears by the laws of St. Edward, touching the peace of the four 
road ways ; and the ſtatutes of * forbid diſtreſſes on 
thoſe highways. 

To ſum up what we mean to ſay on this head, we obſerve, 
that theſe highways for the marching of armies, and paſſage of 


carriages, as well as for their ſecurity in countries abounding 


with woods, were made at firſt of large ſtakes, and leſſer wood 
woven between them, to keep up the earth and ſtones laid 
between, called by the Saxons waztles, whence this road is 
ſince called Vatling fireet. It enters Salop near Boninghale, and 


thence paſſing by Wellington goes through the antient ſtation. 


called Uriconium or Wroxeter, an old city, formerly three miles 
in circumference, built on a foundation of pebble ſtones three 
| +: yards 
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yards thick, the metropolis ſay ſome *, the ſecond city as 
others +, of the Cornavi, The ſtreetway, a little way from this 
city, leads either through a ford or ' over a bridge ; hence it goes 
to Acton Burnel, then to the three Street Towns, or Strettons, 
and ſo on to Lenterdine in Herefordſhire, near which was the 
Roman fortification or camp, called Ol Branodunium ; fo into 
Wales, through the middle of which province it paſſes to Car- 
digan, where it ends. 


ICKENILD STREET. 


Opinions differ as to this way, therefore I ſhall note what is 
ſaid on the beſt authorities. 

Though the Romans are ages ſince departed from this iſle, yet 
they have left behind them ſome things memorable, of which 
the moſt conſiderable are their public ways, which, though now 
broken and diſcontinued by various accidents and length of time, 
have ſuch large tracts remaining, that, by an eaſy conjecture, 
they may be diſcovered to ſatis faction. 

They were of two ſorts; firſt, Baſilical, conſular, or præ- 
torian; becauſe all miſdemeanors committed in them came 
under the cognizance of the king himſelf only, They were called 
by William the Conqueror Chemini Majores, the greater ways, 


0 Camden. N i + Burton. 
from 
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from the French word Chemin, a way; and of this ſort there 
were but four in England, Watling ſtreet, Erming ſtreet, the 
Fofle, and Ikenild ſtreet, two of which ran through the iſland 
from ſea to ſea, and two the breadth. Secondly, the Vicinal ways, 
which lead from colony to colony, city to city, and borough to 
borough. All miſdemeanors committed upon theſe ways fell 
under the cognizance of the earl, who was the chief military 
governor. Chemini Minores, or the lefler ways; of which kind 
are thoſe near Alceſter or Aldcheſter, and the road Ad Pontes, 
or Colebrook, with the Akeman ſtreet beforementioned. 

The Iceni inhabited Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, and Hunting- 
donſhires, with the Iſle of Ely“, and were ſo named from Nen, in 
Britiſh, a wedge, becauſe their country lay along the ocean in 
the form of a wedge, But this will hardly account for the name 
among the Cateuchlani and Cornavii, the inhabitants of War- 
wick and Staffordihires. I have indeed ſeen the remark of ſome 


author, that there was a ftrong people named the rn near 


or between the rivers Severn or Avon 

There is a great road called Ikeneld ſtreet in Oxfordſhire, | 
Bucks, and Berkſhire; but the greateft and true IKenild way 
has been diſputed, In theſe counties it was not caſt up in a 
ridged bank, or laid out by a deep trench, as others were, be- 
cauſe it lies in Oxfordſhire, under the Chiltern hills, on a firm 
faſt ground, having the hills themſelves as a ſufficient direction, 
and ſeems to come from Norfolk and Suffolk, the dominions of. 
the Iceni. 

Ickenild ſtreet, one of the old Roman military conſular and 
prætorian highways, croſſes the county of Stafford only in the 
hundred of Offlow. It remains high and lofty, as the Watling, 


Speed and Camden, | Re 
6 | ſtreet 
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ſtreet does, which, as we noted, croſſes Staffordſhire and the 
pariſh of Shenſtone another way, and is but little decayed. It 
ſeems to. be raiſed after a different method from thoſe in other 
countries, not by digging a deep trench to lay a firm founda- 
tion, and then making a high ridge upon it, but by caſting up 
the gravel on each fide, as appears plainly at Little Aſton. This 
cannot be the ſame with that of Oxfordſhire, for that is ſo called 
only becauſe it tends towards the Iceni in Norfolk and Suffolk; 
but this is ſo named becauſe it paſſes through the country of the 
Iceni between the Avon and the Severn; for, Tacitus mentions 
the Iceni in both places; and Dr. Plott ſays, he takes this Ikenilde 
ſtreet to be one of the great Roman highways, and not that in 
Oxfordſhire, becauſe this is paved in ſome places, and very ſig- 
nal almoſt in all places where it goes, which that in Oxford- 
ſhire is not, an intimation, that the Iceni of theſe parts were the 
moſt conſiderable people. 
One antiquary * obſerves, that Strethay, or Streetway, of 
which the village of Strethey is named, is an antient Roman 
road that paſſeth by Lichfield, and is called the Ikenild. That 
it gives name to Stretton, near Burton upon Trent, and came 
through Little Cheſter, by Derby, a Roman colony, and, as he 
takes it, ends at Portſmouth. The cauſeway is plain to be ſeen 
upon Egington heath, and Alrewas Hay; it leaves Burton alſo, 
and goes over the commons directly from Branſton to Monk's 
bridge, croſſes the Dove at that place, thence paſſeth over Bur- 
ton moor, and over the Trent at Whichnovre, thence over 
Alreways Hay: to Strethey and Wall. | 
This highway comes from Tinemouth in Northumbeland t, 
, \ through Yorkſhire. to Bolſover ; thence by Cheſterfield, through 


FY 


Sir Simon Degge. 4 Dugdale. 
Scarſdale, 
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Scarſdale, paſſes over Morley moor to Little Cheſter near Derby, 
and fo over to Eggington heath, croſſing the Dove at Monk's 
bridge, then over Burton moor, and paſſeth the Trent at Which- 
nover bridge, ſtretching through Alderwas Hays, thence to 
Street-hey, and ſo to Wall (anciently called Etocetum) where it 
croſſes Watling ftreet, thence over Radley moor ; leaving Little 
Aſton on the right hand it entereth the lordſhip of Sutton, and 
ſo extendeth itſelf to Alceſter in Warwickſhire ; thence over 
Bitford bridge (leaving Cambden in Glouceſterſhire a little on 
the left hand), to Stowe on the Wolds, where it croſſes the Foſſe- 
way, from Stow bridge to Burford, and over Iſis at New bridge 
directly to Wallingford, and ſo through Winck eſter to South- 
ampton. Particularly in reſpect to Shenſtone pariſh, it enters it 
on the way from Sutton park to Little Aſton, and leans by the 
old ſtables belonging to Aſton hall, thence through the village 
to Radley moor, Footherley houſe, the Aſhcrofts, Cheſterfield, 
and croſſes the Watling-ſtreet, a quarter of a mile from Wy 
to Strethey and Stretton, near Burton as aforeſaid, 


Having been favoured with a liſt of the people in this pariſh, 
who reſided in 1667, in the reign of king Charles II. I have 
ventured to give it, as it may be agreeable to the prefent inha- 
bitants, and point out to ſome of them their anceſtors, and by 
compariſon ſhew what alterations have happened amongſt them. 

This liſt is the copy of an aſſeſſment of the tenth quarterly 
aſſeſſment for the aid of king Charles II. — and ſealed June 
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| 11, by his Majeſty's juſtices: of the n, — * and 


John Perſehouſe, eſqrs. - 


Shenſtone Cillatleeick; 


J. 
John Brandreth, eſq. for Syl- 
veſter's houſe and Wal- 


5. 


ford's 1 17 
Edward Lake, eſa. — o 14 
Thomas Warde, eſa. — 111 


John Brown, gent. and Oli- 

ver, for Pool bridge mea- 

dow and mills — 0 8 
Wollaſton, gent. for 
art of Greenhalls 

Collyer for Greenhalls 
Dolphyn 
Gre iſbroke 
and for Floyer 
Henry Smyth, gent.— 
John Broadhurſt 

hn Nevil 
John Lea 
Thomas Nevil 
James Moſeley 
Clay, widow 
Richard Ingram 
William W yatt 

| John Creſwell 

William Cooper 
John Cook 
Ann Cooke, widow —— 
Rowland Sylveſter 
Henry Aſhmole 
Weſton, widow 
Jackſon 
Rowland Stanley 
William Hollyland 
John Sylveſter 
John Malkyn 
Walter Rawlins 
Ralph Thickbroome 
Nicolas Thornton 
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Richard Ingram 
John Cox 


Rowland Alſop 8 
Sylveſter, widow 
Brown 

John Smart 

Humphry Heath 


Thomas Potte, gent. 


William Bartlett — o 


Aſton. 


Richard Ducy, eſqg., — o 
Birch, widow, and 
John Birch 
Sedgwick, widow 
Henry Sedgwick, gent. — 
John Darby 

Bayley, widow — 
John Cooke 
Cooke, widow 
John Payne 
Thomas Adams 
William Burnes 


O 


0 


00000000 


Bradſhaw 
Robert Collyns 
Beſt 
William Watſon 


Thomas Foley, eſq. and the 
Forge 


— O 


Footherley. 


Thomas Foley, eſq. 
John Brown, gent. 

William Grace, clerk — o 
— Ctendon 
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| 4. . d. 
John Collier —— o 6 14 
Roger and Joſeph Adam SS Y © 
| Sylveſter, widow, 
and George Sylveſter — o 2 © 
Nicolas Wyatt — o © 105 
James Fletcher — 0 5 104 
William and Edw. Thornton o 6 64 
—— pPrieſt, widow, and 
William Prieſt —— 0 5 64 
Thomas Wyatt —— 0 4 24 
James Sylveſter —— 0 2 0 
John Cotterel — 0 2 4 
Smyth, widow, and | 
William Smyth — 0 2 5 
Sylveſter, widow, and 
James Sylveſter — o 2 757+ 
John Sylveſter — 0 3 0 
— Yardley, gent. o 2 2% 
Nicolas Allen — 0 0 8; 
— — Fletcher 
James and George Sylveſter, 
for the Durſtall, or Durn- 
hall — — 0 3 6 
Cheſterfield, 
James Allen, gent, — 0 8 3x 
John Jackſon, gent, — © 5 10 
Bowring 9-3-6 
Richard Smyth E G3 IS 
Clarke 
John Watfon — 0 1 5; 
John Heeley — 0: 05 
Wall. 
William Dutton, gent. — 0 5 11 
Henry Jackſon, gent. — 0 4 8 


John Lane 
John Nevil 


William 
Be 


—— Swynfen, eſq. Hill 


William Perry 
Thomas Quintyn, gent. 


uintyn 


Fryth's Bullmoors 


Hail, and inhabitants 


Over Stonall and Hilton. 


Thomas Reading 
Hamlet Reading 


Thomas Colli 


er 


Thomas Heatley 


John Speed 
John Barton 


Forden \ 


William Edjial 


William and John 8 


Robert Sylveſter 
Thomas Reading 
Robert Reading 
John Jennings 
William Reading 
Edward Reading - 
Simon Parkes 


John Bankes 


William Stan 
Rowland Serj 


- 
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ylveſter 


— 
1 
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Thornes. 


ley 


eant 


Humphry Edjial 


James Beſt 


Richacd Salt 


Roger Bulkley 
* = | 


Wyatt, widow 
Bayley, widow 


00000 


2 14 1 


0000 


O 


© © 


0000 30 


Poor's Bullmoors 
—— Fryth, widow 


Michael Sedgewick 
— — Farpe 
Thomas Gregge 
Nicolas Sylveſter 
Thomas Cooper 
William Reading 
Joſeph Green 
Botham, widow 
Gregg, widow —. 
Nicolas Reading 
Thomas Bedworth 
Francis Willis 
Thomas Turner 
Thomas Hunt 
James Whitehall 
Samuel Collins 


—— Bulkeley, widow, and 
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4. 4. d. N 
Nether Stonall. 

Anthony Butteries — 0 4 
Simon Wigan —— © o 
John Jobbern — o 2 
John Wadams — IP © 
John Adcock — i hs 
Thomas Offley, — 'o 4 
Edward Wyalt — 0 2 
William Holyland — 0 1 
Thomas Dickenſon — o 6 
Thomas Stanley — 0 4 
John Harriſon „ 
Rowland Hunt — © © 
John Rock — Oo 1 
Rowland Serjeant for the | 

Black Lees — 1 

Total 22 8 3 


= i . 


Thomas Ward, of Wood End, 

John Dolphyn, of the Moſſe, 

John Darby, of Little Aſton, 

Thomas Dickenſon, of Nether Stonall, 
Gents, Aſſeſſors. 


A COPY 


(| 


or Eire Tonk oa 
ACOPY of another ASSESSMENT 


For ASTON, FOOTHERLEY, and SYWNPFEN. 


* 


4. . d. 44 
Aſton. Roger and John Adams o 6 o 
h | - Sylveſter, widow, and 
Richard Duey, eſq. — 1 o 10 George o 3 6 
Birch, widow, and Nicolas Wyatt for Bullaries o 1 9. 
John her ſon, for Beſt's James Fletcher - . —— Oo 10 3 
and Sedgewick's field land o 12 6 William and Edward Thorn- Fog 
Sedgewick, widow, wa; -.: 00 11 3 
and Henry Sedgewick, for | Prieſt, widow, and 
Beſt's meadow and Cook's Willam o 9 6 
field land —— 0 12 6 Thomas Wyatt —— 0 7 3 
Darby, Bay- flames Sylveſter” — 0 4'0 
ley, widow, —— Cook, John Cotterell — — o 3 6 
widow — 9 7 40 Smyth, widow, and ; 
— Cook — o 4 9 Willlaaa — 0 4 3 
John Payne —— o 2 10 Sylveſter, widow, and *; 2 
William Burnes & 3 6 James — o 4 6 
Thomas Adams o 2 o John Sylveſter — 0 0 6 
= Cox for Bradſhaw's o. 8 3 Yardley, gent, 0 3 9 
eſt's houſe — o © 3 Nicolas Allen 0 13 
Robert Collyns — ©. © 4 James and George Sylveſter mY 
William Walton for Durſtall or Darnels o 6 0 
Thomas Foley, eſq. for Aſton ERR, 
Forge — o 6 © | 
Swynfen, 
Footherley. John Swynfen, elq. and te- 
nants, John Porter, gent. 
Thomas Foley, eſq. for the for Hill Hall a 1 
Boſſes 0 15 0 XP 5 
John Brown, gent. — o 6 o Thomas Warde, 5, 
itto for Perry field — 0 1 0 john Dolphyn, 'Aﬀetivrs;.. 
William Grace, gent. o 9 o John Darby, 77 6 
D. tto for Grendon's and o 5 © Thomas Dickenſon, 
John Collyer a ˙ 8 5 2, 168 ee 
3 . ä 712 2 | A Liſt 
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Anne Brandreth 


Jonathan Aſhmole — 


„Richard Bull, wife, and child 


THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


A Liſt of the INHABITANTS that paid the PoLL-TAx 
in 1692, in the Reign of King WILLIAM III. Each paid 
One Shilling, even Servants. 


— 0 

—— Brandreth, eſq. I 
Servants 

Edward Lake, ſenn.— 1 

Edward Lake, junr. eſq. I 


His wife o 
Servants 
Thomas Ward and wife o 
Alexander Ward 1 
wife and child 0 
Servants 


John Dolphyn, ſenn. — o 


John Dolphyn, Junr. attorney 
at law — o 

wife and two children o 

Servants 

Robert Grace, vicar, wife, and 
two children . 

Rowland Sylveſter _ 

Dorothy Smyth and two ſons 


— — 


Barford, widow 
Rowland Greenhall and wife 


Robert Grieſbrooke — 

| wife and two children 

William Cooke and wife - 

John Cooke — 

William Collier 

Richard Ingram 
two ſervants — 
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Joſeph Alſop and wife — 
John Johnſon — 
Rowland Lea 
Edward Broadhurſt — 
Robert Pretty and wife 
Thomas Alfop — 
Joſeph Carter — 
Aldrich, widow, and 


4 


000000 ot 


maid 
Thomas Cotterel and wife 
John Yardley and wife 
Thomas Grace — 
Rowland Collyns, wife, al 

child | 
James Sylveſter and wife 

two ſervants — 


| 
G O O O 


———— 


0 0 030 


Benjamin Collier, wife, and child o 


ſervant 

Edward Thomſon and wife o 
James Adams, wife, and two 

children 
James Philips and wife 
James Fletcher and man 


O 


O 
— 0 
0 


Edward Thornton, wife, and 


— O 


two ſons 
William Prieſt, wife, and child o 


Sarah Wyatt, widow 8 
Edward Miluer — o 
Joſeph Hall — 0 
Richard Walker and wife, wo 


children, and one ſerrant 
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William Smyth and wife, and 


two ſervants 


— 0 
William Wyatt and wife 0 
James Sedgewick and wife, 
and three children — O 
Thomas Careleſs and wife, 0 
one man 0 


Humplry Shenſtone and wife o 
— Cooke, widow — © 
William Bagnal and wife 0 
one maid N 2 
Joſeph Colman, wife, and two 
ſons — o 
William Briſborn, ade; and 
child 


— o 
George Jackſon and wife ©) 
William Hardwick, wife, and 
two children — 2 
Mrs. Brown and four ſervants o 
Fryth, eſq. 
two ſervants 0 
Richard Wright and wife 0 
Robert Sylveſter — © 
0 
o 


John Bartlet, wife, and child 
one ſervant 
John Smyth, wife, and two 
children 
John Sylveſter 
Sylveſter, junr. and 


— O 
O 


wife — —— 
John Edjial — 
Richard Bull and wife — 
William Reading and wife 
- George Have — 
William Bound — 
John Bayley — 
Richard Tedd — m 
Thomas Tudor, wife and child 
Joſeph Gregg and wife — 


George Thoruton 
Samuel Moor 


"Thomas Reading and wife 
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William Steel 


John Jackſon and family 


: child 


Fa 


James and Thomas Milner 
John Hall and wife 


Smyth, widow 
Edward Hanley and ſervant 
George Hodgetts 


,0000000M 


William Hall and wife — o 
William Milner, wife, and child o 


James Hanley, wife, and child o 


Thomas Salt, wife, and child o 
Mother — o 
Stanley, widow, and 


ſon 
Thomas Dickenſon and wife 
John Dickenſon and wife 

ſervant 
Richard Greaves 


O0 0 0 30030 


Alexander Adcock, wife, and 


child — 
John Adcock and wife 

two children 
John Wadams and wife 
John Swynfen, eſq. 
Mary Swynfen 
Francis Swynfen, wife, and fix 

children 


— — 


— wO 0303 30 


— — 1 
two grandchildten — © 
ſeven ſervants — 2 
Porter, widow, three 
children, and one ſervant o 
Thomas Wadſhaw and wife o 
two children 2 
Joſeph Taylor, wier and two 
children 
- Collyns, widow, and 


ſon - 0-4 

one ſervant — O 
Thomas Parker — Q 
Edward Marlow — o 


Thomas Wilkyns, vile, and 


— O0 


©: 
* 


357 


Ss 5 


" =D 8 


K ww Þ © 


000 


HH DONG 


000000000000 


000 o 0000 9000 0 


» 
a 0 


358 THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 


* . . me to . d. 
Michael Brandreth, e 1 1 © John Brown, t. — 1 1 © 
er. charge for PE militia J This liſt and fſeflment was figned April 

horſe o 10 © 4, 1692, by the king's Commiſſioners, | 
John Swynfen, 0 for half | Henry Gough, 

a horſe - — 0 10 o John Whitwick, 
Rowland Fryth, ela. 8 Michael Brandreth, and 

— for half a horſe 9 3 © Rowland Fryth, eſqrs. 


Shenſtone Bells were caſt in 1 704, by Joſeph Smyth, of Edge- 


. baſton. Their Weight 1 is as follo WS: 
| | 

3 Crt. gre. Ib. 

Firſt Bell „„ 
| Second — £- 8.8 

Third — 6 2'25. 
Fourth * 7 1 4 6 
Fifth — 9 3 11 
34 3 5 


It was the ſiperfition of tk ages to fancy, that bells de- 
rived a power of diſperſing tempeſts, ſuppoſed to be raiſed by evil 
ſpirits, from their baptizing them, which was performed with 
2 great deal of ſhew and ceremony. The natural cauſe, the 
3 8 vibration of the air by the ſound, was little in their thoughts. 
| | . Ringing ot bells was held a remedy againſt tempeſts. In 

1 573, the elector of Saxony iſſued an order againſt ringing for 
6 the 
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the conjuring of tempeſts. This cuſtom in Papiſtical times, by 
an horrible abuſe of Chrift's ſacred inſtitution, gave occaſion to 
the baptizing of bells, as if thereby they were endued with a 
power over hail and ſtorms. 


Bells were uſed at Sens and Paris in the days of king Clos 
tharius, who died in 56r. | 
Bell baptiſm was condemned by the emperor Charles the — . 
who died in 881; yet pope John XIV. ſanctified it by his «æxð1 | 
ample, baptizing a new bell in the Lateran ſiceple by the name 2 i 
of John's Bell | : i 
In the middle ages baptizing then: was attended with much 
feſtivity, both in the towns and villages, and was of too great I 
moment to be performed by a ſuffragan, or common prieſt ; the . > | 
godfathers, who were unlimited, and . choſen out of the moſt _ 
wealthy, gave grand entertainments; and this feſtival was cloſed _— 

with all kinds of licentious mirth. | 


a 


* 
y 34 * 
» = 
_ * = - 0 
. N a ws Ys gh 
E D \ 45 f 

% = 2 © 

A D D & * 8 114 
- 
bs - . - wy * 

* N , 1 : 
1 N y ; 25 * I 


- 
* 
4 
* 
1 * 
. 
* 
I 
4 
9 
* 
* 
- 
1 Fg 
' ” 
6 
* ' 
— 
7 hs 


Page 


Tr 
OI: 
K 2 


2 — 


ro 


ADDENDA & CORRIGEN DA. 


I, line 1, add a note, “ Scerteſtan, or rather Sceoteſtan, is poſſibly 
Shuſhton in Cudleſton, where Domeſday puts Sceoteſtan.“ 
3, for“ Sweeford Hill,” read Weeford Hill.” 
line 21, read“ famous Barr beacon, belonging to Aldrich (a manor 


which is, or was once, ſubordinate to another), called the manor of Barr 
and Aldrich.” 


5s for“ Hangewich,” read © Hammerwich chapel.” 
„lines 17 and 18, read“ by the founder, Robert lord D'Oyley, which 

churches.” 
lines 24 and 26, read “ charter of lord Henry D'Oyley, with the con- 
ſent of Robert his brother.” 

12, laſt line but one, for Tuntall,” read“ Tunſtall.” 

14, line 19, for © Coſton,” read“ Cofion.” 

19, line 1, read“ Joan, ſole wife.“ 

31, 21, read“ Agard.“ 

36, for Maviſton,” read“ Maveſyn Ridware; and for 1 Whichmore," 
read“ Whichnor.“ 

37, line 11, for © Michael Biddle,” read“ Michael Biddulph.” 

38, for“ Alrewys,” read © Alrewas.” 

41, line 21, read“ John Noble and Jane Brandreth.“ 

42, lines 14 and 15, dele © his grandfather.” 


46, 11, 12, 17. read : John Eggington,“ jane Littleton,” 25 John 


Haughton,“ © Richard Wake, quere Wakefield.“ 
line 21, read“ Hey, eſq. one of whoſe ſons is I homas Hey, D. D of 
' Wickham, Kent; and another, William, a counſellor at lu. and 
0 787) a commiſſioner of the cuſtoms.“ 
47, line 4, read © eſq. fon of Sir Robert.” [to agree with page 35}. 

5, for Richard Colton of Hamſtall Redware,” read © Richard 
Cotton of Hamſtall Ridware ;” and fo likewiſe read“ Cotton” for Col- 
ton” in ſeveral other lines, 
line 7. for 4 Coilſton, read © Boilſton.“ 

0 49. 
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137, lines 21, 22, and 25, read“ Arley.“—“ Perrot, of Belne Hall.” 
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49, lines 8 and 9, read“ and the park. The ſaid lord had ſummons.” 
57, laſt line, dele © and Margaret Whitehall. F | 
69, line 2, after“ years,“ read“ to. 
70, To the firſt note add,“ In p. 69, Rowland Woodward Hill, rector of 
Forncetr, &c. is ſuppoſed to be ſecond ſon to Thomas Harwood.” 
71, lines 12 and 15, read Northampton, now of New Lodge, near 
Berk hamſtead, „ Brearley.” 
lines 30 and 33, read, Eleanor, his couſin-· german.“ —* Charles 
Chadwick Sacheverell, late of New Hall, Warwickſhire, eſq.“ 
77, line 8, read“ deceaſed” . 
78, 25, read“ Samuel, Simon, Ralph.” 
83, 25 and 26, read“ James Skrymſher and Elizabeth Colyere were 
anceſtors of the N orbury branch of Skrymſher.“ | 
100, line 3, for ** 1565,” read ** 1665 ;” line g, for © Trecot,” read 
4 Treſcot;” and line 22, for“ 1767, “read 1667. of 


101, for“ Bloxwick,” read“ Bloxwich.” 


102, lines 3 and 4, read“ ann line 22, for © Staff.rd,” 
read “ Statfold.“ 

The Everard pedigree, to), "08, is violently ſuſpected, from many 
concurring circumſtances, to belong wholly to Shenton, Leiceſter. 
ſhire. See Burton, and Wolferſtan pedigree at the College at Arms. 
Whether Thomas Woltreſtan was of Weeford, or what other re- 
ſidence, after he left Culpho near Ipſwich, we out be glad of in- 
formation, 

116, line 22, for“ Clinters,” read © Clinton.” 


122, 10 and 11, the arms are unintelligible. 
124. 20, dele 0 of heregeats, or heriots and en 


125, 25, for 5, read © L. 15. 


127, 3, 7, and 9, read “ piece of plate.” — . "FTE" Beardſley,” — 


Elizabeth Beardſley.” 
129, line 15, for Hamerwick,” read “ Hammerwich. & 
134, 7, read “ firſt vicar of Tanworth church in Warwickſhire, after 
it was appropriated.” 
22, dele “ 49th year of the reign of king Edward III.“ 
25 and 26, read“ Richa d Dolfyn became vicar of Tanworth. 


Another Richard, dying 1593, was” 


- © Mellor.” 
141, 21 and 24, read © left Ralph.” —“ purchaſed by him of Edward 
| Baſſet, eſq. fon of Thomas, of Barton Bakepuis in the county of 
Derby, afterwards of Hynts.” : 
lines 25 and 29, read © ar leaſt twice.” —** Without iſſue. (Q) Laſtly, 
Elizabeth, daughter of William Noel, of Kirkby, relic of Ralph 


— Adderley, of Alrewas, and mother to Sir Chartes Adderley, of 
Hamms. 
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Hamms. She died in 1661. His ſon, Richard Floyep, of Hynts, 


married a Babyngton, and was juſtice.” 


Page 142, lines 3 and 4, read“ aid. Richard Floyer had iſſue Matthew, who 


had, among many other children, a daughter.” 

lines 10 and 13, John of Hynts), father by Suſanna Willington.” 
— “ beſides whom Charles had iſſue Charles, Sacheverell, Mary, 

and Catharine.” 

line 29, read“ Ley, of Mayfield or Matherfield.“ LE 

143, 1 and 13, © Thomas Ley, counſellor at law, alſo of Mayfield in“ 

© of Longdon.” 

147, linesg and 15, read © Hints, where he died, 16th November, 1793. 
Before Charles Floyer.” —** Floyer 8 family.” 

157, line 22, read © Faſeley in Staffordſhire.” 

158, 26, read © Moreton Slaney's.' 

161, 16, read“ had iſſue Thomas, who had iſſue Thomas, who had 
ifſue Richard.” 

162, lines 3 and 5, © Edward of Longdon, who died,” ——* Starfold” 

7, dele “ 1772.“ 

10, 11, 12, add a note, © Impoſſible, if ſhe died in 1741, ſhe 
ſhould have been wife of this William, who could ſcarcely have a 
daughter born even fo late as 1653. 
lines 14 and 17, add a note, © Q. ſome confuſion here? for, Ed vard, 
who is at top made nephew to this Edmund, of Longdon, eſq. mar- 

ried A. Wolfreſtan as early as 13th November, 1662.” 
line 18, * Edmund, ſon of A. Wolfreſtan, married, 3d March, 1697, 
Miſs Littleton, daughter to Edward Littleton, eſa. of Pilaten Hall, 
and had iſſue Edward, born in January.“ 

173, lines 19, 24, and 27, read“ Phineas Fowke, M. D.“ —“ Sybil was wife 
of Joſeph Huſſey, of London, who had by her Fowke Huſſey.“ 
* Which Fowke became in right.“ 

175, lines 8 and 9, read “of Richard Pype, of Bilſton in the county of 
Stafford, fon of Thomas Pype, of Bilſton, eſq.” 

177, Conel, read « Coften 8 and to the firſt note add ** But the epitaph | in 
page 14 ante is poſitive.” 

178, To the firſt note add, From which we hand here a conſiſtent account ; 
whereas pages 176 and 177 are contradictory both to Collins (though 
appealed * and themſelves; and quite unintelligible.“ 

179. line 21, for“ Wiltricton,“ read « Wilbrighton.“ 

180, 6, for“ Dickers,” read © Dickens.” 

183, 24, 28, and 30, read © Lamport,”—* eſq. who by Mien * 

— „ eſq. hath iſſue Andrew.“ 
192, for Gorleot,” read Gorſcot.“ 
194, line 6, for“ ſiſter,” read © aunt.” | | 
Aaa 2 201, 
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207, line 11, read * three quarters of a mile ſouth of the great Roman” 


214, 11 and 17, for“ Cane” read“ Canc.” 
219, 6 and 8, read“ road from Birmingham and Aſton Parva, through 
Mill Green,“ * over Lyndon Green, and foto Stafford.“ 


239, line 13, read “to John Walhouſe, ſecond fon of Moreton Walhouſe.“ 
245, 22, read © of Tainworth, related to Thomas Guy, who founded“ 
258, 29, for“ Cumberfold,” read“ Cumberford.” 
265, 3, 11, read © fon of Fowke Huſſey.” —* Dorrington.” 
269, 13, read © another.“ | 
289, 19 and 20, add a note,“ Certainly at leaſt as early as 13 Henry 
| IV. (vol. II. Topographer, p. 12.)”——tle “ Erdſwic.” 
| line 24, for“ Swynfeald,” read“ 'Swyrifen,” _ 
28 and 3o, © Arthur Swinfen, of this family, had iſſue a daug- 
ter Elizabeth, wife of John Dugdale. eſq. of the family of Cli- 
s 7 therow, Lancaſhire, father by her of Sir William.“ 
290, line 6, for © Hillot,” read Hilcot,” 
293 21, for © Staffordſhire,” read“ Derbyſhire.” 
294, 14, 16, and 23, read“ fold to Samuel Hill,“ — dele © old” 
of * was (after his father —— of Appleby) heir.” 
| | lines 26 and 28, read © and, about 1767, merried Mary, daughter of 
| William Abney, of Tamworth, eſq. and hath iſſue Samuel, and 
another fon. He hath alto iſſue by a ſecond wife, ſiſter to Sir Francis 
Ferd, baronet.” | „ | | 
£ 295, line 29, read“ per chevron, Sable and Argent, in chief, three leopards 
K | heads of the ſecond.” “ | | 
7 298, line 20, Sbenſtone is not written Scerteſtane either in antient deeds 
=» | cr Domeſday-book, but Scneſtan. | 
=Y line 23, Scelſitone, in Domeſday, is what is now called Shelton, in 
1 | the Pottery, in the hundred of Pirehill, though placed in Cudleſton 
in that curious Record, which is FREQUENTLY confuſed as to the 


hundreds. * | 17 
304, lines 1, 2, 14, read“ which old fees he paid (C2 1. 115. 1d. in the 
14th”—*© of Henry II.; the reſt, viz. ſeventy- one, the manor of 
Bradenham.“ 2 
311, lines 1 and 2, Sbenſtone is again erroneouſly called Sceriean, and 
' Leonilde miſprinted. CTY 38 5 
At the coucluſion of Domeſday for this county, it is ſaid, that Levild, 
one of the. king's: thanes, held Sceoteſtan in Cudleſton hundred, 
which cannot now, perhaps, be aſcertained. However, it is clearly 
not Shenſtone, as Mr. Erdſwick, as well as Mr. Sanders, has al- 
ſerted; for, Seneſtan was one of the lordſhips given by the Con- 
queror to Roger de Montgomery, and was held of him by Robert 
de Oilge, or D'Oyley. It then contained three hides, The N_ 
4 4 | a . lan 
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land was twelve carucates. There were two carucates in demeſne, 
with one bondman, twenty-one villagers, and four bordarers, who- 
employed fourteen ploughs. Here was a mill rented at fixty-fix 
pence, and one acre of meadow : alſo a wood three miles in length, 
and one mile and a half in breadth; it was worth one hundred 
ſhillings at rhe time of this ſurvey, in which it is farther obſerved 
that one Godwyn formerly held it, and was a freeman. 
Page 311, lines 20 and 21. * fifth baron,” “ ſixth baron,” read © fourth lord.” 
312, 9, How Tanetine de Brai became poſſeſſed of Shenſtone, we are 
yet ignorant; but certainly not by the marriage here mentioned, from 
b what is ſhewn above. | | 6 
212, lines 13 and 13, dele © to him Henry D'Oyley, the conſtable to the 
king, granted the lands that Tanetine de Brai, his father, held here.” 
313, line 7, Inſert the word“ £uery” before if.“ | 
3t5, line 19, for“ Alrewith,” read“ Alrewich, or Aldrich.” 
317, 9, dele © who was, or acted as, joint lord with William Fryth.“ 
324, 10 and 11, read“ mother of Thomas le Scott, —* and child of 
Rowland the elder.” 
325, line 11, for“ Wombon,” read Winborn,” 
327, 25, dele “ near Mill Green and Aſton.“ 22 
328, 8, 11, and 17, read“ Wildmore, —dele © and below Wall,” — 
* ſtreams, particularly Pipe Brook, which, coming from the other | 
ſide of Hamerwich, paſſes below Pipe Hill and Wall.“ 22 
lines 23 and 27, runs through the middle of Drayton Baſſet Pak, 4 
„ into the Tame; which laſt at Tamworth receives the Anker,” F 
e into The Trent, by Hopways, Fiſherwic, and Croxal, at Which- . 
ä novre.“ ' 2 
329, lines 17 and 18,.read © to Birchley farm (or Owl's Hall), near Lynne, == 
and to the Buurn,” — which by this time becomes a 4arge water.“ 5 2 
dele the reſt of the paragraph. £ L500 
330, line 1, read“ beforementioned.” 5 ; 
339, lines 3 and 9, ** dele “ or Sir George Vernon, knight.” —read © and 
confirmed his leaſe.” —lines 21, 22, &c. “ unintelligible.” 
350, lines 23 and 26, “ leaves Burton town alſo, and goes over to the 
Commons and Boſton Moor directly from Monk's Bridge (where it 


croſſes the Dove), to Brauſton, thence over the Trent, &c, 
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